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THE 
Epiſtle Dedicarory. 


To the Worthipful Robert Savery, and ; u- 
liam yn. of Slade, Eſquires, 


Honoured friends, | 
Q C5 T hath been long fince obſerved, 
Tk I That the World below, is a Glaſs 
| A to diſcover tbe World. above ; 'Se- | 
= culum ft {peculum. . ' And al- 
though I am not of their opinion, that fay, The 
Heathens may ſpell Chrift ozt of: the Sun, 
Moon and Stars; yet this 1know, Fhat the ir- 
rational and inanimate,.as well us rational 
creatures bawe a language ; ; and wot 
by Articulate ſpeech , yet in a\ Metaphorical 
ſenfe;they preach unto man the wiſlont, power| | 
|and g oodnefsof God, Rom, 1, 20. \' Fhere iy 
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nor Language where their voice 1s not heard. 
| Or Cas Junws renders) there us no ſpeech, nor 
' Words, yet without theſe their voice ts under- 

flood; and their Line (i.e. faith Deodate 
their writing in groſs and plain draughts, s 
gone out through all the earth, 

As man is compounded of a fleſhly and ſþi- 
ritual ſubſtance, ſo- God bath endowed the 
creatures with a ſpiritual, as well as fleſhly| 
uſefulneſs ; they have not only a natural uſe tn 
Alimental and Phyſical reſpefs, but alfo a [pi- 
ritual uſe, as they bear the figures and ſumili- 
tudes of many ſublime and heavenly myſteries. 
Believe me (C ſaith contemplative Bernard 
thou ſhalt find more in theWoods, than in a 
| corner ;' Stones and Trees will teach thee what 
thou ſhalt zot hear from:learned Doftors. By 
a 5hilful and induſfirious improvement of the 
|creatures' ( ſaith Mr. Baxter excelleritly) we 
| might have a fuller tafte of Chriſt and Heaven 
Yan every bit of Bread that we eat, and in every 
| draught of Beer that we drink, than moſt men 
 bave in the uſe of the Sacrament. 
+. 4nd as the creatures teach divine and ex- 
'trellext things, iſo they teach them in a perſpi- 

' lieuons' and taking manner : Duo illa nos 
— max1ime 
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|maxime movent. ſimilttudo, &:cxemplum, 
ſaith the Orator ; Theſe two things, ſumilituide 
and example, do eſpecially move us. Motions | 
aremore eaſuly conveyed. to the underflanding, | 
| by being firſt cloathed in ſome apt fumilituite, 
| and ſo repreſented to the ſenſe. And therefore 


|in teaching by Parables ; and the Prophets. 
were much in this way alſo, Hol. 12: 10: ] have 
uſed Similitudes by the Miniſtry of the Pro- | 


|mon,yet ordinarily retain an apt Similitude, 


|muſt:now by the Creatares learn to know God: 


> . 


Feſus Chriſt the great Prophet, delighted much | 


phets. Thoſe that can retain little of a Ser- 


I confeſs it is an humbling conſideration , 
That man, who at firſt was led by the know- 
ledge of God tothe knowledge of the Creature, 


That the Creatures. ( as one ſaith ) like Ba- 
laams Aſs, ſhould teach their Maſter : But 
though this be the unhappineſs of poor man rl 
bzs collapſed ſtate, yet it is now his wiſdom to| 
improve ſuch Helps ; and whilſt others by the 


abuſe of Creatures, are furthring their Per-| 

- |dition, to be by the ſpiritual improvement of 
them, promoting our own. Salvation. 4 

| TH's anexcellent art to diſcourfe with Birds, |. - 

Beaſts and Fiſhes about ſublime and ſpiritual | - 
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| Subjetts, und make them anſwer to our Que- 
ftions ; yet this may be done, Job 12. 7,8. 
Ask now the beaſts, and they ſhall teach thee,]: 
[and the Fowls of the Air, and they ſhall tell 
thee; orſpeak'tothe earth, and ir ſhall teach 
thee, and the Fiſhes of the Sea ſhall declare 
| unto thee. That #s ( ſaith neat and accurate 
Caryl ) the-creatares teach us when we think 
l of them ; © They teach us, though not formally, 
< yet wertually; they anſwer and reſolve the 
|* queſtion put to them, though not explicitely 
© 20 the ear, yet convincingly to the Conſcience. 
© Sothen, we ask the creatures when we dili- 
«© oently conſider them, when we ſearch out the 
©perfetiions and virtzes that God hath put in- 
| zo or Stampt upon theme To ſet our mind thus 
© upon the creature, is to diſcourſe with the 
© creature; the queſtions which man ask. of 
'* 2 beaſt, are only his own Meditations. A- 
© pain, the creatures teach us, when we in Me- 
\<© ditation make out collefiions , and draw 
'* down a demonſiration of the Power, Wiſdom, | 
C and Goodneſs of God in making them, or of| 
© the frailty of man in needing them ; Such 
\*Concluftons and Tnferences, arethe teachings 
%of the creatures, 
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proved two ways; viz. [n an argumentative; 
| and'in a repreſentative way ; by reaſoning from 
them, and by viewing the reſemblance-that-is: 
betwixt them and Spiritual matters. | 
Firſt, 1: Meditation argue thus; as in the 
preſent caſe and Similitude of the Apoſile. If 
an Husbandman upon the ordinary Principles 
of reaſon can wait for the Harveſt, ſhall not T 
wait for the coming of the Lor42 The day of| 
Refreſhing the Corn 3s precious to him, and ſo 
is the coming of Chrift to me. Shall he be ſo- 
patient, and indure ſo much for a little Corn ? 
and not { for the Kingdom of Heaven. He's: 
willing to ſtay till all cauſes have had their 


decrees be accompliſhed 2 Ty 
Secondly, In Meditation, make the reſem- 


operations, till he hath received the former and\ 
the latter rain, and ſhall not I, till the divine\ 


" -» Common Objedts C faith another.) my beds Mr.Manton, | 


This 4s my Seed-time, Heaven is my Harvefl ; 
here [muft labour an1toil, and there reſt. t 


cellent thing can be cbtained without labour, 
and an obflinate patience. T ſee-the Seed muſt 
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blance and difcourfe thus within your ſelves | 


ſee the Husbandmans lifes a Lo toil; no ex-| 


(80 hidden inthe furrows, rotten and corrupted,| 
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n, light zs fawn for the righte:\ 


hopes.are bid, 
ous; all our comforts are buried under the' 
clods, and after all this there muſt be long. 
waiting, we cannot ſom.and reap ina day $ief.. 


felis cannot follow, till all neceſſary cauſes 


bave firft wrought. Tis not in the power of Hus- | 
bandmen to ripen fruits at phaſure, our times. 
are in the hands of God, therefore 'tis good to | 
wait ; a long-ſuffering patience will reap the | 
deſired fruit. Thus you have fome hints of this | 
beavenly Art of improving the Creatures. 
The Motives inducing me to this undertake-| 
ment, was the Lords owning, with ſome ſucceſs 


my labours of a like nature, together with the 
defire and inclination ( flirred up in me (1 
hope, by the Spirit of the Lord) to devote my 
vacant hours to hz ſervice in this kind, Tcon- 
ſidered, that if the Phariſees in a blind zeal to 
a faftion, could compaſs Sea and Land to Pro- 
ſelzte men totheir party, though thereby they 
made them ſeven fold more the children of the 
Devil than before : How much more was 1obli- 
ged by true love to God, and zeal tothe ever- 
laſting happineſs of ſouls, to uſe my utmoſt en- 
deawours, both with Seamen and Husbandmen, 
| to |: 
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[12 The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
to win them to Chriſt, and thereby make them - 
more than feuenty-ſeven-fold happier than be-| | 
fore? Not to mention other incouragements t0 F 
this work, which I received from the earnefl 
defires of ſome Reverend and worthy Brethren +2 
inviting thereunto ; all which 1 hupe the event | 
will manifeſt to be a call from God to this work, | 

Tconfeſs I met with ſome diſcouragement in 
my firſt attempt, from my unacquaintedneſs 
with rural affairs ; and becauſe I was to tra-' F* 
wel ina path (to me) untrodden; but having 
once engaged in it, thoſe diſcouragements were 
foon dvercome ; and being now braught to what 
you here ſee, I offer to your bands theſe firſt E 
fruits of my fpare hours. * 1+ 
7 preſume you will account it no diſparage- iM 
| ment, that 7 dedicate .a book, of Hwusbandry to 
Gentlemen of your quality. This is Spiritual | 
Husbandry, which is bere taught you; and yet | 
1 mufi tell you that preat perſans have account- 
| ed that col imployment Cmhich 1s mitch infe- 
rior to this) no diſparagement to it bem. | The 
King himſelf is ſerved by thefiald, Zcdleſc5-9. | 
Or _ CO _ the Hebrew Text, Rex | 
apro fit fervus; The Kinp himfelf is\g. ſerwant 
tothe field. pron ras bro — 
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(2 Chron. 26, 10,) That he loved: Husbandry, 
And Amos 7. 1. we read of the Kings mow- 
ings Tea, Plinybath obſerved, That Corn 
was never ſo' plentiful. at Rome; as when the 
fame men tilled the Land that Tul'd\theCom- 
monwealth.Quaſi gaudercc terra laurcato vo- 
mere, ſcilicet 8 aratore rriumphali ; As though 
the eatth it felf rejoyced'in the Laurel Plow- 
ſhare, and the triumphant Plowman. 
- What pleaſure you will find in reading it, I 
know not; but to. me-it bath been a'pleafant 
path, from firſt to laft, who yet have been at far 
greater expence of time and pains in compiling 
it, than you can be in reading it. Tbe Hus- 
bandmans work, you know, is no eafie work , 
-anid the Spiritualizing of it hath greater di f 
ficulttes-attending it ; but yet the pleaſure hath 
abundantly recompenſed the pains, . I have 
found Eraſmus his. Obſervation experimental- 

"by trae; Qui literis addictt ſumus, animi 
-faff cudinem 'Z ſtudiis gravioribus. contra- | 
{&am ;'ab. iifdem ſtudijs,' ſed amenioribus 
recreamus ; Thoſe that are addifled to ſtudy, 

C faith he) when they bave wearied their ſpirits 
| with ſtudy; can recreate them again with ftu- 


9 In _—_ adiverſion from that which is 


ſevere 


ee... 4» 9 frhin 4 of 
WP» moody imo oy 1 


—_ —aaa s 
On OLA mot 
erp mn ar ne en FSATI 
_ , 


———_— gs Go any wn 


CO EO 


' 
: 
: 
| 
&. 
I3 
i 


4 


- A. 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


ITY 


fant Subjed, : 
- Buttobear that God bath uſed and honou- 
red theſe papers to the good of any foul, will 
yield me the higheſt content and ſatisfafion 
imaginable, IND tt 
May you but learnthat Leſſon, which is the 
' general Scope and Deſign of this Book, viz. 
| How to walk with God from day to day, and 
make the ſeveral Objefs you behold, Scalz 8 
ale, Wings and ladders to mount your ſouls 
neerer to Him, who is the Center of all bleſſed 
Spirits. How much will it comfort me, and 
confirm my hope, that it was the Call of God 
indeed which put me upon theſe endeavours \/ 
- OSirs ! What an excellent thing would it be 
for you, to make ſuch holy improvements of all 
theſe earthly Objefs which daily incur your 
ſenſes, and cauſe them to proclaim and preach 
to you Divine and beavenly Myſteries, whilfi 
others make them groan, by abuſing them to 


ſevere and knotty, to ſome more facile and plea-| . 


| fin, and ſubjefling them to their Iuſts.. A man 
| may be ca# into ſuch a condition, wherein he | 
cannot enjoy the bleſſing and benefit of. a pious' 
and powerful Miniftry ; but you cannot« ( or- 


\dinarily ) fall into ſuch a condition wherein 
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any thing (except a bad heart ) can deprive you 
of the benefits and comforts of thoſe excellent 
Sermons and Divinity Leftures;which the crea- 
tures here offer topreach and read to you 
Content not your ſelves, Theſeech you, with 
that natural ſweetneſs the creatures afford ; for 
thereof tbe beaſts are capable, as much , if not 
| morethan you ; bat uſe them to that ſpiritual 
ends you are here directed, and they will yield 
you a ſweetneſs far tranſcending thoſe natural 
| fweetneſs you ever reliſhed in them; and in- 
deed, you newer uſe the creatures as their 
| Lord's, till you come to fee your Lord, inand 
by them, I confeſs the diſcoveries of God in the 
World are far more excellent, cleer and pow- 
erfal ; He hath magnified his Word above all 
his Name. - An therein are tbe unſearchable 
riches of Chriſt, or rich difcoveries of that | 
grace that ww” —_— in _ 2 as the- 
Apofiles expreſſion ſtanifies, Eph. 3. 6. 
F1 5/587 bes which might 77, "i of God by 
the creatures , .leave men without excuſe ; as 
it 35 manifeſt, Rom. 1. 20. How inexcuſable 
then will thoſe be, wbo have received not only 
#be teaobtings of the creature, but alſo the grace 
tn—__ in vain ! How ſhall we clcape, 
7 if 
| 
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| are careleſs inthe day of grace, ſhall be ſpeech- 


fel —— —Nonumque prematur in annum , 
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if wenegle& ſo great ſalvation ? They that 


leſs in the day of judgment, 
Iam fenſuble of many defefts in theſe Papers 


they were written ; nor was I willing to keep" 
them fo long under hand, as the Scear ahenefs.| 
and exatineſs with which ſuch a ſubjef ought 
to be handled did require, Had{/ Clones Ay. 
own credit, 1 ſhould hawe obſerved that coun- 


Ct. e. ) Tohave kept it much longer under the 
file, before { had expoſed it to publick. view ; 
but 1 rather inclined to Solomons counſel ,| 
Whatever thy hand finds out todo, do it with 
all thy might; for there is na wiſdom, nor 


thou art going, Eccleſs 9. 10. 


to be uſed for the infirufion and. convidion | 


at leaft, are leſs affeed with it-. The Propofiti- 


Cas well as in my ſelf; _) they have doubtleſs a| 
taſte of the diſiraftions of the times wherein 


knowledge, nor device in the graye, whither | 
T apprehended a neceſſity of ſome ſuch means | 


of countrey people; who either are not capable | | 
of underſtanding truth in another. Dialet, or | 


on in every Chapter conſiſts. of an Obſervation | 


in. Huibandry; whereip if I haus failed in| . 
| ”"- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | | 
' uſing any improper expreſſuon 2 your canzour 

| will cover it, and impute it to my unacquaint- 
 edneſs in real affairs -—In magnis voluifſe 
fateſt. CLISY 
| The Reddition, or Application, you will 
' find ( 1 hope ) both pertinent and cloſe. The 
Reflefions ſerious, and ſuch (as T hope _) your | 
 Conſciences will faithfully improve, 1bave ſhut 
| up every chapter with a Yoern, an inngcent bait 


'to catch the Readers Soul. #7 


| That of Herbert 7s experimentally true. | | 
A Verſemay find him that a Sermon flies. 


| And turn delight intoa Sacrifice, 


cially in this ſcribling Age, wherein we may. 
complain with the Poet. 

Scribimus indo&1,dottiq; poemata paſſim) 
To bave ſet my dull fancy upon the Rack to 
extort a Poem to entertain my Reader,; for 1 
cannot ſay with Ovid , Sponte ſua carmen, | 


|Seamen induced by the pleaſure of a verſe, have 
\taken much pains to learn the Poems in their 
|Compals by heart: and I hope both the Chil- 


WTF '4 
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will | 


_ T ſhould never have been perſwaded C eſpe- 


wc. but that 1 have been informed, that many | © 
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CC 


0, how much better willit be ſo to do, than to 


diſpoſe them to much wickedneſs, by irritating 
their natural corruption! But theſe are purer 
flames, you will find nothing here of ſuch a ten- 


dency. 


'Tis guilt, not Poetry, to be like thoſe 
Whoſe wit 1n verſe,is downrightſin in proſe. 
Whole ſtudies are Profaneneſs, as if' then 
They only were good Poets, when bad men. 


I ſhall add no more, but to beg that God 
who inftrudteth the Husbandman in his civil 
Calling, to teach him-wiſdom ſpiritually to 


will learn to exerciſe themfelves this way alſo. 


| fluff their memories with obſcene Ballads and| * 
| filthy Songs, which corrupt their minds, and 


improve it; and particularly, that you may 
reap a crop of nuch ſpiritual benefit, from that | 
feed which is bere fown by the band of the 
Lords unprofitable ſervant, and in him, 


Your very affectionate 
' Friend and Seryant, 


Journ FLAVELL.| 


TO| 


C——m—_—_—_ 


D. Dig. 


"ul p » 
Po 4 y "y _ WOROEIY ated _—  —_— 
mm es A = a : — om at bogs a ww Ps; "i 
— uo OE be OSHA? © a9 —_— TITS = ay hos — old « os. 8 ——$r——— 
-. a IN d 0 wr OE Sy - Ry 7 mw ” 
_— _ 2” a ee EF REIT RRS——_7 I _ > : 


> 3 ” . C - ot ” 
bo -K*.... && Sod ya x ” S . SO . ergo » . _— EY = 
- i _ as > eades _— * . Fad NT . Pars Lone a es w -- Wes», — ———— Rn ara au > 
— =o por , _ - b. * . - s — 
7 -— 
- TIES 


—— 


RESELL 


PWR 1. - 
#"% HF 0 
+» o 2 


SECEDEEEEEESES 
Eb pdt ip 


TO THE 


CHRISTIAN READER.| 


Here are three things wherein (as it hath 
© * been ſaid, long before my day) the: ex- 
| erciſe of Godlineſs doth chiefly confiſt : 
'Prayer , Temptation , Meditation. - Me- 
ditation is the Subje& of this following Manual. 
The Obje& of Meditation is twofold. Firſt, The 
1 Word : Secondly, The Works of God. . The 
Works of God are twofold. Firſt, Internal. Se- 
condly, External. The External works of God are 
twofold. Firſt, Of Creation : Secondly, of Provi- 
dence. The works of Providence are likewiſe two- 
fold. Firſt, In _— Civil, the Lordordering and 
over-ruling all the affairs and motions of ſingle Per- 
ſons, Familiesand Nations, in a ſubſerviency to his! | 
own-moſt- holy Ends, ;- and Purpoſes : Se-| 
condly, In things Natural,  the-Lord i ing the 
Husbandman'to diſcretion, and teaching him how 
to Dreſs and Till the Earth, 'that it. may give Seed | 
to the Sower, and Bread to the Eater ; as alſo how 
to breed up and manage the Beaſts of the field, 
both greater-and leſſer Catte], for the uſe and fer- 
vIee-UF Adi nrti's fon df tiet focufent aoees Do bike 
-.- Meditation upon this _ part; of, the Works | 
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To the Chriflian Reader. 


Wi | of God, and his wonderful Providences about them> 
th may raiſe our ſouls very high ; :and while we-wiſely 
| conſider thefe natural things, ' we may grow more | | 
and more wiſe, in and for Spirituals and Eternals. 
The worthy and ingenious Author of the enſuing 
| 4 Diſcourſe, hath fupplicd us-with an excellent help, 
[i | | for the Spiritualizing of the providential Works of 


—_—_— 
I 4 
— 


if | God in natutal things; by Godly Meditations; we 

ſl { chiefly want the help of the holy Spirit (without | 
|: F - which all other helps and helpers are altogether in- 
k 


SF: pf tres 9" we andwmdup our hearts, for this, 

- both profitable and'delightful daty ; yet. the: help 
| which the Lord is pleaſed to-give us for our dwecti- 
 on1nit; by the Miniſtry of man, is not only, not to 
be refuſed, but thankfully received and improved ; 
and all little enough — our hearts to, or keep 
i them atthis work: The beſt of Sarnts (on this fide 
Wn | | heaven) have (though'they arenot eatthly minded) | 
78; muchearthintherr 'minds, which Jike a heavy 'clog 
11 at their heels, or aweight at their hearts, preſicth 
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wes. | them -down''when- they would- make an Eſlay to 
lis | mount-upward mm Meditation. We findit no eafic 


{ tnattetto keep off eatthly. thoughts, when 'we are |- 
moſt{eriouflyi'engaged 1n-heavenly workz how hard 


| is 4t* then to get -4n; and .be fixed _— heavenly 
1.  |thoughty/ while we-are. engaged ;;about earthly 
"4 | work'5' yea,ar(forddiis. the Husbandman,) working 


mot | the yery earth, atid'raling/m the bowels of it. .- 'Tis 
ah 17} ppc of 'of ourhobme&mabe ſpiritually mind- 
1 ſed, while we are-converſing with God-through Je- 
WE: | | ſas'Chriſt-in ſpiritnal .dutic3 3. but ta,;be ſpirtyally 
»1BY | f minded, andto mind ſpiritual things, whan aye are 
484  [corivetſing withithe clodslofthercarth,and, the fur- 
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| daily praftice. of it, Eartbly obje@suſually hinder us 
in our way; ſometimes turns usquiteout of our way 
toheaven.) Many plow and fow,. dig and-;delve.thel - 


| 
| profeſſion,are Husbandmen in a-figure)ta undertake, 


 [only.for the'p X age, t.for ity. 
= wy 
| well as profited, -in peruſing thelabours of this Auy 


Tothe Chriftion Render. 


and Graſs, with Trees and Plants, with Sheep and 
Oxen, when we behold the birds and fowls of the 
Air , the Worms, ,and all that creep upon the 
ground , then (I ay!) to be..ſpiritually - minded, | 
[and thence [to' have: our- thoughts: aſcending! and 
ſoaring up to Got , 'in' heart-attething and. quick-, 
ning contemplations, witneſleth an high degtee of 


| 
| rows of the field , when. we have'to do with Corn 


hdder out of earthly-materiak, for the railingof our 
ſelves in ſpirit up, to heayen, is; the: Art of Arts. 
Holy and happy-1ndeed are they! who. ({ being' 
taught.of God ) havelearnetd this Art,/and-livein'the 


earth; till their:hearts become as earthly. as the carth' 
it © :- many deal about the beaſts of the field, till 
themſelves become even bruitiſh. Is-it not then a bleſ(-: 
ſed defign which this Author: aims and: drives at, {0 
to' ſpiritualize all ſorts, -or the whoſe pe of earth- 
Iy Husbandry, that' all forts of: Husbandmen may be- 
come ſpiritual andheavenly 2 It ſeems to me a token 
for good;that God hath'an-intendment of ſome ſpeci- 
al good tothe ſoubof ſach as are by profeſhan; pro- 

 Hurhandmern, fecing AOAIEN put 3tinto the 
| noke oftwodaitbfidl Miniſters ( who-withzallof that 


though ina different way, this ſubje&t, and ——_— 
their laboursin-print; that they may be of uſe, nog 


but. for poſteri | 
And\thiit the” Hl dman may be oleaſed . as 


holinck, and _—_— attajnments. To make a| 
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| out ſuch ſearching Reflections and ſtrong Convitti- 


4 \ PLayer O 
; 


To the Chriftian Reader. 
thor, he hath, with ſingular aptneſs and - acuteneſs, 
contrived and contracted the fum or ſcope of every 
Chapter into an clegant Diſtich or pair of Verſes, 
placed at the head of it, and -concluded it with a 
choice melodious Poem ſuitable to, and dilating up- 
on the whole matter of it. Theſe the Husbandman, | 
who can but read, may quickly tearn and ſing for 
his ſolace, inſtead of thoſe vain Ballads and corrup- 
tin Rimes, which many of that rank areapt _ 
and ſolace themſelves withal, without any benefit, 
yea, much to their hurt, - making their hearts 'more 
corrupt, carnal and vain thereby. 2a 

Let me add one word more to the Reader. This 
Book of Hasbandry Spiritualized, is not calculated | . 
only for the common Husbandman 3 perſons of any | 
calling or condition, may find the Author working 


—C—————— 


ons, from almoſt every part and. particular: of the 
Husbandmans work, as may prove, if faithfully im-- 
_ very uſeful tothemz toſome for their awa- 
ening,. to-conſider the ſtate of their ſouls, whether 
1n/ graceor in nature; toothers for their infttufion, 
conſolation and- encouragetnent 'm the ways of. 
grace, as alſo for their proficiency 'and growth in 
thoſe wayes- :That the:blefiingrof the Lord, and the 
breathings of his good Spirit may! go out with it,;for 
-al I urpoſes; !is. the hearts defirv and | 
bit, 'w O'1s;! 151 EOS o18feH O17 

$3 3:iciy Chriſtian Reader; | 21091: 3 


113! 1, finecre melb-yriſuer po.thy preci- 
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-; Tattaque the vaſſals of Leviaeban. 


rl Beſides the learned Author underſiood, 


| Searches all creeks, atickevery Bark he hails, - 


 - Our rare Amphibion loves not to be pent 


To his Reverend and kearued Friend, | 
Mr. John 'Flavell, on hzs Spiritual 
Navigation and Husbandry. 


| Eeters of Mart tothis dear Servants given, 

By him that fiſts the rufMing winds of heaven 
To fight, and take as ſuch as would not daign 
I*acknowledge him the Seas great Soveraign, | 
He lanch'd his little Pimace,' and began” | 


Auſpicious gales ſwelling his winged Sails, | | 


That ſcarce a Ship our Weſtern Coaſts afford 
Which his brave Pinace hath not laid aboard. 
And what among our Riddles ſome might count, 
Was feen at once at Barwick, and the Mownz. 
Yea, in more Ports hath in one Iaftre been, 
Than Hawkins, Drake, or Cavendiſh have ſeen 
And Prizes of more worth brought home again, 
Than all the Plate-Fleets of- the Kings of Spain. 
But that which makes the wonder fwellche'more;- 
Thoſe whom he took were Beggars all before. 
But reſts he here ? No, no, our friend doth know 
"Tis good t0 bave two ſtrings unto bis Bowe. . | 


Within the bounds of one poor Element, 


That of an idle band there comes no good, | ſ- 
| The Law to him no P#Jpiz doth allow, | 
And now he cannot Preach, he means to Plow, 
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Though Preaching were a crime, yet he foreſaw 
Againſt the Plowman there could be no Law, 
Nor ſtayes heon Reſolves, but out of hand 
He yoaks his Teem, plows up the ſtubborn Land : 
Sows it with precious Seed, harrows again 

: The tougher clods : takes pleaſure in his pain. 
:* Whilſt Orpher*s like, ( which doth'his Art advance ) 
Rocks, Fields, and Woods, after bis pipe do dance. 


Induftrious ſpirit, to what a rich account 

With thy bleſt-Lord, will all thefe labours mount ? 

That every nerve of thy bleſt ſoul doſtply, 

To further heavens Spiritual Hwbandry. 

This kind of Tillage which thou teacheſt us. 

Was never dreamt of by Triptolemus. bi 
Go Reader, turn the leaves 3 and meallow +: 
To pray ( whilſtat thy work ) God ſpeed.the Plow. 


a 


Nicuotas Warrs.! 


a 


A A A A AAIAR ACS SHSOHE: BE 
In Antboris OPERA. 


Et Paracelſus and Van-Helmonts name, 

No more ride triumph on the wings of fame. 
Lo, here's a Chymiſt whoſe diviner skill 

Doth hallowed, from unhallow'd things diſtill. 
Spiritualized Sca affairs agen, 

Makes the rude ground turn Tutor unto men. 

Shews Marixers as by a Compaſs how 

They may unto the Port of Glory row, 

Teacheth the Plowmen from their work to know 

What duties unto God and man they ow. 

Rare Artift! who when many tongues are mute 
Mak'ſ things.that are inanimate, confure 

The Angels fins 3 by preaching unto eyes, 

Truths which in other modes their cars deſpiſe. 
Proſper his pious Labonrs, Lord! however, 

Do not forgeti to crown the Labourer. | *' 


| 'bie raptim cant, 
'- DAN CONDY. 
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Tohis Rewerend and invaluable Friend 


Te Navigation 


| 
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- Peforrming unto us his faithful Word, 


£1 <3 
i 726 


Mr. J. F. upon his Husbandry 
Spiritualied. ; 


Ngenious Sir, what do I ſee? what now! 

Are you come from the Pulpit to the Plow ? 

if o, then pardon meif I profeſs ; 

The Plow deſerves to be ſent to the Preſs. 
Tis not long ſince you went to Sea they ſay, 
Compos'd a * Compals which direQs the way 
And ſteers the courſe to heaven, O blet Art ! 
And bravely done, that you did that impart 
To us, who take it kindly at your hand, © 
And bleſs the Lozd that you are come to Land, 
To be an Husbandman wherein your skill 
With admiration doth your Readers fill. 


- 


One grain will yicid increaſe, it's een-timesten, 
When th*carth's manur'd by ſuch Hysbandmen. 
We may expe rich harveſts, and full crops, 
When heavenly dew deſcendeth in ſuch drops, 
Of ſpiritual rainz to water every field . 


- That it fullheaps of grace to God may yjeld. 


'1 muſt adore the wiſdom of that God. 
That makes men wife, who even from a clod 
Of earth can raiſe ſuch heavenly Meditation 
Untoa pitch of higheſt elevation. 

Belides, I mark the goodneſs of the Lord 
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| Sion at haftiwvill have a gloriousiay:.! 51-111 | 
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That all CE IINnG 1igimT . | 
Which in ſome meaaklreldfers/onfcompliimgss 17 boa 


For though our:Pulpitmetcitsdo:prUvn Hefs,/i1cn I 2.4 
We have ſome gradiobg heÞs yet fromthe Prefs. 1241 101 
And herein allathe zzould may pliioljfeegbiuim znoiq cH 
That faithfulſfervantslwAll notay tebe) viicnrg 57} is 2vio 
We have ſome bricks; althoughicheiftvaroþeigdtien or 77 
The Churchraedaſd ſhallþbewbpvlilart fiddenx? 1510b 5.4 

What ever men or Devilgact;: or lay;2 7:56 [11121 4 

L YVolili dd 

The wretched muck-worm that from morn to night 
Labours if *twere for an heavenly "6 m 
r 


t all he, moſt 
e 6A rs C 
To feed his tired carkaſe, if himſelf 
Have by his karking got a little pelf 
Leave it he muſt to one he knows not whom) 
And then muſt come unto eternal doom 3 
And here his poor negle&ed wretched foul 
Tell him at laſt that he hath play'd the fool. 
' But here he's taught how he before he dye 
May lay up treaſure for eternity. 
Wherein he may be rich, yea, much more 


When earth's more worth than h&aven,and gold than grace | 


Then let the worldling run his bruitiſh race; 
But not before, unleſs he do intend 
To meet with ſoul-deſtruction in the end. 
But I muſt leave him; and return again 
To gratul e Authortfor his pain. . 
And here I can't forbear tolet my pen 
To tell the world of all the Husbandmen: 
That er'e I met, he, he hath hit the vein 


Fccompence the Labourers hard pain, 
_ Ana taught him how to get the greateſt gain. 


.- } Whercin he treads a path not trod before, 2 ; AY 
fir | By. which indeea his skill Ws the mor& + Fett 
2+ © . +. X% :, | | 


- I might Emcemiume give him great and 

And yet come ſhoet of what's hls due. we 

But I muſt not walk in forbidden wayes 

For therchy IT am ſuec I ſhould dil 

His pious mind, who doth and can. 

Give all the praiſe to the great Huzbandman. 

Who wilt his. graces in his ſexvancs own, 

But doth cxpe& himſelf to weas the Crown, 
Farewell dear Sir, 1 take my leave, and now 
Will ſay no morc bue this, God ſpeed the Plow. 


Epwand Jereeny.| 


EPISIELE 


TO THE 
Intelligent Countrey READER. 


DP & HOU here the fruit ome of mm 
AS /pere a which ao £ fone of v7 
; when by of provideaxce : was thruit 
> fromthe ſociety of many dear friends , 
; into a ſolitary countrey dwelling. I ow 
| none will ervy me theſe innocent deli 
which I mM ont of my lonely walks, whereby the / 
ſweetned my ſolitudes hom "Tie like thou wilt find 


ſure thee, 1 hriow of. nome that the moſt 
[ge to the praiſe of Prog that I heve fa 
thoje 7 whic alan Readers 
bebe and moſt hes, 


ſome paſſages here, that are harmleſly pleaſan 5; get T 4 


er can cenſure as ſinfully light and vain. Tow "ap Hh he: 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


ETD _ 


[fo be the Ordinances for Inſtruction, Caution, and 
Conſolation to zzy own ſoul: yea, ſuch a degree of com- 
fort, Ido profeſs, to have found by theſe things, as hath 
much endeared the country life to ne, and made me much 
better to underſtand that ſaying of Horace, than when I 
learn'd it at ſchool, | | 


Noviſtine locum potiorem rure beato ? \ 
Eſt ubr plus tempeant hyemes? ub!1 gratior aura? 
O rus, .quanda te ad{piciam 2 quandoque licebit 
| Nunc veterum libris, mincſomno, &inertibushortis 
| Ducere ſolicitz jucunda obhivia vitz, (7. e. ) 
What life can with the Countrey life compare £ 
IVhere breaths the pureſt, 4nd moſt healthful Air.-: 
Where nndiſturb'd, gzy ſtudigs 1 purſue. F: 
And when 1 fleep, bid all my cares adien. Rs 
3 1 07 

And what I have found. ſo beneficial to wry felf, I can- 
not but think v1ay bt fo to-otkers: I aſſure thee Reader, I 
an not fond of any of theſe conceptions; .and yet I think) 
I may modeſtly enongh ſay, that the emptieſt leaf in this | 
book, may ove for more-thd better nſes than a meer di | 
verſion, whe thotf thnſt: find leiſure to peruſe it, | I know 
your thmbles ant tares are many; 'und though your con- 
dition af life hath #1any innocent comforts, aud outward 
mergiesto ſweeten it, yet ] believe moſt of.you have found, 
that ancient \ ijing of Anzoxion "expperiMentally true 
"Ex 77 mg 37 TH eopyias yAvKDG 2, bo 3. SOS 4 
Some-bittex troubles Countrey men do meet, 
Wherewith the Lord:doth- intermix their ſweet, - 


i; (Theeares of your mings, +re commonly wo leſs than 
A of your BQgics 3, it xonceres Yu therefore, to 
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and 1 know no better 


ſweeten what you 
reed to. O friends / 


way for that than whale | 
what advantages have you for #ual life? Why may 
you not have two harveſts eVerF* year £- one for your 
ſouls, another for your bodies > if. you conld thus learn 


Eva TROTman Tug Of aye 
. wt elk , 1 jog nee. 1 
Profecſs thy ſelf an Husbandman, - ' 
And wicked too! believ't that can. 


What you are, godly or wicked is not for me (that am 
a ſtranger to noſiof you ) to determine; but if you are 
not godly,it is my gdefrre and deſign to make you ſo; and I 
could notithink; oi a #tote 'prabable means to accompliſh 
this honeſt deſign, than what I have here uſed, Methinks 
it ſhould be a pleaſure to you, when you come weary out of 
the fields from Plow, or any other labour, to ſit down in 
|the evening, and read that chapter which concerns that 
particular buſineſs, and refreſh your Souls even from that 
which hath wearied your bodies. Were your hearts but 
heavenly,and more time allowed for ſpiritual Husbandry, 
your inward comforts would be much more,and your ont-| 
|ward gains not 2 jot leſs ; for if the ſucceſs of all your! 
civil labours-and-ineployments depend upon the pleaſure' 
and will of God: (as all that are not Atheiſts doacknow-' 
ledge) then certainly, your buſineſs can ſucced never the? 
[worſe, for your endeauours to pleaſe hin, upon thoſe. 
Ipleaſure it fo intirely depends. I have many times lifted 


= Husband your Husbandty.. Methinks ſpiritual Me- 
ditations do even put themſelves upon yar..\blusbanduen' 
of ald were generally preſumed to be honeſt and good. 


—— 


men > what elſe means that ſaying of Menan' er, Aygoin& 


{up my heart to heaven, whilſt theſe papers were under my'\; 
| | hand\\ © 


nw 
oe Ding OO mETRr Gan__- 
© A + 


_ DEED IS " 
A bs LIEES 
” L ol P 
F 3s 
W uw Þ 


h or a ſpecial bien” Setermpary them, when 
eo ala be in yourge I _ Lord accompliſh my de- 
| ſires by themupon youjans, you ſhall exjoy two heavens, 
one here, and anothef” hereafter. Wonld not that be 
fweet £ The Hiſtoriantells us, that Altitius Serarius 
was ſowing Corn in the field, when Q. Cincinnatus 
came to him bare headed, with letters from the Senate, 
fignifying that he was choſen to the DiCtatorthip. - 1 hope 
the Lord will ſs bleſs and ſucced theſe laboxrs, that ma- 
219 of you will be called from holding the Plow onearth, 
to wear the Crown of glory in Heaven ; which is the|. 
ſincere deſire 


Of 


Your hearty well-wither 


Joun Fraverr. 


Aurhor to the Reader. 


Ome you whoſe liſining ears do even. itch 
To hear the way.preſcrib'd of growing richz 
Fle ſhew you how to make your Tenements 
Ten thouſand times more worth,and yet your rents 

Not rais'd a farthing 3 here my Reader (ces, 

A way to make his dead and barren trees 

Yield precious fruit, his Sheep though ne*re ſo bad 

Bear colden fleeces, ſuch ne*re 7aſor had. 

In every thing your gain ſhall more than double, 

And all this had with far lefs toil and trouble. 

Mcthinks, I hear thee ſay this cannot be, 

Ple ne're believe it : well, read on and (ce. 

Reader, hadſt thou but ſenſes exercis'd 

To judge aright 3 were ſpiritual things but priz'd 

At their juſt value, thou wouldſt quickly ſay 

*Tis ſo indeed 3 thou wouldft not go thy way 

Like one that's diſappointed, and ſo fling 

The book aſide, Ithonught *twas ſome ſuch thing, 

Time was when Countrey Chriſtians did afford, 

More hours and pains about God's holy Word 

Witneſs the man whodid moſt gladly pay 

For ſome few leaves his whole Cart Ioad of Hay. 

| And time ſhall be when heavenly truth that warms 

The heart ſhall be prefer'd before your Farms. 

When Holineſs as ſacred Scripture tells, 

Shall be engraven on the Horſes bells. 

[Sar haſtcn onthoſe much deſired times 3 


And to that purpoſe bleſs theſe Rural Rimes, 
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Yuicnlts! the following diſcourſe, -- 


The Apoftle'sſcope in the context beings 

Prels- the vainglory -and enwlatiori of the-Coni 
mhftead of thankfulneſs for, and ant my ea ww ; 
| provement'ef the excellent bleſſings M Fes 
| al] into vain oftentation and tr n&atferai 


ps another Apotlos, in che man tinge dag ve rt yeral | 


| 


| 


The. PROEM. 


I, 
2. 


' 2 * Fideles 00- 
 , Cantor aer, 


Tn@pyer, quia 
a Deo per paſto-| 
res, tanguan 


arvam excolun- | 
Iure 


| merct 


'of the choice e bleſſings they- night have received from them 


both. 


their vanity, and diſcovers the evil of ſuch praQtices 3 by {c- 
vera] AFERRents ,. amongſt which this is one. 
: Ye are Gods: Husbandry, q. d. 


| What are ye, buta field, or plot of ground, to be manured. 


| and cultivated for God ? and whatarc Parxl, Apollo, and Ce- 


| phas, but ſo many work-men and labourers, imployed by 
God, the gre#/Husbandypan t antand water yon all? __ 
If then, y ſhall glozy in me, a deſpiſe. othee, yah 
take t dy \way to diipriv@your iges obthe Etnchts and 
_ milph ro ynt-Mini 
you are Obliged to bleſs him for the Miniſtry of both, and-it 
will be your fin if you deſpiſe either. If the work-men' be 
iſcouraged in their fas Ke the field that loſes and ſuf- 
fers by itz fo thatyhe 
irate the Rel56d 
1. Which the —_ have to God. 


Husbandman.to his ground-ortillage, The-ayee | 
hes Gods: *- Arable, or that-plot.of groung: Le4nth Get ma 
[nares by the Miniſtry of. Paſtors and 1 cacin 5 Da ST. 


| | bands ſervants tohim, and his revs , wh ; Pete notion 
carries in it the perpetual neceffity of a Goſpet-Minifiry..(For 
what fruit cafr be:expeaQed: where - there are none to tilhthe 


ground? ) Asalſo the diligence., accquntableneſs ,' and. re- 
wards, which theſe labourers are to give to,: and; receive 
from God, the'great Husbandman. Al] runs intochis. 


4 That-thelife and imployment of an Husbandman ,; ex- 
{- cellently ſhadows..forth the relation beewix| 'God-and | : 
his Church , and: thexclative duties bekwrdt its Mi- | 


niſters and Members. | 
Or more bricfly-thus. 


yrg. alepilitudey ſerving to il- 


2. : Which God's Miniſters have to«the:Ghurches, | 
The relation: betwine God and them, 4s, Us azet og | 


Fo care this growing miſchief in the Churches, he checks | 


of them | 
all. God hath uſed me to plant you, and Apolls to water you3z| 


xe» abbey, 9 a 
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| them, Lxke 11.21 butupon payment of this ſum ts Jultice, 


| 4s 26.18. nor the 
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The Church is Gods Husbandry , about 
Miniſters are imployed. 


open the particulars wherein the reſemblanee conliſts3- and 
ſhall diſpatch/in theſe twenty particulars following; 
ble conſideration for them, Fer. 32. 9, 10. 


Price, even the precious blood of his own Son," As 20.28, 
Feed the Church of God, which be bath purchaſed; or acquired 
with his own blood. - O dear-bought cinheritance, how much 


was any inheritance bought at ſuch a rate: every 
e&R perſon, and none 1n th 
purehaſe, the reft till remain in Devils right. Sin made 
a forfeityre of all to Juſtice, upon which batan centred and 


and tovk poſſeſſion, and as a ftrong tnan armed, keeps it in 


the Ele&t (who only are intended in this purchaſe) pa over 
into Gods-right and propriety, and now are ntither Satinis, 
ic own, 1*Cor. 6. 19. but” the Lords 
peculiar. 1 Pet 2,6. And to fhew how much they att his 
own, you have two poſſeſſives in one verſe, Cant. 8; 12, My 
vineyard, which is mine 1s before me. Mine, which ii mine. © 

Husbandmen divide and ſeparate their own Eands from 
other mens, they have their Land-marks and boundaries, by 
which propriety is preſerved, Deut. 25. 17. Prov. 22.28. 

So are the people of God wonderfully. ſeparated: and di- 
ftinguiſhed from all the people of the eatth, Pſel. 4. 3- The 
Lord bath ſet apart him that is godly for himſelf, and the Lord 


* 


which his | 
I ſhall not here obſerve my uſual Method, '( intending wo 
more but a Preface to the following Diſcourſe-) but only 
then' draw ſome Corollaries from 'the' whole. The firſt I 
The Husbandman purchaſes his fields, and gives a valua- 


So hath God purchaſed his Church with a full- valuable. 


doth this beſpeak its worth ? pr rather the high eſteem God | 
hath of it, topay down blood, and ſuch blood for it Fa x | 
reicuſar | 


ut fuch azggee compretiended in this | 


| knoweth who are his, 2 Tim. 2.19. It is a ſpecial a& of grace, | * 

| to, be incloſed by God out of the wafte howling wildernef8 of | -+> -: 
| the world, Dexr. 33.16. This God did intentionally, -inthe 
decree before the world was3 which decree. 48 executed "in |. 


their fanQtification and adoption. 
yy B 2 
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\  Corn-tields are carcfully fenced by the: Husbandman with | 
hedges and ditches, to preſerve their fruits from beaſts that | 
would otherwiſe over-run and. deſtroy them —Noru minor 
eft virtws quam querere partatueri. It is as good Husbandry to 
keep what we have, as to acquire more than we had. 

|  Mywell-bel,ved hath avineyardin a very fruitful bill, and be 

fenced it, Iſa..5. 1,2. No inheritance is better defended and 
ſecured than the- Lords inheritance, Pſal. 125.2. As the 
mountains are round about Jeruſalem,ſo the Lord is round about 
bis prople. So careful is he tor their ſafety, t92t he createth upon. 

every dwelling place of mount Sion,” aud wpon her aſſemblies, a 

\cloud aud ſmoak by day, the ſhining of a flaming fire by night; 

| for.upoe all the glory ſhall -be a defence, Tſa. 4.5. Not a particular | 

Saint but is hedged about and incloſed in arms of power and 

love, Job 1.10. Thox baſt made a bedge about him. The Deyil 

fain wauld, but by his own confeſſion could not break over 
that hedge-to nor cnBhs Gods permiſſion made a gap for 


him: ,Yea,: he not only\akes an hedge, but a wall about 
them, and that of fire, Zech, 2.5. Sets a guard of Angels to ex- 
camp round about them that fear him, Pſal..34.7. and willnot 
truſt them with a ſingle guard of Angels. neither, though 
their power be great, and love to the Saints as great; but 
watches over them himfelf alſo, 1ſa. 27:2,3. Sing yexnto ber, 
4.vineyard of red wine, I the Lord do keep is, Twill water it every | 
moment; leſt any burt it, I will kgep is night and day. ... 

4: Prop.  Husbandmen carry. out their Gompoſt;, to fertilize their 
3? Bt | arable ground, they dung it, drels it, . and keep it in hearc.; 
= 2, | and intheſe weſtern parts are at great charges to bring lime , 


o #+ KA : 
& 3 3 LC 


* | and ſalt water ſand to quicken their thin and cold ſoy]. 


Ec R edit { * Lord,let it alone this year alſo, till T ſhall dig about it and dung 
FF. tit; audif it bear fruit well, if not,.cat it down, Luke 13. S. 


O'the rich dreſſing which God beſtows upon his Churches ! 
| - they are coſtly helds indeed, dreſſed and fertilized, not only by 
k | precious Ordinances and Providences, but alſo by-the ſweat, 
Irochier in Co- | YE2, blood of the diſpenſers of them. Tox Londoners ( ſath 
lof, p. 552. | Mr. Lockier)' are.trees watred choicely indeed ; "tis: ſtoried o 
ok þthe Palm-tree.,, thaz. at its firſt tranſplanting into Italy , 
'trwas watred with wine, 1 cannot ſay ( ſaith be _) that 
: | you 
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humbly and truly ſay , that if our choicejt ſtrength and | 
ſpirits may be named inſtead of water, win? or if the 
bleſſings which hath gone aloug with theſe waters , "at any 
time, hath turned them _ into win? , in vigour upm your 
ſouls 1 then hath God by ms, watred your roots with 
Wine. ,. | $1.06 26 

The Husbandman builds his houſe where. he makes- his ! 
purchaſe, dwells upon his Land, and frequently vifits it 3 he 


knows, that ſuch as dwell far from their Lands, are not far | 
| 


from Joſs. Fs on Et VELA En al 

" So doth God. where ever-heplants a Church, there doth 
he tix his habitation, intending there to dwell, Pſal. 46: 5. 
God 44 in the midjt of ber, ſhe ſhall not be moved. | Thus God 
came to dwell upon his own Fee and Inheritance, in Judes, 
Lev, 26.11, 12. And I will ſet my tabernacle amongſt you , 
and will be your God, and ye ſhall be my peopte. Which promiſe 
is again renewed to his Churches af. the New Teſtament , | 
2 Cor..6.16. - And when the Churches ſhall be in their 

ogrcateſt flouriſh and purity, then ſhall there be the fulleſt and | 
moſt glorious manifeſtation of the divine preſence. among 
them, Rev. 21.3. AndTheard a great voyce out of beaven, ſays | 


with them and be their God, Hence:the Aﬀemblics- are called 
the places of his feet—And there they behold ths beauty of the 
Lord, Pſal, 27. | 

Husbandmen grudge not at the coſt they are at for their 
tillage 3 but as they lay out vaſt ſums upon it, ſo, they do'it. 
cheerfully. I Mkt 27 os | 
_ * And now, O inhabitants of Jeruſalems: and men of Judah, 
judge I pray you betwixt me. and my vineyard ; what could have- 
been done more to my vineyard, that T have net done init? And 
as he beſtows upon his heritage, the choiceſt :mercies, ſo he 


plant themiin this Land aſſuredly,with-my w 1 
my whole ſoul. It is notghe giving out of: mercy: (faith one): 
that  grieveth God, but the recoyling of his: mercies back. 


, you have been ſo watred by me I dare wht y but this T can | 


ing, behold:the Tabernacle of God u with men, ard be will dwell | 


doth it with the greateli cheartulneſ(s3. for he ſaith, Fere-325% 4 
41. Twill rejoyce over them, to do them goed; and Þ will |”. 
pate beart and with! 
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| . IB. Prop. 


Rediit. 


Paſtitur Chri- 
fids quando 
ſuorum wvirtutes 
cider, liilia 
decerpit, quando 


F.,_ 1 optimum quem- 


"4q ze ex har vita 
traducit. Traps 
in log 


E ; 9. Prop. 


| Rediit. 


| in bis Saints, a 


—_— 
—— 


agairi upon him by: the creatures ingratitude. 


When Husbandmen have been at coſt and pains abeut their | 
Husbandry, they expe fruit from it an{werable to:their | 
pains and expences about ir : Behold (ſaith Famer) the Hu- 
bandman waiteth for the precious fraits of the earth, Jam. 5.2. 

And be locked that it ſhould bring forth fruit, Ia. 5.2. This 
Heavenly Husbandman waits for the fruits of his fields allo 3. 
never did any Husbandman long for the delired Harveſt , 
more than God doth for the fruits of holineſs from his Saints 3 
great are the expecations of God from his people: And 
when the time of the fruit drew near, he ſent his ſervants tothe 
Husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of ts 

 Husbandmen ate much delighted to ſee the ſucceſs of their 
labours, it comforts. them over all their hard pains and ma-- 
ny weary days, to ſee a good increaſe. _ | | 

Much more is God delighted in beholding the flouriſhing * 
graces of his people it pleaſes him to ſee his plants laden 
with fruit, and his valleys ſing with Corn, Cant. 6.2. My 
beloved is gone down into bis Garden, into his beds of ſpices, to 
feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies. Theſe beds of ſpices 
(ſay Expolitors) are the particular Churches,the companies of 
Believers 3 he goes to feed in theſe gardens, like. as men go 
to their gardens to make-merry, or to gather fruit, Cant. 4. 
16... He eats his pleaſant fruit, viz. His peoples holy perfor- 
mances, ſweeter to him than any Ambroſia ;, thus he feeds in 
the gardens, and he pathers lillies when he tranſlates good 
ſouls into his Kingdom above 3 For the Lord taketh pleaſure 
will beantifiethe meek with ſalvation. 

The Husbandman is exceedingly grieved when he ſees the 
hopes of a good crop diſappointed, and his ficlds prove bar- 
ren or blalted. | 

So the Lord expreſſes his grief for, and anger againſthis 
people , when they bring forth no fruits, or wild fruits, 
worſe than none, Hoſ. 9,16. Ephraim is ſmittes, their root 
is dried wp. Chriſt was exceedingly diſpleaſed with the fig- 
tree,and curſed it fos its barrenneſs it grieves him to the heart 
when his: ſervants. return to him with ſuch complaints as 


|-cheſe, Fehave Iaboured in vain, we have ſpent our ſtrength for 
. |, ought, 


Husband-- 
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Hyusbandmen implay many labourers:to | 
felds, | there is need! of many hands for ſuch a multiplicity of 
buſineſs. | 

God hath diverhity of workmen alfo in the "Churches, 


lifts, and ſame Paſtors end Teachers, for thu perfedling of the | 
Saints for the work, of the Miniftry. . Amos 3.7. Lhave ſent | 
[ my ſervants } ths Prophets. *Tis dual with the Apoſtles to 
place this tithe of fervant among their honorary titles, thongh | 
a prophane mouth once called it, Probroſum artificiam, a for- 
did attifice. ' -Chrift hath ftampt a grear deal- of dignity up- 
on his" Miniſters, -in retaining them-for:theneareſt ſervice to 
himſelf, I. Cor, 4. 1. ' Let's man. ſo, acconiy of 1, ar of 
the Miniſters. of Chriſt ; they are workers together with 
God: the Husbandman works in the field among his labou- 
ret5; 20d the.great God difdaineth-not to work in and with 
bis poor ſervants inthe work of the Minifttys | .* 
-  , The work about, which Husbandmen: imploy their fer- 
vants itr: the ficld, is toilſom: and:{pending.- You fee they 
ter them. ; ; 4 
But Gods workmen have a. much harder task than they. 
Hence they:are fet forth ig Scripture 'by the: laborious ox, 
-||1 Cor. 9. 9. Rev. 4.7. . Some derive the word! * Deacon 
. from a word that fignifies:dutt, to ſhew the laboriouſnels of 
their imployment, Iabouring{till even choaked with duſtand , 
ſweat, *Tis ſaid of Epapbroditus, Phil. 2,13. That for the 
work of Chriſt he was ſick, and nigh unio death ; not regard- 
ing his life to ſupply their lack, of ſervice. ' The Apoltles ex- 


' mightily... The word {ignifies, ſuch ſpending labour as puts 


The immediate end of the Husbandmans labour, and his 


it more flouriſning and truittul.. 


work in their 10. Props: 


| a 
Reddit. 
whom he ſends forth to labour in his fpiritual fields, Eph. | Reddit 
4.12. He gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophees, ſome Evange- | 


'come home at night as weary as they can draw their legs af- |. 


preifion, Cob, 1. wlt. is very emphatical, pherennzo I alſs|, 
Labour, ſtriving according to his 'working which worketh in me | 


a man into an agony 3 and bleſſed is that ſervant, whom his;. 


Lord when he cometh ſhall.fhind ſo doing. . * SEA 


ſervants labour, is for the improvement of his Land, tomake| 


The | 


II, '\Prop. 
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| ſhould live of the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 9.14. The workman oy 


| the, bread of life to ſouls, ſhould be ſuffered to wanting | 
| God would not;have the mouth of the x huz- | 
ongpee oy led. at creads out the Corn, but have liberty-to eat; jas well = | 


The ſcope and end of the po” is for Sa Churches be- 
; ncht and advantage. 
; ritage, as if the Church were for them, and not theyfor the” 


: Charch nor ſerve themſelves of it, but be the Chutehes| 


| ſervants for Jeſus ſake, 2 Cor. 4. 6. the power they have; 


[ their own; but the Churches ſtock and treaſure. 
their work to him that imploy'd them. 


ſouls committed to.them. They are Stewards: of the Myſte- 
ries.of God, 1 Cor.., 4.1.. and Stewards are accountable. wy 
watch for your ſouls (faith the Apoſtle) as #hey that muſt give 

an account, Heb, 13.7. It theſe ſervants be unfaithful jn their 


| ſouls. 


manuripgarid:plowing the. fields,” do maintain themſelyes 
and their familiesby their labouts 3 their nar are CB 
for.themſelyes and-theirs. - ; 


cn 
38 C4 _ 


They muſt not lord it over-Gods' he- | 


ved being for edification, and not for deſtruction, 2 Corning! 
8. Chrilt hath given them to the Churches, their gifts, theiw 
' time, their ſtrength, and all their miniſterial talents are cog | 

The workmen that labour in the fields, are accountable for} 


Church-Officers are alſo. accountable to -God for all the | 


Thoſe that ſpend their time and Arengeh all their. days in| 
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work. and truſt, the blood:of ſouls ſhall be required at their], 
bands, Ezek, 3.17, 18. which ate folmina, non verba ({aith}--" | 
Eraſmus ) thunderbolts, -rather than words. The guile,pf j, 
| blogd is the greateſt, guilt's and of all blood, the blood OY { 


Even ſo hath God ordained, that ibey abich 3 pi6ad 
| of bis meat,” Mat. 10, 10. Tis afad thing, if thoſe who wed 


themſelves... 


i Yet;- if any pretender:to the Miniſtry be I 

Joves to-tread out the corn, ( 2. 8. ) cares. 

bytſugh as brings i in pony pay3 he therein athctently 

yets his beaſt ne. Min 
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{loud ſpeaking judgment , when God ſhall ſay tothem as to | 


 { cious hearts, yet even then, the keepers of the vineyard have | 


"The. PROEM. 


—_—_— 


ut off from thier labours by ſtormy weather, which drives 
them out of the tields and makes them let all ly, till it clear 
up again 3 yet mean while they are not idle but imploy them- 
ſelves in home-work. 1 


to Gods workmen to be rendred uſeleſs and unſerviceable to | 
the Churches, by thoſe ſtorms of trouble, which drive them 
from their publick Miniſterial work. With what a heavy 
heart did Pan! go off from his work at Epheſus, Acts 20. 
It ſpends-a Minitier to preach, but more to be tilent. *Tis a 


Ezekiel, Son of man, Twill make thy tongue cleave to the roof | 
of thy mouth, and thou ſhalt be dumb, Ezek. 3.26. Such li- | 
lencing providences, ſpeaking thundering language to gra-+ , 


a private vineyard of their own.to look after, they have much [ 
home-work when no out- work. | 
There is a vaſt difference betwixt thoſe fields which have 
beenfwell Husbanded, and dreſt by a $kilful and diligent 
Husbandman 3 and thoſe that have been long out of Husban- 
dry. How fragrant is the one | how dry end Laces the other? 
When you pals by a field well dreſſed and fenced, every 
thing proſperous and in: cxquilite order, you may know 
without farther enquiry, that a good Husband lives there. 
Thus ftands the caſe betwixt thoſe places which God hath | Reddit. 
bleſt with a faithful painful Miniſtry, and ſuch as have none, 
or worſe than none. For as the Husbandmans coft and pains bg 


16, Prop, 


Miniſters pains and diligence is (ordinarily) ſeen in the hea- 
venly lives and flouriſhing graces of the people. The Chur- 


inſtruments ſpent much of their time and pains, became fa- | 
mous and flouriſhing Churches, 2 Cor. 9.2.'A ſpecial blef: | 
fing comes along with a godly miniſter, to the, platge-where]| © 
ſpecial providence affigns him. ' «Such'-places: tke*Gigebn} | - - 


Ie isa great trouble to Husbandmen in a'buſic time to be 1 5 Prop. 4 


Even fo in Gods Husbandry, *tis.an unſpeakable afition 'x, 6441r. "I | *Y 


appears in the verdant and fragrant hew. of his fields; fo a Vets. a 


ches of Corinth and Theſſalonica, where Pani and other holy| | +» +. |. 


fleece)\ have the dew of\Heaverlying on'them; whilesoehiers];.*-:-/ 
round about are dry andbarren.. '_< Þhn e . 
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Reddit. 


17. Prop, P 


Tie PROEM © 


| - | The Husbaridman.is:not diſcouraged, ' though the ſeed Iye 
| long under the clods, he knows it will ſpring up at laſt, . and 
reward him, or thoſe that come after him, for their pains 


| and patience in waiting for it. 

| Miniſters ſhould not be preſently diſcouraged in their 
work, becaule they ſee but little or no appearance of all the 
ſeed they have ſown among the people. The ſervant. of the 
Lord muit be patient towards all, waiting if at any time God will 
| give them repentance, 2 Tim. 24.25, Andaif it never ſpring 
| uP in his time, it may after his death; and if ſo, he ſhall not 
fail of his reward, Joh. 4.36, 37. And he that reapeth re. 
ceiveth wages, and gathereth fruis unto life eternal, that both | 
he that ſoweth, and he that reapeth may rejoyce together, ' and 
herein is that ſaying true, one ſoweth, aud another reapeth, 


| Though Miniſters die, yet their words live ; ' yea, their words 


take hold of men when they are in the duft, Zech. 1.6, ._ 

Husbandmen find low ground and valleys molt fertile; | 
Hills, how loftily ſoever, they: overtop the lower grounds, 
yet anſwer not the Husbandmans pains 'as the yalleys.do. 
Theſe are beſt watred and ſecured from the Korchirig heat of 
the Sun. | 

Experience ſhews us, that the humbleſt Saints are moſt 
fruitful under the Goſpel. Theſe 'are they that receive with 
meekneſ; the ingraffed word, Jam. : 1 21., whoſe influences a+ 
bide in them) as the rain doth in the low valleys; Happy is 
that Miniſter whoſe lot falls in ſuch a pleaſant valley. Bleſ- 
ſed are they that ſow befide all ſuch waters that ſexd forth thithey 
the fees of the ox and the aſs, Iſa. 32.20. Among theſe valleys 
run the pleafant ſprings, and purling brooks, which ferti- 
lize the neighbouring ground. ; Heavenly Ordinances there, 
leave fruitful influen F 

The firſt Crop is uſuy the beſt; and the longer the Hus- 
| bandman tills his ground'the lels: it produces. Aﬀter a few 
years its vigour and ſirength is ſpent. 

The firft entertainment. of- the: Goſpel is A 
beſt z and what good is done by .the Miniſtry, is often. done | | 
at its fixſt entrance. New things are pretty and: very taking. | 
Fobn at firſt was to the Jews a. herning and @ ſhining light, Fa 
| w ? #bey| 
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they were willing | for a ſeaſon | to rejoyce in bis light, 'Joh. 

5. 35- Paul was highly valued among the Galathiang at firſt: 
ſuch was their zea), that they could have pluckt out their eyes! 
and have given them to him but how quickly did this full 
tyde ebb again ? for he conplains, Gal. 4.15. Where then is 
| the bleſſedneſs ye ſpake of: | 1 | 

Laſtly , When fields grow barren and will not quit the 
Husbandmans coft, nor anſwer the ſeed he ſows.in them, he 
plucks up the hedges and layes it waſte. | 

So when Churches grow formal and fruitleſs, the Lord. 
removes his Goſpel-preſence from them plucks up the 
hedge of his prote&tion from about them , and layes them 
open as waſte ground,. to be over-run:by their-enemies , 
Fer. 7.12, Goto Shiloh, and ſee what T did untoit. What is 
become of thoſe once famous and flouriſhing Churches of 
{ Aſia? Are they-not laid waſte, and trodden down by Infi- 
dels? And nowgo to (faith the great Husbandman ) 7 will 
tell you what I will do to my vineyard, I will pull up the hedge 
thereof, and it ſhall be laid waſte, Iſa. 5. 5+ 
Thus you fee the Allegory opened in its particulars: from 
the whole, I ſhall preſent you with theſe five enſuing Corro- 
laries, RK 


. The firſt Corrolary. 


How great thew are the dignities and priviledges of the Chur- 
ches of Feſus Chriſt, whom he bath appropriated to himſelf, above 
all the people of the earth,to be bis peculiar inberitance?The reſt 
of the world is a waſte Wilderneſs» all other places, how plea- 
fantſoever, /irrreſpet of their natural amenity and delights, 
are tnily enough'called, the! dark: places'of; the . carth 3 dil- 
- mal, ſolitary cells, where Ziim and/Jim, Bitterns, Cormorants, 
and every doleful creature dwells But the Church is the Pas» 
radiſe of the earth, 4 garden encloſed, Cant. 4, 12. in whoſe | 
hedges the Goſpel-birds chirp and ſing melodiouſly, Cant." 2. | - 
I2, Its beds are beds of ſpices,2Cant. 6.2. and betwixt | 
its pleaſant banks, a Cryſtal River of living water..runs, |. 
Rev 22.1, the ſtreams ns glad the City of Gogsi|' 
2 ; 
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in the mid{i thereof the Lord himſelf delights to walk: . O- 
Sion | With what-pleaſures dott thou abound ! If Bernard |. 
were fo raviſhed with the delights of his Monaſtery becauſe of 
its green banks, and ſhady bowers, and herbs, 2nd trees, and 
various objects to feed. his eyes, and fragrant ſmells, and (weet 
and various tunesof birds, together with the opportunities 
of devout contemplation ,. that he: cried out admiringly , 
Lord What delights doft thou provide, even for the poor! 
How much more ſhould. we be raviſhed with S7oxs glory.? 
for beautiful for ſcituation is monnt Zion, Of whom it may 
much more truly be ſaid, what a Chronicler of our own once 
faid of Exgland, that it is the fortunate Iſland, the Paradiſe | 
of Pleaſure, the Garden of God, whoſe valleys are like Edex, 
whoſe hills are as Lebanon , whoſe ſprings are as Piſgab, 
whoſe rivers are as fordan, whoſe wall is the Ocean, and 
whoſe defence is the Lord Febovab. Happy art thou, O Iſrael 
who is like-unto thee ? who-can count the priviledges where- 
with Chriſt hath inveſted his Churches ?' © let it never ſeem 
a light thing in our eyes, that we grow within his bleſſed in- 
cloſure. How ſweet a promiſe is thaf] Exod. 19. 5. Te fall |- 
beto me a peculiar treaſure above all prople; for all the earth is 
mine. | : 


The Second Corrohry. _- 
oe $427 

Hence it follows, that ſpiritual barrennels is a great re- 
proach -and ſhame to Chriltians. Shall Gods Husbandry 
which is ſo planted, watred, fenced; filled with favours and 
mercies, be like the barren heath in. the deſert ? Surely it 
ſhould be faid-of every ſoul that grows here :as the Hiſtorian 
ſaith of Spain, that there is nibil infradiueſum, nibil fterile 
nothing, barren or unfruitful. in it. Gods vineyard is plant- 
ed in-a very fruitful hill, 1/2. 5-1, And ſurely they that are 
planted in the houſe of the Lord ſhould flouriſh in the Court of 
our God, they ſhould bring forth fruit, even in old age, to ſhew 
that God is upright, Plalg213,14-. They are created inChriſt 
Jeſus unto good works which God hath ordained they ſhould walk, 


in, Eph: 2. 10. They are maroieg,nuto Chriſt, that they might 


bring |. 
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diſhonour to the root that bears it, a barren field to the Hus- 
which he ſuffers in the wildernels. . 
The Third Corrolaty. 


If the Church be Gods Husbandry, then there: is ſuch a 
ſpecial gracious preſence of the Lord in his Churches, as is 
not to be found in all the world behde. Where may you 
expect to find the Husbandman, but in his own fields? there 
ſyes his bufineſs, and. there. he delights to be. And where 
may we expe& to. find God but in the Aſſemblies of his 
Saints? He walks among the galden Candleſticks, Rev. 2.1. 1 
will walk among you{ſaith he)and be your God; 2. Cor. 6.16: 
Upon this account the Chuch is called Fehovah Shamah; the 
Lord is there, Ezek, 48.. u/t. You may (ee the footfteps of 
God in the creatures 3 but the face of God is only :to- be 
ſeen in his Ordinances. Hence, Pſal. 27.4. David longed 
for the Temple, that he might ſee the beauty of the Lord, Now, 
what's the beauty but a ſymmetry and proportion of parts?In 
the works of Creatioz you ſee one attribute manifeſted mone 
thing, and another in another thing; butin the Sanctuary 
you may ſee beauty, even in all the. attributes of God dil- 
played here : Arid. indeed, we.tind in Scripture ſuch aſto- 
niſhing expreſſions about the viſions of God in the Church, 
that in reading them, a man can ſee little difl-rence betwixt 
it and heaverr; for as the Church is called heaven, Mat. 25, 1, 
ſo its deſcription is like that of heaven, Heb. 12.22, 23. To 
are come to the Heavenly Jerufalem, and to an innumerable 
| company of Angels, &c. And Rev. 4. 22. They ſhall ſee his 

face and his name ſhall be written in their foreheads, And'v. 24. 
The Saints are repreſented fianding nearer to thetbrone of God \ 
than the Angels themſelves. Hence alſo Ordinances ar&cak | 
led Galleries, in which both Saints and Angels "walk, - be- | 
holding the glory of him that fits upon the Throne, Zzeh.: 3; | 
7. If you will keep my ways, Iwill give you Galleries to'walk 
ins among them that ſtand by. 64 347 060 2118 209% 
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bring forth fruit to God, Rom. 7. 4. An empty branch is a| 


bandman that owns it; God cannot endure that in his fields !. 
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The Fonrth Corrolary, 


If the Church be Gods Husbandry, then thofe that be 
imployed in Miniſterial work ought to be mien of great judg- 
ment and experience in ſoul affairgyefor theſe are the labou- 
rers whom God, the myſtical Husbandman imploys and en- 
truſts about his ſpiritual Husbandry. Should Husbandmen 
imploy ignorant perſons, that neither underſtand the rules, 
nor proper ſeaſons of Husbandry ; how much would ſuch 
workmen damnifie and prejudice him ? he will not imploy 
ſach to weed his fields, as know not wheat from tares3 or 
to prune his trees, that think Midſummer as fit for that work 
as December, much leſs will God. He qualifies all that he 
ſends, with wiſdom for their work. Hzir workmen approve 
themſelves workmen indeed, ſuch as need not be aſhamed, right- 
ly dividing the word of truth, 2 Tim. 2.15. As Bezaleel was 
furniſhed with wiſdom before he was imployed in Taberna- 
clework, ſo Chriſt inſtructs his ſervants with skill and in- 
fight, before they are imployed in Miniſterial work. He 
gives them 2 mouth and wiſdom, Lake 21. 15. indues them 
with power from on high - as Chriſt was filled abundantly 
with the ſpirit for his work, fo accordingly to proportion are 
thoſe that arc ſent by him, Fob 20.21, 22. As my Father hath 
ſent me, ſo ſend T you. And as for thoſe that run before they 
ate ſent, and underſtand not the Myſteries of the Goſpel, 1 
ſhall fay no more of them but this Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do. 


ah 


The Fifth Corrolary, 


; To conclude, If the Church be. Gods Husbandry , that 
is, it Husbandry have ſo many reſcmblances of Gods works 
about the Church in it 3 then how inexcuſable is the igno- 
rance of Husbandmen, in the things of God, who belides 
the word of the Goſpel, have the teachings of the Creatures; 
and can hardly turntheir hands to any part of their work , 
but the Spirit hints one ſpiritual uſe or other from it _ 

| | ouls ? 
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Jouls ? How do the Scriptures abound with Parables, and 
lively ſimilitudes taken from Husbandry ? from the field , 
.| the ſeed, the plow, the barn, from threſhing and winnow- 
ing ſimilitudes alſo from planting, grafting, and ' pruning 
of trees 3 and not a few from the ordering of Cattel. So that 
to what bulineſs ſoever you turn your hands in any part of 
your calling, ſtil] God meets you with one heavenly inſtru- 
tion or other. But alaſs! How few are able to improve 
their civil imployments to ſuch excellent ends? Theſe things 
are but briefly hinted in the Scriptures, and thoſe hints ſcat- 
tered up and down that they know not where to find them ; 
and if they could, yet would it be difficult ſo to methodize 
chem as it is neceſſary they ſhould be, in- order to their 
due improvement by Meditation. | 

And therefore I judged it necefſary to colle&t and prepars 
them for your uſe; and in this manner to preſent them to 
you as you find them in the following Chapters. Read, con- 
lider and apply 3 and the Lord:make you good Husbands for 
your own ſouls. | 
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plowing, ſowing;harrowing, weeding or reapingz and ſome- 
times in his. Barr, 'threſhing, or winnowing 3 ſome-: 
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CHAP. I 


bn the laborious Hushandman you ſee,” 
What all true Chriſtians are, or ought tobe 


———— 


3» 


OBSERVATION. 


HE imploywent of the TR ©. is by all 
acknowledged, to. be very laborious 3 there 
is a multiplicity of buſineſs incumbent on! 
him. The end of one work,is but the beginping' 
of another. Every ſeaſon of the year brings its/ proper work 
with it: Sometimes you; find: him'in: bis Fie/ds, drefng ,; 
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Upon the in- 
duſiry of the) 
Husbangyman. ' 
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| times in his Orchard, planting, grafting, or pruning his trees, 

and ſometimes among his Cattle; fo that he hath no time to 
be idle. And as he bath a multiplicity of buſineſs, ſo every 
part of it is full of coil, and ſpending labour : He cats not 
the bread of idlencſs, but earns it beforehe eats it; and as 
it were, dips it in his own ſweat, whereby it becomes the 
ſweeter to him. Though ſin brought in the Husbandmans 
- (weat, Ger. 13-19. yet now not to ſweat would increaſe 
| his ſin, Ezek, 16. 49. 


| APPLICATION. 


Ehold here the life of a ſerious Chriſtian, ſhadowed forth 
| | | to the life. :As the life of a Husbandman, ſo the life of a 
Chriſtian is no idle or calie life. They that take up Reli- 
gion for ofte#tat/on., and not for an ogcypatron 3 and thoſe 
that place the balinels oft it in! potiqns:apd idle ſpeculations, | 
in forms, geſtures, and external obſervances, may think, and 
| IJcallitfo ; but ſuch as devote themſelves unto it,. and make 
| Religion their bulineſs, will tind it no cafie work"totxerciſe 
themſelves to Godlineſs. Many there are that affeCt-the re- 
{ putation and ſweet of it, who cannot endure the labour and 
| ſweat of it. If men might be jndulged to divide their hearts 
| betwixt God and the ward ors tvoull\rurthe xheap pod cafic 
duties-of it, and negled the more Arthcult. and, coſtly @nes , | 
| it were an eaſe thing to be a Chriſtian: but ſurely: to' have | - 
SY reſpec to all Gods commandments , to'live the life, as well | 
\_— | as ſpeak the language of a Chriſtian 3 to be holy in all man- 
b ? ncr of converfation is not fo eafie.-+ This will be evident, 
| by comparing the life of a Chriſtian, with the lite of 
F ? a Husbandman, in theſe hve particulats : Wherein it will 
| { appear'that the work of a Chrittiaty is by much the hardeſi 
| } work of the two. lon. | 
| The Husbaiidman hath much to'do,. many things to look 
after 7 bat the Chriftiau mores /bf-wt reſpect 'the; extendive- | | 
- | | NE hiswozk, he hath a largei field indeed to labour -ig,, | 
b) 
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man about them, but alto taking in-every-thought and motion 
of the inner man within its compabs. eee | 

You find in the Word,a world of work cut out for Chriſti- | 
ans 3 there's hearing work, praying work, reading, med» ! 
tating, and ſelf-examining ' work 3 it puts him alſo .upon a! 
conſtant watch over all the corruptions of his heart, Oh, 
what a world of work hath a Chriſtian about them ?. For of 
them he may ſay, as the Hiſtorian doth.of Haxxibal, They arg 
never quiet, whether conquering or conquered, How many 
weak languiſhing graces hath he to recover, improve and 
ſtrengthen ?. There is; a weak faith , a -languiſking - love , | 
dull and faint deſires to be quickned and invigorated. And 


ternal acts and dutie;, and guiding the Offices of the outward | 


when all this is done; what a multitude of work do his ſeve- 
ral relations exact from him ? he hath a world of buſineſs in+ 
cumbeat on him, as a parent, child, husband, wife, maſtey, 
ſervant or friend 3 yea, not only to friends but enemies. And 
beſide all this, how many. difficult things are there to. be: 
born and fuffered for Chriſt? and yet will not God allow his 
people in the negle& of any one of them : neither can he be 
a Chriſtian that hath not reſpe& to every command, and is 
not holy in all manner. of converſation, Pſal.. 4.19.6, 2 Pet, | 
3+ 11., Every one of theſe duties, like the ſeyeral.ſpokes in a 
wheel come to bear in the whole round of a' Chriſtians cons | 
verſation ; So that he hath more work upon” his hands than 
the Husbandman. | | | 
The Husbandmans work is confeſſed to be ſpendiag | 
work , but not like the Chriſtians. What Arguftus ſaid of 
the young Roman, is verified-in the true, Chriſtian, Puicgaid 
velt valde vult. Whatſoever he doth in. Religion, : he, doth, 
to purpoſe. Under the Law, God rejeced the Snail andthe! 
Aſ+, Levit. 11.30. Ex0d.-13.13. And under the Goſpel ,; 


he allows no Qluggiſh laty  Profeſſor,, 1 Tim. 5, 11, 13s; 
Sleepy dutics are - atterly. unſuitable: to. the, living. God 3; he: 
| will have the very ſpirits: diſtilled and offered up, to ;himpip | 
every duty, Joh«:4- 24. ht bcſtows upon his people the Fo 

ſubſiznce/and kernel df tnercies , and will not accept irom | 
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Husbaniry ſpivitaalized ; Or: | 


|but the inwards, and the fat that covereth the inwards was 
required under the Law, Exod. 29.30. And every facrifice 
under the Goſpel, muſt be ſacrificium medullatum, a ſacri- 
fice full of marrow ; obſerve the manner in which their-work 
is to be performed. = 

Kom, 12.11. in ſerving God, fervent in Spirit, or hif- 
{ing hot. 

2 Pet, 1, 10. in ſecuring falvation, diligentz or doing 
it throughly, and enough. 

1 Tim. 4.7. in godlineſs, exerciſing, or ſtripping them- 
ſelves as for a race. | | 

Luke 13. 24. in the purſuit of happineſs, ſiriving, even 
tO an agony. 

Adis 26.7. in prayer, ſerving God inſtantly; or in a 
ſtretched-out manner z yea, pouring out their hearts before 
him, Pſal. 62.8. as if the body were left like a dead corps 
upon the knees, while the ſpirit is departed from ity and af- 
cended to God. This is the manner of/his work: judge 
then how much harder this work is, than'itoſpend the ſweat 
of the brow in manual labour. 2 Ht BE 

Fhe Husbandman finds his work as he left it, he can begin 
one day- where he left the other 3 but it is not ſo with the 
Chriſtian, ia bad heart, and a buſie devil, diforder-and ſpoyl 
his work every day. The Chriſtian tinds not his! heart in the 
morning as he left it at night 3 and even when he is about | 
his work, how many ſer-backs doth he meet with? Satan 
ſtands at his right hand ( his working hand ) to reſiſt him, 
Zech.*';. 1. when he would do good,. evil ( the evil of his 


| own heart-and narute-)/ is preſent with him. [13 
"The Husbandman' hath ſome reſting days, when he chrow 


aſide a}l his work ,- and-takes his recreation 3 but -the Chri- 
ſtian hath no reſting day, -till- his: dying day 3 'and- then he 
{ball reſt from his labours.- Religion allows no idle days, 


butrequires him tobe alrvays abounding in the work, of the Lord, 
1: Cor. 15.58! When one dury is done; anothercalts for him34 
the Lord's day is a day of-reſt to the Hushandmary z but: no 
day in the” week: ſ& laborious to the Chriſtian. ;-:Oh ?tris a 


ſpending day to-him.: When he hath gathered in — s | 
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that worldling did, Luke 12.19. ' Soul take thine eaſe , 
thou haſt good: laid up for many years, but muſt to plow a- 
gain, and count it well if the Vintage reach to the leed-time,| 
Lev, 26. 5. I mean, if the ſtrength, influence, and comforts | 
ſo, and there be no room left. for jdlene(ls 3; God hath ap- 
pointed ejaculatory prayer, to fill up the intervals betwixe 
ſtated and the more ſolemn duties. Theſe are to keep in the 
fire, which kindled the morning Sacrifice, to kindle the 
evening ſacrifice. When can the Chriſtian fit downand'(ay, 
now all my. work is ended, ; I haye. nothing to do withouc 
doors, or within. . | | <> | 
Laſtly, There is a time when the labour of the Husband- 
man is ended 3 old age and weakneſs takes him -off from all 
imployment 3 they can only look ypon. their labourers, but 
cannot do + ſiroke of work themſelves; they 'can iteH you 
what they did in theig younger years,. but -now '( ſay they ) 
we mult leave it to younger peoplez we cannot be-:yourig al- 
ways: But the Chriſtian is never ſuper-annuated as ito the 
work of Religion yea,the longer he lives, the more his Ma- 
\ iex expects , from him., When he. is full of days, God 
| expects he ſhould be fall of fruit, Pal. 9+ 144i Fhey hall bring 
forth fruit in,old age, They ſhall be fat and flurifymgi\c > |: 
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prevented the dawning of the day; and Jabdured as in 
the very fre , and et: iy;the Chriſtians work tarden thin 
mine? Surely then, I' never yet underſtood: the work of 


{Chriſtianity, Alas ! my ſleepy prayers and formaldatics;even 


all that ever I perforined in my life, . never coſt mme that pains, 
.that one hour at low hath done. ; Lp either wholly! neg- 
KaAed, or at be \ folazily pRerfarmed religiqus diitics:, ithat 


|I'may truly ſay, Toffer. to God what colt memnothing. Wis 


of one duty, hold out to another duty 3 and that !it! may: be | ; 


ON. 


Ri k- [me poor wretch ! How is the judgment of Corah ſpiritually | 
Y {<xccuted upon me?” The earth'opencd her monthiarid; ſwals. | 
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one duty he is not to fit down ſatisticd therewith, or ſay as | 
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The World- | 
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2. 
The Forma. 


Chriſtian. 
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' | lowed-up his body, [but'ic hath Spened its month and ſhal- 


Zo 
The refle@ion 
of a ſlothful 


"1 | to my everlaſting Reſt! Rom. 13.11. or haft thou found the 


1 though ſplendid )- profeſſion ſave me? How many brave 
] Ships have perithed in the ſtorms, notwithſtanding their tne 


| by'the world 5 prayedasif1 prayed not ao heard, as if 1 


| zineſy by their/indefatigable diligence. Do they pant after 


eft thownot that mill W:. 
ſerious: Uiligence in' Religion ?' Lake .13: 34. or doth my} i; 
. {diligence'for'God'anfwer to that which Chriſt hath done and 5: 


lowed up my heart, my time, and all my affetions. How 
faram 1ftrom the Ringdom of God ! 

- And how little better is my caſe, who have indeed profe(+ 
fed Religion, but never made it my bufinefs? Will ah -empty | 


names, the Proſperons, the Succeſs, the Happy-return ? A tne 
name could not protect them from the rocks, nor will itfave | 
me from. hell. I have done by Religion as I would have,done |” 


heard not. I have/givento God but the lliztow'of duty , 
and can never expe from him a real reward. ''' | 

How unlike a Chriſtian doſt thou alſo ( O my . Soul ) go 
about thy work 3 though upright'm the main, yet how little 
zeal and adtivity-doſt thow expreſs itithy duties ? Awake 
love and zeal,” ſeeſtthownr the toil and pains men take for 
the world? how do'they prevent the dawning of the day ? 
and labour'ss in the very fire till night 3 andall chis for a trifle! 
ſhould not every drop of ſweat which I ſee trickle from 
their brows, fetch ( as it were ) a drop of blood from my 
heart? whoam' thus convinced and reproved of ſhameful la- 


the duttpt theearth ?* Amr 2.7. and ſhalt notl pant after | 
God ? Pſal. 42.1. Ah, my ſoul! It was not wont to be ſo 


| with thee, in thedayes of my firft profeſfion. Should I have. | | 


had no more communion with God in duties then, it would 
have broken tmiy-heart': T'ſholild have beeh Weary of nay: 
life. -Is this kelthe for gh& to Rand” idle who frands at the 
door of Etertiffy * Whit, now flatkghanded, when fo near 


work of God ſo unpleaſant to 'thee, Prov. 3.17. or the| - | 
trade of podlineſs fo ml; gn Pſal. 19.11. Orknow-| - 
ions now in hell periſhed for want of 
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inheavenfor me? or doſt thou forget thatt 
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The Poem... Nb bac yz0ul 


- Rdigion WHEN « at yy hk oben 
Will make yon HUTHAN DG 
"Twill make!” MEN fev we all _— might, 
And therein! - i | 

If there were” OUGHT bender thar pay, 


Chriſt gives © - FO cheer us in our way , 5 MP OSLENEE 


' Should we not -DO' thithelt we can ? 
-For:there's' NO) ich reward from'man. 
Shall others ©-WORK, -andinotregard” * 
Theirſtrengthz” TO pet a ſmall reward ? - 
; Whillt we! © {TURN lugs, and loytsx thus ? 


Oh that "THEIR zeal might quicken us ! 
Why are our HANDS, and feet fo flow, -. 
When we UNTO our bufinefs go ?. Sh 


How can we | THEN Chrift's pay 'expe, | 
And yet the : CHRISTIANS work rejet? * 
ll this,, then ALSO that embrace 


erp; both: IF; not, we both diſgrace: . vin 


TOP RT EHEY ould thefercodivider.:i1.. 
T*would -- | PLEASE then well wich Chriſt to de, 
But if. they... -. MAY. nat, then it werg'-+: -:: 4 | 

As good 6H EAIK pleading, they', not han 


Rouze up : OMloth; (my ſoul). betas « "12:3 

"Thento.chy. "FOB oCanteie, wil 1.2492 33.528 

ia Rejves | Saints. ſay: that even : | rn 6b Pe 
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Maſters eye isalways u how. W Tron are lening IT 
datrine& live at this rate as 1 do, if] 
their day of grace might'be recalled ? for ſhume ( my ſoul | 
for ſhame !  Rouze up thy ſelf and fall ro: thy work with a| 
- diligence anſwerable to the weight thereof: for i it is no vain 


Luke 13-vh as 
Pſal. 119. 4FE 
Pſal. LO! 


Pſal. 4» 6. bo: 
Rom, 12, Its 
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Thethardeſt labourers are the thriving men. 
Tf gor'l have thriving ſouls, be aFive then, _ 
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OBSERVAION. 


| | ; 
'Upon the Nduſry and diligence is theway-to-thrive and grow rich 

| |rbrifiiveſsof {-T jn the world. Theearth muſt be manured,or its increaſe | 

[ my enbend- isin vain expeced3 Dri fugit molam, fugit farinam; he that 

Fo 2% refuſes the mill, refuſes the meal, (faith the Proverb) the di- 


| | ligent ſoul ſhall be made fat. Solomon hath two proverbs con- 
WES... -: { cerning thriftineſs and increaſe in the world. In Prov. 10.4: he 
MW | | ' faith, The hand of the diligent makgth rich. And v.22, he faith | 
|  - | Thebleſſing of the Lord maketh rich. Theſe are not contrgdi@o- 
ry, but confirmetoyy each of other 3 one ſpeaks of the principal, | 
the other of the inFrumental cauſe. Diligence without Gods || 
bleifing will not do it; and that bleſſing cannot be expected | 
without diligencez therefore Husbandmen ply their bufineſs | | 
i wtih unweari'd pains,they do even lodge in the midft of their |: 
CEE labours, as that good Husband Boaz did, R#th 2.3. they are 
WR .. parſimonious of their time, but prodigal of their ſweat, and 
L- frength,bccauſe they tind this to be the thriving way. | 
y | | | APPLICATION- 3 
238 | A*® nature opens her treaſures to none but the diligent , 
A | fy L ſo neither doth grace. He that will be rich muſt be a | 
"o | painful Chriſtian 5-and whoſoever will cloſely ply the trade | 
# |... -. --::| of godlineſs;hallcomfortably and quickly find, That in keep- 


| - ing Gods commands there is great reward, Pal. 19.11, Godis 
FE | Non Mercuris. | a bountiful rewardey of ſuch as diliggttly ſeek bim, Heb. 11.6. 
-|ſed vperarii. *| They muſt not indeed work for wages, nor yet will God ſuf- 
| .- --| fer their work+0 go unrewarded ' yea; -it ſufficiently rewards 
it ſelf, 1 Tim. 6.6, and its reyfardis twofold, (1)prefent/and 
in part 3 (2) future and in ful, Mark 10. 29, 30. Now tn this | 
time. an hundred fold, even from ſuffering, which Teems 
þ _. ©» | the moſt unprofitable part of the work, and in the world 
i RINSE \ to come , lite everlaſting, If you ask what preſent*ad- | 
4 \ IF, « | vantage 4 
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advantage Chiſtians havye-by- their2dili race > 


and labours. Let us compare the particulars, and ſee what 
the Husbandman gets, that the'Chriſtian gets not altfo. Com- \ 
pare your gains, and you'l quickly fee the 0ds. >, - | 

You get credit and-reputation by,;your diligence 5; *tis a 
\ men ; But how much more honour doth God, put upon his 
laborious ſervants; ?Tis the higheſt honour of a creature to 
be ative and uſeful for its Gpd. Saints- are called veſſels of ; 
honour, as they are fitted for the: Maſters, uſe, 2 Tim;, 2.21, 
Wherein conſiſts the honour of Angels but/in this:3 that they ; 
are miniſtring ſpirits. ſerviceable-creatures? And all the 4+ 
poſtles gloried in the title of ſervants. The loweſt. Office in 
which a-man can ſerve God, even, that of a Nethinim, or 
door-keeper, which was the loweſt order or rank of. Officers 
in the Houſe'of God, :Bzek: :44- 10, 11+. is yet preferred. by 


.| David before the ſervice of the greateſt Prince on earth, P/al, | 


| avoid looſe and evil company, which would draw you into! 
[put the queſtion, how the Angels and glorified Saints become | 


{God.,, have the! falleſt and cleargft vitions of God , Fobn 
| 14. 2T- | , 


48: 10. *Tis no ſmall honour to-be aRive for God. (,  .. 


- : 


+ You have this benefit by your -labour, that thereby you 


miſchief, By diligence for God, the Chriſtian'alſo is ſecured | 
from temptations 3 Gotl:js.ppith them while they are with hin, 
2 Chron. 15.2, :Communion-with God in the)way of duty 
is a gerat preſeyrative againſt temptations, |; The, Sehag}-men 


impeccant ? and reſolve..it. thus , that they are ſecured from 
{in» by the beatifical Vition 3. and ſure I am, that the,Viſtons 
of God; not only in glory, but now alſo. in-duty,.:are mars } 
vellous defences againſt finz and they that are moſi active for 


?. babfives 5:98 1 
much and more than the Husbandman hath from-all/bjstoil | 


much} 


You have this benefit by your labour, that it tends 


w 44.47 


more health than Citizens that Jive, idly, of tins 
\ Sr ae IS” £1, 
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live « ſedentary-life. So the aQive Chriſtian enjoys more 
ſpiritual heatth, and'is troubled with fewer complaints chan 
others. "| 

By diligence n . your civil imployments, you preſerve 
your eſtates, and are kept from running behind-hand in the 


have the fore-foot of their neighbours. And by aQtivity and 
diligence for God, ſouls arc kept from backſliding, and run- 
ing back in their graces and comforts. Remiſſions and inter- 
miſſions in our duties, are the firſt ſteps and degrees by which 
| a foul declines and waſtes, as to his ſpiritual cfiate. 

- Your pains and diligence in the fields, makes your beds 
ſweet to you at night, Eceleſe 5.12. Reft is ſweet to a labou- 
ring man, whether he eat little or much. But the diligent life 
of a Chriſtian makes the clods of the valley, his grave ſweet 
unto him, 2 Cor. 1.12. 2 Kings 20. 3. Remember now, O 
Lord, how Thave walked before thee, &c. Thipk Chriſtian , 
how ſweet it will be for thee when thou comeſt todie; to ſay 


I have finiſhed the - work thou gaveſt me to do;, and now, O 
Father, glorifte me with thine own ſelf. | 


by your diligegee and labour 3 but'what are your gains to 
the gainsof Ciiriſtians ? They'can ger inan hour, that which 
| they will not part with for all the 'gold and filver on carth, 
Prov. 3. 14. | 

- So that compare thoſe labourers as to all their advantages, 
and you ſhall ſee that there is no trade like that which the di- 
{ ligent Chriſtian drives.” | erred Kel 
3 $273S= LE 0f a | ; 


| REFLECTION. 


 « Bluſh then, O my ſoul, at the conſideration of thy lazineſs 
| and ſloth, which is attended with ſo many ſpiritual wants:! 


and can I wonder at it, when I refuſe the painkul way of du- 


ty,” in which the precious fruits of godlinels ave only tobe 


OY 


Yo —_ 
.- - 


__ 


World. -Bayliffs trouble not fach mens doors 3 they uſually 


then as thy Redeemer. did, when near his death; Job: 17. 4,5. | 


The expence of your (ſweat fills your purſes, you ger 


1 


{found ? Tf theſe fruits lay upon the ſarface of duty;. or qould- 4 
Fe COTS . cep|/ 
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deep and take'pains Icannot- ''My deſires; like: thoſe of che |; 
fothful man, kill me; becanſe wy band: refuſe to.Jabour,Proy:| 
21. 25. If every duty were -to be rewarded preſently with| 
gold, / would I not havebecn more affiduous in'them than I| 
| have been? And yet Iiknow thatigheart full of the grace and|/ 
comfort of the holy Ghoſt, is better than a houſe full of gold{| 
hr mins O what a compoſition of ſtupidity and = am | 
[! Ihayebeen all for the ſhort cut to conglort, when cany | 

' ant Experience wy that che Fs hog way Sour2'Þ, FF 
painful duty, is «be neweet way to ft; [What pains do Hul- 
bandmen take ? what perils do Seamen run, for a little gain ?| vil. 
O ſluggiſh heart! wilt choy do nothing for eternal treaſures ?|| *.Þ3 
Secondly, if there be ſuch great rewards attending dili-{\ n= 
gence in duty, then why.art thou ſo apt (O my ſoul) tocaſt| | : 
. | off duty, becauſe thou findeft not prefent comfort in it * how| od 
quickly am I diſcouraged, jf I prefently find not what I ex-|| .: 
ped in duty ? whereas: the Well js'deep, and much pains] + 
muſt be taken to draw up thoſe waters of joy, TI/a. 12. 3.| 
there is a golden vein in-the mount of duty, but it lyes deep 3 | 
and becauſe I meet not with it as ſoon as I expe, my lazy 
heart throws by the thovel, and cries, Dig I cannot. 
Thirdly, if thisbe indeed the rich and thriging trade, why 


_ 
. 
_— 


3 ab 1 
do I peddle about the paox low things of the&world fo much, | The world | 
negleing the rich trade of godlinefs for'it ? O, how much ings an” 47 
of my time and firength have theſe things devoured ? Had| > Me 

I imployed that time in communion with God, would it not; 
have turned to a better account ? Thinkeſt thqu in earneſt, | 
O my ſoul, that God hath indowed thee with fach excellent | 
faculties, capable of the 'moſt divine and heavenly imploy- | 
ments, or that Jeſus Chriſt hath ſhed hjs invaluablyprecious þ . / + 
blood, or that he hath ſent forth the glorious ſpirit of Holi-f +; >. 
neſs, andall this to fit men forno higher or nobler 'imploy- CUE 

ments than theſe ? UP pre: | ENDIE E 
. Is this the end of thy wonderfuf' creation ? Dotly God [-. _* - 2 $ei+ 


whirl about the heavens in endfels revolations, to beget time; 
for this? or doth he not rather expe&*rhat the' weigh - rite 
work ſhould engrofs thy greateſt ſirengeh',-and *c SHS 
hqurs? .O. that 1 could once contider what # good-Maſter | ::;,- 145777" 
RE. 2 | SE - 'E 2 Be 6 FPEREIGE 7 EP? Chriſtians} Be. "3% 7 
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| ſohn EC, 27+ 
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3 Ps Fc + 19. 


I J 


F Sy s. 5B. 19. 
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{1 Cor. 7. 3I. 
Mar. 16. 26. 


, 
} Tim. 6.6. 


| 


China — who _— not 4. abubdanily- reward them 

at night 3 but'brings them their food into the field to 'incou- 
rage them. in; their labour'! -What pity is it that fo good a 
Maſter ſhould be. ſo badly. ſerved. as he hath been þy me.- 


Moark, how he' rms A my —_— 


mat EIS; 


' Chriſt and the world, 
CHRI s » oY 
OQ Wh by ſo free of ſweat ant. time ; ? 


For what e're long will not bg thine, 
Or if iz might, abou ſell & $0 boſs, 
A precious foul for laſting droſs. 
Thoſe weary hands, .andtoiling brains, 


, Might be imploy'd for better gains. 


auld thou'but work, as hard for me 
As for the World, which cozens thee 2 
Thy zaini\ ſhould be athoxſand fold: 
For my revenues more than gold. 


WORLD. 


Than truſt uncertain thingy which lye, 


, Beyound thee in Eternity. 


| Sball things unſcen now tempt thee ? tuſh, 
A bird in hand's worth two ®th buſh : 


I.pay thy wages down in hand, 
Thix thon cal. feel, taſte, wndeifand. 
Olet nod ſuch a vain. pretence, 


i Brvogt at; >. nery ſence. 


The POE M, bon way of Dialogue, betwixt 


-...- Soul; # have always found thee willing ; 
| | R ether by me te earn a ſhilling 
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CHRIST. 


Thys beaſts are led, thus birds are ſuar'd; 
Thus ſouls for ruine are prepar'd, by 1h 
What ? truft no farther they you ſee, 

Tow'l truſt a thief as far ar me. 
Deluded wretch , will naught but fight 
And ſence convince thee } O how roghs, 
How juſt is God ? whoſe direful ſcourge 
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| _ Such Arguments in hell ſhall arge. 


->WORL D, 


* Chriſt threatens wrath #0'come, but I 


Do threaten thee, with ty. 

And why wilt'thow thy \ſbIf., and thoſe - 

That are ſo dear, to want-expoſe? | 

Come, ſee the Saints; for all their bragr*: 

How well they thrive, tbeyr cloath'd with rags. 


CHRIST. 
If my dear Saints in rags ab 4 


Tis not Religion cloaths them fo 5 


Bat by ſuch wants the Lord prepares. 
Their ſouls, againſt thy killing ſnares, 
They all are Heirs, though under age; 


| Expedlants of their bpritage. + . 


Kept ſhort For preſent, yer contemn | wE = 
A change with thoſe that feoff a3 them. ' | 
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It is in vajnto _plecd, for T re 
With preſent things charms 
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CHRIST. 


If they will ſerve no other _ 
Then let it ſtand upon-recerd. 
Againſt their ſouls that they refus'd 
My wages, and my grece abus'd, 
Remember this when they fhall fee. 
All turn'd to ME that's in thee. 


— Att. ! . __ ———_— 


| Soul-work to all deſerves #6 be. 
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ANOTHER. 


One will deny, butzhoſe are bleſſed pains 
N Which are attended with the eicbell pains. YL 
Grant thi, and theu moſt chearly Yis iuferr* ''\ TBE 
prefer d.... | © p 
This is an unkzuowu #rade, Ob, ki count, 
To what the gains of godlineſt amonnt ? 


For one poor Hhilling, Oh, what rerhs ſome run ? 


Some toiling as ith fire, from Sun to Sun ! 


Whereas one hour ſpent with God brings in 

Such heavenly treaſures, that poor ſinels. have bers 
Inrich'd for ever. Evens\you fee c\ 
A Princes Favourite zepon the kytee,, © 

Can in an hours tinge more wealth vhaurn, 

Than all your liyes qo you ran gain. " - 
Prayer gains are great, and quick returns are mode, 
Sure then the C brian deivere! thericheſt trads, 


Tis true, the Hypecrite that never drove 


A ſerious trade for heaven may bankrupt prove 3 


'.,_ But baly ſouls which minde, and eloſely ply 

\ Their buſineſs, greatly are enrich'dthereby. by 

| Aa difference? twixt the cheeind Poker oboe > OTRASE 
BY Fs Gogh ance ae NO IEEUTRLES 


| —_ — Tieheevenhaeof orbiting 


: ,On fragrant flowers fix, whence one doth ftrive © | 
To bear bis preciotes burden #0 the Hive : | af - 
| Theotbers pains no prefit with it brings, - LEGITIRE 
His time is ſpent in painting of his w | 3*-r $84 

. When Winter comes, the Beebar. full Fereting 4.8 
The other creeps imogn' hole aud dies: © Lt ER: 
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OBSERVATION. Wc Ws 4 

T fough the labours of Husbandmen are very great and 2: F*0 
toillomyet with what cheerfulneſs do they go through RE 

{ them? It is very delightful to hear the melody they make 2 
by whiſtling, as they follow che Plow z picks very horſes F* 2 


.* Thavetheir bells, which make a pleaſant noiſe Horſes ( faith. 
{ Mr. Fuller ) will do more for d whiſtle than a whip; and their 
| | Bells do as it were, gingle away their wearinefs.: TI have been | +. 
often delighted with this: Country muſick,” whereby they. HE 2 
 fweeten their bard labours' with . an innocent pleaſure $\ and , TY Yo 
{yerific theſ#ying of the Poet ; Fed, 7 


Ovid..-: Tempus in agrarus cultu confunert Aber oft. —— 
I © . . _ '» Although they plow 'from-mornit oo $22 er OS 
b:; Time ſizals away with pleafure ai he 3 


APPLICATION. 


[{B how mock greater cauſe have the podpti's ot. Ih IEEE « 
addrcfs themſ:lves uncohis work, with oe: oh Ha BPH: 
- ax nds, he OO He: Kar HY 
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| gladngſs of beart, as when one goeth with a pipe, to come to the 


| the Lord, ye righteous, for praiſe is comely for the upright, Pal. 


- 
' 


lights in its dutics. © *Tis true, the work of a Chriſtian " "0 


painful, and much more ſpending than the Husbandmaris - (as 
was opened Chap. 1. ) bat then it'as much exceeds in the de- 
lights and pleaſures that attend it. What is the Chriſtians 


work, but with yy to draw water ont of the wells of ſalvation ? |. 


1/2. 12.3. You may ſee what a pleafantpaththe path of du- 
ty is, by the chearfulneſs of thoſe thati have walked in them, | 
Pſal. 119. 14. I have rejoyced in the way of thy judgment , as 
much as in all riches, And by the promiſes that are made to 
ſuch, Pſal. 138.5. Tea, they ſhall ſing in the ways of the 
Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord. And again, Ton ſhall 
have a ſong as in the night, when an holy ſolemnity is kept, and 


mountain of the Lord, to the mighty one of Iſrael, Iſa. 30. 29. 


ways of the Lord is qpade the duty of the Saints. Rejoyce in 


97+ 12. Rejoyce, and again, T'ſayrejoyce, Phil. 4. 4. Where 


but the higheſt degree of that duty comes within the com- 
mand, Pſal.- 132.9, 16. Shout for joy, all ye that are upright. 


And laſtly, by the many commands , Whereby joy in the | 


the command is doubled 3 yea , not only ſimple rejoycing , | * 


| in beart. And; Lzke 6.22423: they are bid to: leap for joy,| 


4nay lee there is fatticient ground for it, and thatiitis not like 
the mad mirthwf. finners, 'bepleaſed to-confider, ©. * 


it is the moſt (excellent and heavenly employment 


when about rhe ditficult'fi part of their work, and that-you] 


The nature'bf the work about-which they oſs TY 
hat ever | . 

ſouls were acquainted with.: O'whata raviſhing/and delight> | | 

ſome thing it is, to walk with 1God ! and' yet 'by> this, thej 


whole work of a Chriſtian: is' expreſſed,” Gen 17.4" (Can! 
afy life compare with this:for pleaſure'? Cah they be chill 


Rian chen. live ! -, - '+ _ - 
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- Or. ( 21.) If we conſider the variety of ſpiritual imploy-jj 
ments: 2arietas-deleGat, Change of employment takes vii}, 
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thatwalk in the Sun-ſhine ? .or {ad, that abide in the foun-}- 

tain of all delights? and walk with him whoſe name is the |-/ 
God of all comfort, 2 Cor-.4. 3.' 1#.whoſe preſence is fulneſs | 
of jay, Pal. 16.11. O what an Angelical life doth a Chri-j| 
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veral ways, plcaſes the palate more, andclogs it leſs. But O 
ple ina Sabbath! as the Word, Prayer, Sacraments, 8&c. 1/a. 


#s renders it, 
ſhall be ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, Pal. 63. 5. 

Or, laſtly, if we conſider the ſuitableneſs of this work , 
to a regenerate ſoul. Is it any pain for a bird to fly? ora 
fiſh co ſwim ? Is the eye tired with beautiful objeRs ? or the 
ear with melodious ſounds ? As little can a ſpiritual ſoul be 
wearied with ſpiritual and heavenly exerciſes, Rom. 7.22. 7 
delight in the Law of God,after the inner man. Gravia non gra- 
vitant in eorum loco (faith the Philoſopher) weighty things are 
not heavy in their own element, or center. And ſurely, God 
is the center of all gracious ſpirits. A Saint can fit from mor- 
ning to night to hear diſcourſes of the love and lovelineſs of 
Jeſus Chrift. The light of your thriving: flocks and flou- 
riſhing tields, cannot yield you that pleaſure which an up- 
right ſoul can find in one quarter of an hours communion 
with God. They that are after the fleſp(faith the Apoſtle, Rom. 
8.5. ) do mindthe things of the fleſh, ad they that are after 


{ the tediouſneſs of Labour. Variety of voices pleaſe the ear: 
variety of colours delights the eye; the ſame meat prepared ſe- | 


58. 13. It thou call the Sabbath thy'delights3 or as Tremeli- 
thy delicate things. My ſoxt (faith David ) | 


| 


the variety of choice diſhes wherewithGod entertains his peo« | 


the ſpirit, the things of the ſpirit. Butithen,' look how much 
heavenly objects tranſcend earthly ones,” and how much the 
ſoul is more capable of delight in thoſe obje&s, than the groſs 
and duller ſenſes are in theirs; fo much doth the pleaſures 
| ariſing from the duty excel all ſenſitive delights on carth. 


REFLECTEIONS.:: 


How amlT caſt and condemned by this, may I ſay 3 who 
never ſavoured this ſpiritual delight in holy duties. 
am about my earthly imployments;z I can go unweariedly, ; 
from day to day zi all the way is downhill co my nature: and. 
'| the wheels of ay affetions beingoyled with carnal yan, cs ; 
\yun ſo faſt, that they have need moſt times of triggings Here|| 


i, "{I rather nged the curb than the ſpur. O, how foaming 
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| {-would this ennoble all my ſeryices » and make them Angel: |: 
; like 1 


ble.arc my-ſpixits,' in theſe their purſuits ! But O, what. a 
lug/am I in rehgious duties ! Sure if my heart were renewed 


| by grace., I hould dclight in the law of God, Rom. 7. 22. 


' All che world-is alivedn their ways, every creature enjoyes 


the paths of holineks ? Is - godlincls only a dry root , that 
bears no pleaſant frajits ? No, no, there are deubtleſs incom- 
parable pleaſures to be found therein ; but ſuch a carnal heart 
as mine ſayours them not. 
I cannot ſay, but I have found delight. in Religious duties 
ſand they have been only ſuch as rather ſprang from the often» 
tation of gifts: and applauſes of men , than any ſweet and 
| real communion I have.had with God through them 3 they 
have rather proved faod-and fewel to my pride, than food to 
my Soul. Like the Nightingale I can ſing ſweetly,when I ob- 
ſerve others to liſten to me, and be afteted with my mu» 
fick. :Q, falſe deceitful heart, ſuch delights as this will end in 
howling ! -were my ſpirit right, it would as much delight in 
retirements for the enjoyment of God, as it doth in thoſe 
duties that are moſt expoſed to the gbſervation of man. Will 
ſuch a ſpring as this maintain a ſtream of affections 3 when 
carnal motives fail? What wilt thou anſwer (O my ſoul) to 
that queſtion, Fob 27. 9, 10s Will Gad bear bis crywhen trou- 
ble comes upon him ? Will he delight himſelf in tbe Almighty ? 
| Will be always call upon God? What wilt thou reply to this 


-| queſtion? Deceive not thou thy ſelf, O my ſoul! thou wilt 


doubtleſs be cafily perſwaded to. let go that thou never de- 


come an Apoſtate from Religion. 

From all this, the upright heart takes advantage to rcuze 
upits delight in God, and thus it expoſtulateth with it (elf : 
Doth -the Plowman ſing amidſt hisdrudging labours, and 
whiſtle away his wearineſs in the fields, and ſhall I droop 
amidſt ſuch heavenly imployment ? O my ſoul, what want'(t 
thou here, to provoke thy delight ? if there be ſuch an affc- 
{Rionas delight in thee, methinks, ſuch an obje&, as the bleſ- 
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his proper pleaſure; and is there. no delight to be found: in.| - 


lightedſt in and from. an hypocrite in Religion, quickly be- | 


andry fpiriteolized s Or, | 


ed face of God in Ordinances ſhould excite it, Ah, how 3 
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gether, and ſhouted for joy, Job 38. 7. How did they fill 
the Air with heavenly melody, wher ſent to bring the joy- 
ful tydings of a Saviour to the world? Afcribing' glory. to 


nearer that pattern, the more excellent, He delighted to do 
his Fathers will, it was to him meat and drink, Pſal. 40. 7. 
fobn 4. 32, 34+ i 
Yea, it would not only ennoble, but facilitate all my, du- 
ties, and be to me'as wings to a bird flying, 'or' fails to a 
Ship in motion, No# tardat unda rota; oy &d wheels' tun 


oy 


freely ; Or ever T was aware, tny ſoul made me like the chartors 


in thee ſhould be ſolittle ? Is it not becaufe my unbelief is ſo 
great'? Roure up my delights, O-chou fouritain of pleaſure ! 
and let me ſwim down the ſtream of holy joys in duty, into 
the boundleſs Ocean of thoſe' immenſe delights' that art in 


thy preſence, and at thy right hand for evermore. 
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The p Poem. 


What a ('t ) dull, deſpondent heart is mine? 
That-takes:no more (2) delight in'things Divine. ; 

When all the creatures both in heaven and earth : 
Enjoy their ( 3 ) pleaſures, -and arebig with mirth. . 
(4) Angels and Saints that are before the Throne 3 - 
In extafies, and raptures every one.  . ., 
Perpetually is he led : Each bleſſed fpirit ” 
The pureſt (. 5.) higheſt joys 3 doth there inherit. ,.- ,. 


Yer bounteous nature doth unlock her treaſure, 


« 
—” 7 


like! how glad are. thoſe bleſſed creatures to be imployed 
for God? No fooner were they created, but they ſang to- 


God in the higheſt, even to the higheſt of thejr powers : yea, |* 
| this delight would make alt my daties' Chriſtglike; and "the 


of Aminadaþb. O, whatis the reafon (my God ) my delight | © * 
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"Bold tinncrs (8 ) rantirallthe way to hell” ©* ** "2 HORY fu 
| | P2204 _ 2 


(1) Tia. 68. % 6 
(2) Plat-g4-19 þ- 
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The Saints 6n earth,” in their imperfe& Rate 3 ; -- Hard 

| Thoſe peerleſs joys. by (6 ) fait I do anttare +... 19) retard: 
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Like fiſh that play-in Tordans Glver ſtream 3 


(2 Pl, LO4.1 Is 


' Our raviſht ears with pleaſure and delight. 
(3) Pf. 1144-6 


(4) Jer. 2.13. 


(s) Iſa. 30.29 
(6) Pal. 4. 7+ 


- (4) Joh'15.11. 


So theſe in ſenſual Lulis ; and never dream : 

Of that dead Sea, to which the ſtream doth tend : 
And to their pleaſures puts a (9) fatal end. 

Yea (1) birds, and (2) beaſts as well as men, enjoy 
Their innocent delights. Theſe Chirp and play 3 
The chearful birds among the branches ſing, 

And make the neighbouring groves with mulick ring. 
With various from "216 notes they all invite, 


The new fallen Lambs (3) will in a Sun-ſbine day, 
About their feeding dams jump up and play _ 

Are (4) Cifterns ſweet? and is the fountain bitter ? 
Or can the Sun be-dark, when glow-worms glitter ? 
Have (5) inſtruments, their {weet and melodious airs ? 
All creatures their delights, and Saints not theirs ? 
Yea, theirs (6) tranſcend theſe ſenſual ones, as far ; 
As noon day Phebus doth a'twinkling ſtar, a 
Why droop I then, may any creature have 

A life like mine for pleaſure ? Who ere gave 
The'like (7) encouragement that Chriſt hath given, 
To do his will on carth as 'tis in Heaven ? | 
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Upon the due 
1] quality of ara-- 
ble Land. 4 


CHAP, IV. 


Corn Land muſt neither be to fat, nor poor £ 
The midale ſtate ſuits beſt with Chriſtians fare 2 


4 


—_— 2 2 


| usbandmen find by experience; that their arable Lands | 


be over rank, the ſeed ſhoots up ſo.much into the ſtalk, that 
it ſeldom cars well; and if too thin and. poor, it wants its | 
| due nutrinnt;, apd comes not to. perfe&ion. Therefore | 'Þ 
their care is'to. keep.it in heart, but not to overdreſs or un- | © 
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OBSERVATLON. 


may be dreſt to much as well as.too little; If the ſoil. 
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derdreſs it. The end of all their coſt an [; pains about it is 
fruit 3 and therefore reaſon tells them ,athat ſuch a ſtate and 
temperament of it, as beſt fits it for fruit, is beſt both for it 
and them. 


APPLICATION. 


A*Y D doth not ſpiritual experience teach Chriſtians,that 

a medipcrigy and competency of the things of this 
life, beſt fits them for the fruits of obedience, which is the 
end and excellency of their beings ?. A man may be over- 
mercied as well as over afflicted. Rare fumant felicibus are,the 
altars of the rich ſeldom ſmoke. When our outward enjoy- 
ments are by providence ſhaped and fitted to our condition ; 
aSa ſuit is to the body, that ſits cloſe ang neat; neither too curt 
nor long 3 we cannot delire a better condition in this world. 
This was it that wiſe Agr requeſted of God, Prov. 30.8,9. 
give me neither poverty nor riches, but feed me with food conve- 
nient for me,leſt 1 be full and deny thee? and ſay whois the Lord, 
or le(t T be poor and ſjieal, andtake the name of my God in vain, | 
Againſt both he prayes equaly, not abſolutely, that had been | 
his ſin, but comparatively and ſubmiſlively to the will of | 
-| God. He had rather, if God ſee it fit, to avoid both theſe ex- 
treams but what would he have then ? Why*ifoad conve- | 
nient. Or, according to the Hebrew, give me my-prey or 
ſtatute bread 3 which is a metaphor from birds that fly up 
and down to prey for their young,and what they get they di- 
firibute among them 3 they bring them: enough to preſerve 
their lives, but not more than enough to lye mouldering in | 
the neſt. . Such a proportion Agar deſired 3. and the reafon 
why he deſired it, 'is drawh from thedanger of both the ex- 
treams. He meaſured (like a wiſe Chriſtian) the conveniency 
or inconveniency of his eftate in the world, by its ſuitableneſs 
or unſuitableneſs to the end of his being 3 which is the (ervice-j 
of God. He accounted the true excellency of his life to-8On+-|-- 
liſt in its reference and tendencyto the glory of his God ,/al 


he could not ſee how a redundancy or too greats} 
earthly comforts, could fit him for that, but IM 
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equally removed from both extreams, beſt fitted that*end. 
And this was all that good Jacob, who was led by the ſame' 
ſpirit looktat, Gen. 28.20. And Jacob vowed a vow ſay- 
ing,if God wil! be with me, and keep me in the way that 1 go,and 
will give me bread to eat and rayment to put ou, ſo that I come 
again to my fathers houſe in peace,then ſhall the Lord be my God. 
Poor Jacob, he defires no great matter jn the World, food 
and rayment will ſatisfie him 3 in ſpiritual things his deſires 
are boundleſs; he is the moſt greedy a eMiatisfied man 
in the world, Hof. 12.4, but in the matters of this life, if he 
can get from God but offam & aquam, a morlel of meat, and 
a mouth full of water , he will not envy the richeſt Creſws 
or Craſſus upon carth. Meat and drink are the riches of 
Cibus & potus| Chriſtians, Divitie ſant , adlegem nature compoſita paupertas 
ſunt arotie | C(ajith Pomponins Atticus) riches are ſuch a poverty and medi- 
Chrifliarorum. | rity as hath enough for natures uſes3 and ſuch a ſtate is beſt 
pO both to the condition and to. the deſires of 
aSaint. | 
x. To his condition , for what isa Saint but a firanger 
' and Pilgrim upon earth, , a man in a ſtrange Countrey tra-, 
 velling homeward ? So David profefſed himſelf, Pſal. 119.19, 
I am a ſtranger 1n this Earth. And ſo thoſe worthjes, who are |. 
now at home in heaven, Heb. 11. 13. they profeſſed them- 
felves to be ftrangers and Pilgrims upon earth, and:to ſeck a | 
Countreys a viaticum contents a traveller, he will not cum- 
ber himſelf with fuperfluous things which would rather clog 
and tire, than expedite and help him in his journey. 

It ſuits beſt with his deſires , I mean his regular and advi- 
ſed defires. For, 

A gracious ſoul earneſtly deſires a free condition in the 
world, heis ſenſible he hath much work to do, arace to run, 
and is loath to be clog'd or have his foot in the ſnare of the 
cares or pleaſures of this life. He knows that fulneſs expo- 
| ſes to wantonneſs and irreligion, Dext,, 6.12. Hoſ. 13.6. 
*Tis hard, in the midft of ſo many tempting objects, to keep 
the golden bridle of moderation upon the affeions. The 
heart of a Chriſtian, like the Moon, commonly. ſuffers an|. 
eclipſe when it is at the full, and that by the interpoſition of 
the earth. k Te 
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The heaventy uſe of eardÞiythings. 


It was Solomons fulneſs that drew out and diſſolved his 
ſpirits, and brought him to fuch a low cbb in ſpirituals, that 
it remains a queſtion with ſome, Whether he evcr recover- 
ed it to his dying day. As it is the miſery of the poor to be 
neglected of men, fo it is the miſery of the rich to negle& 
God. Who can be poorer than to have the world, and love 
it? Or richer, than to enjoy but little of it, and live above 
it? 

- Andon S& ſide, extream poverty is noleſs expoſed 
to lin and danger, Lev. 6.2,3,4. As high and lofty trees are 


brows'd 6n by every beaſt: and therefore, a Saint delires'a 
juſt competency as the fitteſt, becauſe the freeſt fate, 

A gracious perſon deſires no more but a competency , be- 
cauſe there is moſt of Gods love and care diſcovered in gi- 
ving in our daily bread, by a daily providence. It is betwixt 
ſuch a condition, and a fulneſs of creature-provifions in our 
hand, as it was betwixt Egypt and Canaan; Egypt was wa- 
ter'd with the foot from the River N;lzs, and little of God 
was (een in that mercy 3 but Canaan depended upon the dews 
and ſhowers of Heaven 3 and fo, every ſhower of rain was 
a refxelhing ſhower to'their ſouls , as well as bodies. . Moſt 
men that have a ſtock of creature-comfors in their hands, 


ſee very little of God in their mercies. Pope Adrian built a 
Colledge at Lovain, and cauſed this inſcription to be written, 
in letters of Gold on the gates therofz Trajedum plantavit , 
Lovanium rigavit, Ceſar Ld incrementum. ( i.e. ) Viretcht 
planted me, Lovain water'd me, and Ceſpr gave the increaſe. 


fecit ; Here God did nothing. Carnal men, they fow, and 
reap, and eat, and look no farther. 

But now, when a man fees his mercies come in by the ſpe- 
cial and afſiduous care. of God for him, there is. a double 
ſweetnels in thoſe mercics; the natural ſweetneſs. which 
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comes from the creature it ſelf, every one, even the bealis'! 
can talte that as well as thee 3 but befides that, there is a ſpi- ' 
ritual (weetneſs, far exceeding the former, which none but a-|, 


ſubject to ſtorms and tempeſts, ſo the loweſt ſhrubs to be | 


look upon all as coming in an ordinary natural courſe, and |. 


One to reprove his folly, wrote underneath, Hic Dew Nibil |- 
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believer taſts : and much of that comes from the manner in 
which he receives it, becguſe it comes ( be it never ſo courſe 
or little ) as a Covenant mercy to him. He hath given 
bread to them that fear him, he is ever mindful of his Covenant, 
Pſal. 111.5. Luther, who made many a meal upon a broiled 
Herring, was wont to ſay, Mendicato pane hic vivamus, an 
ox hoc pulchre ſarcitur in eo, quod paſcimnr pane cum angels 
& vita eterna,Chriſto & Sacramentis ;, Letzus be content with | 
courſe fare here, have we not the bread that came down from 
heaven ? do we not feed with Angels 3 a'pregnant inſtance 
Epiſtle to the of the ſweetneſs of ſuch mercies, is given us iy a worthy 
Earl of Bed/ord| Divine of our own, Mr. Iſaac Ambroſs, For Mine own part 
ante ultima. | ( ſaith he ) however the Lord hath ſeen cauſe to give me but 
a poor pittance of outward things ( for which I bleſs bis 
name ) yet in the income thereof, I bave many times obſerved 
ſo much of his peculiar providence, that thereby they bave 
been very much ſweetned , and my heart hath been raiſed to 
admire his grace. When of late under an bard diſpenſation 
( which T judge not meet to mention, wherein I ſuffered 
with inward peace conſcienciouſly) all ſtreams of wonted 
ſupplies being ſlopt , the waters of relief for my ſelf and 
my family did run low, TIwent to bed with ſome ſtaggerings 
and doubtings of the Fountains letting out it ſelf for our 
refreſhing , but ere I did awake in the morning a Letter was 
brought to my bed fide , which was ſigned by a choice friend 
Mr. Anthony Aſh, which reported ſome unexpeGed break- 
ings out of Gods goodneſs for my comfort. Theſe are ſome of 
bis lines — Yorur God , who hath given you an heart thank- 
fully to record your experiences of his goodneſs, doth renew 
| experiences for your encouragement. Now I ſhall report 
one which will raiſe your ſpirit towards the God of your 
merty , &c. whereupon he ſweetly concludes, One morſel 
of God's Proviſion , ( eſpecially if it come mnexpedied , 
and upin Prayer , when wants are miſt ) will be more| | 
ſweet to a ſpiritual reliſh , than all former full enjoyment |} 

"were. - | ; ' ; p r 3 TY 
.- *-+ Many Mercies corne unask'd for, and they require thank- 1-4 7% 
WEE "vpn but when' mercies come in upon prayer; and as a |. 
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. - | ſealſet to his promiſe” at once; /P/al.' 66. 16,17. | Doubthes 
Hannah found' more comfort in a Samnel, and -Rachel in her | 


—_ 


. than his ſoul? Will the very Mabometans, how urgent: 


© — 


j and defi igns.-- Inſtead of cating and drinking to ſerve God, I 


| who is ſo far from making godlineſs the: cnd) of his: creature» 
| vornfotts, that he rathes looks upon it. as;an-o 
| derarice to therm. May not the very Hheathens tmmake-ine-bluſh. 4 


preg: "yea, is it corttmon to a Proverb —__ 


now it's both God's bleſſing upon its own infiltration {| anda 


Naphthali, (the one being ask*d of God:and the other wreſt> 
| Ied/for with God, as their names icaporr)i clay mothersoedi« 
MIUy'Os in their Children: A j 
[139 3 mh wo IUEY: 373 v2 
REFLECTIONS. 71:48 30 
Do the people of God deſire - only ſo mich of the Crews 
tire as may; fit thetn* for the ſervice of 'God.3-:whata lwretch 
then-am I'that have:defired only ſo muth:of Religiowas 
fit me to-gain the creature:! 'As Gods: people: have ſubjected 
all;cheir Creature-enjoyments to Religion, . ſo oppolicely , O' 
my ſou], thou haſt ſubjected Religion to thy worldly intereſt 


haveſerved God that Linight cat and'drinks: yea, I have not 


ſor! diQtates'plainly , : that the means muſt-never be moreex-: 
celent than the end. - :Wretch that I am, to make. Religion 
a ſlave to my luſt; aiſtirrup to advancement, an artifice to 
carry on my carnal deſigns, . verily I have  my.reward 3 and 
this is all the good I am ever like to get by it. 

' And no leſs ſhould the Worldlingtremble, to conſider hw 
he hath calt off the duties of Reli made ther ſiand aſide 
and give place to the world.. : Inſtcad of defiring formuch on- 
ly as might make him ſerviceable to- God , he thrufis afide 
the ſervice of God to-get-as. much 'of the world ashe cani,, 


bſtacle and hin- 
could Ariftotle deliver: this as' a; true 1wle'to- poſterity, :to; 


make Religion our tirft and chief care? could Ariftippres: ſay, 
he would rather negle& his means than his. mind ?. his:Bat 


their buſineſs 'be}: lay 'it all” afide, five. "rirhes-in'thed 


only aQedbelow:Religion, 1But below Reaſon alſo 3: for rea- | 


| recur | of prayer; their, Forecenchs more : Tee Joudles; foe). 
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| elves with ſhame and ſorrow”, to conſider how unſatisfied 
* | they have been in-that; condition that other have prefer'd 


| - rag and- anſwer truly to'what. I ſhall now demand-of 
thee. | NET, | 


_ , | upon thy oa 4x thou ait ſo ſolicitous ahout the world ? 


that Ma and meat hinders no mav, -and yet I that profeſs 
my ſelf a Chriſtian, thruſt out duty for eyery trifle? Oh 
| wictched ſaul:! how hath the God of this wor'e blinded 
mine. eyes ? can the world indeed do that for me that Chriſt 
can do ? hath it ever proved true to them that truſted it and 
dated on it ?, :Bath it not at laſt turn'd them off as men turn 
off a Sumpter horſe at night, that hath been a drudge to car- 


ry their Gold and filver for them all day, and at laſt is turn'd 
| out with an empty belly and agall'd back ? O how righteous 
will that ſentence of God be ? Go cry to the gods whom 
thou haſt ſerved |! TY | 

_ And: may not aiany gracious hearts.turn in upon them- 


and eſtcem'd as the greateſt of all outward: mercies ? I have 
indeed heen fed with food convenient , but not contented:3 
How hath my heart been tortured: from day today with anx- 
ious thoughts, what I ſhall eat and drink, and wherewith 1 
and mine ſhould becloathed ?: Lpretend. indeed: that E care 
-buc for a competency of the world; but ſyre I am, my, cares 
about it have been incorapetent. Come my, diſtruſiful caxth- 
dy heart let me propound a few queſtions to thee about this 


 Haſt chou here a continuing City ? art.thou at home. or 


thy profeſſion indeed ſpeaks thee.a firanger upon earth, but 
thy converſation a home-dweller. - Eraſmxs 1gid he defired 
honours and riches;no more than a weary. harſe dath aheavy 
Cloak-bag. ' Wouldit thou not account him a-fo9l that would | 
vidual his ſhip as: much to croſs.the! Channel. to Erange, as if 


DIES; Ca Le IIy ues ry ne _ 
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'} Or, 2ly. Which of all the Saintsihaſt thou known to- be | IS 
the better for much of the world ?. it hath been ſome meny | 2: 


"(the were bound for the Eaft. Indies ?. Alaſs! it will be- but. @ 
little while , and then there-wil!l be no more need of any of 
theſe things. *Tis ſad; "that a foul which ſtands at the door 
'of Eternity, ſhould be perplexing it ſel about food and ray- 


utter } *W+ 


$ © |. theſe things do- the Nations ſetk,, Mat. 6.39; If-E had no 
2B-- | father in heaven, nor promiſe in the word, it were another 
5 mat--| ' 


” 
_— 


Thi heaven wſoof eartbiyebings: = 


utter raine. - Seldom doth: God ſuffer men to be their own 
carvers, *but they cut their own fingers:- To give riches aud 
pleaſarts to ay tvil man (faith Ariftotle) is biey to give wine t0 
ane that hath a Fever, Where there is no war; there is uſually 


dom) I have no hope at all. Thoughthis poor undone wretch 
ſpake it out, and others Keep it in; yet doubtleſs he hath ma- 
ny thouſand fellows in the World, that might ſay as much 
would they but ſpeak the truth. | 


excluded them out of heaven, yet it hath ſotely clog'd them 
in the way thither. Many that have been very humble, holy 
and heavenly ina low condition, have ſuffered a'ſad ebb in 
a full condition. What a'cotd blaſt have they felt comingfrom 
the cares and delights of this life, to'chill both cheir graces 
and comforts! it had been well for ſome of Gou*s people if 
they had never known what p—_ ments 

Is not this a ſad ſymptom of a-:declining' ſtate'of! foul , to 
be ſo hot, eager and anxious about'the ſuperfluous trifles-of 
this life. Think*ſ theu; O'myſonl? that one who'walk#s in 
the views of that gloty above, 4nd maintains a converſation! 
in heaven, can be much taken with theſe vanities ? do not the 
viſions of God vail the tempting ſplendor of the creature / 
It was the opinion of ſorne'of the Schrotmen;- that the reaſon' 


and dulls the edge of the affeQions to carthly things 3 and: 
canſt thou be fatisfied'my foul with ſuch gains as are attend- | 
ed with ſuch ſpiritual loſſes 3 


a Chriſtian to be as cager- after riches as other men? After 


much w#2tonneſ7, What a ſad ftory was that of Pins @iinthc; | 
When I was in 4 low cofidition (aid he ) I had ſornecome< | 
fortable hopes of my ſalvation, but when I came to be a Car- | 
dinal, I greatly doubted of it; but fince I carne to the Pope-| 


And even Gods own people, thoagh the world hath not | 


why Adam in Paradiſe was riot (enfible 6f' hisnakedneſs, was | 
becauſe he was wholly:taken'ap'ini cotiverſing with God: But 
this is certain, lively and ſweet communion! with'God' blunts || 


To conclude, is it not diſhonourable to God: and'a juſti 1 k 
fication of the way-of tle world; for me that profeſs my (elf| ** 
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(2) Prov. 30, 
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(6) Luke 8 14- 
(8) Mark 6. 8 


(1) Pl. 1 9.19, 
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matter, but ſince my heavenly father knows what 1 have need 
of; and hath charged-me to be carcful in- nothing,,, but; only 
tell him my wants, Phil. 4.6, How unbecoming; a thing is 
it'in me.to live and a asI haye done}! Let me henceforth 
learn to:meaſure and eſfiimate my condition , xather iy Its 
uſefull to God than its content and caſe to mh ficſh. 


The Poem, 


F (1) fruit and ſervice be indeed the end 
To which my being and redemption tend, 
Reaſon concludes, that ſtate of all the reſt 
Which is moſt ſerviceable to be beſt, 
And ſuch a ſtate experience ſhews tolye 
"Twixt (2) fulneſs, and a pinching poverty. 
This golden: Mean, is worth a'golden Mine; © 
He that hath this, ſhould be: ( 3): alham'd to whine. \ 
The full fed Chriſtian like the (4) Ox i*ch* ſtall, | 
Is no way fit to work os plow withall. -  . 
And. (5) pegury like Pharaoh's kaner kine, 
Deyours the fatteſt portions of- Our time. - 
That man with whom this caxthly: (6) pleaſure's; "9" 
Orin whoſe heart thoſe anxious (7) cares 1bound ; 
And yet can walk by Scripture rule and line, 
Will-need a better head and heart than mine. 
A fingle (8) ſtaff the traveller may find 
Of uſe, and ſervice 3 but if you ſhould-bind ' 
A bundle of them to his back, they'l make 
Him ſlack his pace and cry my ſhoulders (9) ake. | 
Iam (1) a traveller, this world's my way. . 
A fingle ſtaff may be of uſe to ſtay | 
My feeble body, it it do not crack,. - , 
By too hard (2) leaning on it 3 but my back 
Will-bear no more ; Alas » I ſoon ſhould tire: . 
And:more than (3) ene I cannot well defire. 


. | Lord, to (4) preſcribe to thee becomes me not, 


a 


fLrather do (5)-fubtnit unts:my (6% 16 3+ -: 


Thy ſervants-(7). ſuit this:086e7: arid this-is it. © 
| The fiaff of bread (8) -convenientJethathave, ff 
And:managvic; (9)-diſcreetlys f%wmlfave fem 
"Thy feeble ſervant from cthe-mire arid (1) dirt. 232g 06 72. 
But niore orileſs than this may dome hutt. i) te 77 +0 
Or if thou fay thy ſervant ſhall havenone,* < * 
Then ſirengthen faith that I may go' (2) alone. - + 
4 1:5 071599 F :03'E ca] 45 
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Spent barren Land you can reſtore and. nouriſh. - +. 
- . Decayed Chriſtians (God can canſe to flouriſh. \ + 
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UA iireacing, che cart hiobandetin hack ramp 
to/recoverand bring it intheart/agan; "He lets it ye. ih 
togive/it reſt ;'andtime* to recover it (elf, carries opt 


in -paſture and medory ground, will waſh it ( if poflible ) 
with a current of water, 'or the float of the ways after a fall of | 
rain,” which is to the earth as a fpring of, new blood'to a'con- || 
ſarmptive body. He cuts down aid kills the weeds that "fuck | 


'| (9) Eccl. 6.2% 
(1)BroFgagell 


[12) Habs 3.17e{; 


AJ Land-is'ſperit ont by cillages or for want of ma-. | 


42 F 
IJ 


ſand; lime and compoſt, * to refreſh and quicken it again, and | 


©, 7. 
(7)Gen.y 8.32- || 
(8) Prov.30,8, | 


it out, '-and-cauſes them to make reſtitution of what they |/ 
purlojned from it, by rotting upon the'place where they. |: 
grew. As careful are they to recover it when it is ſpent, as an, | 
honeſi Phyſician is of his Patient in a Janguifhing condition 5. 
for he knows his field will be as grateful to him, and fully re | 


quitc his cate and coſt, | 
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How far true 
prace in a be- 
tever may fail. 
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APPLICATIO N. 


S man's, - ſo God's Husbandry is fotnetimes out of caſe 

not by peldingtoo, many crops, but too few. The my- 
tical Husbandmgn hath ſome fhelds( I mean particular ſoci- 
cties and perſons;) who twere once-fragrant and fruictul like 
a field which God hathi bleſſed ;; but are now decayed: and 
grown barren > whoſe gleanings formerly were more than 


| their vintage now 3 the things that are in.them are ready to 


dye, Rev. 3. 3- *Tis poſſible, yea, too common for gracious 
ſouls to be reduced to a- very low cbb; both of graces and 
comforts z how low I-will not fay :- Our Brittiſh Divines tell 
| | . us, That grace indeed cannot be 
Gratia nec totaliter intermit= totally intermitted z nor f1- 
titur, nec finaliter amittitur, nally loſt; but there may be 
Ains omitiitur,habitnes non an omiflion.of the at, thoagh 
amittitur, Aio pervertitar, not an amiſſion of the habit: the 
fides non fabvertitur. Concu- a& may be perverted, though 
titur, 101 excutitur, Deflngt the faith-cannot be ſubverted 3 


| frulius, latet ſuccus. Jus ad it may be ſhaken in, though not 


regnum amittuys. demerate». ſhaken, out 3. its fruits may fall, 
rie, non effeflive..  Efeius but its ap. lyes hid. in its root 
jhiftationis ſuſhenditar, 2+. they demerie the. lols of, the: 
ſtatgs juſtifieati non; diſſplui» . kingdom, but loſe it nat. ctle-- 
tur. Suff, Britt. Qively 3 . the. effec; of juftifica- 
| | tion may be ſuſpended» but. the 
ſtate of the-juſtified cannot be diſſolved. 
, Certajniit. is,; ane that. like Paxl, hath been rapt up with 
(joy, even to the, third heavens, andicryed, I am' more thans 
another time lye:mourning as at. the, gates of death, cryin 
'O wretched-manthat Lam, who ſhall.deliver me from the body 
of this death ? One, that hath walked in ſweet communion 
with God,ſunninghimſelfin the light of his gountevance,may 
afterwards walk in darkneſs, and ſee no light, 1a.-5. 10, - He 
that hath caſt anchor within the vail ,and rode ſecurely in the 
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conqueror, who can, ſeparate me from uhe love of, Godi? May. at 


| Peaceful harbour of aſſurance, ray ſeem to feel his Anchor 
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of hope come home to him, and gq adrift into'the floniy | 
Ocean again, crying with the Church, Lam. 3. 18, My hope 
is periſhed from the Lord, His calm-and clear Air may be overs | 
cali and douded, :yea filed with forms and tempeſts, light- 
nings and thunders'; his,graces, like onnded flowers 
- e Winter, may: all diſappear, and: kidb choir" beautiful 


- To the Promiſerhe-may ſay, you arc ſweet things indeed ; 
but what have I to do with you ? Leould onge indeed rejoy 
in- yOu:, as my. portion ; but now'Edoubrt I graſped: a - an | 
'dow, a fahcy inſtead of you. - To Saints he may ſay, tur 
'2way from me, labour-not to comfore' me, 'O' do not ſpill 
your precipus: ounement af conſolation'/upon my' head*;,' for 
'what have b to.do:with'comfort?: eo formers experiencer, He |, 
'may. ſay. in -hjs hafts you axe alilyars: -To the tight\ of Gods | 
Commenance, homay lay; farewwoll fweetlight;' Ethall behold: 
'thee no-more.. To.Saai,: he rnay-ſay, '©:mine enemy, thou | 
haſtatlaſpzevailed.againſt'me, thou art /Rronger than I, aa# 
haſt overcome, | To davier.ondondinancer; tic may Oy;. whete 
is the ſweetnels Lonce-found'in you? you were'once fivecter|. 
19 me: thanthe honey comb3-butmow as taſttefs as-the white 
dorenja vn Oifadirehple ? deplozed-change'!! quanta mu- 
rats ab ille ? oo ni nc% dui mien © 14541 

; - But will God leave his- poor creatures helplebs in: ſach-a+| 
caſe as: this? Shall: their |Icaf:fallg-theiribragchegs <wither ;/|| 


pm_——— 


\Srages:fainitingy'; their hopes gaſping; the new-<rratuzeiphants)| 
ings the thivgs that are igrtiiemreadyito dye, anÞwill henot 
regard it? | Yes, yes, Theres hdpe of a tree if itbe cut down, and. 
the root thereof wax old.in the earth, yes bythe ſcent: of water it: | 
will bud, and bring;forth boughy, like-a plant; Job; 14:89. This|. 
/ poor declineddoul, vas fad as it fits atithe (gates of hetl; may" 


[ing over him, pc 60 not over me, O mine: enemy, for shough 
e 


+. | Lfoll,'yer I ſpall art 


3 though I ſit in darkneſs, the Lord will be a.| 


/ 


"24 WR 4 | 1211 - | 
| | To.Ged he may fay., I am caſt oat of. thy/fight 3 Fknow | 
thou canſt do much , but wilt thou ſhew wonders to- the 


their zoy; (their lifes their heart) depant? v will Hei ſcotheil | | 
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\rouze up it ſelf at laſt, and: fay to Sztan that ſtands triumph-| . * 


- / 30 
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mare toon 


light| 
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light unto :me., "Mice "7 -7..8, He'may raiſe up himſelf upon his 
bed of languiſhing for all this; and fay. to God, . though thou 


| baft-chaſtened me ſore, yet haft thou not given me over unto death. 


He may turn,about to:the Saints,/that have mourned-for him, 
and with a ben entivinen fay; T frall not die but live; 
und declare the works of the Lordi :'He may fay.to che/Promi. 
ſer, you are the true and faithful ſayings of God , my 'un- | 
belief did bely you 3 I ſaid in my hafle, you were Iyars : z but I 
cat my words, I am aſhamed of my folly. Surely, O Soul ; 


| there is yet hope in thine end, thou mayſt be reliored, ſal, 


23+ 3-;;T how may(t yet recover thy yervuse, and ay dew! be 
as the dew of: herbs. For, + 

Is heinot thy Father, anda Father full of compaſſions ed 
bowels ? ?'And can a father ſtand by his dying Child, fee his'| 
fainting fits, hear his melting groans, and pity begging looks; 
and not help: him3 eſpecially having refioratives by him that 
can doit ?. Surely; ar:afatber pities. bis. own Children, ſdwill 
thy God pity thee; Pſal. 130-14; 33s 1He will ſpare thee, as 
a fathar ſpareth his awnu- Son thatferverbim, Mal. 3.17;+ Hark, 
how. hjs bowels yeartv? T have:ſurely beard Ephraim : bemoan- 
ing himſelf; is ng8 Ephraim my dear Son 2:4 be not a pleaſant 
| bad 4; for ſince I-fþ oby agathit bim Ido exrneftly ramember bin | 
fl, Iill ſurely:have mercy, on:bbmy Jer; 21 380432251 6 

- Path he-not-knowthy: life 'wauld:be alcogethiruſeleſsito | 
him, : if. he ſhould-not reſioze thee * wut: ſeevice axt:thou fi© | 
to perform to him, in ſuch a condition ? Thy days wil eonſurne 


like ſmoak, whilſt thy beart/is. ſanitten and withered like graſs, 


| Plal.'1027844-.1 Thy mpiiths mall be months of: vanity , 


they will fiyt away and fob ny :gdody» Fob 17. 3. 16: he will 
but: quicken thee again; then /thoa-qulticall upon his name; 
Pſal-- $0. 183: but it Headand-linguifting'conditivn, thou 
art no morefit for any work of \God,” than a''fick man is for 
manual:labours 3, and ſurely. he hath not pur thoſe precious 
and Excellkgt gratcn:of this ſpirit within thee. for nothing 3 | 
they: wtre planted:thererfor fruit and: (exvice, ahd therefore * 


| doubtleſs: hewillrevive thee again, + 1 HO oo 
Yea, -doſt: thou: not think he Gonchine inability fo. besr' E WP 
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ſuch a conditiog long? he:knows'thy ſpirit would fail before 7 ® " 


The heavenly feof earthly things. a9. 


him, aud the ſoul which be bath made, 1fa. 57. 16. David told 
him as much, in the like condition, Pſal. 143.7. 8. Hear me 
ſpeedily, O Lord, for my ſpirit failetb; hide not thy face from 
me» leſt I be lik? unto thoſe that go down into the pit; q-d. 
Lord,make haſt and recover my languiſhing ſoul otherwiſe, 
whereas thou haſt now a ſick child, thou wilt ſhortly have a 
dead child. | 
And in like manner Fob expoſtulated with him, : 7ob 6. 1, 
2,3, 11112. Mygrief is heavier than the ſand of the Sea, my 
words are ſwallowed wp, for the Arrows of the Almighty are 
within me; and the poyſon thereof drinks up my ſpirits : the 
terrors of God do ſet themſelves in array againſt me, what is my 
ftrength that I ſhould hape? is my ſtrength the ſtrength of ſtones? 
or are my bones of braſs * So Chap. 7. 12. Am I a Sea, or a 
Whale ? &c. Other troubles a man may, but this he cannot 
bear, Prov. 18.'14. And therefore doubtleſs ſeaſonable and 
gracious revivings will come, He will uot ſtir up all bis wrath, 
for he remembers thou art but fleſh; a wind that paſſeth away , 
and cometh not again, Plal. 78. 38,39. He hath ways enough- 
todo it, if he dobut unveil his bleſſed face and make it ſhine 
[again upon thee, thou art ſaved, Pſa. 80. 3. the manifeſta- 
tions of his love, will be to thy ſoul as ſhowers to the parch- 
ed graſs thy ſoul that now droops and hangs the wing, ' ſhall 
then revive and leap for joy, 1/2. 61.1. A' new face thall 
come upon thy graces:, they ſhall bud again, and bloſſom as 
a Roſe; if he do but ſend a ſpring of auxiliary grace into thy 


-. 


Gratia gratiam 


ſoul, to acuate-the dull habits of inherent grace, the work 
[is done; then ſhalt thou return to thy firſt works again, Rev, 
2.4» 5. and fing, as in the days of thy youth. - , | 


REFLECTIONS. 


O this is my very caſe, ſaith many a poor Chriſtian 3 thus 
my ſoul languiſhes and droops from day: to day : *tis good 
news indeed, 'that God both can and' will reſtore my ſoul; 


+ | aw how ſhort the ſecond Temple came of the glazy-of: the 
; ; Ws | H | z 


> 


[ |but ſad that I ſhould fall into ſuch a ſtate. How unlike am | 
M |to what once I was ? Surely, as the old men weptwhen they 
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poſtulate. 
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—— Husbondsy ſpinitualized; Or, | 


I, 
1A Convi&ive 
RefleRion. 


firſt, fo may Efit.down and. weep bitterly, to conſider how. 
| much my tirſt love, and firſt duties excelled the preſent. 
'| For, 


—— 


Is my heart fo much in; heaven now, as it wont to be ? 
Say,O Soul ! doſt thou not remember, when like the beloved 
Difciple thou Hayeft in Feſus boſome ? how didft thou ſweet- 
en communion with him? how reſtleſs and impatient wat 
thou in his abſence ! Divine withdrawments were to thee 
as the hell of hell: What a burden was the World to me 
in thoſe days ! Had it not been for conſcience of my duty, 
I could have been willing to let all lye, that communion 


| tn the night,how was the darkneſs cnlightned by the heaven- | 


with Chriſt might ſuffer no interruption, When I awaked 


ly glimpſes. of the countenance of my God upon me ? 
How did his company ſhorten thoſe hours, and beguile the 
tediouſneſs of the night ? O-my ſoul, ſpeak thy experience , 
is-it now as it was then ! No, np. thoſe days are- paſt and 
gone, and thou. become much a ſtranger-to that heavenly 
life. Art thou able with truth.to deny this:charge? When. 
occaſionally I-paſs by thoſe places, which- were once to. me | 
as Zacob*s Bethel to him I ligh at the remembrance of for- | 
mer paſſages betwixt me and heaven therez and ſay with 
! Job, Chap.. 29. O that it were with me as in moneths paſt, as 
| in the days when God preſerued me, when his. candle ſhined upon 
| my head, when by bis light I walked through darkneſs, when the 
| Almighty pas yet with me, when 1 put on righteouſneſs and it 
' cloathed me, mhen my glory was freſh in me ! when I remember 
theſe things, my ſoul is poured ont within me. ' 

Is thy obedience to the-commands of Chriſt, and motions 
to duty, as free and chearful as they were wont to be? Call 
to mind, my ſou], the times when thou waſi born down the 
ſtream of Love to every duty, if the ſpirit did but whiſper 
to thee, ſaying, Seek, my face, how did my ſpirit eccho to his 
calls ? ſaying, Thy face-Lord will I ſeek, Pal. 27. 8. It God 
had-any work to. be done, how readily did-I offer my ſervice? 
Here am I:Lord; ſend-me. My ſoul made me as the chariots 
of Aminadsb; Love oyled the wheels of my affeQion , and-| } 
his commandments were -10t grievous, 1 John 5. 3+ Nox tardat. |: 
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The heavenly uſe of earthly hinges. 


wtia rota. There were no ſuch quarrellings with the com- 


ſuch was my love to Chriſt, and delight to do his will, that 
I could no more keep back my elf from duty, than a man 
that's carried away in a crowd. 


or grieve fo tenderly for ſin, and for grieving the holy Spirit 
of God, as thou waſt wont to do? when tormerly I had 
fallen by the hand of a temptation, how was I wont to1ye 
in tears at the Lord's feet , bemoaning my felt ? how did 1 
haſten to my Cloſet, and there cry like Ezra, Chap. 9.6. O 
my God, I am aſhamed, and bluſh to look up unto thee, How did: 
I figh and weep before him, and like Ephraim, ſmite apon my 
thigh, ſaying, hat bave I done ? Ah my ſoul ! how didſt thou 
work, ſtrive, and caſt about, how to recover thy ſelf again ? 
haſt thou forgotten , how thou wouldſt ſometimes look 'up 
and figh bitterly; Ah! what a God have E-provoked ? what 
love and goodneſs have I abuſed ? ſometimes look in and 
weep, Ah! what motions did I withſtand? what a good 


”W 


| ſpirit have I grieved? Ah ! my ſoul thou would'ſt have ab- | 


hor*'d thy ſelf, thou could*ſt never have borr it, had thy 
heart been as ſtupid and as relentle(s then as now. If ever a 
poor ſoul had reaſon to diſſolve it felf into tears for its ſad re- 
lapſes, I have. 

But yet mourn not, O my ſoul, as one without hope. Re- 


mand, noſuch excuſes and delayes as there axe now. No),! 


Or laſtly, tell me, O my ſoul doſt thou bemoan thy elf | 


| 


—_— 


2, 


member, There is hope in Iſrael concerning this thing. As low 
as thy condition is, it is not deſperate, it is not a diſeaſe that 
ſcorns a Remedy ; many a man that hath been ſtretcht out 
for dead, hath revived again, and lived many a comfortable 
day in the World 3 many a tree that hath caſt both leaf and 
fruit, by the skill of a prudent Husbandman, hath been reco- 
vered again, and made both flourithing and fruitful. Is it not 
eaſier think*ſt thou, to recover a languithing man to health, 


2.1. Isany thing too hard for the Lord ? Though my ſoul draw | 
zigh to the pit, and my life to the deſtroyers, yet be gain fend me 
a meſſenger,one among a thouſand that ſhall declare.to me my wp- 
rightneſs FI 


Y 


than a dead man to life ? and yet this God did for me, "Eph, |* 


RefleRion. 


, then ſhall be deliver me from going down into the þ 
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Husbandry.ſpiritualized I Or; SY 


| (5)Rol: 14+5:6. 
+ WES 3: 


(4) Joh. TRY 
(2) 1-Cor.39, 


(3) Pal. 4. 3. 
|| (4YJob 2 9-324+| 
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my fleſh ſhall be freſher than a Childs, and T ſhall return to the 


of my fruit too be gone, and Iam. a withering tree 3 yet as 
| long as the root of the matter is in me , there is more hope |. 
of {uch a poor decayed withered tree, than of the hypocrite 
| that wants ſuch a root, in all his glory and bravery,. His-Sun 
| ſhallſet and never riſe again 3 but I live in expectation of a 
{weet morning, after this dark night.. | 
Rouz up therefore, O my foul, ſet thy faith awork on 
Chriſt for quickning grace, for he hath life in himſelf , and 
quickens whomſoever he will, Job. 7. 38. Stir up that little 
which remains, Rev. 3. 2. Halt thou not ſeen lively flames | 
proceed from glimmering and dying ſparks, when carefully 
colle&ed and blown up ? get among(t the moſt lively and 
quickning Chriſtians 3 as iron ſharpexs iron, ſo will theſe ſet an | 
edge upon thy dull affeions, Prov, 27.17. As 18. 15, But 
above all, cry mightily to the Lord for quickning , he will 
not deſpiſe thy cry. The moans of a diſtrefſed Child, work 
upon the bowels of a tender father. And be ſure to keep 
within thy view, the great things of eternity, which are rea- 
dy to be revealed, live in the believing and ſerious contem= 
plations of them, and be dead if thou canſt. ?*Tis true, thou | 
haſt Reaſon enough from thy condition, to be for ever hum- 
bled 3 but no reaſon at all from thy God, to be in the leaſt 
diſcouraged. 


K—— 


The P oem, 


"Hou art the (1) Husbandman, and I 
A worthleſs plot of (2) Husbandry, 
Whom ſpecial love did ne*retheleſs 
Divide ( 3p from natuxes wilderneſs. 
' Thendid the (4) Sun-ſhine of thy face 
And (weet (5) illapſes of thy grace 
Like (6) Aprit ſhowers, and warming gleams 
+Diſtil its dews,, refle@ its beams. 
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days of my youth, Job 33.21. Though my flouriſb,and much || 
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And hopeful (8) buds on them wereſh : 
Theſe into duties foon were (9) turn'd- 


Ilytbinps. 


"My dead (7)  affeQions then were grcen, 


In which my heart within me (10) burn'd. 


O halcyon'days ! thrice happy Rate ! 

Each place was (1) Bethel, heavens gate. 
What ſweet diſcourſe ! what heavenly (2) 
Whilſt with thee I did daily (3) walk / 
Mine eyes o'sflow, my heart doth (4) fink 
As oft as on thoſe days I think. 

For (5) ſtrangeneſs now is got between 
My God and me, as may be ſeen 


talk !- 


By what is (6) now,. and what was then 3 


*Tis juſt as if I were. (7) two men. 
My fragrant branches .(8,) blaſted be, 
No fruits like thoſe that can ſee. 

Some (9). Canker-worm lies at. my root. 


Which (1) fades my leaves, deſtroys my fruit. 


| My ſoul is (2) baniſhed from thy fight, 


Fox this jt. (3) mourneth day and night. 
Yet why doſt thou (4) deſponding lye ? 
With (5) Jonah caſt a backward eye. - 
Sure in thy God help may be had, 
There's precious (6) balmin Gilead. 
That God that made me.ſpring at firſt; 
When I was barren, (7) and accurſ}, 
Can much more ealily (8) reſtore + 
My ſoul to what it was before. 

"Twas (i) | 

Yet all recover'd were by grace. | 
A word, a (3) ſmile on my poor ſoul; 
Will make it perfe&t, ſound, and whole. 
A (4) glance of thine hath ſoon diflolv'd 


A foulinlin, and gricf involy'd. - 


Lord, if thou (5):canſt not work the cure, 


_ Iam contented to endure, © 


ans (1) Job's (2) and David's caſe, 
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(9) Als 9 10, 


16, 17, 
(2) Exod. 34« 


(4) Plal. 41,6. 
(5) Cant. 5.6, 


(7) 2 Chr.19. 
(8)Pſal, Sp. 


1) Ia. Bas 6s 
(2) Pfal. 88.6, 


(9) Ifa, y9. 2, 


- - / J 
(7) Jer. 2.4. | # 
(8) Cant, 7:42]. 7 
(-0)Lu.24.32, | E.. 
(1) Gen.28.,, | 


+29, + v3 
(3) Gen.s: 7, | 


(6) Rev; 2 g$«b-..3 
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| (6) Jer. 1.32. :. 
| par apt - 


14. - To 
(3) Pfal. 99.2, 

(4)Plab 42.n8; þ 
(5) Jon. 2.45; 2 
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8) Pal. 23. 3:4 4% 
9) Pſal.. 88.455 


(1) Job 144; P57 
(2) Pal, ÞÞ. 1.35 


G3) Plaly80uge 7 
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- [Upon the un- 
curableneſs of 
ſome bad 
ground. 
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ritualized; Or, 


LHAP. VI. 


No «hill can mend the miry ground, and ſure 
Some Souls the Goſpel leaves as paſt a cure, 


OBSERVATION, 


_—_—— the induſtry and $kill of the Husbandman can | 

make ſome ground that was uſelefs and bad, good for 
tillage or paliure, and improve that which was barren , and 
by his coſt and pains make one Acre worth ten 3 yet ſuch is 
the nature of ſome rocky or miry ground, where the water 
ſtands, and there is no way to cleanſe it, that it can never be 
made fruitful. The Husbandman is fain to let it alone, as an 
incurable piece of waſi and worthleſs ground 3 and though 


more ſhowers it receives,the worſe it proves. For theſe do no 
way fecundate or improve itz nothing thrives there, but 
worthleſs flags and ruſhes. 


APPLICATION 


Any allo there are under the Gofpe), who are given 

, over by God to judicial blindneſs, hardngſs of heart, a | 
reprobate ſence, and perpetual barrenneſs 3 ſothat how ex- 
cellent ſoever the means are which they enjoy , and how et- 
hcacious foever, to the convertion, edification and ſalvation 
of others; yet they ſhall never do their fouls good , Ezek. 
47. 9,11. Every thing whereſoever the River comes ſhall live, 
but the miry places thereof, and the marſhes thereof ſhall never be 
bealed but be given to ſalt 3 (i.e. ) given to an vbſtinate and 
everlaſting barrenneſs. Compare Dent, 9.23. By theſe waz 
ters, ſaith judicious Mr, Strong, underſtand the doctrine of 


r:nnefs, Þ. 8, j the-Goſpe]; as Rev. 21. 2. a River of water of life, clear as 


Cryſtal 


_ 


the Sun and Clouds ſhed their influences on it,as well as up-} : 
on better Land, yet that doth not at all mend it. Nay, the | © 
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The heazenly ufe of earthly things. 

Cryſtal. Hic fluvins eft uberrima defirina Chrifti, ſaith Mr. 
Brightman, This River is the moſt fruitful do@rineof Chriſt, | 
yet theſe waters do not heal the miry mariſh places, ( 5. e. ) 
men that live unfruitfully under Ordinances, who are com- 
pared to miry and mariſh places in three reſpets. 

(1. ) In miry places the water hath not free paſfage,. but 
ftands and ſettles there. So it is with theſe: barren SMls 3 | 
therefore the Apoltle prayes that the Goſpel may run and be 
glorified, 2 Theſ, 3.1. The word is ſaid to run, when it 
meets with no fiop, Crum libere propagatur, when it is trecly 
propagated and runs through the: whole man ;. when it meets | 
with no ſtop either in the mouth of the ſpeaker, or hearts of *3 
the hearers, as it doth.in theſe. 4 

( 2.) Ina miry place, the earth and water is mixt toge- | 
ther 3 this mixture makes mire. So when the traths of God | 
do mix with the. corruptions.of men,; that they: either hold 
fome truths, and yet live in theiruſts,, or elſe when men do 
4 make uſe of the truths'of God to juſtitic and plead for their Z 
Y C  figss Or, p. 
| . (3. ) Whenas in a miry place the-longer the water ſtands | 
in'it, the worſe it grows ſo:the longer. men abide under 4 
Ordinances, the more filthy and: polluted they grow: Theſe j 
[arc the miry-places that. cannot be healed, their diſcale is in- 4.» 
curable, deſperate. 
| Octhis isa ſad caſe, and-yet very common ! Many perſons | 
are thus given over 3. as incorrigible and hopeleſs, Rev. 22.11, | 
| Let him thats filthy, be filthy ftill. Je. 6.29. Reprobate filver | | 
ſhall men.call them, for the bord hath rejeied them, 1a, 6, Go | : th bd 
make the beart of this people fat, their ears dull, &c, Je; 

Chriſt executes by the Goſpel that Curſe upon many ſouls, 
which he denounced againſt the fig-tree, Mat. 21.19, Let 
no fruit grow-0 thee benceforth for ever,and immediately the fig- 
tree withered away, To be given up to ſuch-a caridition, is a: 
F |/fearfu] judgment indeed, a.curſe with:a witneſs thejuln |... 
F | all plagues, miſcries and judgments, a tatal ſtroke at thexoot 
'Þ | itfelf..; It's a-wo to have a bad heart, (ſaith one) but:ir's the 
WF |\depth of wo, to have a heart that ſhall never be made. beeter. | 
"2&4; To: be barren under-the Goſpel is: a-ſore judgment., wor to 
» Sip KY * S: ve ks 
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| ſpeaks. 


— 


| have that pertinex ſterilitar, a pertinacious barrenneſsz this 


[is to be twice dead, and pluckt up by the root, as Jade 


And to ſhew you the woful miſerable ſtate and- plight 
| of ſuch men, let the following particulars be weighed. 
(1) It's a ſtroke at the ſoul it ſelf,” an inward ſpiritual judge- 

| ment; and by how much the more inward and ſpiritual any 

| judgrent is, by ſo much the more dreadful and lamentable, 
; As ſoul merciesare-the beſt of mercies.3 ſo, ſoul-judgments, 
| are the ſaddeſt of all judgments. If it were but a temporal 

| tiroke upon the body, the loſs of an eye, an ear, a hand, 
; a foot, though in it ſelf it would be a conſiderable loſs; yetit- 
| were nothing to this. Omnia Deus dedit duplicia (faith Chry- 


ſo tom) ſpeaking of bodily members 3 God hath given meh 


| double members, two eyes, if one be loſt, the other ſupplies 
; its wants. two hands, two ears, two feet, that the failing 
| of one may be ſupplied by the help of che other 3 animain 
| vero wnam; but one ſoul, if that periſh, there is not another 
fo ſupply its lols. The ſoul, ſaith an Heathen, is the man,that 
' which is ſeen is not the man. The Apoſile calls the body a 


vile body, Phil. 3-21. and ſo it is compared with the ſoul 5]_ 


| and Daniel calls it.the Sheath, which:is but a contemptible} 
| thing to the (word which is in it, ' O it were far better that 
' many bodies periſh, than one foul 3 that every member were- 


; made the ſeat and ſubje& of the moſt exquiſite torture, than | 


| ſuch a judgrnent ſhould fall upon the foul, 
( 2.) Irs the ſevereſt ſtroke God can inflict upon the foul 


in this life," to give'it up to barrenneſs ; becauſe it cuts: off || 


 Husbandry ſpiritualized; Or, 6 


41 


' al hopes, fruſtrates all means, nothing can be'a- bleſſing to |. FF 


i him. - If one come from the dead, it Angels ſhould deſcend | 
\ from heaven'to preach to him 3 there is no hope of him. If}. 
God ſhut up a man, who can open ? Fob 12.14, As there was | 
none found in heayen or earth , that could open the ſeals of | 


' that-book,- Lev. 5.5. ſo is there no opening by the hand of- 


the moſt able and skiltul Miniſtry, thoſe ſeals of hardneſs ,| # 
blindneſs and unbelief,thus impreſſed upon the ſpirit. Whom. 
juſticelo locks up, Mercy will never let out. This is that | - 
which Manes up the Anathems Maranatha , 1 Cor. 16. 22-|\Þ 
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which is the dreadfulleſt curſe in all the book of God;accurſed 
till the Lord come. 

(3-) Tis the moſt indiſcernable ſiroke to theniſelves | 
that can be, and by that ſo much the more deſperate. Hence 
there is ſaid to be powred out upon them the ſpirit of ſlumber, 


deep ſleep, and bath cloſed your eyes. Montanus rengers it, The 
Lord hath mingled upon you the ſpirit of deep ſleep. And (o 


up of opium and ſuch like fiupefative ingredients, which 
caſts a man into ſuch a dead ſleep, that do what you will to 
him, he feels, he knows it not. Make their eyes heauy, and 
their ears dull; leſt they ſhould ſee, and hear, and be converted, 
Iſa. 6.9, 10, This is the heart which cannot repent, which 
is ſpoken of, Rom. 2.5. For men are not ſenſible at all of 
this judgment, they do not in the leaſt ſuſpedt it, and that is 
their miſery. Though they be curſed trees which ſhall never 
bear any fruit to life, yet many times they bear abundance of 


rare endowments ? And theſe deceive and undo them. Alat, 


deſperate, that there is no finding of it, no probe to ſearch 


it. 
(4+) "Tis a ſtroke that cuts off from the foul all the com- 
fort and ſweetneſs of Religion. A rfian may pray, hear, and 
confer, but all thoſe duties are dry ſtalks unto him , which: 
yield no meat, no ſolid ſubſtantial nutriment 3, ſome com- 
mon touches upon the affections he may ſometimes find in 
duty, the melting voice or Rhetorick of the Preacher may 
perhaps ſtrike his natural affeQions, as another Tragical ſto- 
ry pathetically delivered may do but to have any real com- 
munion with God in Ordinances, any diſcoveries 'or views of 
the beauty of the Lord in them , that he cannot have 3 for! 
theſe are, the ſpecial effes. and operations of. the Spiric.,! 
which are alwayes refirained, WE 


| - God hath ſaid to ſuch,, as he did to them, Gen. 4.3. bh 
[ſpirit ſhall no longer ſtrive with them ;and then whatſweetneſs 
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Iſa.' 2g. 10, The Lord hath powred out upon you the fpirit of | 


it is an alluſion to a ſoporiferous Medicine mingled and made> 


is there in Ordinances ? What is the word ſeparated from 
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| Betheſda, which had its healing vertue only when the Angel | 


' many years ſoever they lye by them. Though others feel a 


| of which this js one of the ſaddeſt, 2 Cor. 4. 3. If our Goſpel 


' . - Hushandry fpiritnalized; Or, 
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the Spirit, but a dead Letter ? it*s the fpirit that quickeos , 
2 Cor. 2, 3. Friend, thou muſt know that the Goſpel works 
not like a natzral cauſe upon thoſe that hear it; if ſo, the ef- 
fe would alwaycs follow, unleſs miraculouſly ftopt and | 
hindred 3 but it works like a moral inſtituted cauſe,whoſe efh- 
cacy and ſucceſs depends upon the arbitrary concurrence of 
the Spirit with it. The wind bloweth where tit liſteth, ſo is every 
one that is born of the Spirit, Joh. 3.8. Of his own will begat 
he us by the word of truth. Ordinances are as the old pool of 


moved the waters 3 but the ſpirit never moves ſfavingly upon 
the waters of Ordinances, for the healing of theſe ſouls, *how, | 


Divine power in therh , yet they ſhall not. As the men that 
travelled with' Paul, when Chriſt appeared to him from hea- 
ven, they ſaw the light, but heard not the voice » which he 
heard to ſalvation - Soit is with theſe, they ſee: the Mini- 
ſters, hear the words, which are words of ſalvation to others, 
but not ſo to them. Concerning thcſe miſerable ſouls, we 
may tigh and ſay to Chriſt, as Marthz did concerning her 
brother Lazarzs 3 Lord if thou hadit been here in this Ser- 
mon, OT in this prayer, this foul had not remained Jead. But 
here is the woe that lies upon him, God is departed from the 
means, and none can help him. 

(5-) *Tis fuch a firoke upon the ſpirit of man, as is a 
fcarful hgn of his eternal reprobation. *Tis true we cannot 
politively fay of a man in this life, he is a reprobate , one” 
that God will never ſhew mercy to3 but yet there are ſome 
probable marks of it upon ſome men in this world, and they 
are of a trembling conlideration where-ever they appear ? 


be bid,1is hid to thoſe that are loſt,iu whom the God of this world 
hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, leſt the light of 
the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, wha is the Image of God, roulJ ine 
unto them. So Als 13.48, As many as were ordained unto eter- 
| ual life believed.Te believe not4becauſt ye are not of my ſheep, Joh. 
10.26. And again, Mat. 13.11. To you it-is given to know the 


, 


| | myſteries of the Kingdom, but to them it is not given. There can- | {+ 
| | not 4 be. 
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| The heavenly uſe of earthy things. 


Wrath, than to continue under the Ordinances, as the Rocks 
and miry places do under the natural influences of heaven, 
W hat bleſſed opportunities had Fudas ? he was under Chriſt's 
own Miniſtry, he often heard the gracious words that pro- 
ceeded out of his mouth; he was night and day in his com- 
pany, yet never the betterz and why? becauſe he was the 
fan of perdition ; that is, a man appointed to deltruction and 
wrath. | 

(6) Andlaſily, to add no more. *Tis ſuch a ſtroke of God 
upon the ſouls of men, as immediately foreruns hell and 
damnation, Heh, 6.8. But that which beareth thoras and bryars 
ts rejedjed, and ts nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is tobe barnt. So 
that look as ſome Saints in this world, have had a prelibation 
or foretaſte of heaven, which the Scripture calls the earneſt of 
the Spirit , fo this is a precurſor of hell, a ſign of wrath at 


the Revelation, that hell follows it. If a man abide not in me | 
( faith Chriſt, John 15.6.) be is caſt forth as a branch and 
withered; which is the very ſtate of thefe barren, curſed 
fouls, And what follows? Why, faith he, men gather them 
and caſt them into the tire, and they are burned. Lo this 
is the vengeance which the Goſpel execates upon this barren 


ground. 


REFLECTIONS | 
Well then , bleſſed be God that made me feel the ſaving | 
power of the Goſpel, - O, let God be exalted for ever: for 
this: mercy ! that how defective foever I am in common 
gifts, though I have a dull underſtanding, a leaking memory, 


not be a more dreadful Charadter of a pzrſon marked out for 


the door. We may (ay of it, as *tis ſaid of the pale hor'e in }. 


Fu 
The fincere- 


ſouls refleRi» 
n; 


a ſtammering tongue 3 yet I have felt, and do feel the power 
of the Goſpel upon my heart. I bleſs thee ( my. God.) that 
| although I labour under many ſpiritual: infirmitics, -yet I.am 
not fick of this incurable diſeaſe. TI have given thee indeed | 
juſt cauſeto inflit ahd execute this dreadful curſe apon me-f 
alſo, but thou haſt not only dealt with me after my deſerts's | 


2 


4 


but according to the riches of thy mercy. - Some little fri: E |; 
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| bring forth, and what it is, is by vertue of my union with 
1 Jeſus Chriſt, Rom, 7. 4. And this hath more in it as to my 
| comfor:, than all the glittering gifts and ſplendid performan- 
{ CES of the moſt glorious hypocrite can yield to him. IfI 
might have my choice ( ſaith one.) I would chuſc and prefer 
| the moſt deſpicable and fordid work of a ruſtick Chriſtian, be- 
fore all the viRtories of Alexander and triumphs of Ceſar; 
Bleſſed therefore be the Lord who hath abounded unto me, in all 
ſpiritgal bleſſings, in beavenly things in Chriſt Jeſus. 

I cannot remember a Sermon as another can, but bleſſed 
be God that Lain able to ſavor it, and feel it 3 that I have an 
heart to love, and a will to obey, all that God diſcovers to 
be my duty. : | 

O, then, how litle cauſe have I to make my boaſt of Or- 
dinances, and glory in my external priviledges, who never 
bear ſpiritual fruit under them ? If I well contider my condi- 
tion, there is matter of trembling, and not of glorying in theſe 
things. It may be, while I have been glorying in them, and 
lifting up-my ſecure heart upoh them, the Lord hath been ſe- 
cretly blaſting my ſoul under them, and inſenfibly executing 
this horrible curſe by them. Shall I boaſt, that with Caper- 
naum, I am lifted up to heaven, fince 1 may with her at laſt 
be cat down to hell ?- and if fo, Lord, what hell will my 
hell be?it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrab than 
for me. It drew tears from the eyes of Chriſt, when he was 
looking upon Jeruſalem, under thefame conſideration that 
I doubt I have cauſe to look upon my own ſoul, Luke 19441. 
He wept over it, ſaying, if thon hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt 
in this thy day, Yhe things which belong to thy peace, but now 


| they aye bid from thine eyes. So long Fhave been a hearer;' a 


profeſſor of the Goſpe), ſo many Lhave injoyed its di- 


| empty things to me ? hath not the ſpirit of formality acted 


| 


'me-in them ?: have not ſelf ends, and worldly reſpects lain at-| 
[the bottom of my beſt duties? Have not-my diſcourſes in*|. 

communion' with the Saints been Trade words, ſpeaking!| : 
| what Lhave'leariit;/but not felt ? ſad is my conditionnows*|: | 
but-it would bedeſperate and irrecoverable, fhouldfi Sn__ i: 


—_ 


Ringuithing Ordinances, but have they not been all dry and | 


—_ 
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And what may I think of my condition ? Lord, Tacknow-/' 5, 
ledge my unprofitablenefs under the means hath beer fhame-/, The leis fruit- 
ful; and this hath made my condition doubtful. 1 hizye often fv Chriſtians 
trembled for fear, leſt my root had been blaſted by ſuch a: NECEST.ON, | 
curſe 3 butif fo , whence is this trembling ? Whence theſe 
fears and ſorrows about it ? doth ſuch fruit grow in that ſoyl, 
which thou haſt curſed ? Iam told but now, that on whom IN. 
this judgment falls , to them thou giveſt an heart that cannot 'Romane leges 
repent. Lord, I bleſs thee for theſe evidences of fre&om P#:4" preznaxe} 
from the curſe 3 for the fruits of fear, ſorrow, ' and holy = —_ | 
jcalouſic. The Laws of men ſpare for the frujts fake, and wilt . 
not thou fpare me alfo tiy God, if 'there be found in me a]. 
bleſſing in the bud, Ia. -65. 8. © Ts 

To.conclude, what a'ſerious Refieaion ſhould this occaſi- 
on in every diſpenſerof the Goſpel? how ſhould he ſay when ':;, Fa 4 + 
he goes to preach the Goſpe), I am now going to preach that preaches Re- 
word, which is-to be @ ſavour of life or death to- theſe ſouls , ' flec ton. , | 
upon how many. of my poor hearers may the curſe of perpe- |, 1: || 
tual barrenne(s be'exccuted this day ! O'how ſhould "ſuch a | : | F 
thought melt his heart'into compaſſion over them, and make | 2y- 
him beg hard, and plead earneſily with God for a better iſſue 
of the Goſpel than this upon them ? y ITS 


The Pome” tf 4 


Y ON that beſides your pleaſant fruitful fields, | 
Have ufclefs bogs, and rocky ground that yields , | 
You no advantage, nor doth quit your coft, 
But all your pains and charges on them's loſt, 
Hearken to me, Ile teach you how to get 
More profit by them, than if they were ſet f. YN 
At higher Rents than what your Tenants pay | -/ 15" 

| For your moſt fertile Lands 3 and here's the way, | iS 

Think.when you view them, why the Lord hath choſe 
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{2) 2 Tim. 3s 
13s 

(3) Keb. 6, 8. 
(4, Mar. > 4 L 
| *5) 2 Sam. 23. 
&. 

(6 Canr. 2.12. 
(7 )Plal.6 5.13. 
8) Ezck. 47. 

It. 

(9) Job 8.11 
(1)Deut.22.2. 
(2) Ua. 5. 6. 

3) 2 Cor.2.16 


| (4) Plal.g2-13 
(s) Ifa. 6.9,10. 


(7 Has F. 24+ 
79 Iſa. 6. 10. 


(10) Luke 8, 


14. 
Jer. 17+ 5, 6+ 


| 


(6)Mar. 31.20] 


 Husbanary ſpiritualizgd ;\ Or, « i | 
That under Goſpel-grace grow worſe and+(2) worſe; ; 
For means are fruitlefs; where the'Lord doth(; )cutſe. 
Sweet ſhowers deſcend, the Sun his beams refle&ts 
On both (4) alike but not with like effecs. 
Obſerve, and ſee how after the ſweet ſhowers 
The graſs and corn (5) revive; the fragrant (6) flowers 
Shoot forth their beauteous head*, the valleys (7) ling, 
All freſh, and green as in the verdant ſpring. 
But rocks are barren ſiill, and (8) bogs are ſo; 
Where naught but flags, (9) and worthleſs ruſhes grow, 
Upon this mariſh ground there lies this cure, 
The more rain falls; by ſo much more the worſe. 
Even ſo the (1) dews of grace that ſweetly fall, 
From Goſpel (2) clouds, are not (3) alike to all. 
The gracious ſoul doth (4) germinate and bud, 
But to the Keprobate it doth (5) no good. 
Be's ke the withered (6) fig-tree void of fruit 
A fearful curſe hath ſmote his-yery (7) root. 
The heart's made fat, the (9) eyes with blindneſs ſeal'd5 
The piercing truths the Goſpel ere reveal'd, 
| Shall be to him but as the Sun and Rain 
Are to obdurate rocks: (10) fruitleſs and vain. 
Be this your meditation when you walk 
By rocks, and fenny grounds, thus learn to talk 
With your own ſouls : and let it make you fear 
Left that's your. caſe that is deſcribed here. 
This is the belt improvement you can make 
Of ſuch bad ground : good ſoul, I pray thee take 
Some pains about them 3 though they barren be, 
Thou ſeeſt how they-may yield ſweet fruits to thee.. 
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CHAP. VII. 


The Plowman guides his Plow with care and hall, 
So doth the Spirit, in jound convidion ſtill. 


PEE" "0 


OBSERVATION. 


[* requires not only ſtrength , but much. skill and judg- 

ment,to manage and guide the plow. The Hebrew word 
which we tranſlate to plow, fignitics to be intent, as an Ar- 
| tificer is about ſome curious piece of work. . The plow mult 
neither. go too ſhallow nor too deep in the earth it muſt 
not indent the ground by making crooked furows , nor leap 
-and make baulxs in good ground 3 but be guided as to a juſt 
depth of carth, ſo to caſt the furrow in a ſireight line , that 
the floor or ſurface of the held may be made plain, As it is 
Iſa. 28.25. And hence that expreſſion, Luke 9. 62. He that 


dom of Heaven. The meaning is, that as he that-plows, muſt 
have his eyes always forward, to guide and dire& his hand 
in caſting the furrows firaight and even 3(for his hand will be 
quickly out when his eye is off. ) So he that heartily reſolves 


buſineſs of Religion, and not have his mind intangled with 
the things of this world, which he hath left behind him 
whereby it appears, that the right management of the plow; 
requires as much $kill as ſtrength. ; 


APPLICATION. 


| # {THis obſervation in nature, ſerves excellently to ſha- 
ÞF | A dow forth this propofition in Divinity. That the work 
F- | of the Spirit in convincing and humbling the heart ofa. fin- | 
F-{-ner, is a work wherein much of the wiſdom, as well as power 
1+ [of God is diſcovered. The work of xepentance and laying) 3, | 
7 © _ | : contri-. +464 $510 
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puts bis band to the plow, and looky back, is nos fit for the King- | 


for heaven, muſt addict himſelf wholly and intently to the; 
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'Gloſus Khet. | contrition, is ſet forth in Scripture by this Metaphor of |- 
(Tara, p. 300 | plowing, Fer. 4-3. Hoſe 10.12. Plow up your fallow ground 
l (gaylon Joh | that is, be convinced, humbled, and broken hearted for fin. 
F . [Chap. 4; v. 8. | And the reſemblance betwixe both thele works appears in 
*7 B the following particulars. | | 
(1. ) *”Tisa hard and difficult work to plow, *tis reckoned 
one of the painfulleſt manual labours. It is alſo a very hard 
| thing to convince and humble'the heart of a ſecure, ſtout , 
' and proud ſinner, tndurate in wickednefe: What Lnther faith 
of a dejeted ſoul , That it is as eafie to raiſe the dead as to 
comfort ſuch a one. The ſame T' may fay of the ſecure,confident 
; ſinner. ? Tis as eafte torend the Rocks as to work ſaving con- 
trition-upon ſuch a heart. Citizs ex pumice aquams all the 
melting language and carneſt intreatics of the Goſpel, cannot 
urge ſuch a heart to ſhed a tear: Therefore its called a heart of 
ſtone, Ezek; 36.26, AftirmRock, Amos 6. 12. Shall boyſes 
Fun upon the Kock ? will one plow there with Oxen ? yet when 
| the Lord comes in the 'power of his ſpirit, theſe rocks do | 
'rend and yield to the power of the word. 
;  {2: ) :Theplow pierces deep into the boſom of the earth, 
.i makes ( as it were )) a deep-gaſh-or wound in the heart of it. 
| ; So doth the Spirit upon the hearts of Sinners, he pierces their 
© HEM | very fouls by conviction, Ar 2.37. When they heard this 
Karyn they were pricked (ogpierced point blank) to the heart. Then 
punitim cea> | the word divides the Soul and Spirit , Heb. 4.12. It comes 
__ #'*-", upon, the conſcience with pinching dilemma's, and tilts the | 
| . {word of conviction ſo deep into their ſouls, that there is no 
ſtenching the bloodzno healing this wound, till Chriſt himſelf 
come and undertake the cure. © Heret lateri lethalis arunds ; 
this barbed arrow cannot be palled out of their hearts by any | - 
but the hand that thot it in. Diſcourſe with ſuch a foul a- 
bout his troubles, and he will tell you, that all the ſorrows | 'Þ 
that ever be had in this world, loſs of cftate, health, chil- | #: 
dren,- or what ever elſe, are but flea-bites to this; this ſwal- |" | 
fows up alt other troubles. See how that Chriftian Nzobe , | 3 
Luke 7.38. is diſſolved into tears. Now deep calleth unto deep | 
MD \"at the noiſt of his water ſpouts, when the waves &-billows of God |-F\ilp 
\ ONT Fe the ſoul. Spiritual ſorrows are deep waters, in on__ = - 
> J-z. 2 ow | £ thei: j 
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+ [continuous body is rent 3 thoſe parts are ſeparated which 
 [faxmerly cleaved together. Sin'and the ſoul were glewed faft 
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| jin ſunder the heart» and its moſt beloved luſts, Foel 2. 13. 


| | your garments for the ſenſe is comparative, though the ex- 


- Jas ſoon part with their lives as with their /»fts 3 but now 
*|when the heart is rent for them truly, It. is alſo refit: from 
[the Lord plows up the heart of a ſinner by:convidtion, then 


Þ {hide his ſhame, but the word follows him through all his fin- 
F {full ſhifts, and brings him at lac to be his own, both accuſer, 
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the flouteſt and moſt magnamimous foul would fink and 


| drown, did not Feſws Chrift by a ſecret and ſupporting hand, | 


hold it up by the chin. / | 

( 3) The plow rends the earth in parts and pieces, which 
before was united, and makes thoſe parts hang looſe, which 
formerly lay cloſe. ' Thus doth the ſpirit of convidtion read 


Rent your bearts and not your garments; that is, rather then 


preſfion benegative. And this rending implyes, not only acute 
pain 3 fleſh cannot be rent aſunder without anguiſh, nor yet | 
only force and violence the heart is a'{ttrbborn and knotty 
piece, and will not cahily yield;but it alſo implies a diſ-union | 


of parts united: As when a garment, or the earth, orany | 


| 


together before, there was no parting of them, they would 


them everlaſtingly, Ezek;- 7. 15. to 19; C 
( 4 ) The plow turns up, and diſcovers ſuch things as lay | 
hid in the boſom of the earth: before , and were covered un- 
der a fair green ſurface, from the eyes 'of men. "Thus when | 


the ſecrets of his heart are made manifeſt, 2': Cor. 14.24, 25; | 
the moſt ſecret and ſhameful fins will then ont 3 for the word | 
of God is quick and powerful, ſharper than any two edged ſword); 
piercing even to the dividing of the ſoul and ſpirit, the joynts 
and marrow, and is a quick diſcerner of the thoughts and ſecret. 


wardly, ſo that ahe ſoul hath no reſt till confeſſion'give-a vent 
to trouble. Fain would the (ſhuffling ſinner 'coneecal- and 
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I.” {.5) The work'of the Plow is but opus ordinabile : -4/þ 
Parative work in order to/fruit. - - Should .the Husband 
A\plow his ground never {© often, yet if the ſeed benot'h 
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intents of the heart, Heb. 4.12. It makes'the fire burn"in« |. 
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Hasbandry. ſpirituslized ; Or, | 
: ar quickned, in vain is the Harveſt expected. Thus con-. 
viction alfo is but a preparative to a farther work upon the 
ſoul of a ſinner; If it ſtick there, and go no farther, it proves 
but an abortive or untimely birth. Many have gone thus far, 
and there they have ſtuck 3 they have been like a field plow- 
ed, but not ſowed , which is a matter of trembling conſide- 
ration 3 for hereby their fin is greatly aggravated, and their 
eternal miſery ſo much the more increaſed, O when a poor | 
damned ercature ſhall with horror refle& upon himſclt- in | 
hell, how near was I once under. ſuch'a Sermon, to conver- 
lion ? My ins were ſet in order before me, my conſcience a- | 
wakened and terrified with the. guilt of themz many pur- | 
| poles and reſolves I had then to turn to God, which had they 
been perfeacd by anſwerable executions, .Þ had neve come 
to this. place of torment 3, but there I ſtuck, and that was my 
eternal undoing. Many fouls have IL known. fo terrified with 
the guilt of lin, that they have come roaring under horrors 
'of conſcience to the Preacher 3 ſo that one would think fuch 
a.breach had been made between them and (in,as could never | 
|be reconciled 3 and yet as angry as they were in. that fit with. 
* fin; they have hug'd and imbraced them again. [F 
( 6. ) *Tis beſt plowing when the earth is prepared and{ 
' mollihed by the ſhowers of. rain, then the work goes on} | 
| {weetly and eaſy. And never doth the heart ſo kindly melt, | 
as when the Goſpel Clouds diffolve, and the free grace and }- 
love of Jeſus Cbriſt comes ſweetly ſhowring down upon it 3 
then it relents and mourns ingenuouſly, Ezeck, 16. 63. That} 
| thou. mayeſt remember.and be confounded, and never open thy 
mouth aay more becauſe of thy ſhame, wben I am pacifiedtowar 
thee for all that. thow haſt done. So it was with that poor pe+ ||} 
nitent, Zxke 7. 3,8. When the Lord: Jcfus- had diſcovered to] |} 
her the (uper-aboundiag riches of his grace, in the pardon of | 
hex manifold abominations z,her heart melted within her,ſhe} 
| waſhed the' feet of Chriſk with tears. And.indeed there. is} 
as much difference betwixt the tears which. are. forced by the} 
terzqrs of. the Laws, and-thoſe which are extracted, by theþ$- 
grace of 'the; Goſpel, as there is betwins thoſe: of a candemr 
ned;malctactor, who weeys to conſider. the miſery. he is, unebÞ- 
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. [any fin, the ſparing of one fin is a ſure argument thou art 
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ye of earthly things. | 


der, and thoſe of a pardoned malefator, that receives his 
pardon at the foot of the ladder, and is melted by the mercy 
and clemency of his gracious Prince towards him. 

The Plow kills thoſe rank weeds that grow in the field, 


{faving convidtion kill fin at the root, makes the ſoul ſick of 
it, begets indignation in the heart againſt it, 2 Cor. 7. 11, 
The word there ſignifies the rifing of the ſtomach, and 
being angry even unto ſickneſs 3 Religious wrath is the fier- 
ceſt. wrath, now the ſoul cannot endure fin, trembles at it. 7 
find a woman more bitter than death ( ſaith penitent Solomon ) 
Eccl. 7.26. Convittion like a ſurfeit, make the ſoul to loath 
what it formerly loved and dclighted in. 

($) That field is not wellplowed, where the plow jumps 
jand skips over good ground, and makes baulks, It muſt tarn 
up the whole field alike 3 and that heart is not favingly con- 
victed where any luſt is ſparcd and left untouched. Saving 
Conviction extends it ſelt to all fins, not only to fin in gene- 
ral, with this cold confeſfion, Tam a finner : but to the parti- 
culars of fin, yea, to the particular circumſtances and aggra- 


I done to the tin of natere, as well as. prafiice, behold 1 was 
ſhapen in iniquity, Pſal. 51.5. There muſt be no baulking of 


not truly humbled for any fin. So far is the convinced foul 


over that more than over any other actual ſin, 


clung together, 'by deep rooted thorns and brambles, which 
render it difficult to the Plowman. This old ground is like 
an old finner that hath lain a long time hardning under the 
means of grace. O the difficulty of convincing fuch a per- 
fon ! Sin hath got ſuch -a rooting in his heart, he is ſo habi- 


#- | tuated to the reproofs and calls of the word, that few ſackare | 
- [wrought upon. How many young perſons are called;toone | 
> | obdurate, inveterate ſinner * 
-| home ſuch a ſoul at the eleventh hour 3but I may fay of 


I do not ſay but God' may call 
g = 
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turns them up by the roots, buries and rots them. So doth | 


from a ſtudious concealment of a beloved fin, that it weeps | 


C9) New ground is much more eafily plowed than that | 
*| which by long lyipgout of tillage, is more copſolidated 'and 


theſe | 
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compared w with others, as Solomon ſpeaks, Eeeleſ. 7. 28. Oxe 
man among a thouſand have 1 found, &c., Few that have long 
reſiſted the Goſpel, that come afterwards to feel the ſaving 
efficacy thereof. 


REFLECTION S. 


Grace, for ever to be admired ! that God ſhould ſend 
forth his Word and Spirit to plow up my hard and fio- 
ny heart ! yea, mine, when he hath left ſo many of more ten- 
der, ingenious, ſweet, and melting tempers without any cul- 
ture or means of grace. O blefled Goſpel! heart difſolving 
voice! I have felt thine efhcacy, I have experienced thy 
divine and irrefiſtible power thou art indeed ſharper than 
any two edged ſword, and woundeft to the heart; but thy 
wounds are the wounds of a friend. All the wounds thou haſt 
made in my ſoul, were fo many doors opened to let in Chriſt , 
all the blows thou eaveſt. my: Conſcience, were but to beat 
off my ſoul from tin, which I embraced and had. retained to 
my everlaſting ruine, had(t thou not ſeparated them and me. 
O wiſe and merciful Phyſician, thou didſi indeed bind me 
with cords of conviction and ſorrow 3. but it was only to cut 
out that ſtone in my heart, which had killed me if it had con- 
tinued there. O, how did 1 ſtruggle and oppoſe thee, as if 
thou hadſt come with the ſword of an enemy, rather than the 
lance and probe of a skilful and tender hearted Phyſician ? 
Bleſſed be the day wherein my {ins were diſcovered and im- 
bittered ! O happy ſorrows which prepared for ſuch match- 
leſs joys! O blcfſed hand which turned my. ſalt waters into 
pleaſant wine ! and after many pangs and ſorrows of ſoul 
did(i bring forth the mand-child of deliverance and peace. |. 
But Q, whata Rock of Adamant is this heart of mine 


that never yet was wounded and favihigly pierced for tin by 
the, terrors of the Law, or melting voice of the Goſpel ! 
long have I fate under the word, but when did-I feel a rc- 
 lenting pang ? O my ſoul! my ' ſtupificd ſoul? thou haſt got 
an Antidote againſt repentance , but haſt thou any againſt 
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hell? thou canſt keep out the ſenſe of ſin now, but art thou.| : J | 


| The beaventy wſeof earthly things... EL - | 


able to keep off the terrors of the Lord hereafter ? If thou 
could(t turn a deaf ear to the ſentence of Chriſt in the day of 
judgment, as eaſily as thou doſt to the intreaties of Chriſt 
in the day of grace, it were ſomewhat 3+ but ſurely there is "s 4 
no defence againſt that. Ah, fool that Iam to quench theſe Pl 
convictions, unleſs 1 knew how to quench thoſe flames they | \ "7 
warn me of. => 7-8 
And may not I challenge the firſt place among all the | © [ 
mourners in the world, who have loſt all thoſe convictions AS : 1 
which at ſeveral times came upon me under the word ? 1: Pa eras, 
have been often awakened by it , and filled with texrors and | fe&ion, 
tremblings under it but thoſe troubles have ſoon worn off | 
again, and my heart ( like water removed from the fire) re- 
turn'd to its native coldneſs. Lord what a diſmal caſe am I 
in? Manytzonvictions have I choaked and ſtrangled, which 
it may be ſhall never more be revived, untill thou revive them 
againſt me in judgment. , have I been in pangs, and brought | 
» | forth nothing but wind 3 my troubles have wrought no deli- | 
© [verance, neither have my lutts fallen befoge them, my con- 
| ſcience indeed hath been ſometimes lick with fin, yea, ſo lick 
as to vomit them up by an.external partiatreformation: but 
then - with the dog have I returned again tq,wy vomit, ard 
[now I doubt am given oveyto an heart that; cannot” repent. 
Oh that thoſe travelling papgs could be quigkned again ! but 
alas! they are ceaſed. I am like a priſonerieſcaped; and a- 
gain recovered, whom the Jaylor loads with double Irons. 
Surely, O my Saul ! If the ſpiritual croubles return not again, 
they are but gone back, to bring eternal troubles. It is with 
thee, O tny ſoul! as with a man whoſe bones have been bro- 
|ken and” not well ſet; who muſt ( how terrible ſoever it 
[appear te bim)' endure the pain of breaking and ſetting them 
[again, if ever he be made a ſound man. O. that I might ra- 
ther chuſe to be the ObjeQ of thy wounding mercy, than of”: ' 
thy ſparing cruelty ! if thou plow not up my heart again by 
compunction, I know it mult be rent in pieces at laſt by. de- , < 
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(4) Mar. 13+38| 
(5) AQs 2-37| 
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(7) 2 Cort 3-56! 


(8) Phil. x. 6. 
(1) ſoh. 16.8. 
(2)1Theſ.2.19 
(3)Luke 15-11 
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The Poem, 


T——_ (1) skillin plowing, that the Plowman knows 
For it too (2) ſhallow, or to deep he goes 3 

The ſeed is cither buried, or cl{e may 

To (3) Rooks and Daws become an caſie prey. 

This as a lively emblem, fitly may 

Deſcribe the bleſſed ſpirits work and way: 

Whoſe work on ſouls, with this doth ſymbolize 3 

Betwixt them both, thus the reſembiance lyes. 

Souls are the (4) ſoy], conviction is the (5) plow. 

Gods workmen (6) draw, the ſpirit ſhews ther how. 

He guides the work, and in ground, doth (7) bleſs 

His workmens pains, with {wect and fair ſucceſs, 

The heart prepar'd, he ſcatters in the ſeed | | 

' Which in it's ſeaſon ſprings, no fow! nor weed ) F- 

Shall pick it up, -or choak this ſpringing corn 3 "ſl + 

Till it be (8) houſed in the heavenly barn, ' D 

When thus (1) the ſpirit plows up the fallow ground, +. 

When with faeh fruits, his ſervarits work is (2) crown'd3 

Let all the (3) * friends of Chriſt, and ſoul fay now 3 

As they paſs by theſe fields &4* Godfpeed the Plow. 
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{6) 1 Theſ.r, | Alaſs!. their hearts were _(6) touched, butnot with power. 


(1) m—__ Thychoiceſt bleffing. Though I (1) weep and mourn _ 1: [ 
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Sometimes this Plow (5) thin, ſhelfy ground doth turn. 
Thact little ſeed which ſprings, che Sun-bhearns burn. 
The reſi uncovered lyes, which fowls deyour, 


-The (7) cares and pleaſures of this world have drown'd |. ; 
The ſced, before it peep'd above the ground,” ' [| 
-Some ſprings indeed, the ($) fcripture faith that ſome 
Do-taſte the powers of the world to come. : | 
Theſe (9) Embryo*s never come to timely birth, 
Becauſe the ſeed that's ſown wants depth of carth» 
Turp up, O'Ged, the bottom of my heartz © 145 
And to the ſeed that's ſown, do thou impart 1 


to this wet feed-time 3 if I may xeturn 
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|: +linefs-in his nature, but.now. they mult be infuſed. bya 


+ 
B46 LT» - 
51 TE. 4 
EARS 


[their excellency above other principles in | 
|. * Theearth at rſt naturally brought forth Corn, and every. | 


With ſheavesof joy 3 theſe fully will reward 
My pains, and forrows, be they ne'*re ſo hard. 
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CHEAP VI :: 
The Choiceſt wheat is ſtill reſerv'd for ſeed! 


But gracious principles are Choice indeed. , 


= 


OBSERVATION. 


| Usbandmen are very careful and curions abont their 

Seed-Corn, that it may not only be clean and pare, but 
the beſt and moſt excellent in its kind, 17a. 28.25. He cafteth 
in the principal Wheat. If any be more*falt and weighty 


' than other, that'is reſerved for ſeed. *Fi#ufual with Hus- 


'bandmen to pick and leaſetheir Seed-Corn by hand that chey 
|may ſeparate the Cockle and Darnel, and all the lighter and 
'hollow grains from-it, wherein they manifeſt their diſcreti- 


the fruit and produRion is like to be. 
APPLICATION. 


| T Bn choice and Principal Seed>-corn with which the fields 
| ©) are ſowed, after they are preparcd for it, doth admi- 


{xably ſhadow forth thoſe excellent principles of Grace infu- 


|both ſeed, is obvious in the ten following particulars, and 
VEN MOTEC. 


\Seed yielding fruit, without humane induſtry 3 bu ſince the 
curfe came upon.it;. it mult beplowed arid ſowed,, or no fruit 
;can'be-expe&ted. So man at firlt had all the principles of -ho- 
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on, for according to the vigour and goodneſs of the ſeed, | 


{ſed into the regenerate.foul. Their agreement, as they are | 
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ration, or elſe his nature is as void of: holineſs as the barren 
and untilled defart of Corn. IO | 
The earlier the Seed is ſown, the better it is rooted and 
enabled to endure the aſperities of the winter z ſo when 
grace is early infuſed, when nature is fanihed in the bud, | - 
| grace is thereby exceedingly advantaged. . *Twas Timothies | 
| tingular advantage , that he knew the Scriptures of a 
' Child. 
| Froſts and ſnows conduce very much to the well rooting 
| of the ſeed,” and makes it ſpread and take root much the bet- 
ter. Sv do Sandtihed afflitions , which uſually the” ptople 
of God inect with after their calling, and often in their very 
Seed-time, 1 Theſ. 1. 6, And you became followers of us and |. 
of the Lord, having received the word in much afflidion. But if | | 
they have fair weather then, to be ſuro they ſhall meet with | 
weather hard enough'afterwards, . Heb.-10, 32. Brut call tore- | 
membrance the former days, in which after ye were illuminated,|. 
ye indured a great fight of affiidions. * 
When the See.” is caſt into the earth , it muſt be covered | i 
up by the Harrow 3 the uſe whereof in' Husbandry, is not | 
not only to lay a plain floor (as they ſpeak) but to open and | 
let in the Corn to the boſome of the earth, aud there cover it | *W- 
up for its ſecurity, from birds that would devour it. - Thus | WW 
doth the moſt wiſe God provide'for the ſecurity of that grace, || 'W-/ 
which he had firſt defſeminated in the hearts of his people, | 
He is as well the finither as the author of their grcac, Heb. 12, | i. 
2. And of this they may be confident, that he that hath be- | FF" 
gun a good work in them,. will perform. it unto the day of | 
| Chriſt. The caxe of God over the graces of his people," is | + 
like the covering of the ſeed for ſecutity... -, ka 
Seed-Corn is in its own nature; of much mote value and |: 
worth than other Corn 3 the Husbandinan caſts in the prin-| # 
cipal wheat. . So are the ſecds of grace ſown in the renewed| F_ 
ſoul; for it's called, The ſeed of God, 1 Fobn 3. g. The Di-|'Þ 
vine Hature,. 2 Pet. 1. 4- One dram of grace is far beyound 8 D 


all the glory of this world 3 it's more precious 'than gold}j 
| which-periſhes,” 1 Pe#. 1.7. The price of it is above rubies,and|. |; 8 
all that thou cant defire is not to be compared with it, Prov. 3.15, 
jo a5 in oe > AS: Dont * There © 


CE ES netten. IG X 4 £ : 
» + v© 645 1 __ = — 


ſte Ang : G:ianaial 
* Pa . > - x 4—_- 5-042 I at. fc 4 » 
» < 


4 o 
. 0 / 
pb 8 I IF IOE VER, L k 
Fa 4 Tr 
. 


Mn Vs 4 % 
| ins © " : 
x ROE ee « 
"OE" RP 2.57 : *- » ; 
— TS = "Fs 2 4 £ 
* + < "35 V 


L by 57 

L's 2 4 
? 2 L F 

_—_ < 

+I fc 
{ mw 
' - MR; 
5 


, " We 
Le "WE od £2, , 
7. CRESTS FF - 
. 4% $8 « . 4: th w 
7 5-4 bd 
; 
4 4 . 
E . F 
[2 A _ 
g p 
\v F 


'- | the next Chapter. 


'|yet that is not ſo much from their own ſtrength , as from the 


_ Es 


| Thereisa great deal of ſpiric any 
though ir be ſmall in bulk; yet it i&5g#eac i 


Such is their efficacy that they, overcome the world, 1 Fobn 
5. 4+ Whatever is born of God, *overcometh the world. They 
| totally alter and changethe perfon in whom they are. He that 
perſecuted us in times paſt, now preacheth the Faith which oxce 
be deſtroyed.” They enable the ſoul to do and fuffer great things 
for God, Heb. 11.33, 34, 35- 


grain of Corn. © So are all the fruits of obedience whith be- 
lievers afterwards bring forth to God, vertually contained in 
thoſe habits of ſeeds of Grace. *Tis ftrange to confider,that 
from a muſtard-ſeed C which as Chriſt faith is the leaſt of all 
ſeeds ) ſhould grow ſuch great branches, - that the birds of the 
Air may build their neſts in them. Surely the heroical and 
famous as and atchievements of the moſt renowned believers 
ſprang from ſmall beginnings at firſt, 'tothat eminency and 


FY 


rain, by which they are quickged, as is opened largely-in' 
And the principles of grace in us have as 
neceſſary a dependance upon the aſlifting and i race 
without us. . For though it be true, they are immortal ſeeds; 


[promiſes made to them, and that confiant influx from 
above, by which they arc revived and preſerved from time 
to time. | E | 


« "Gracious habits are alſo vigorous and efficacious —_ 


The ftalk and ear are potentially and virtually in a ſmall | 


glory: | bs , ED Ea 14 
e fruitfulneſs of the ſeed depends upon the Sun and 


and grow faſter in ſome perſons than'in} 
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| tionably and cqually,as.may, be. / So is grace diffus'd inta all 


— 


wbolly, . 1 The. 5.23» | 
And thus.you ſce, . why.principles of grace are called Sced. 


and mainly deligned-in-this Chapter) to ſhew you the choice- 


ified fouls are embelliſht and adorned, and-toconvince you 


the faculties, judgment, will,.andall the affeQions arc ſowed:| 
with: theſe new principles, The God of Peace ſaniiifie you. | 


Now. in the next place, ( which is the ſecond thing promiſed.:| 
neſs and excellency: of theſe holy principles with which ſan-| 


that true grace excels all other principles , by which other 
perſons-are ated, evenas-the principal wheat doth the chaff 


— 


grace, and the moſt ſplendid common gifts in the world, and 
its tranſcendent excellency above them all will evidently ap»: 
pear in the ſeven following particulars. 

The moſt excellent common gifts come. out of the com- 
'mon treaſury of Gods bounty, and that in a natural. way,, 
they are. but the improvement of a'mans natural, abilities or 
( as one calls them ) the ſparks of nature blown up by. the 


NN — —— — 


by the Spirit from on high, Fob. 


When a ſoul is ſanGifed-by them, ;be partakes of the divine. 
natuye,. 2 Pet. 1.4. is born.not of fleſhy nor of blood, nor of the. 
will of man, but of God, Joh. 1.13. In this reſpeR they differ 
from gifts, as the heavevly Mannah which was rained down. 


and induſtry the carth-produces in a natural way: 

The- beſt natural. gifts afford- not that ſweetneſs and. ſolid 
comfort to the ſoul that grace doth; they- are but a dry ſtalk 
that affords no meat for a: ſoul to feed on, A man may have 


at the ſame time 3 but grace is a. fountain, of. pureſt living 


| the rightegw, and joy for tbe upright in 


n_ 
: m—— . 


and refuſe ſtuff. I-ſhall here inſtitute acompariſon betwixt'| 


Wind.of amore benign and liberal education. 3 but principles | 
of grace are of a divine and heavenly original and extraQion.| 
not educed or raiſed from nature, but ſupernaturally infuſed | 
3.6. That wbich is born of | 
the fleſh is fleſh, and that which is born of the ſpirit. is ſpirit, 


from heaven, differs from common. bread, which by pains | 


an underijanding full of light; and-an heart void.of comfort | _ | 


art All trucpleaſures f F 7 
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ſtreams of peace and comfort, 1 Pet. x. 8, Believing we re*.|; Þ. 
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| as the Apoſtle calls them, Heb. 6. Things 'that accompany 


| contracts and winds up apace ? For ow is our ſalvation near- 


them as altcatly ſaved, Rom. $.'24. We are ſaved by hope , 


it in heavenly. places. | 
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& | Cor. 8.1. maketh the ſoul proad and flatulett» *Tisa hard! 
 & [thing coknow much, and not'to know it 00 much;The'Saints 
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and detights are 'ſeminally 'in grace,  Pſal. 97; 11. they are 
| fown for them in theſe divine.and heavenly graces , which 
are glory in the bud. 3tt Þ 
Gifts adorn the perſon, but do not ferure the ſoul from 
wrath. A man may be admired for them among men, -and 
| rejected eternally by God. Who can confideratdy'read:that 
ſixth Chapter of the 'Hebrews, andnot trembſe to think in 
what a forlorn caſe a fou} may be, though ſet off and accom: | 
pliſht with rhe rareſt endowments of this kind, Mat. 7. 22. 
We read, that many ſhall fay to Chrift in that day, Lord, 
Lord, bave we nnt prophefied in thy name, and in thy name 
caſt out Devils, tc. and yet themſelves at laft caſtrourt as a 
prey to Devils. How divinely and rhetorically did a-Balaam 
fpeak and propheſic, Num. 23. What rare and exceltent 
parts had the Scribes and Phariſees ? who upon that account 
were tiled principes ſeculi, the Princes of the World, 1 Cor, 
2.8. 'What profound and excellent parts had the Heathen 
Sages and Philoſophers? Theſe things are ſo far from ſccurin 
the foul againft the wrath'to come, that they gften expole 
it unto wrath, and areas oyl to encreaſe the eternal burns | 
ings, but now gracious principles are the x i26uere ' ownielers, 


and have falvation im them. Theſe are the-things on which 
the promiſes of ſalvation run 3 and thefe treafures are ne- 
ver found but in ele veſſels. Glory'is by promiſe -affured 
and made over to him that poſſeſfes them. There is but a| 
bove. And-how inconfiderablea matter isa little time, which 
er than when we believed. And hencethe ſcriptare ſpeaks of 


becauſe its as fare as if we were in heaven. We are made to 


little point of time, betwixt him-and the glorified fpirits a- |. 


-- Gifts may damnitie gags that poſſeſſes them 3 and it | 
ray be 'betterin reſpe& ot a mans own condition he had: ne- 
ver had them. Knowledge (ſaith the Apoltle ) Pufferb'#p, 
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| as for his Child that ſucks her. God indeed makes -uſe of 
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knowledge is better than the Scholar 3 for he hath his own 


is better than much of earthly things, though certain. The 
world by wiſdom knew not God (faith the Apoſile, 1 Cor. 1,21) 
(i...) their learning hanged in their light, they were too 
wiſe to ſubmit to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel. The excel- 
leat parts of the old Hereticks, did but ſerve to midwife jn- 


Cupit abs te ornari diabolus, as Auſtin faid to that ingenious 
young Scholar ; the devil defires to be adorned by thee. 
But now grace in it ſelf is not ſubject to ſuch abuſes, it can- 
not be the proper ##ivocal cauſe of any evil effec : It cannot 
puff up the heart, but always humbles it 3 nor ſerve the de- 
vils deligns, but ever oppoſes them» 


out of love to himſelf, they are but an excellent diſh of 
meat which a man ſends toa nurſe, not for her ſake ſo much 


them to do his Children good, the Church is benefitted by 
them, though themſelves are but like Cooks, they prepare 
excellent dithes on which the Saints fecd, and are nouriſhed, 
though themſelves taſte them not. They are dona miniftrantia 
nou ſandificantia, miniſiring but not ſancifying gifts, pro- 


conſideration will this be one day to ſuch a perſon, to think, 
L helped ſuch a ſoul to heaven, while I my ſelf muſt lodge in 
hell ? 


the fame heart. A man may have the tongue of an Angel , 


out,; but hide their. vices. The learned Phariſees were but 
painted Sepulchres,z gifts are but as a fair glove drawn over 


1a foul hand. But now.grace is incompatible with fin in do- | 


heart inliead of a Commentary to help. him. Ariſtotle ſaid | 
a little knowledge about heavenly things, though conjectural | 


tothe world the monſirous birth of ſoul-damning herelies. | 


ceeding not from the good will of God to him that hath | 
them, but to thoſe he benefits by them. And oh, what a ſad | 


Sin in the raign and power of it, may cohabit with the. | 
moſt excellent natural gifts under the ſame roof, I: mean in | 


" Hushardry fpiritualized;, Or, | Þ] 


Gifts may be given a man for the ſake of others, and not-| 


| and the hearc of a Devil. The wiſdom of the Philoſophers. | 
(faith LaQantius) non excindit vitia ſed abſcondit did not root | 
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ſcience, Heb. 9.114, ' Crucifies the affections and lufts of the: 
fleth, Gal. 5. 24- is not content with the concealment, ' but 
| ruine of corruptions. 


ledge, that ſhall ceaſe. All fleſh is graſ# and the goodlineſs of it 


Laſtly, Gifts mult leave us at laſt. Whether there be know- | 


as the flower of the graſs the graſs withers, the- flower fadeth, 


times they leave a man. before death. One knock, if it hit 
right, ( as one faith ) may make a wiſe man a fool, but to be 
ſure, they all leave us at death, Doth not his excellency which 
is in him, go away? Job 4.21. yea, thenall natural excellen- 
cy departs. - Death ſtrips the ſoul of all thoſe ſplendid/orna- 
mens, then the rhetorical tongue is fixruck dumb3 - the nim- 
ble wit and curious fancy, ſhall entertain your ears with no 
more pleaſant diſcourſes. Nunquam jocos dabir, as Adrian 
ſaid to his departing ſoulz but grace aſcends with the ſoul 
intocternity, and there receives its perfeion and accom- 
| pliſhment. Gifts-take their leave of the ſoul, as Orpha did of 
Naomi ; but grace faith, then as Ruth, where thou goeſt 1 
will go, and where thou lodgeſt 1will lodge, and nothing ſhall 
ſeparate thee and me. Now put all this together and then judge 
| whether the Apoſtle ſpake hyperbolyes, when he ſaid, Cover: 

earneſtly the beſt gifts, and yet I ſhew unto you a more excel- 
lent way, 1 Cor. 12, #lt, And thus you have the choicenefs, 


REFLECTIONS 


- The lines are fallen fo me in a pleaſant place, may the gra- 
cious ſoul fay. How. defeQtive ſoever I am in” gifts yet 
blefſed be the Lord, who hath ſown the ſeeds of true grace 
in my heart. What though I am not famed and honoured @- 
mong.men., let it ſufhce me that F am precious-in the eyes of: 
the Lord. Though he hath not abounded to me in gifts of: 
nature, yet bleſſed be the God and Father of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
who hah abounded to me in all firitual bleſſings,in heavenly pla- 


{ cer, i Chriſt Jeſus, Eph. 1.3; Is not a true;jewel, though 


but the word of the Lord abideth for ever, Tia; 40.6, 8. Many | 


of theſe principles alſo.. | 
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ſpurn'd in the dirt, more precious than a falſe. one ,. thou d | 
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The deceived, | f ofimhar kind ave thoſe ichinos wherein 1 
ſou!s Reflei-|=Y heart ſown, or-of what-kind are thoſe chings wherein 


[ſet in gold ? why,art thou troubted, /O my(ſoal, for the want 
.of; thele things -which:reprobactes way have? and art not ra- 
' ther admiring and bleſſing God for thoſe things which none 
| but the darlings and favourites of heaven can have? is not an 
| ounce of pure gold more valuable than many pounds of guil- 
| ded braſs ? /What though the dews of Helicon defcend not 
upon my head, if in.-the mean time the (ſweet influences of 
| Sion; fall upon my heart ? O my God ! how much ſocver 
| others are elated. by the light of their knowledge, I have cauſe 
| with humility toadore thee for the heavenly heat with which 
| thqu baſtwarmed my affetions. 

_- Payſea while my foubupon this point. With what ſeed is 


£xcell others ? ;are they 'indeed ſpecial feeds of grace, or 
common gifts and:natural excellencics ? If the latter , little 
cauſe have I to-pride my {elf :in'them, were they ten thou- 
' and. times mare then they are.- - Hf theſe 'things be indeed 
| the things that accompany ſalvation , the'ſeed of God , 'the 
| true and real work of grace, Then (1) how comes it to,pifs 
\ that I never found any throws or travelling pangs in the pro- 
ducion of them? It's affirmed, and generally acknowledged 
that the new creature is never brought- forth without ſuch 
pains, and compunRions of heart, Ads 2.37, T have in- 
deed oliten telt.anakingibead, 'whilt E have read and ſtudied | 
to increaſe my knowledge 3 but when did I feel an aking 
| beart for ſin? Oh, I begin to ſuſpe& , that it is not right. 
| Yea, (2) and. myſuſpicion increaſes whiles I confider that 

grace is of an humbling nature, 1 Cor. 15. 10. Lord, how, 
-| have. I: heen elated- by my gifts antl valaed 'my ſelf above 
| what wasmmeet ? /Othow have'T delighted'in the noiſe of the 
\ Phariſees. trumpet! Mat. 6.2. No 'muſick fo ſweet as that.: 
\ Say, O -my conſcience, have I not delighted 'more in the 
Theatre, than the Cloſet ? in the praife of 'men;than 'the ap- 
| probation of God ? Qh, how'many evidences doſt thou pro- 
| dnccagaialime ? Indeed theſe are ſad ſymptoms that T have 
| ſhewed thee, 'bat there is yet another which renders thy caſe! 
| more ſuſpitious'yt; :yea,- that which:thou canſt make no ra-| 
tional defence againſt ,.even the incffeQualneſs of all wall 
* Hm 28 gifis|- 
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Gi doth fo far <xcell in (1) dignity,. ? 


[Like Cummin;; Barley, Fitches; Peaſe, or Rye 1 


{In fome mens' leads} where is their habitation 3 '; 


api, 5,0 YO OE nc Max Ne + 642theme Mo % vl << 


The Deva w"7 of oriieidinge, 


gifts and knowledg;to-mortitic anyone of all-thy-laits/ Jt's TY l- 


yond all diſpute, that gifts may; but grace 'carmot” conſiſt! 
without mortification .of im, . Gaz. 5. 24. Now: what: luſt 
hath fallen before theſe:excellent parts of wine? Doth' not: 
pride, paſſion, covetouſnels, and indeedrhe whole body: of| 
fin live and thrive ime as much. as eyer ?: Lord, I yield the 
cauſe, I can defend it nolonger againſt my asnſcienee, which 
| caſts and condemins me by-fult-preof, ta be but in a'wretched, 

curſed Jamentable ſtate, notwithſtanding all my knowledg 
and flouriſhing, gifts. O' ſhew mea more! excellent way 
Lord ! that I had the fincerity-of the:pooref+ Saint 3 tho 


I ſhould loſe the applauſe of-alhynyrpaits 3. with; Theſes E fee [ 61 


may go to hell, but without —_— 


heaven. 
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| The Poem, 


Reat difference betwixTtthat feed: is found, | | 
With which you ſow your ſeveral plots of ground. 


The cheaper Barley, and the'courſer Rye. - 
Though in themfelves they good and wholfom are 


Some baſer, fome more noble 3. ſome again 


Excelling (2) both the former; more than wheat ; Prergn6 
|Exectls that grain;; your ſwine, and horſes cat. | | 
For principles of. nkeer-morality,!;/-. |," Ne bp |. R 


Fl thoſetmens heaets ave often-to be found, 

' Whom: yet the Sexipture callerh. (3); cirſed gromd. \ 

| And-n6bler:principles than thofe;fometime!/ + - : 
Cal'di:(4 x. comihon gxa0e, andiſpiditual gifts which tine. 


Yet theſe with choiceſt wheat may not compare, , -- -.. . — — | 
| $9" hearts like fields are ſowed with different grain 5 


#. 


(1) Tſa.28, 294]. B 


$ || Yer chey are io-corpanions of : Salvation. Sts - 6Y 
. +Þ | Eheſe purchaſe: (53): honour both:from\ great and fiball; (Cor. 126,44. 2 
I]; Þu6l maſt tell thee that if this be alls.. _ "Thou BEE, i. 
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: {{5) 1 Cor.13.1 


(s) Gal. 6.8. | A glorious (9) harveſt of eternal reſt, 
To him that nouriſh'd chem within his breaſt. 
O grace ! how orient axt thow! how divine ! 
(2) r Cor. 22+-| What is the glory of all:(r) gifts to thine ! 
73s Difſeminate this ſeed within my heart, gil 
Ey God I pray thee, though thou ſhouldſt impart 
l The leſs of gifts; then I may truly ſay, 
- That thou haſt ſhew'd me the more excellent way- 
Fo | 
| CHAP.IXx. 
; 
FS 5 , 
F  [tlpon foring- 7 heavens influence, Corn and plants do ſpring, 
[ing weather 0 


-. aſter ſeed time. 
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Though like an (6) Angel in theſe gifts thou ſhine, 
Amongſt blind mortals, for a little time : | 
The day's at hand, when ſuch asthou muſt take 
22+] Thy lot with (7) devils in th'inferral lake. 4 
. | But princjples of ſpecial ſaving grace, 
Whoſe ſeat is in the (8) heart, not head or face : 
Like ſolid wheat, ſown in a fruitful field 
Shall ſpring and flouriſh, and at laſt will yield 
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as ſhowers of grace do make his valleys ſing. 
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F OBSERVATION. 


HE earti1 after that it is plow'd and ſow'd,muſt be wa- 
tered and warm'd with the dews and influences of hea- 
ven, or no fruit can be expe&ed. If God do not open to you 
his good treaſure, the heavens to give rain unto the Land in 
its ſeaſon, and bleſs all the work of your hands, as it is, Det: 
28. 12. Thecarthcannot yield her increaſe, The order and 
dependance of natural canfes in the produGions of fruit, is 
excellently deſcribed, Hoſe 2.21, 22. ' I will bear the bea-| _ 
,vens, and they ſhall bear tbe earth; and the earth ſhall hear the] . | 
and wine, and Oyl; and they ſpall beat Jexteel, - Jexreel | 
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The heavenly ufeof eartbly things. 


not bring it forth without the heavens, the heavens cannot 
yield a drop unleſs God hear them 3 that is, unlock and o- 
pen them. * Nature and natural cauſes are nothing elſe but 
the order in which God works. This ſome Heathens by the 
light of uature acknowledged, and therefore when they went 
to plow'in the morning, they did lay one hand upon the 
plow. ( to ſpeak their own part to be paintulneſs ) and hold 
up the other hand to Ceres the God of the Corn,to ſhew, that 
their expeqation of plenty was from their ſuppoſed Deity. 
I fear- many Chriſtians lay both hangso the plow, and ſeldom 
life up heart-or hand to God, wheFabgnt that work. There 
was an Husbandman (ſaich Mr. Sm 


fb ) that alwayes ſow- 
ed good ſeed, but never had good corn at laſt a neighbour 
came to him, and faid, I will tel you what probably may be 
.| the cauſe of it? -It mayhe ( ſaid he ) you d» not licep your 


| Seed 3 no truly ſaid the other, nor never did. I hear that Seed- 
| mult be ſteeped 3 yes ſurely, ſaid his ncighbour, and I will- 


| tell you how, it muſt be tteeped in prayer. When the party 
| heard this, he thanked him for his counſel, reformed his fault, 
| and had as good Corn as any man whatſoever. Surely it- is 
| not the Husbandmans, but Gods fieps that drop fatnefs. 
| Alma mater terra, the earth indeed is a fruitful Mother, but 
' the rain which fecundates and fertilizes it, hath no other fa- 


| ther but God, Job 38.28. 
APPLICATION 


A® impoſſible it is (in an ordinary way ) for fouls to be 
made fruitful in grace and holineſs, without the dews 
and influences of Ordinances and the: lgding of God upon 
them, as for the earth to yield her fruits without the natural 
influences of heaven 3 for look, what dews, ſhowers, -and 


| Ordinances of God are to the ſouls of men. My defirige 


\ ball drop as the rain,my ſpeech ſhall diftill as the dewgas the ſaid] 1 


mult have corn, and-wine, and oyl, or they cannot live; they! 
cannot have it unleſs the carth bring it forth, the earth can- 


Ce 


| cleer ſhinings after rain are to the fields, that the word and. "3; 


'rain upoz the tender herb, and as the ſhowers #pon the graſs 5 
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2, 


Deut. 32.2. For as the rain and ſnow cometh down from beaven | 
and waireth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud; ſo 
ſhall my word be that goeth forth of my month, Iſa. 55. 10, 11. 
And as the Dottrine of the Goſpel is rain, fo Goſp:1 Mini- 
.| fters are the Clouds in which thoſe heavenly vapours are 
_ up. ' The reſemblance lics in the following particu- 
ars. : | 
The rain comes from heaven, AGs 14.17, He gave us, 
rain from heaven and frunful ſeaſons, &c, The DoGtrine of | 
the Goſpel is alſo of an heavenly extrattion and deſcent » | 
they are heavenly truths which are brought to you in earthen 
veſſels, things that were hid in God, and come from his bo- 
' fom, Eph. 3.9. What Nicodemus ſaid of Chriſt, is in a pro» 
| portion true of every faithful diſpenſer of the Goſpe)], Thou 
art a Teacher come from God, John 3.2. Youarc not to look |: 
upon the truths which Miniſters deliver, as the mcer cffects 
and fruits of their inventions and parts, they are but the 
Conduits through which thoſe coeleſtial waters arc conveyed 
to you. *Tis all heavenly, the Officers from keaven, Eph. 4.12, |: 
| Their Dottrize from heaven, Eph. 3.8,9. The efficacy and 
ſucceſs of it from heaven, 1 Cer. 3.3. What T received of the 
Lord (faith Paul ) that bave I deliverid unto you, 1 Cor. 11. 
23. The ſame may every Goſpel Minilter ſay too. That's 
the tirll, 
And then (21y) The rain falls by divine dirc&ion ac.d 
{ appointment 3 He cauſes it to rain upon one City and not upon | 
another, Amos 4.7. You ſhall oftcn ſee a Cloud diſlolvz and | 
ſpend it ſclt upon one place, when therc is not a drop within, 
a few milcs of it. Thus is the Goſpel ſent to ſhcd its rica 1n- | 
fluences upon one place, and not upon another; It pours | 
down ſhowers of blcflings upon one Town .or Pariſh, whilſt 
others are dry lite the ground which lay near to Gidezonss wet | 
fleeceÞ To you is the word of this ſalvation ſent, At 13.26. 
Sent, it comes not bychaxce, but by Commiſſion and appoint- | 
mcnt, and its ſent to you by ſpecialdire&tion. Minitters car. 
no niore go whither thcy pleaſe, than the ſailing Clouds can | 
move againſt the wind. Paul and Timothy. two truittul Clouds | 
( that {ent down many feet refreſhing thowers upon every | 


— ———— 
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place 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 


[Place whither they came) the Lord tent them through Phry- 
g12 and Galatiz but forbad them to preach the word in Afta, 
Acts 16, 6. And when they aſſayed to go into Bithynia, the ſpi- 
rit ſuffered them not, v. 7. But a man of Macedonia appears 
to Paul ina viſion, and prayed him, ſaying, come over to Ma- 
cedonia and help 5, V9.. Thus you fee, how the myſtical, 


counſclz and though Minilters are not now diſpoſed to their 
retpective places, in ſuch an extraordinary way, -yet there 


waich is ſeen partly in qualifying them or ſuch a people, and 
partly jn drawing out their hearts to elc& and call them, and 
inclining thcir hearts to accept the call. + 

There is a great deal of difference in the ſhowers of rain 
that fall upon the carth. Sometimes you have an haſty ſhow- 
er, which makes the ways fleet, and the ſtreets run, but 
[it's gone preſently, the earth hath but little benefit by it ; 
and (ometimes you have a-ſweet, gcntle, foaking rain, that 
moderately ſoaks to the root and refreſhes the carth abun- 
dantly. This is called the ſmall rain, and the former, the great 
rain of bis firength, Job 37.6, $0 itis in theſe ſpiritual ſhow- 
ers, the effects of ſome ſermons, ( like a fudden ſpout of rain ) 
are very tranfient 3 that touch the heart a little for the preſent 
by way of convidion or comfort,” but it flects away immedi- | 
ately, Jam. 1.23, Atother times 'the Goſpel like a ſetled 

moderate rain, ſoaks to the root, to the very-heart. So did 

that ſweet ſhower which fell, As 2. 27. It ſearcheth the 

root, it. went to the heart the influences of.it are ſome- 
times abiding, and do much longer remain. in, -and refrefh | 
the heart, than the rain'doth the earth. There be effe&s left 
in fome hearts, by ſome Sermons and duties, that will ne-. 
ver out of it ſo long as they live. Twill never forget thy precepts, 
for by them thou haſt quick; 12d me, Pſal. 119. $2. | 


calls, a clear ſhining after rain, 2 Sam. 23. 4. by which. the] 


as well as the xatural Clouds, are moved according to divine, 


IS till a ſpecial hand of the ſpirit guiding their motions , | 


The rain is. molt beneticial to the earth, when there come 
ſweet, warm Sun-blaſts with it, or after it. This the Scripture | --- 


| ſeminal vertue of the carth is drawn forth, and then the herbs) 
and flowers, and Corn ſprout abundantly. , $0-1t. 1s with' 
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| 


| Jubilee in the heart. 


Goſpel ſhowers, when the Sun of Rightouſneſs opens upon 
poor ſouls under the word, darting down the beams of grace 
and tove upon them, whilſt they are attending on it, (juſt as 
you ſomctimes fee a ſweet ſhower fall while. the Sun ſhines 
out ) O-how comfortable is this! and effetual to melt the 


| heart / and as the warm rain is moſt refreſhing, ſo when the 


word comes warmly from the melting affecions of the 
Preacher, who imparts not only the Goſpel, but his own 
ſoul with it, 1 Theſc 2.8. This doth abundantly more good 
than that which drops coldly-from the lips of the unaffected 
ſpeaker, 

Showers of rain do exceedingly refreſh the earth, as a man 
is refreſhed by a draught of water, when his ſpirits are even 
ſpent. O how welcome is a ſhower toa thirſty ground ! 
Hence the little hills are (aid to rejoyce on every (ide, yea to 
ſhout for joy,;and fing when a ſhower comes, Pſal. 65. 12, 13. 
but never was ſhower of rain ſo ſweetly refreſhing to the 
thirty earth, as Goſpel-ſhowers are to gracious 'hearts, Col. 
4.8, It jt comforts their very hearts. What joy was there 
in Samaris, when the Goſpel came to that place? Ads 8.8. 
It revives the ſoul, its mel in ore, melos in aure, jubileum in 
corde, honey in the mouth , melody inthe ear, and a very 

Rain is neceſſary at Seed-time, to make ready the earth , 
to receive the Secd, Pſal. 65.9413. Thou viſiteſt the earth , 
and watereſt it ,, thou greatly tnricheſt it with the river of God; 
which is full of water, thou prepareſt them corn, when thou haſt 
ſoprovided for it; thou watereſt the ridges thereof abundantly, thou 
ſerteſt the furrows thereof, thiu makeſt it ſoft with/ſhowers, thou 
Þleſſeft the ſpringing thereof. And this the Scripture calls the 
former rain. And as this is neceſſary about Seed time, fo the 
htter rain is as needful about earing time, to diſcloſe the 
car, and to bring, it to perfection; both ' theſe are great 
bleſfings to the earth, and conduce to a plentiful harveſt, Foel 
2. 23,24. © Be glad then ye children of Sion, | and rejoyce in the 
Lord your God, for he hath given you the former rain moderately, 
and'be will cauſe to come down for you tho rain, tbe former and 
the latter rain in thefirſt' month, and the floors ſhall be full-of 

LE IS : wheat 
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|. * beaventy ofe earthly things. a 


wheat, and the faces ſhall overflow with wine aud Oyl. Thus the | 


Goſpel hath a double uſe and benefit alſo. It's neceſſary 'as 
the tormer rain at Seed time, it. cauſes the firlt ſpring of 
grace in the heart, Pſal. 19.7. And there could be, (inan 
ordinary way ) no ſpring -of grace without it, Prov. 29 18. 
And as this former rain is neeeflary to cauſe the firſt ſpring of 
grace, ſoalfo it hath the uſe of the latter rain to ripen thoſe 
precious fruits of the ſpirjt in the ſouls of Believers, Eph. 
4.11,12,13. He . gave ſome Apoſiles, and ſome Prophets , 
and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and teachers, for the 
perfeGing of the Saints, for the work, of the Miniſtry for the 
edifying of the body of Chriſt, till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God, 10 a perfet} man, 
nnto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. Were all 
the ele converted unto God, and till there would he a ne- 
celſity of a Goſpel Miniſtry. | | 
Afcer a great glut of rains uſually there comes a drought ; 
*tis a common Countrey Proverb Wet and dry pay one ayother. 
And truly when a people are glutted- with a tulneſs of Goſ- 
pel mercies, it's uſual with God to ſhut up and reſftfain 
the Goſpel clouds, that for a time ( at lealt )) there' be no 
dews upon them, and therefore teach them to prize their de- 
ſpiſed (becauſe common) mercies at an higher rate. ' For as 


a good man once ſaid, mercies are beſt known by the back, 

and moſt prized when moſt wanted. Ls thoſe dvys the word of 
the Lord was precious, there was no open viſion, 1.Sam. 31, It 

is with ſpiritual as with temporal food, flighted when plen- 

teous, but if a famine once comme, then every bit of bread 

is precious. Jeruſalem remembred in the days of her affli- 

ion, and of: her miſery, all her pleafant things that ſhe had 

in the days of old, Lam. 1.7. *Tis both a finful' and dan- 

gerous thing to wantonize with Goſpel Mercies, anddeſpiſe 

the plaineit ( if faithful.) Miniſters of. the Goſpel. The 

time may come when you may: be glad of the plaineſt Sex- 

mon , 'trom the mouth of gthe mcaneſt Embaſſador - of 
Chrilt, : | V3 YH 0 

. To conclude, the prayers of Saints are the keys that open. 


and ſhut the natural clouds, and cauſe them either'to give |}. 
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2. Refleions |, AmI then acloud ? and is my dodtrine as rain to wafer the 
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out, or with-hold their influences, Fam. 5.18. Elias was a 
man ſubjeT to like paſſions as we are, and he prayed earneſily 
that it might not rain, and it rained not on the earth by the 
ſpace of three years and fix moneths , and he prayed again, aud 
the heavens gave rain, andthe earth brought forth fruit, God 
hath ſubjected the works of his hands, to the prayers of his 
Saints, Iſa. 45. 11+ 
Prayer is alto the golden key which opens theſe myſtical 
Goſpel-Clouds, and diſſolves them into ſweet gracious ſhow- 
ers. God will have the whole work of the Miniſtry carried 
,0n by the prayers of his people, they firſt obtain their Mini- 
ſters by prayer, Lake 10.2, Pray ye the Lord of the Harveſt 
to ſend forth labourers into the vineyard. It is by the help of 
| Prayer, that they are carried on, and enabled to exerciſe their 
| Miniſtry. They may tell their people as a great General 
once told his Souldicrs. That he flew upon their wings, Pray 
for me (ſaith the great Apoſtle) that utterance may be given me, 
| that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known tbe Myſteries of 
the Goſpel, Eph, 6.19. Yea, by the Saints prayers it is, that 
Miniſters obtain the ſucceſs and fruits of their labours, Theſ. 
3-1. Finally brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord 
may have free courſe, and be glorified, even as it is with you, 
And thus you have the Metaphor opened. Now, Oh !: that 
theſe truths might come down in ſweet ſhowers upon the 
hearts both of Miniſters and people, in the following Refle- 
ions | 


{ 


| REFLECTIONS 


Lord inheritance ? and yct doll think it much to be toſſed 
up and down by the furious winds and ſtorms of perſecution ? 
do 1 not fee the clouds above me in contiridgl morions and 
agitations? and ſhall I dream of a tixed/ſEtttd State ? No 
 falle Teachers, who are clouds without -rain, are ' more 
Jikely to enjoy that, than I, Which of all the Prophets have 
{not beeri toſſed and harried worſe than 1?! 4&s 7. 52. th 

that will not-let:men alone to be quiet intheir Lults, muli| 
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he heaventy aſe of earthly things. 
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expe but little quret from men in this life. But it is e- 


nough Lord that a reſt remaineth for thy ſervant, let me* be; 


ſo wiſe as to ſecure a reſi to come, and not fo vain to expett it 
on carth. 

And, O that I might ſtudy thoſe inſiruQting clouds, from 
which, as from the bottles of heaven, God pours down re- 
freſhing ſhowers to quench and fatishe the thirſty earth! in 
this may I reſemble them, and come among the people of 
the Lord , in the fulneſs of the bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt , 
Rom. 15.29. O let not thoſe thirtty ſouls that wait for me 
as for the rain, Fob 29. 23. Retwrn like the Troops of Tema, 
aſhamed with their heads covered, Job. 6. 19. O that my lips 
might rcfreſh many ! let me never be like thoſe empty 
clouds, which deceive the hopes of thirlty ſouls; but lec my 
Dodrine deſcend as the rain and diftil as the dew, and let 
that plot of thine inheritance which thou haſt aſſigned to me, 
be as the field which the Lord hath bleſſed. 

Once more, lift up thine eyes to the Clouds,” and behold, 
to how great an hight the Sun hath mounted them , for by 
reaſon of their ſublimity it is that they are called the Clouds 
of Heaven, Mat. 24.3c. Lord, let me be a Cloud of Heaven 
too! 'Let my heart and converſation be both there! who is 
morc advantaged for an heavenly lite than I? heavenly truths 
are the ſubjects of my daily ſtudy, and thall earthly chings be 


the objects of my daily delights and loves ? God forbid, that | 


cver my earthly converſation ſhould contradict and ſhame 
my heavenly calling and profeſſion. Shine forth thou glorious 
Sun of rightcouſnets, and my heart (hall quickly be attracted 
and mountcd above theſe vitible Clouds, yca, and above the 
aſpectable heavens. 

Is the Goſpel rain, and its Miniſters Clouds ? Wo is me 
then, that my habitation is upoi the Mountains cf Glboa, 
where there are no dews! Ah fad lot, that I ſhould be like 
Gideons dry fleece, whilit the ground round. about me is wet 
with the dew of kcaven !O thou that commandeſt the Clouds 
above, and openelt the windows of Heaven 3 remember , 


and rctreſh this parched wilderneſs, wherein I live, with | 


ſtfowers of grace, that we may not be as the heath in the 


Beta 


2. ReficAions} 
for private | - | 


Chriſtians. .: 
Is 


For thoſe that] 
want a Goſpel | 5 


Miniſtry, 


or ls Aa. 
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. 1 defart, which ſeeth not when good cometh, nor inhabic chef, 
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| parched places of the wildernel(s. 5 
| 2, |  O Lord, thou haſt cauſed the heavens above me tobe black | *.- 
| For thoſe that with clouds, thou op:neſt the coeleſtial caſements from a- 

E-” [enjoy a Goſpel bove, and daily ſendeſt down ſhowers of Goſpel-blejlings ; 

{ |Mniſtry, O that I might be as the parched earth under them ! not'for 

barrenneſs, but for thirltineſs.. Let me fay, My ſoul longeth, 

yea, even fainteth for the Conrts of the Lord : thatI might there 
ſee the beauty of the Lord. Doth the ſpungy earth ſo gree- 

 dily ſuck up the ſhowers, and open-as many mouths as there 

are clefts in it, to receive what the clouds diſpenſe ? and 

ſhall thoſe precious ſoul-inriching ſhowers fleet away unpro- 

ticably for me? if ſo, then, 

3” FN | What an account haveI to make for all thoſe Goſpel- | 
For unprofita-  bleffings that I have enjoyed ? For all thoſe Goſpel-dews andy 

ble hearers. | (howers wherewith I have been watred ! Should I be found 
fruitleſs at laſt, it will fare better with the barren and un- 

cultivated wilderneſs, than with me, more tolerable for 
Indians and Barbarians, that ner heard the Goſpel, than for 

me that have been ſo aſſiduouſly and plentifully watred by it. 

Lord, what a difference wilt thou put in the great#day, be- 

twixt ſimple and pertinacious barrennels !, Surely, it my 

root be not rottenneſs, ſuch heavenly watrings and influen- |. 
ces as theſe, will make it ſprout forth into truits of Obedi- 
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| The Poem, 


j 


(Cx) tfa. 44: 14. He (1) vegetables here below depend, 61 
W. oy Deu:. 23. | A Upon thoſe (2) treaſures which the heavens do ſpend 
7, N02». - Moſt bounteoſly uppn them : to preſerve 
| Their being, and their beauty. This may ſerve 
To ſhadow forth a heavenly Myſtery, 

. | Which thus preſents it ſelf Before your cye. 
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"So 


' | Are beautiful 3 becauſe their meſſage ſweet: 


-Walk but the fields in ſuch a fragrant morn, 


_ OO I 


As when the Sun draws near us in the ſprings © =. 
All creatures do (3): rejoyce,” birds chirpand ſing. 

The face of nature ſmiles, the fields (4) adorn "4 
Themſelves, with rich cmbroideries. :The corn + -- -- 
Revives, 'and ſhooteth up, the warm ſweet rain- , . 
Makes trees, and herbs (57 ſprour forth ind'{pring atnain, 


"_——- 


How do the (6) birds your ears with mulick charm ? 
The (7) flowers, their flamingbeauty's do'preſent 
Unto your captiv*d eyes: and for their ſcent, 

The ſweet Arabian Gums cannot compare 3 

Which thus perfume the circumambient air. 

So,” when the Goſpel ſheds its cheeting beams, 

On gracious ſouls 3.' like thoſe-ſweet warming gleams, 
Which God ordains in nature 3- todraw forth '  - 
The vertue ſeminal that's in the earth : - * . 
It warms their (8) hearts, theis languid ſpirits cheers 5 
And on ſuch fouls, 'a/ (9) ſpting-like face appears.” 
The gracious ſhowers theſe ſpiritual clouds do yield, 
Inriches them with (1) ſweetneſs 3 like a field 

Which God hath bleſt. Oh ! *tis exceeding ſweet, + 
When gracious hearts, and (2) heavenly truths do meet. 
How ſhould the hearts of Saints within them ſpring, 
When'they behold (3) -the meſſengers that bring - 
Theſe gladſom rydings ? yea, - their very feet ++ 


O what a mercy do thoſe (4) Souls enjoy 
On: whom ſuch Goſpel dews fall day by day ! 


Thrice happy Land which in this pleaſant ſpring; __ via "RES ff | 


Can hear theſe Turtles, in her hedges ling. 
O prize ſuch-mereies, if you ask me why ? - 
Read on, you'l ſee, there's reaſon by and by. 
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If God reſtrain the ſhowers, you howl and cry; 
| Shall Saints not mouru,when ſpiritual clouds aredrys# |- 


ts. 
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{rough y.407 
of ILTESNT | 
: © $ 


! C -744 
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failed becauſe there was no graſs. 


& 


7 OBSERVATION, 


they came to the pits and found no water; they returned wi 
' their veſſels empty, they were aſhamed and confounded, and co» 
{ vered their head';, becawſe tbe ground is chapt, for there is no. 


: Eo trait che earth, the Plowmen were aſhamed, they covered their 
; © heads : yea, the Hind alſo calved in the field and forſook, it , 
1 becauſe there was no graſ7 :+and the wild aſſes did ftand inthe 


{ high places, they ſnuffed up the wind like dragons, their eyes 


| ND truly, as much cauſe have they to weep and trem- 
4 ble, over whoſe ſouls God ſhuts up the ſpiritual clouds b 
of the Goſpe], and' thereby ſending a ſpiritual famine upon |: 
'their ſouls. Sucha judgment the Lord threatens in Amos 
18... Bebold the days come, ſaith the Lord, that Twill ſend a|-+ 

[ famine in the Land; not a famine of bread.nor a.thirft for water, |: 


: v7? - hy deſervedly accounted. a fad judgment, when God | 
fhuts up the heavens over. our heads , and. makes the 
{| earth as braſs under our feet, Dewt, 28,23, Fhen the Hus- 
| bandmen axeccalled. to mourning, Foel_1.11,; All the fields | | 
do languiſh, and the. bellowing cattle are pined. with thirſt. | ' 

Such a ſad ſtate the Prophet rhetorically deſcribes, Fer. 14. 
3, 4, 5, 6- The Nobles have ſent their little ones.to the waters, 


And that wich makes the want of rain ſo tertible a judge- 
ment, is the famine of bread, which necellarily' follows theſe 
extraordinary droughts and is one of the foreſt temporal | . 
judgements which God inflids upon the world. Bo 


APPLICATION... 
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but of hearing the wor4'of the Lord, The meaning is,” Twill 

ſend 2 more fearful judgmetit; than thar of the: famine of | 

bread 3 for this particle | not ] is not exelwfwe,: but exceſſive; 

implying, that a famine of bread js nothing, or but alight 

judgment, compared with the famine of: the word: Paral- 

Jel to which is that Text, «1/2. 5. 6:1 will lay ir waſt"(tinh 
God of the fruitlefs ChurddY-i# fadllyoirbe priened norainged, 
| 


but there ſhall come up bryars and thorns ;. I will alfo: 


mane and fpiritua] Hiſtories, that when God hath thut up the 
ſpiritual clouds, removing or filencing his'tnimifters; fenfible| 


ſtom 6 


r eſtate, noiy youre gone to 
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the clouds, that they rain not upon it. "And we find both in hu- ax: 
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| '92 Husbandry ſpiritualized ; Or, .  F 


| <* ſhall.-inſtru& theſe poor Babes ? who ſhall eaſe our affli- 
« &ed+ conſciences? Who ſhall lead us in the way of life ? 
© recompence unto them, O Lord! as they have deſerved, | 
<* who are the cauſes of this, Lord give them fad hearts. 2uis 
italia fando, temperet alachrymis;? And to let you ſee, there is 
| ſafficient ground for this ſorrow, when God reſtrains the 
| influences of: the Golpel , folemnly conſider the following 
particulars. eh), * | 
I. That it is a dreadful token of God's great anger againſt 
that people from whom he removes the Goſpel. The anger 
of God was fearfully encreaſed againſt the Church of Epheſus, 
when he did 'but threaten to come againſt her and remove 
the Candleſtick'out of its places. Rev. 2. 5. *Tis a ſtroke at 
the ſoul, a blow at the root; uſually the laſt,' and therefore 
| the worlt of judgments. There is a pedigree of judgments, 
tirſt Gomer bears Jezreel, next Lorhamab, and at laſt brings 
F forth Loamms, Hoſ.. 1. 4,6, 8,g. - ELL Pad +. fce | 
of | ho There is:cauſe of mourning, .if. you conſider the deplora-' 
H ble eſtate in whichall the unregenerate ſouls are left , after; 
the Goſpel is removed from, them. What ;will, become of 
theſe? or by whom ſhall-they be. gathered ? It made the, 
bowels of Chriſt yearn within him,when he looked upon the 
| {cattered multitude that had no Shepherd, Mar. 9.36. What 
| 43n ealie conqueſt Hoththe devil gow make of them? how faſt 
|dothi hell fill in fych times? ; poor;ſouls, being driven thither 
in droves, and none to reſcue them ! /Mattbew Parir tells us, 
thatin the year 1072. when preaching was ſuppreſſed at Rome, 
letters were then framed as.coming from hell; wherein the 
: devil gave them;ſhanks forthe multitude Of ſopls they had 
wy ſent to-hinvthat year. But truly. we need not talk of letters 
32 ad from hell, | wearetold from heaven, - how depjorable the con- 
be ith dition of ſuch poor fouls is. See Prov. 28. 19, Hof. 4.6. 
*# Or, 
| 3. The judgment will yet appear very heavy, if you conſider 
| --. 4thedoſswhich God's qwn'people fuſtain by the. removal of 
—_ the, Goſpelz for therein - they loſe (1): their chicft glory, 


| {frael conlilied was this, That unto them was committed. the. + 


——_— _ - Lu _—__ 
_ —— 
- is ” . 


.v 


.* 4 Ka 
RY a> hg > 
E T 


TMR EE | Row. 3«2. the principal thing in which the peculiarglory of | 


' ms ©. "A 
Oractes | Þ- 
E # ws» 3, 

_— , "KY 


a 4-45 '- "FL x 
"Wa 
= 2. . = 
; > 
4 


| The heaventy.aſe of earthly things. 
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Oracles of God, On that account it was called the glorious 
Land, Dax. 11.16. This made them greater than all the 
Nations round about them. Dewt. 4.7, 8. (2) By loſing the 

Ordinances, they loſe their quicknings, comforts, and ſoul- 

refreſhments for all theſe are ſweet ſtreams from the Goſ- 

pel fountain, Pſal. 119.50. Col. 4. 8. No wonder then 

to hear the People of God complain of dead hearts, when 

the Goſpel is removed. ( 3.) In the loſs of the Goſpel they 

loſe their defence and ſafety. This is their hedge, their wal! 

of protection. Iz. 5. 5. Walls and hedges ( faith Muſculus 

in loc. ) are the Ordinances of God, which ſerve both ad ſe. 

parationem & munitionem, to diſtinguiſh, and to defend them. 

When God plucks up this hedge, and breaks down this wall 

all miſchiefs break in upon us preſently. 2: Chron. 15. 34 445,6. 
| Now for a long ſeaſon Iſrael bath been without the true God, and 
without a teaching Prieſt, and without Law - And in thoſe times 

there was no peace to him that went out, nor to bim that came in, 

but great vexations were upon all the inhabitants of the Coun- 

tries, and Nation was deftroyed of Nation, and City of City; for 

| God did vex thent with all adverſity. How long did Feruſalem 

remain, after that voice was heard in the Temple, migremus 

binc? Let us be gone. (4) With the Goſpel, we loſe our 

temporal enjoyments and creature.comforts. Theſe uſually 

come and go with the Goſpel. When God had once written 

Loammi upon Iſrael, the next news is this, I will recover my 

woot and my flax, Hoſ. 2.9. (5) and lafily, to come up to 

the very caſe in hand,they loſe with it their ſpiritual food,and 

ſoul-ſubſiſtence 3 for the Goſpel is their feaſt of fat things, 

Iſa. 25.6. their ſpiritual we!ls, 1/a. 12. 3+ adolediſtributed 

among the Lords poor. Rom. 1. 11. ina word, it is -as the 

rain and dews of heaven, as hath been ſhewed, whieh being 

reſtrained, a ſpiritual famine neceſſarily follows : a famine. 
of all the moſt terrible. Now to ſhew you the analogy be- 

twixt this and and a temporal famine, that therein you may 

ſee what cauſe you have to be deeply affected with it, take it 

in theſe ſix following particulars. | 
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A famine is cauſed by the failing of bread T or that which NES 
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| Auous rarities may tail, and yet men may ſubſiſt comfortably. 
As long as people have bread and water, they will not” fa- 
| miſh 3 but take away bread once, and the ſpirit of man fail- 


becauſe what a fiaff is toan aged or feeble man, that bread is 
to the faint and feeble ſpitits, which even ſo do lean'upon it. 
And look what bread'isito the natural Spirits, that, and more 
than that, the word is togracious Spirits, Fob 23. 12. Thave 
efteemed the words of thy mouth, more than my neceſſary food. If 
once God breakyhis tiaff, the inner man, that hidden man of 
the hearty will quickly begin to fail and faulter. 

It is notevery degree of ſcarcity of bread, that preſently 
' makes a famine, but a general failing of it ; when no bread 
is to be had, or that which is, yields no nutriment. 'For a fa- 
mine may as well be occalioned by Gods taking away, panis 
autrimentum, the nouriſhing vertue of bread, that it ſhall 
-| fignifie no more as to the end of bread, than a chip, Hag. 1.6, 
as by taking away paxem nutrientem, bread it ſelf, Ta. 3: 1. 
| And ſo it is in a ſpiritual famine , which is occafroned cither 
by Gods removing all the Ordinances, and making pro- 
viſion utterly to fail; or elſe ; though there be preaching, 
prayer and other Ordinances left, (at leaſt, the mames and 
(hadows of them ) yet the preſence of God isnot with them. 
| There is no marrow in the bone, no milk'in the breaſt 3* and 
ſo,-.as to ſoul-ſubliſtence, *tis all one, as if there were noſuch 
CNInNgs. | 
In a corporeal famine , mean and courſe things become 
(weet:and pleaſant ; famine raiſes the price and eſteem of 
them. That which before you would have thrown to your 
dogs, now goes down pleaſantly with'your ſelves. To the 
hangry ſoul every bitrer thing is ſweet, Prov. 27.7. *Tis the 
Doh Proverb, and a very true one, hunger is the beſt 
* Co A d 3 


* Jeunns flomachus raro vulgaris tennit. Horat. 
In time of tarnine courſeſt tare contents, 
The barking ſtomach ſtrains no complements. 


| eth : Upon this account bread is called a ſtaff, Pſal. 105. 16. | 
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*'Tis ſtoried of Artaxerxes Memor, that when he was fly- 
ing before his enemies, he fed. hungrily upon barly brend . 
and ſaid, Cufnſmodi voluptatis hattenus inexpertus fut? O 
what pleaſure have hitherto been ignorant of; when great 
Dari«s drank the pudled water, that had been defiled with 
dead carkaſes which had been ſlain in that famous battle, he 
profeſſed he never drank more pleaſant drink. And famous 


Haunniades ſaid, he never fared more daintily, than when (in | 


a like exigence) he ſupped upon bread, onions, and water, 

with a poor Shepherd in his Cottage. adds 
Juft ſo doth.the famine of the Word raiſe the price and' e- 

ſicem.of vulgar and deſpiſed truth. O what would -we 


for one of thoſe Sermons, one of thoſe Sabbaths we formier- | 


ly enjoyed ? In thoſe days the word of the Lord was precious. 
When God calls to the enemies to take away and remove his 
contemned, but precious dainties, from his wanton Chil- 
dren, and a ſpiritual famine hath a little pinched them , they 
will then learn to prize their ſpiritual' food at a higher 
rate. | | 

In time of famine ſome perſons ſuffer more than others. 
It falls heavieſt and pincheth hardeſt upon the poorer fort , 
as long as any thing is to be had for money, the rich will 
have it. So it falls out in a Spiritual famine although the 
moſt experienced, and beſt furniſhed Chriſtians , . will have 
enough to do to live in the abſence of ordinances, yet they. 
are like to ſubfiſt much better, than weak, ignorant, and un- 
experienced ones. Some Chriſtians have Husbanded their | 
time well, and like Foſeph in the ſeven years pleaty, laid up- 
for a ſcarcity, The word of God dwels richly in them. 
Some ſuch there are, as Fobx calls young men, who are 
ſtrong, andthe word of God remaineth in them, of whom. 
it may be ſaid, as Ferom ſpake of Nep@ianw?, that by long | 


and aiſiduous meditation of the Scriptures, he had made his | 
breati the very Library of Chriſt. But others: are but babes} 
in Chriſtz and though God will preſerve: that- good work.) 
which he hath begun inthe myet theſe poor babes will ſoons | 


eſt find, and be moſt concerned in the loſs of. their. ſpirita-- 
al Fathers and Nurſes. | | LEONE 
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breaking complaints where-ever you go. O the many pale 
faces you ſhall then ſee, and the ſad language that rings in 
your ears in every place! one cries, bread , bread ; for 
Chriſt's ſake , one bit of bread; another faints and falls 
down at your door, All ber people figh, Lam. 1. 11. Yea, the' 
poor little ones are brought in, v. 12. crying to their Mo- 
thers, where is the Corn and Wine ? and then pouring'ons 
cheir ſouls into their Mothers boſorme. Juſt fo ic is in a. fa- 
mine of the Word 3 poor Chriſtians every where fighing 
and: crying, O where are our godly Minifters ? Our ſweet 
Sabbaths, Sermons, Sacraments, my Fathers, . my Fathers, 
the Chariots of Iſrael and the horſemen thereof ? How beau- 
tiful were your feet upon the mountains! And then weep- 
ing like the people at Paxls departure, to think they ſhall ſee 
their faces no more. | 

Laſily, in time of famine , there is nothing ſo coſtly or 
precious , but people will part with it to purchaſe bread. 
They have given their pleaſant things, for meat to relieve their 


ſouls, Lam. 1.11. And doubtleſs when a ſpiritual famine 


(hall pigch hard, thoſe that have been cloſe-handed to main- 
eain a Goſpel Minifiry , will account it a choice mercy to 
enjoy them again at any rate. Though the Lord feed you with | 
the bread of affliction, and give you thewaters of adverſity, yet it 


will ſweeten that bread and water to you, if yonr teachers be no 


more removed into corners, Iſa. 30. 20. 
REFLECTIONS. 


Is the famine of the word ſuch a fearful judgment ?. the 


| Lord pardon my unthankfulneſs, for the plentiful and long 


coutinued cnjoymens of ſuch a precious andinvaluable mer- 


cy- How lightly have I eſieemed the great things of the | 
Goſpel? O that with eyes and hands lifted up to heaven, I| 


might bleſs the Lord , that ever I was brought forth in an 
age of fo much light ! in a valley of vitions, in a Land flow- 
ing with Goſpel-mercies. Hath not God made of one blood, all 
the 
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In, time of famine there are pitiful cryes , and. heart=p/ 
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'beſt place for me, and bring me forth into it, in ſuch an hap- 


| the plenty of Goſpel-mercies, that this age and Nation hath 


natural Sun once did over Gibeon; and that ſuch a mercy 


this, and trembling ſeize my heart. 

Is the Goſpel indeed departed ? irs ſweet influences re- 
rained ? and a famine worſe than that of bread come upon us. 
Alas ! for the day, for it is a great day, ſothat none us like it; it is 


-*. [even the day of Jacob's trouble. Wo is me,that ever I (ſhould ſur- 
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the. Lord contends, by ſuch an unparalleFd judgment ? Lord, 
let me juſtitie thee even in this ſevere diſpenſation the 
provocation of thy Sons, and of thy daughters have been ve- 


we not this day read our fin in our puniſhment ? O what nice 


and wanton appetites, what curious and itching ears had thy |. 
- {people in the days of plenty ? Methods, tones'and geſtures, 


were more regarded than the excellent treaſures of divine 
truths. Ah my ſoul ! Iremember my fault this day ? little 
did I then conlider, that Sermons work not upon hearts, as 
they are thus elegant, thus admirable, but as they are inſtru- 


py nick of time, as can hardly be parallel'd in Hiſtory, for 


ſhould no more affe& my ſoul, let ſhame cover my face for 


| mined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their babi«. | 
tation? Ads 17. 26,- Many of theſe great and populous Na- 
tions are involved in groſs darkneſs. Now that of all the ſeve- 
ral ages of the world, and places in it; God ſhould eſpy the 


enjoyed 3 that my mother did not bring me forth in the de-. 
*[ſarts of Arabia, or walts of America, but in England where 
God hath made the Sun of the Goſpel to ſtand ſtill, as the 


| 


—— 


vive the Goſpel, and the precious liberties and mercies of it * | 
What horrid fins have been harboured amongſt us, for which' | 


ments in the hand of God appointed to ſuch an'end. Even as 
Auſtin ſaid of the Conduits of water, though. one be in the 
ſhape of an Angel, another of a beaſt, yet the water re- 


freſhes as it is water, and not as it comes from ſuch a- Con-| 
3 {duit : by this alſo, O Lord, thou rebukeſt the ſupineneſsand}.. 
| | formality of thy people. How drowlie, dull, and carcle(s7 **:-- 


have they, been under the moſt excellent and 
Alas! I have often 
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body before the Lord in Ordinances, » 4g *£6; but my 
ſoul hath been wandring abroad, as Chryſojtom ſpeaks. 1 
ſhould have come from under every Sermon as. a ſheet-comes 
from the Preſs, with all the ſtamps and lively impreſſions 
But alaſs ! If it had 
been.demanded of me, as once it was of Ariſto#/e, after a 
long and curious Oration, how he liked it, I might have an- 
ſwered as he did,” Truly Idid not hear it, for I was all the 


while minding another matter. Righteous art thou, O Lord, | 
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in all that is come upon us. 

I am now as a Spring ſhut up, that can yield no refreſh- 
ment to thirſty ſouls, ready to periſh, Thou haſt ſaid to me 
as once to Ezekiel, Son f man, bebald, Twill makg thy tongue 
cleave to the roof of thy month, and thou ſhalt be dumb. This is 
a heavy judgment, but thou muſt be juſtified and cleared in it. 
Although men may not, yet God, it he pleaſe, may put a 
lighted candle under a buthel. And herein I muſt acknow- 
ledge thy Righteouſneſs. Many times have I been finfully (i- 
lent, whgn both thy glory and the intereſt of ſouls ingaged 
me to ſpeak. Moft jutfily therefore haſt thon made my 
tongue to cleave to its roof. Little did I conſider the pre- 


cioufneſs of fouls, or the tremendous account to be given | 


for them, at the appearing of the great Shepherd. 1 have 
now time enough tofit down and mourn over former miſcax-. 
riages, and loft opportunities. Lordrefiore me once. again 
to 4 ſerviceable capacity, to a larger 'phere- of activity. for, 
thee, for Iam now become as a_ broken 'veſleh, It grieves 


me' to the heart, to ſee thy flock ſcattered, to hear thy peo-}, 


ple cry to-mie, as once to Foſeph, Give ws broad, for my ſponld 
we dye in'thy prefence 5 Thy word is like tixe ſhut op in. my, 


| bones, and-Lam weary of forbearing. : O, that thow, would 
once again open the doors of-thine houſe, ; that there may be |: 


bread envugh in thine houſe forall thy childsens 
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| The brooks are dry, the pinipg Cattel (3) bettow.,' 
- '| The fat and flowry medows Icorcht and burn'd. 

The Countrey mirth is-into (4) mourning turn'd, 
The clefted earth, her thirſty mouth (5) ers 6pe, 

:| Unto the empty Clouds 3 as *twere in hope *** 

Of ſome refreſhing drops, that might allay 

| Her fiery thirſt3 but they ſoon paſs away. 

The penſive (6): Husbandman with his own eyes, 
Bedews his Land, becaulc he ſees the skies 

= {Refuſe to do it, (7). juſt ſo fiands the caſe, : 
| When God from ſouls, removes the means of grace. 


FR 


Which when the Lord in judgment ſhall reſtrain :” 

The peoples ſouls in ſhort time will be found 

In ſuch a caſe, as this dry parched ground. ,.. 

When this (9) ſad judgment falls on any Nation, , 
Let Saints therein take up this Iamentation. 

| O dreadful, dark, and diſmal day” . 

How is our glory fled away. 

Our Sun gone down, our ſtars o*recaſt 5 


| God's heritageis now laid waſt.. * © ED. 
|. *.- Qur pining ſouls no bread can get, A 
With wantons God hath juſtly met, ; 


When we are fed unto the full, 
This man was tedious 3 that was dull. 
But they are gone, and there remain 
No ſuch occalions to complain. 
Stars are not now for lights, but figns.3 
God knows of what heart-breaking times. 
Sure heaven intends not peace, but warsz 
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Have loft their fragrant green 3 aterurned (2) yeflow 


The carth's like iron. Flowers, herbs an a graſs 


God's Miniſters are Clouds, their do&rine (8) rain ; / | 


In calling home Ambaſſadors. ks 
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17 God doth make the (1 heavens #bbve'us braſs, 
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How long did Sodoms judgment ſtay ? 
| When Righteous Lot was ſnatcht away, 
How long remain'd that ftately Hall, 

When Sampſox made the pillars fall ; 

When. Horſmen, and commanders flye 
| Wo to the helpleſs Infantry. 
This is a ſad and fatal blow, 
A publick loſs and overthrow. 
You that ſo long have wiſh'd them gone, + 
Be quict now 3 the thing is done. 
Did they torment you ere your day ? 
God hath remov*d them out o*th*way. 
Now ſleep in ſin, and take your eaſe 3 
Their DoGErine ſhall no more diſpleaſe. 
But Lord ! what ſhall become of us ? | 
Our Teacher's gone and left us thus ! I 
To whom ſhall we our fe]lves addreſs ? 
When Conſcience labours in diſtreſs 
O, who ſhall help us at our need ?* 
Or pour in balm when wounds do bleed ? 
Help Lord, for unto thee our eyes 
Do pour out tears 3 our groans, our cryes 
Shall never ceaſe : till thou reſtore, 
The mercies which we had before. 
1 Till Sio#s paths where graſs now grows, | | 
Be trodden by the feet of thoſe 
That love thy name : and long t'enjoy 
The mercies they have fin'd away. 
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CHAP. IX. 


S eeds dye and rot, and then moſt freſh appear, 


Saints bodies riſe more orient than they were. 


Ai 


OBSERVATION, 


Fter the Seed is committed to the earth, it ſeems to pe- 

riſh and dye, as our Saviour ſpeaks, Fob. 12. 24. Ex» 
cept a corn of wheat fall into the gronnd and dye, is abideth a- 
lone; but if it die, it brings forth much fruit. The death of 
the Corn in the earth is not a total death, but only. the cor- 
ruption or alteration of it: for- if once the feminal life- and 
yertue of it were quite extinguiſht,. it could never put forth 
| blade or.car without.a miracle. Yet, becauſe that alteration. 
is a kind of death, therefore Chriſt here uſes it as a-fit illu- 
firation of the reſurre&ion. And indeed there is nothing in. 
nature more apt to illuſtrate that great myſtery. What a 


fragrant, green and beautiful blade do we ſee ſpring up from 
a corrupted ſeed ? how black, and mouldy is that? how.beau- 
tiful and verdant is this ? v3 


APPLICATION. 


and glory attfitReſurredion. They.are ſown in diſhonour, 
raiſed ſpiritual bodies, 1 Cor. 15.43, 44. The husbandman: 
worms deſtroy his body, yet in bis fleſh be ſpall ſee. God, Job 1g, 


25, &c. and the reſeraiiynce betwixt the ſeed ſown » and} 
ſpringing up3. and the bodies of the Salnts dying,. and.rifing' 


F Ven, hes hal the bodies of the Saints ariſc in beauty | 
they are raiſed in glory, they are ſown natural bodies, they are | 


knows, that though the ſced rot in the earth, yet it will rife | - 
again.. And the believer knows, That thoxgh after his 1hiu\ + 
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| minate longer. : Both Sea/ and earth muſt rendet the dead 
| that arc in them, Rev. 20.13, © © 


} earths God cloaths it with ſuch beauty , that it is not like] 4}. 
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Firſt, the Seed is committed to the earth from whence jt 

came, ſo is the body of a Saint 3 earth it was, and to earth 
it is again reſolved. Grace exempts not the body of the beſt 
man from ſceing corruption, Rom. 8. 10, Though Chriſt be 
in him, yet the body is dead-3 that is, ſentenced to death, 
becauſe of tin, Heb. 6. ult. It is appointed for all mex once to 
dye. 
. Secondly, The Seed was caſt into the earth in hope, 1 Cor. 
9.1c, Were there not a reſurreQion of it expected, the 
Husbandman would never be willing to caſt away his Corn. 
The bodies of Saints are alſo committed to the grave in hope, 
1 Theſ. 4.13, 14. But I would not have you to be ignorant 
brethren, concerning thoſe which are aſleep, as thoſe which bave 
no hope ;, for if we believe that Jeſus died and roſe again, even 
ſa alſo them which ſleep in Feſus ſhall the Lord bring with him. 
This bleſſed hope of a reſurrection, ſweetens, not only the 
the troubles of life, but the pangs of death. 

Thidly, The ſeedis caſt into the earth ſeafonably, in its 
proper ſcaſon. -S0 are the bodies of the Saints, John 5.26. 
Thou ſhalt come to thy grave ina full age, as a ſhock, of corn co- 
meth in, in its ſeaſon. They always dye in the fittteſt time, 
though ſometimes they ſeem to dye immaturately. The time 
of their death was from alleternity prefixt by God, beyond 
which'they cannot go, and ſhort of which they cannot come. 

The Seed lyes many days and nights under the clods, be- 
fore it riſe and appear again. Even ſo man lyeth down, and 
riſeth not again till the heavens be 10 more, Job 14.12, The 
days of darknels in the graveare many. 

When the time is come for its ſhooting up, the carth that 
covercd it can hide itno longer, it cannot keep it down a day 
more it will fin& or make a way through the clods. So in 
that day when the great trump ſhall ſound, bone ſhall come 
to his bone, and the graves ſhall not be able to hold them a 


When: the feed appears abovellihtound 2gain» it. appears 
much:more freſh and orient than when it was caſt into the 


|= The heawvenlyuſeof earthly things. 


to what it was before. ' Thus riſe the bodies of Szincs,” mar- 
vellouſly improved, beautified and perfeRed- with ſpiritual 

aities and rich endowments in reſpe&t wheroof they are 
called ſpiritual bodies, 1*Cor.. 15.43. not properly , but 
analogically ſpiritual 3 for look as ſpirits ſabtiſt without 
food, rayment, ſleep, know no laſſntude, wearinefs or pain 3 
ſo our bodies after the reſurrection ſhall be above theſe ne- 
ceſſities and diſtempers 3 for we ſhall be as the Angels of 
God, Mat. 22.30, Yea, our vile bodies ſhall be- changed, 
and made like unto Chrifts glorious body 3 which is the high- 
eſt pitch, and aſcent of glory and honour, that an humane 
body is capable of, Phil. 3.21. Indeed the glory 'of the 
ſoul ſhall be the greateſt glory; that*s the orient invaluable 


gem 3 but God will beſtow a diſtin glory upon the | body , 
and richly enammel the very cafe in which that precious 
jewel ſhall be kept. In that glorious morning of the reſur- 
re&tion, the Saints ſhall put on their new freſh ſuits of fleſh, 
richly laid and trimmed with glory. Thoſe bodies which in 
the grave were but duſt and rottennefs, when it delivers them 
back again, ſhall be ſhining and excellent pieces, abſolutely 
and everlaſtingly free'd. (1) From all natural imfirmities 
and diſtempersz death is their good Phyſician ; which at 


able to God: The ſpirit indeed is willing, but the: fleſhis weak; 
A crazy body retorts and ſhoots back its diftempers upon the 


Tabernaelcle in which it dwells, yet when death diffolves that 


are no breaches, flaws, monftrotities in glorified bodies 
but of them.it may much rather be ſaid,” what was onee fai 
of Abſalom, 2 Sam. 14<25. That fromthe crown of the head, to 


once freed them of af}--difeaſes.. *Tis a great  Affition | 
now to many of the: Lords 'people, to be clog'd with fo} 
many bodily infirmitics which render thern very unſervice-| 


foul with which it is ſo cloſely conjoyned ; but though now | 
the ſoul ( as Theophraſtms (peaks) payes a dear-rent for the | 


Tabernacle, all the diſeaſes and pains under which! it' groan | 
ed (hall be buried in the rubbiſh of its Mortality 3 and when |- 
they come to be re-united again, God wilt beſtow rich gifts | 
| and dowries, even upon the body, in the day of its re-eſpouſals 
to the ſoul. (2) It ſhall be freed from all deformities,” there 
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the ſole of bis foot, there was no blemiſh in him; ( 3ly.) It 
ſhall be freed from all natural neceſſhtics, to which it is now 
ſubjected in this its animal ſtate. How is the Soul now diſqui- 
eted and tortured with cares and troubles, to provide for a. 
periſhing body ? Many unbclieving and unbecoming fears, 
it is now vexed with. What ſhall it eat? and what (hall ic 
drink ? and wherewithal ſhall it be cloathed ? But meats for 
the belly, and the belly for meats; God ſhall deſtroy both it and 
them, 1 Cor. 6.13. (4.e.) as to their preſent uſe and 
office 3 for as to-its exiſtence, fo the belly ſhall not be deſfiroy- 
ed. But cven as the Maſts,. Poop and Stern of a Ship abide 
in the Harbour after the voyage is ended, fo ſhall theſe bodi- 
ly members, as Tertullian excellently illuſtrates it. C 4ly. ) 
They ſhall be freed from death, to which thenceforth they 
can be ſubje& no more that formidable adverſary of nature 
(hall aſſault it no more. For they which ſhall be accounted wor. 
thy to obtain that world, and the reſurreflion from the deadznei- 
ther marry nor are given in marriage, neither can they dye any 
more ; for they ſhall be equall to the Angels, and are the chil- 
dren of God, being the children of the Reſurrefion, Luke 20. 
35, 36. Markit Tl to the Angels ] not that they ſhall 
be ſeparate, and fingle ſpirits without bodies, as the Angels 
are, but cqual to them in the way and manner of their living 
and ating. We ſhall then-live upon God, and ad freely, 
purely, and delightfully for God for all kind of living up- 
on,. arid delighting in creatures, feems in that Text ( by a 
| Synecdoche of the part which is ordinarily in Scripture put 
for all creature-delights, dependencies, and neceſhties ) to be 
excluded.” Nothing but God ſhall enamour and fill the ſoul, 


what haſt thou prepared for them that loye thee ? 
A AREFLECTTIONS 


Tf I ſhall receive my body again, ſo dignified and impro- 
ved in the-world to come, then Lord let me never be unwil- 


] ling to.uſe my body now for the intereſt of thy glory, or my 


| own Salvation. Now, O my God, it grieves me to think 


how 
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and the body ſhall be perfeQly ſubdued to the ſpirit. Lord, | 
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[ed down by the ſtone hanging at ber leg, a Tre, glonit 


| However, it is reviving to think, thatthough I am.now for-! 
| \ced\to crawl like:a. worm in; the diſcharge of my,gutics, I 


{rouze up himſelf upon his bed, and incourage himſelf againfl _ 
| the fears of. death: by «this: zefreſhipg. confideragion,, « Let ey 
| thim':ſay-with boly: dying -Maſculvr, . Why tremblett thou |-'' . -; - 
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how many precious opportunities of (ervinigzand' honguring,| 
thee; 'Thave loft under pretenee of cnflangering my health. -'-| 
I have been more folicitous to live:lohg; and healthfully, | 
than to live uſefully and fruitfully ; !and like enoygh my life 
had been more ſerviceable to thee, if it/had-not been o fend- |. 
ly overvalucd by.me;--. :. © rw noino Sil Bag 
/ Fooliſh foul, hath God given thee.a body for z.livingitosl | 
{ or inſtrument, and art thou-afraid. to.uſe jt ?:; wherein, is the 
mercy of -having a body, if not in ſpending and wearing it 
out in the ſervice of God ? to have an aQtive vigorous body, 
[and not to-imploy and exerciſe it for God, for fear . of en- 
|dangering its health, is as if one ſhould give'thee a handſome | 
and ſprightful horſe;upon condition thats thqu | ſhouldſti nat | 
ride or work him. O! if (ome of the Saints had enjoyed the | 
bleſſing of ſuch a healthy active body as mine, what excellent 
ſervices would they have performed to. God jn it? _ | 
If. my body ſhall as ſurely rife again: in glory, yigour and 1. 
excellent eudowments as the ſeed which I ſow doth; why | The fickly 
ſhould not this comfort me over all the pains, weaknefes and. ry Refle- | 
dulnefs with which my ſoul is now-.clogg'd ? Thou .know-i| 0 
eſt my God, what a grief it hath been to my ſoul, to be fet-! | 
tered and intangled with the diſtempers and manifold indi{-! | 
politions of this vile, body., .. It hath. made me ſigh and. ſay, 
with holy Anſelme, when he ſaw the mounting bird: weigh-| 


«a. 
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with the ſoul. of thy ſervant! fain would I ſerve, glorifie, 
and: enjoy thee, but a diftempered body will not let 


hall ſhortly fly like a-Seraphinin; the!execution; of thy. will. 
-Cheer up drooping ſou}, thetime;is at hand; when thou ſbalt 
be made-more willing than; thou art, and thy fleſh not {o 
weak'asnhow It is: © oronn ts od ont  h vo Þ: 
-- And-is it {6 indeed ?. then let the dying. Saint like; 7acy 
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». co >) But 2 whit an” uncorfortable! refeag avid mine be:? |}. ; 
odly: ang how! ; | ing again !' how willthis |} 
Kd) Fol acy bluſh, yeatremble when chcy mcct, —___ q = 


| Fan@iet yea; Bet'the holielt of men Jo! ſoanctimes ſenſibly | 


- E-marinet of thy parting, either by the ſlow and lingring ap- 
-proaches of & nturely/ or the quick and terrible approaches | | 


' 


' bil corpus ſentit in nervo cum anima fit in c#lo0 When thy | 
; [foul hall be nhaaven, © "vwvHll wor'be! fenlible how thytboly is} 


© reft?-h&th thy bodyiberh ſuch a-ptraſage habiracion to theey 


that thou thouldit be ſo/loath to parr wick it, thongh But for | 
a'time? and withaffurance of receiving it again with ſich a 
glorious ithproverent?-Iknow (O my. foul) that thou haft 
a navaral inelinetidn- to this body, refaking. from the: dear 
and ftri union which God himſelf hatkhrmade betwizzt thed 


feel the Wife it theth(elves 3 bat beware thou love it not inn- 
moderately or invrdinately 3 *tis but a creature, how dear 
ſever it be tb ſheet yea, a fading creature, and: that which 


fay-my ſoa], why are!'the- choughts of parting with it 


hand ? Is this body thy old and 'dear ftiehd ? True, but yet 
' thou-parteft not with it upon fuch fad terms,as ſhould deſerve 


thevefore de piitterh for & ſeaſon that then 'mayeſt peceive it for, 
ever: The day of 16-cfpeilals will quickly core, and in-the 


thinetnbodied Nate, ſhall fillthee with infinite ſatisfaction. 
Ap 1 +. dmdio 189, +: hi 
*. "Ot'jsit hot fo rhuch imply for parting with: it, as for the 


-ef 7'violeht Ueath * Why, trouble not thy delf about that; 
"fot 'Oodlced thee through the dongdark Jane ofa tedious 
-Gkntf5; Fetaritheendoof itls thyFathers hbuſk, ': And for 
x violent gearh 'tis wotſo:mawriah, whecher friends oreti6- 
nes and weeping or triumphing overthy dead body. , Ni- 


now ſtarids'iri thy. way to the full enjoyment of God. . But | 
bardenſom to thee 7 Why Tb toath to take death by its cold | 


 ]a tear at parting, For mayeſt thou not ſay of this :departure, | 
ns Payf of the depattutesf Onefimes , Philen, .v. 15, | 1f 


| rrican tire as thy body'ſhall not be fentible of the tedious | 
Tengrh of interpoſing times fo neither ſhalt thon be ſolicitous} 
| about thine abſent/friend : for the fruition of God in! that, 
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pleaſe my fleſh, and now have ruin'd: both Oe 


eternally. 


} $ v1 


been copartners in ſo much, guilt ? I damng d my. 7D toſ- 


denied my fleſh to. ſerve Chrif, worn out my h dy in wore 
ſervice of my ſoul; Ihad thereby happily orig for therp 
both, but1 oth at the wrong "9 ada have we 'd Mak 
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The Poem, 


B Are ſceds Wy no great beauty, but TEETH, 
That which they had is loſt ; and quite conſum'd 
They ſoon (a) corrupt, and grow more baſe by odds 
When dead 3 and buried underneath-the clods. 

It falls in (b). baſeneſs, but at length doth riſe 

In glory, which delipfics bohokders.cycs. - - 5.4 
How great a difference have #:cw days OY 
Betwixt it, in the buſhel, and the blade ! 

This lovely, lively emblem aptly may Ok 
Type out the glorious RefurreGQion day, 

. | Wherein the Saints thatin the duſtdo lye, 

Shall riſe irglary, vigour» dignity-.,-; , 

With firging in thae («) more OR 


Ne'ze view'd on;caxthe:- The heayti 6 here, 
Nomore can equalize: theix.ſplendar the Way 


Thatiſhines in htavep 39k the 


In everyſſtxeat;: may, ef 
With glittering es yeni: of 

|Forunto (s): Chellts, mol gloxigus,| FAA 
| Shall be confarmid in glory, at that 
{ Wihoſeduſtrewould; ſhould it 98 
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houſe of clay: 


*Tis now a courſe, and ; 
lodging pay * 
2 


T Bac Oh ! how dear Fo fouls 


#7 x1 
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| (a) Joh.1 2.24] 


1(6) x Cor.rs. 
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Than pinning glen wane icfhiflars.... ory ah | 
AS15195 (1 3 : 


113959 b 07 35115! 4 


falls. ba, b blod + A 
z. avk . [1 9296 25 clot! 


4)Mat.x3-43-{ 


— lice > 


_— Piaget: Or F 


*-- | ficule to diſtinguffR/the' 6nd Fromm the'&ther; ': Theſe\ard his 


= 


” A. —_ MM. T 
4 4 
, 
- 
- 
4 
—_— 


- TOS IS eo A 


Few hore than 'T; for thou my ſout haſt bin” 
| | Withid cheſe tents of Kedar tooped In. 

| Where with diſiempersclog'd, thou mak'ſt thy moans, þ 
| And for deliverance with fears and groanss * . 1 
' Baſt often fued, cheervup, the (f*) time will be - 

; When thou from all theſe troubles ſhalt be free. r79? 
o jarring humors, cloudy vapours, rhevums, 

(Paine, -.aches, or what ever elſe cenſumes, 

' My days in grief ; whilſt in the Chriſtian race, 

Fleſh lags behind 3 (g)wand'tan't keep equal pace 

| With the more willing ſpirit : none of theſe, 

Shall thencefgrth clog thee, or difiurb thine eaſe. 
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CHAP. XIL 
As wheat reſembled; is by iler- fares, Hite evev] 
So vile mee? Hike grace is rofl 5 391% 


OB 9 E R V A T 1 © TA | 

—— i1) 2? A. 7# ; [115095 

E is Feroms obſervations; lai wheatind exrdrane ſo ck | 
alike in theirtirft ſpringing/6p} that tis! excceding'dif- 


words, - ter triticum & Iofhrine ignandits berba oft; & -20n- | 
dum culmus venit ud ficgtn\ 's grand fimilitudo eft :-: & in:diſe 
cerneado auns'alls, diffetlifatantiz;;''The difference 
(Gith he) between the FSA deeb ur: all; or wonderful 
difhcult to diſcern, which "theſe Words of -Cheiſt;/Mat-. 135 
_ | 30. plainly confirm.” Le: them both: afone-til}:the Har- 
| velt 3 thereby \ftitimitipg "both the difficuley of diſtinguiſh- 
ing the tares an oe rg the unwarrantable. raſhneſs |. 
of bold and ha 
which is there ſhadvjw 6d avout e8293%%2 6 310qQtast Tt} Þ 
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The heavenh we of earthiythings, 


t I Ow difficult ſoever it be to: diſcern the difference be- 

, twixt wheat and tares3 yet doubtleſs the eye 'of ſenſe 
can much calier diſcriminate them, than the moſt quick and 
piercing eye:of man can diſcern the difference: betwixt ſpegi- 


their- counterfeits in hypocrites. There are. ſimilar works 
in theſe , whiclr a ſpiritual and very judicious eye may ealily 
miſtake for the ſaving aud genuine effeds of the ſanifying 
Spirit. : 3 } v.11 f Bit) 3072) Fr #39 
Doth the Spirit of God convince. the conſciences of his 
people, of the evil of tin? Rom. 7. 9- 


1 victed, .1 Sam. 15 24-. 


politick retreat. - Many that ſhall never eſcape the damna+ 
tion of hell, have yet cſcaped the pollutions of the world, 
and that by the knowledge of the. Son of God , 2 Per. 
2. 20, B5 h : 

Doth: the ſpirit of the Lord produce that glorious and 
ſupernatural work of faith, :inconvinced anid humbled fouls ? 
in this al/o.the hypactite.apes and imitates the: believer, 4s 
8. 13. - Then Simon himſelf believed alſo, Luke 8.13. Theſe 


away. :, |; 


-1>Poth the precious eye of fairh }.Giſcovering the tranſcemy | 


—Þ os : 
pocrites 
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are they which. for awhile believe,and:in time of temptation fall 
| | | 


ent excellencies that are in Chriſt , inflame the affeRions of | 
the. þclieving ſoul with; vehement deſires and longipgs::#fter | 


- Doth true conviction and: compunGion work reformati- 

on of life, in the people of Gad ?' even hypocrites alſo | 
have been famous for their reſormations. The uniclean ſpisf 
rit often goes out. of the formal hypocrite, by an external res 
formation 3 ;atid:yet ſti. retains bis propriety in+ ther: Moto | © 
12. 43,:44- >: Far that departure is indeed no | miore:than'a | | 


al and common'grace: for all ſaving graces in the Saints Have | 


Hypocrites | have | 
their convictions too, Exod. 10, 19. | Then Pharaoh called for | 
Moſes and Aaron in baſt, and be ſaid, 1 have fianed againſt | 


the Lord your God, and agatiiſt Ja. Thus was Paxl allo con- 


him ?- Strange motions of heart havealſo been ſqupd/ih; hy+ | 
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| pocrites towards Chritt and heavenly things, Fohn 6. 34. 
Lord evermore give ws this bread, Mat. 25. 8. 'Give ws of your 
oyl, for our lamps are gone out, With what a rapture was Ba- 
laam tranſported, when he ſaid, Let me dye tbe death of the 
righteous, and my loſt end be like bis ? Numb. 23.10. 

Doth the work of faith jn ſome believers bear upon its 
top branches, the full ripe fruits of a bleſſed aſſurance ? 
Lo! What ſirong confidences, and high-built perſwalions of 
an intereſt in God, haveſometimes been found, even in un- 
fanctified ones, FJebx 8. 54. Of whom you ſay, that be is your 
God, aud. yet ye have nat known him. To the ſame height of 
confidence arrived thoſe vain ſouls, mentioned in Row...2. 19. 
Yea, ſo firong may this falſe  afſiirance be, that they dare 
boldly ventureto go to the PRI ſeat of God, and there 
defend it; Mat. 7.22. Lord, Lord, have we not prophefied is | 
thy name ? | 0h 

'Doth:the Spirit of God fill the Heart of the aſſured Be- 
liever with joy unſpeakable and full -of Gloxy,: giving chem 
through faith a-prelibation or foretaſie of -heaven''ic {elf, in 
thoſe firft fruits of - it ? How near to this comes that which 
the Apolile ſuppoſes may be found even 'in Apoſtates! Heb. 
6.8, 9. who are there ſaid, to tafte the good word of God, aud 
the 'powers of #he world to come. ' What 'thall-I-fay if real 
Chriſtians delight in Ordinances , thoſe that- are -none may 
alfo delight in approaching to God; Ezek, 33. 32. It may 
be you will ſay, though the difference be! not calily difcern- 
able in their active n xfroins yet, when it {hall come to| 
(offering, there every cye may diſcern it : the falſe- heart 
will chen flinch, -and-cannat brook:that work. And yet,'even 
this-is no infallible. rule neither; .for the -Apoſile in run 
that. the Salamander of hypoczitiemay live in the very flame 
of Maztyrdom, 1- Cor. 13. 3. If I give my bodyto be burnt, 
and have not charity. And it was long fince determined-in 
| this caſe, Non pxnz, ſed cauſa facitMartyrem ; fo that with- 
nn opve che difficulty of diſtinguiſhing them iswery 

ret: 155 oh: - P1109.01 10 Forp e3f9nltuoscs 195f 
:- And: this diffetxence will: yet be more ſubtile -and- undi- 
ſceernible, if 1 ſhould-tell you, that as in ſo many things, the 
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hypocrite roſcmbles the Saint : So there "are other things 


When we find a Pharadh confelling, an Herod pradtiting, as 
well as hearing, a Judas preaching Chrilt, an Alexander 
ventting his lie for:P##}; and'on the other ſide, hall find; 
2 David condemning that m''another-;' which he practiſed | 
himſcH 3 an Hezrkiab glorying in his riches, a Peter 'Eifſem- 


in- which a real Chriſtian may. a too like an hypocrite. 


bling, and even all the Difciples forſaking Chriſt in an Hour ' 
'of trouble and danger. O then ! how hard is it for the cye 
of man to difcern betwixt chaff and wheat ? how many up» 
right hearts are now cenſured, whom God will clear ? how 
many falſe hearts are tow approved, whom God will con- | 
demn/? men ordinarily have no- clear convitive provfs, bat 
only probable ſymptoms, which at moſt can beget but a.con- 


| peremptorily judge either way, may poſſibly wrong the ge- 
neration of the upright 3 oron the other ſide, abſolve and 


| aid it is- no great wonder that dangerous miſtakes are 
frequently made in this matter.” But though man cannot, the 


Lord knoweth who are his, 2 Tim. 2.19. He will have a day 
perfectly to ſever the tares from the wheat, to melt off the 
varniſh of the moſt reſplendent and refined bypocrite, and to 
blow off the aſhes of infirmities, which have covered and 


make ſuch a diviſion as was never yet made mm the world, 


ſhall-men indeed veturn, and diſcern betwixt the righteour and 
thewicked, berwixt bim+hat ferveth God, and bim that 'ſervetb 
bimmer. . Meanwhile (my ſou]) thou canft not better im- 
ploy thyſelf, whether thou be ſound or unſound, than in ma- 
king theſe reflections upon thy- (elf. | 
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iſ - A':Nd js this ? thea Lord pardon the ralhneſ attd »pre- 
{A cipitancy. of any. conſoripusi{pivk ; for-T' have often 


R Ep ony-22 99 een _ 
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| jecural knowledge of anothers ſtate, And they that hall} 
1 zuſtifie thewicked. ! And truly, conſidering what hath 7, 
© 


Lord both can, and will perfe&ly diſcriminate them. the 


obſcured the very ſparks of ſincerity in his peopte. He will | 


how many diviſions ſoeyer there have been-in it. And then: 


The cenſori- ;| 
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2. 
| The preſump- 
tuous ſouls re- 
fletion, 
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-:- 7, {ence of thatgreat day, .imake true anſwer to theſe heartadifh 
' - © . covering queries 3 for: 
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tive, although thou haſt ſaid, Why doſt thou judge thy brother? 
and mby diſt thou ſet at nought thy brotber ? we ſhall allftand be- 
fore the judgment ſeat of Chriſt ; for it is written,as Tlive( ſaith 
the Lord ) every knee ſhall bow to me, and every tongue ſhall con- 
feſs to God, Let us therefore not judge one another any more, 
Rom. 14+10, 11, 12,13. And again. Hethat :judgeth me 
is the Lord, Let us tberefore judge nothing before the time, un= 
till the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things 
of darkneſs, and make manifeſt the counſels of the heart ,, and 
then hhall every man bave praiſe of God, 1 Cor. 4. 4,5.. | 

What if God will- own ſome of them for his Sons, to 
whom I refuſe to give. the reſpe& -of- brethren? I may paſs 


fit qualifications for ſuch a work as this. Can I pierce into 
the heart as God ?-, Can I infallibly diſcover the hidden mo- 
tives, ends,- and principles of ations ? Belides, Omy foul ! 
thou art confcious-of fo much. falfneſs in thy ſelf,” that were, 
there no other conſideration,, that alone might deter thee ' 
from all uncharitable and haſty cenſures. It others knew but 
what I know of my ſelf, would they not judge as ſeverely of 
me, as I do of others ? b5 x 
Thought may not judge the final ſtate'of. anather , yet I 
may and ought to judge the ſtate of my own foul; which is 
doubtleſs a more neceflary and concerning work to me. .F or 
fince every ſaving grace in a Chriſtian hath its counterfeit in 
the hypocrite, how needful is it, tor thee, ( O my foul) to 
make a ſtand here, .and ſolemnly to ponder-this great: quetti+ 
on ! whether thoſe things'whereon I'depend::as my. þbett:evi-! 


works of the Spirit? whether they be ſuch as Gan now 
endure the teſt of the Word, and abide a fair trial at. the bar! 
of my own conſcience ? 

Come then; my ſoul! fet the Lofd beforeithee, to whom: 
the ſecrets of all hearts are manifeſt; and in the awful 


though / thou- canſi not- diſcern the 


the 


boldly anticipated thy judgment, and aſſutried thy preroga- 1 


haſty and headlong cenſures upon others, but where is my | 
| commiſſion for ſo doing ? 1 want not only a commithon, but 


dences far the life to come, be the real, oronly the commony. 


difference 
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| than doubt, I ſhall not endure the day of his coming, Whoſe 
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Firſt, Is my obedience uniform ?. am 1 the ſame marrin af 
times, places and companies ? or rather, am I not exaQt and 
curious in open and publick 3 remiſsand carclels, in priyate 
and ſecret duties ?- ſincere ſouls are uniform ſouls, Pſal.- 119, 
6, the hypocrite is no cloſet-man, Mat. 6. 5. 
Secondly, Doth that which I call grace in me, oppoſe 
and mortihe , or doth it not-rather quietly conliſt with, and 
prote& my luſts and: corruptions ? true grace. tolerates ne 
luſt, Gal. 5. 17..' No, not the boſom darling-corruption, 
|Pſal. 18. 23. TT 6 Dee gin 
Thirdly, Doth that which I call my grace ,. humble, 
empty and abaſe my ſoul? or rather, doth. it not puff, ie. up. 
{with ſelf-conceitedneſs'? all ſaving, grace is. humble grac 
I Cor. 15.10, 
Hab. 2. 4. b 2 j ; - 
Laſtly, Canſt thou (;my foul) rejoyce and bleſs God for 
the grace imparted to others? and rejoyce, if any deſign 
for Chriſt be carried on.in the world by other hands?. or ra- 


no work in which thou.art not ſeen? . 1... ., 
But ftay my ſoul, it is enough : If theſe -be the; ſubſtan; 
tial differences betwixt ſpecial and common grace », I more 


fan is in hand. Do not thoſe ſpots appear upon me, which 
are not the ſpots of his children ? Wo'is me, poor wretch, 
the characters of death are upon my ſoul ! Lord, add power 
to the form, life to the name tolive, practice to the knows- 
ledge, or I periſh eternally! O rather give me.the Saints 
beart than the Angels tongae;, the pooreſt: breathing of my 


neither deceive my felf or others, in maxters ap ſo deep a 
a gay, R 4 F: 


difference betwixt theſe things in another, yet thou mayeſ LE 
and oughteſt to diſcern it. in thy ſelf;;for what man knows || 
the- things of a_man, faye the ſpirit of a man that is in | 


Bnt the ſoul which i lifted up, is not upr ighe | 


ther , doft thou not envie thoſe that excell thee, , and. care for 


Spirit, than the richeſt oxnaments of common. gifts ! let me{- 


everlaſting colequence ! [; :65!2 bug 41 ECT 
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3)Mat. 13.30. 


| 
; [c) Luk. 5.28. 


(z)Sam 1 5.24. 
(a) 1 Pet. 1.8. 


1[(s) Joh. 5. 33, 


(6)Num. 2444+ 


a. a EE OE 


The Poem. 


' F NEaftern Conntries, as good Authors write, 
| & Tares in their fpringing up appear co fighe 3 
'Not Hke it ſelf; a weed 3 bat real wheat 3 © 

' Whoſe ſhape, and form it counterſeits fo neat 3 

. Though *cwould require a moſt judicious eye, 

' The one from tother to diverſthe. 

'Tifl both to fome maturity be grown, 


A 


4 * Ks — 
a 


And then the difference is eaftly known. 

Even thus (2) hypocrifie that curſed weed, 

Springs pp ſo like true grace, that he will necd 
More'than a common infight in this caſe, 

That ſaith this is nor, that is real grace. 

Nere did the curming Actor, though a flave 

Array'd in Princcfy robes; himſelf behave 

Sa likea Kipg 3 as this doth a& the part 

Of faving grace, by its deep hellifh arc. 

Do gracjons foals (2) imelt, mourn and-weep for fn? 
The like jn (3) hypocrites obſerv'd hath been. 
Havetheytheir (4) comforts, joys, aud raptures ſweet ? 
With.them.in comforts. (5) hypocrites do meet. Yr 
In alt Religious duries; they can go Ph 

As far as Saints in ſome things farther too. 1; 
They ſpeak like Angels, (6) and you'l think within | 


| The very ſpirit of Chriſt 3 and grace hath bin. 
| They come ſo neer, thar ſome like Have take. 


y_ Eſaz; this, for that miſtake. © * | 
And boldly call (rhefr gycs with his being dim.) . 
True grace hypocriſie, and dutyſin. + Og 
Yea, many.alfo Jacob like embrace 

Leab tor Rachel, common gifts for grace. 

Andin theiybofoms hug it, till the light | 

Diſcover their mifiake3 and clear their fight. 

_And then like him, confounded they will cry, 

Bs ! *tis Leab curs'd hypocrilic. - 
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Guide me my God, that I may not in 
Of ſaving grace, -nu#(e up this carſed wed; 
1O let my heart by thee at Jaſt be found 
Sincere, and all thy workings on it ſound. 


ſtead 


; Ty pon yupy pets _ o 6 "+ $4 =_ - fir — | 
| CHAP. IX | 
Fowls, weeds, and blaſtings do your corn annoy, coo 'Y 
Emen ſo corruptions would your grace deſtroy, ; . . [dent rocorn,, | 
| y fy, OT .+-- 7 +>, (from ſeed» * 
—— ——— jcinc to Hat 
OBSERVATION. 


TJ" Here are \ _ many others-) three eritical and 
'2 . dangetous periods, betwixt the feed-time and Har 
veſt. The firſt; when corn is newly committed to the earch - 
all that lies uncovered is quickly pickt up by the birds ; and 
much of that which is but flightly covered, is flockt up as 
ſoon as it begins to ſprout , by Rooks and other devouring 


| fowls, Mar. T3. 4. but if it efcape the fowls, and gets root 
{in the carch, yer then is it hazarded by noxious : weeds, 
| which purloin and ſuck away its nouriſhment; whilſt ic {s yer: 


in the tender blade. If by the care of the vigtlane Husband- 
man it be freed from choaking weeds5 yet lafily, as great 
a danger as any of the former {till attends it 3 for oftentimes, 
whillt ic is blowing in the car, blaſtings, and mildews,”ſmice 
it in the talk, "which cuts off the jaice and ſap that houll af- | 


| cen to nouriſh thetar; and ſo fhrivels and drievup: che 
| grain whilſt it is yer immature, whereby it becotnesliketho(e 


ears of corn iti Pharavbs vition, which were thin, and þlaft- 
e&d with the Eaſt wind 3 or like the ears the Pſalmijt ſpeaks;of 
upon the houſe top, wherewith” the reaper tilleth/-not his. 
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: +» ] vour them like the fowls' of ,the air, -did not. the \ſame arm! 
. ©... |thatſowed them, alſo protect them. It fares with grace, as! 


' | theſe are contrary;the one 20 the other, ſo that. ye cannot. do the 


| - By :fleſp here, underſtand the corruption of nature by 


_ 
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—_ grace from the' infancy to the perfetion thereof 
conflicts with far more greater dangers, among(t: 
which it anſwerably meets 'with three dangerous periods ! 
which marvellouſty hazard-it: ſo that-it-is a much greater. 
wonder that itever arrives at its juſt pexfetion. For 1. no 
ſooner hath the great Husbandman diſſeminated theſe holy 
ſeeds in the” regenerate heart, but multitudes of impetuous / 
corriptions immediately aſſault, and would certainly de-! 


with Chriſt its Author, whom Herod ſought to deſtroy in his 
very infancy. . The new creature is ſcarce warm in its ſeat, ! 
{ before it muſt fight to defend its ſelf. This confli& is excel-, 
lently ſet:forth in chat famous Text, Gal, 5.17. The -floſb: 
| inſteth. againſt; the. ſpiriz, aud the ſpirit agsinſt the fleſh, ind! 


#bings that.ye would. - | 
original ſin; and the ſinful motions thereof 3 by ſpirit, not 
the:ſaul, or natara} ſpirit of man ,. but the ſpjrit of God in 


-of the' Spirit, and therefore called by his name. The oppo- 
fition betwixt theſe two is expreſſed by luſting (7 e. ) defiring 
«the mutual ruine and deftrucion of each other z for even when 
they are not ating, yet then they are luſting, there is an op- 
-pofite, diſpoſition againſt cach , other 3 which oppoſition. is 


herice at effective: oppoſition muſt. needs follow', for as 
things are in their natures and principles, ſo they are in their 


F 


man,-viz. thoſc graces in men wala the workmanſhjp4. ' 


bothi a formab and an effedive eppolrien, There are two con- |. 


| trary- forms, to;;men. in every ' Saint, Col. 3,9, 10, From | 


operations and. effects; workings always follow beings | 
fire and ywater axe of. two contrary qualities , and when they 

| meet, they effectively oppoſe each other.' Sin and grace are 
. to oppoſite, that if ſin ſhould ceaſe to oppoſe grace , it | 'Þ 
| PRs ceafe. to be lin 3 and-if grace ſhould not oppoſe fin, 
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| moſt part it doth )' hinder the acting of fin, yet it fo engages | 
| the will againſt it, that it is not committed. with complacen- | 


+ oppoſes it more . conſtantly, it*s like a continual dropping : /a 


| 


ſhould have an heap: For, alas, what are we !t6- 


- 


it would ceaſe to be grace. And this doth much moreen- 
danger the work of grace, than any other enemy it hath 3. 
becauſe it works .agaialſt it more inwardly, conftantly, and 
advantagionſly, than any thing, elſe.can do.. 2. More inward- 
ly 3 for it hath its being and working in the ſame ſout whete 
grace dwells, . yea,-in;the ſelf ſame faculties, ſo that-it not on- 
ly ſets one faculty, againſt another, but the ſame faculty againſt | 


will againſt the will;' ſo that ye cannot do the good, nor 
yet the evil that you would 3 not the good that ye would, 
becauſe when the ſpirit ' moves : to. good , and beats 
up: the heart by. divine ;pulſations ,' exciting it to duty, 


the fleſh. croſſes; and oppoſes it there 3 and-if it can- 


it ſelf, the underſtanding againſt the underſtanding, and the | 


not totally hinder the performance of a duty, yet it 
lames the ſoul upon the working hand , whereby the per- 
formance is not lo ſpiritual, free and compoſed, as it deſires 3 
nor yet the evil that you would commit , if grace were not 
there, becauſe when luſt ſtirs in its firſt motions, e puts 
arub in its way.” ' How can I do this vice ns 7 
againſt God? Gen. 39. 9. And if it cannot ( which for the 


cy. and full content, Rom. 7.15. What Ido T allow not. 2, It 


man ean no more fly from this enemy , than from himſelf. 
There is a time when the Devil leaves tempting, - Mat. 4 11. 
:but no time when corruption ceaſes from, working... And: 
laftly,, it oppoſes grace more. advantagiouſly. than any other 
enemy cando, for it is not only alwayes in the Tame ſoul 


the ſoul which ſuits with it. And yet, O the wonder of free 
grace ! it is not ſwallowed up in victory, it eſcapes this hazard..| 
But '2ly.) it foon .meets with another, though it eſcape 


loving imbraces, claſp about it 3:and did not the: faichfal 


”S 


with-it , but ic is there naturally; it hath, the advantage of | 


this,. eveni.by temptations which ttrjike deſperately at the |. 
yexy life of it-3..for theſe: like_the,:weeds , with. ſeemingly [- 


God now make a way to eſcape, inftead of an hart: ye { 


W 
At ans 
4 - 


Fes 


MSIE HRS 5.5 F 
EINE bd F 6” 
4s” X 0 » 


- IK + £2208 
Fe 3 * © 
- be AX. 
LY +$ 0 tal 

# i. a 

_ by "" 4 v ks I _ *” 

> 0645 Rn a en EE EH EE OIonnY & watt won po , 

: - ; WIT. ao +: - 

4 . %..- ". " £ % 7 3 

\ p . 6 


- — hb wp 


Ser A IR os ent” 7 crilengs 
SY ,-— + ”  _— 


e Tae at" : = EY WP” For Fe 6 
<5 $4 a0 ramp, Of ae - 
* : _ , + 1 bo 
PR X EET ENTS PET Wer 5 x w_ | _ | | 
=. a S * - 4 . S * ; 
5 " 
mo | | | | 
c : \ 
ai % hoy ” 
£ Ss | 


withprincipatitics and powers, and fpiritadl wickednefes In] 

high places? — 
1: - Laftly, fad rclapfes like blaſts and ruſtings do often fade 
4nd greatly eridanger it, when it's even ready for the Harveft. 
| Thus & (ll our with David, whoſe Jaft ways were not like 
his fir; and yet by this, theſe holy fruits are not ntterly de- 
| froyed, becauſe it is the ſeed of God and fo is immortal, 
1 Jobn 5. 4,5. and alſo becauſe the prornifes of perſeve- 
rance and victory made to it, cannot be fruſtrated 3 amongſt 
which theſe are excellent, 1/2. 54. 10. Fer. 34+ $0. 1 Cor.| 
1. 8, Pſah. 1.3. Pſal.:125: 1: | Fobr. 4. 14. So that here is 
matter of unſpeakable ' cormfort.; though the fieſh ſay, 
Ego deficiam: 1 will fail thee 3 though the world fay, Ego de- 
cipiam, I will deceive thee though the devil ſay, Ego eripr- 
piam,T will ſnatch thee away 3 yet aslong as Chriſt ſaith,l will 
|-never leave thee nor forſakethee thy graces arc ſecure; in the 
midfi of all theſe enemies. - EP 


REFLECTIONS. 


His foul of mine was once plowed up by conviction, 

and ſown ( asTthought ) with the ſeed of God. In 

thoſe days many purpoſes and good refolutions began to chink 
}and bud forth, promifing a bleſſed Harveſt : But O! (with 
what confternation and horror ſhould I fpeak it; ) the cares 
and pleaſures of this life z the hats and corruptions of my 
baſe heart ſpringing up, have quite deſtroyed and choakt jt 3 
by which it appears, it was not the ſeed of God, as I then| 
imagin'd it to be 3 and now my expeQed harveſt ſhall be an 
heap, in the day of grief, and deſperate ſorrow, Fa. 17. 11. 
I had convidtions, but they are gone: troubles for fin, con- 
ſcience of duties, but all is blaſted, and my ſoul is now as a 
barren held, which God hath curſed. . 
Wo is me! I haye revoired from God, and now that 
dreadful word, Fer. 17.5, 6. evidently fulfilled vpon' mi 3 
Far T am like the beath in the deſart, that ſeeth not when good 
cometh , my ſoul inhabits the parched plates of the wilderneſs. 
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| Alas! all my formaland heartleſs duties were but as ſo many|. b ? 
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ſcaxe-crows in the field; which could not'defend-thefe flight 


theſe principles been the ſeed of God, no doubt they would 
have. continued and overcome the world, 1 Fobs 2: 19. 


cultivated wilderneſs, than-with ſuch a GC— 
les the great Husbandman plow.thee up the ſecond time, and: 


weeds, and mildews axe to the corn? O what need have 1 
then to watch my heart» and keep it with all diligence for 
in the life of that grace is wrapt up the life of my foul. He: 
that carries a candle in his hand in- a bluſtring ftormy night, 
had need to cover it cloſe, left it be blown out, and he left 
'in darkneſs. O let me never ſay, God hath promiſed it ſhall 


. | perſevere, and therefoxe I necd not beſo ſolicitous to pre-| 


(erycit 3 for as this inference:is quite oppoſite to the nature 
of true grace and aſſurgnce, which never encourage to carc- 
leſncſs, but provoke the ſoul to an induſtrious uſe of means 
to preſerve it, So, it is in in it ſelf an irrational and ſenſleſs 
' concluſion, which will never follow from any Scripture pro- 
' iſe : for although it is readily. granted, that God hath 
: made many comfortable and feet promiſes to the graces of 
his people, yet we muſt expect to enjoy the benetits and bleſ- 
{ fings of all thoſe promiſes, in that way-and- order in - which 
' God hath promiſed them 3 and that.is inthe carefu] and di- 
ligent uſe of thoſe means which-he hath-preſcribed, Ezek, 36. 
36, 37. for promiſes do not exclude, but imply the uſe of 
means, Ads 27.31. I know my life is determined to a day, 
to an hour and I ſhall live- out every minute God hath ap- 


Phylick to preſerve it. | | 

To conclude, let all doubting Chriſtians refle& feriouſly 
upon this truth, and ſack marrow and fatneſs out of ic to 
ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh them againit all their fears 3 your 
life, your ſpiritual lite,- hath for many years: hanged in ſuf- 
pence before you 3 and-you haye-oftenfaid with David , 1 


wor from being devoured. bythe infernal fowls. | 
| 


Wretched ſoul ! thy cafe is ad, it will bebetter with-theun-l - 
foyl, un-| 


ſow thy heart with better ſeed, .- i 
 Andarecthe corruptions of my heart to grace, what fowls, | 


| pointed; but yet, I am bound to provide food, rayment and} - 


_—_— 


j 
' 
| 
2, { 

The careleſs 
ſouls refleRQi- | 
| 


oll. 


Rs 
The doub:ingf+ 
ſouls refle&ion{ 
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i | ſhall one day fall by the hand-of Sad: Deſpoundings. teen = 
= |. | lngh” 54. 24 
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more care of that, precious ſeed of his own ſpirit in thee; 


the day of Chrift ? Phil. 2.6. Hath he not ſaid, Tgive wato 
them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh ? John 12. 28, 
Haſt thou not many times faid , and thought of it, as thou 
doſt now, and yetit lives? O, what matter of unſpeakable 
joy and comfort is this to upright ſouls! Well then, be not 
diſcouraged, for thou doſt not run as one uncertain, nor fight 
as one that beats the air,” 1 Cor. 9. 26, but the foundation 
of God ſtands ſure, having this ſeal, the Lord knows who 
are his, 2 Tim. 2.19. Though thy grace be weak, thy 
God is ſtrong, though the ſtream ſeem ſomtimes to fail, yet 
it's fed by an everlaſting flowing fountain. 4 Hes 


Y 


| J (1)Mar. 13:4,5 


T5 (2)Mat. 13.7-; 


The Poem, 


2 *F"Is juſtly wondered that an ear of corn, 

T Should come at laſt in fafty to the Barn. 
It-runs through-many hazards, threatning harms. . 
Betwixe the ſowers hands, and reapers arms. 


| The earth no ſooner takes it from the ſack 


But you may ſee behind the ſowers back | 
A troop of (1,) thieves, which would at once deſtroy 
That ſeed in which lies hid the ſeed of joy. 

This dangerous period paſt, jt ſoon doth fall 

Into a ſecond no lefs critical. 

It thooteth forth the tender blade, and then 


Fhe corn, as flattering Tvygeth the oak. _ ©. - 
Eck. C8; 
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ling ſoul, lifrup thine 'eycs/ and 10ok upon'thi fields 3 the 
6rn lives'(till; and-grows up : though birds haye watcht to | 


evour-it; ſnows have'covercd it, beafts have cropt it, weeds | 
have almoſt choaket; yet it's preſerved. And hath not God |' 


than any Husbandman hath of his corn ? hath he not ſaid, |: 
That baving begun the good work in thee, be will perfett it'ta 


The noxious (2) weedy enouider it agen - PW. 
{ Theſe claſp about it till they-Kindly choak - 6 * 
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Are weeds deſiroyed, and all chat FR Tall > > Ss ET 
Lo now another comes, the worſt at laſt. 

For when ith car it blows, to ken, 

As mildew (3) ſmites it which youcan't diſerys 

Nor any way prevent, tijl all be loſt; - 

The corn deſtroy'd with all your hopes and colt. 

Thus ſaving grace, that precious ſeed'of joy; 

| Which hell and nature plot (4) how to deſtroy, 

Eſcapes ten thouſand (5) dangers firſt and laft. 

O who can ſay now all the danger's paſt ? 

"Tis like a crazy bark toſt in a ſtorm, 

Or like a Taper which is firangely born | 

Without a lanthorns in a blaſiring n ight K.--- 

Or like to glimmering ſparks whoſe dying light 

Is ill preſerv'd : The roaring waves fwell high 

Like moving mountains in the darkned sky 

On their proud backs the little bark is even . 

Mounted unto the battlements of heaven, . 

From thence diſmounted to the deeps doch dide | 

Receiving water upon every fide 3 Ne 6 

Yet he whoſe voice the proudeſt waves obey . 

Brings it at laſt into the quiet key. + ++ 

The bluſtring winds ſtrive with a fatal puff, -* 

To bring the taper to {i fouffs -_.; 

Their churliſh blaſts. it, and then ; 

Our gentle breath xecovers Þ 

The fainting ſparks beneath che aſhes lye, 

| Where choakt and (mother'd they begin to dye 3 
But theſe colle&ed, we do gently wy 

[Till from faint ſparks to ec fame 

Even thus:is grace preſery'd, . thus kept wad a + 

Byconſtant wonders, Grace doth live and Hts.” 


4 


_- || Y 


. 


(3) Hag-216g37 
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(4)-Gal.y.xW $ ; 
(5) Rev. gee} > 
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OBSERVATION. 


| T? E expeQation'of 'a'gor 

Husbandman with oi rd re to digeſt all hifs 1a- 
 bours, he that | x 'Cor..'6., 19. arid. 
| they are not ſofity oe ehink, they Fan preſently be par- 


APPLICATION: 


AN alittle Co A We toUſpcſt {6 may diffcuilt 
labours ,*&14 th fret Wl writ Mviticible ipariente 
| till the gong time com P26 Rf wy moreftionld” the'!expotta- 
| tion of eterna TL loty fiet "brtify my ſpiric againtt'all 
1 intercurrerithi 160 MBit leaft'of wrongs 
a Chriſtian to be of EY and impatiene ſpirit. -' bt:Je 
ſown for — NN. 1a Is Jo ewy ty hears,” ſalts 
92.11, we nwWi#Hb, $ci2Fim. $75 Be 
patient Far th by SBM. fo the' coniivig-af” the Lord drips 
| #eer-. There are three great arguments to perſwade Chri- 
|| ftians to a long ſuffering and patient frame under ſufferings. 
(3) The example of Chriſt, 1/2. 53. 7- tothink how quiet- 
ly he ſuffered all injuries and difficulties with invincible pa- 
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Harveſt ﬆ aft, makes' tHe | 


takers of thcir hope,” tior fofooliſh'to anticipate the” Harveit,, 
by cutting down tHeir Yd before (it 'be' fifly ' ripened," bir, 


are content to plow ind Weed it; and: when it's folly 
_ then they* 6 tee io he tn "tied "pe n_ 
| wit JOY» = 


Fred ſuſſicient to ſhame the beſt of Chriftians., who are | 
t ſpirits.. Lhive read. ok. 0! one Elezarius a noble | Þ 
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man, that when his wife wondred . at ) his. exceeding great || 
patience in bearing injuries he: thus anſwered her, = 
know ſometimes my heart is ready to riſe with indignation! 
againſt ſuch as wrong me, but I preſently begin to think of 
the wrongs that Chriſt ſuffered, and ay thus to my. ſelf, al- 
though thy ſervant ſhould pluck thy- beard, and ſinite thee | 
on the face, this were nothing to' what thy Laxd ſuffered;: 
he ſuffered more and greater things > and aſſure; your ſelf, 
(wife) I never leave off thinking on the injurics doge to my | 
Saviour, till ſuch time as my mind be ill and quiet., To tt 
purpoſe it was well noted by Bernard, ſpeaking of. Chrif's 
humility 3 was ' Chriſt the Lord of Gloxy thus | le. 
| 


and emptied of his fulneſs of Glory ? and ſhall ſuch a wo; 
as Ifwell? (2) Thedeſert of fin, Lam. 3. 39. by nh the 
living man complain ? It was a good ſaying of blefled Green- 
| ham: Whenin lies beayy, affliction lies light. {Hop a 
famous inſtance which Dr. Taylor give us- of the Dyke £ 
Condey; Thaye read ( faith he.) when the; Duke of-Condie 
had voluntarily entred into the incommodlties of a ' religions 
poverty and retirement ;' he was ane day ſpied and pitied by 
a Lord of 1taly, who out of tenderneſs wiſht him to he moxe 
careful and nutritive of his perſon 3 the good: Dake anſwer- 
| cd, Sir, be not troubled, and think pot that] am. ill ppyj- 
ded of conveniencies, for I ſend an harbinger before. me 
that makes ready my lodgings , 'and- takes .care that þ be 
royally entertained. The' Lord asked him who was his 
Harbinger ? He anſwered, the knowledg of my ſ(clf, and | 
the confideration of what I deſerve for my fins, which is 
Earnal torments 5 and when with this knowledge I arviye a 
my lodging ,” how unprovided ſoever I find-3t , methinks ;j 
Js ever better than I deſerve 3 and as the ſenſe of fin which me 
rits he, ſweetens preſent difficulties : $0,-( to come how 
tothe preſent limilitnde ). do the expeRations, and hopes of 
] 4 bleſſed harveſt, and reward in Heaven. This made 4brg | 
| Hlizig to-wander up.and down many years. as.:a ira: 
[the warld';, for he looked for a. City: that bath foundations, | 
whaſe builder and maker is God. The hopes of ſuch a hary; 
is. incouragement enough to Sonny 'and'wait long yet 
; ” 2, 
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| ral cauſe its effet. So is it in reference to our ſpiritual har- 


| wait till the divine decrees be accompliſhed, -and the time of 
'|'the promiſe be fully come 3 In'due time we ſhall reap, if we 
'| faint not. 'To which patient expeQation, and quiet wait- 
'| ing for the glory to come, theſe following conſiderations are 


| it will not be long to the: harveſt 3*and the longer he waits, 


| when he firſt believed, Rom. 13.11. What a ſmall point of 
| time is our waiting time, compared with eternity ? yet a few . 


' | © The Husbandman can-find'other work to do, before the 


ſome Chriftjans are'{o impaticnt'6f ir,” 'that they would fain 
be reaping before'the time 3 but as God hath by an'unaltera- 
ble law of nature, appointed both the ſeaſons of Seed time 
and Harveſt ( whichare therefore called the appointed weeks 
of the harveſt" Jer.! 5:24. and theſe cannot be haſten*d;; but: 
when'we havedone all that we can on our part, muſt wait cill 
God ſend the former and htter rain, and given every natu- 


veſt we ate appointed to ſweat in the uſe of all God's ap- 
intments, and when we have done all» muſt patiently 


"of exccllent uſe. 
- As the Husbandman knows when the ſeed time is paſt, 


' the nearer {till it is-+ So the Chriſtian knows, It is but yet a 


little while, and be that ſhall come, will come, and will not 
tarry, Heb. 10: 37. And that now bis Salvation is nearer than 


 dayes more, and then comes the long expected and welcome 


reaping time come 3 he need not ſtand idle , though he can- 


and ſuch work as is only proper to' this ſeaſon. You may 
'| now reprove fin, exhort to duty, ſuccour the diſtreſſed, this 
J __ work, and this is your only time for ſuch work the 


| tbink it meet (faith-Peter) as long as I am in this tabernacle® to. 
| ftir up your minds, knowing ſhortly, that 1 muſt put off this taber= 


| [antwilling to husband this preſent moment as well as I can 


not yet reap. And cannot a Chriſtian find-any work todo for 


| God, till he comes to Heaven ? O, there is much work to do 


ole of eternity will be taken up in other imployments, 1 


nacle, 2 Pet. 1.13, 14- 9. d. 1know I have buta little time 
to work among yon, I amalmoſt at heaven; and therefore 


| for you.. O Chriftians! yow need not fand idle; look round. 
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you received the firſt fruits. of that glory ? have you not ear- 
neſts, pledges, and tirſt fruits of it? *Tis your own fault, if 
every day you feed not upon'ſuch blcfſed comforts of the ſpi- 


are moſt fit for itz. the child would pluck the apple-while it's; Ip 
| : greeny. 
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about you upon 'the multitude of forlorn ſinners, ſpeak now] 
to them for God, ſpeak now to God for them; for ſhortly 


you ſee them at Chriſt's Bar 3 God leaves you here for their 
ſakes, up and be doing : If you had done all you were to do 
for your ſelves.and them, he would have you to heaven. im- 


you ſhall ſo ſpeak no more, you ſhall fee them no more till | 


mediately ,. youſhould not wait a moment longer for your 
lory. 

. Husbandmen know, though they cannot yet gather in the 
precious fruits of the earth, yet all this while they are ripen- 
ing and preparing for the harveſt z they would not-houſe it 
green, or take it before its time. ' And is not this alſo my 
preparation time for = As God prepared heaven for 
his people, by an eternal decree, Mat. 25. 34. by an a of 
creation, Heb. 11- 10; by the death of Chriſt , which made- 
a purchaſe of it, Heb. 10. 19, 20. and by his aſcenſion into'it, 
Fobn 14. 2, 3. So the reaſon why we are kept here, is in or- 
der to our htting for it. Heaven is ready, but we are not-ful- | 
ly ready; the Rgra is tit to receive the corn, but the corn is 
not yet fit to be gathered intoit. But for this ſelf ſame thing 
God is now working us, 2 Cor. 5.5. he is every day at work, 
by Ordinances, and by providences, to perfe& his work in 
us3 and as ſoon as that is finiſhed, we ſhall hear a voice like 
that, Rev. 11.12. Come up hither, and immediately we ſhall 
be in the ſpirit : for how ardently ſoever we long for that de-: 
firable day, Chriſt longs for it more than we can do. 

The Husbandman is glad of the firſt fruits , that encoura- 
ges him ,' though the greateſt part be yet out ; -and have not 


rit, Rom. 8.23. Rom. 5.2. 1 Pet. 8.9. Ohow might the 
interpofing time, even all the days of yqur patience here, be | 
{weetned with fuch prelibations of the glory to come! | 
 Husbandmen know *tis beſt'ro-reap, 'when ?tis tit roreap 3-| 
one handful fully ripe, is worth many ſheaves of green corn.. 
And you know, heaven will be ſweeteſt to you, when you. 
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I. 
{The longing 
4 ſouls retieRi- 
(fon, 


cn, but be might gather it eaſier,” and taſte it ſweeter, 

y taxryivg longer for it- We would fain be glorificd per ſal- 
tum. When we have got a taſt of heaven, we are all in haft 
to be gone. Then, O that had wings like adove! I would 
flic away, and be at reſt, Then we cry to God for our ſelves, 
as Moſes for his ſiſter Miriam, Heal her [now] O God, T be- 
ſeech thee, Numb. 12. 13. Glorify me now, O Lord, I pray 
| thee ! But ſurely, as God hath contrived thy glory in the beſt 
of ways, ſo he hath appointed for thee the fitteſt of ſeaſons 3 
and when ever thoy art gathered into glory, thou ſhale come 
as a ſhack of corn in its ſeaſon, 


REFLECTIONS. 


[ Have waited for thy falvation, O God ! Having received 
thy firſt fruits, my foul longs to fill its boſome with the 
full ripe ſheaves of gloxy. As the heart panteth for the water 
brooks, ſo panteth my ſout for thee, OGad! O, when ſhall I 
comeand appear before God ? I deſire to bggdiflolved , and 
\ to be with Chriſt. When ſhall I ſee that moſt lovely face ? 
When ſhall I hear his ſoul-tranſporting voice ? Some need 
patience to die, I need it as much to live! Thy fights, O 
God, by faith, have made this world a burden, this body a 
burden, and this ſoul to cry like thirſty Navid,: O that one 
would give me of the waters of- Bethlebem to drink ! The 
Husbandman longs for his Harvett, becauſe it is the reward 
of all his toy] and labour; but what is his harveſt to mine ? 
what is a litcle corn to the enjoyment of God ? What is the 
joy of Harveſt, to the joy of Heaven? ;what are the ſhoutings 
of men in the. fields, to the acclamationus of glorified ſpirits 
in the Kingdom of Gad ? Lard, I bave gone forth bearing 
more precious {5ed than they 3. when-thall I return rejoyce- 
$444: bringing my {bgayes -with me ? -Their Harveſt comes 
| when chey xecgiyeaheir earn, amine'comes when I leave it. 
.Q, mych, debred /Haryef! .© day of the gladneſs of my 
beaxt ! Haw Jang Lord? :How dotig?. Here 1 wait as the 
PRE man at Betbeſdah's $oylJooking when my:turn will come; 
|-byt,every one eps into heayen betore me .yet Lord, Lan 

| content 
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(content to wait till my time be fully come. I'would be coin- | 


' man waiteth, and ſo will-13 for'thou'art a God of judgment, 


t and ſettle it (elf in the love of this animal life ? How doth it 
hug, and wrap up itfelf in -the:garment of this mortality, 


{ tent to wait always ? O my ſenſual heart ! Is this life of hope | -- 
as contentful to thee, asthe We of-vition will-be ? Why Yoſt 

| thou not groan within thy ſelf, *that this mortality tight be : 
| ſwallowed up of life? doth 'net-the Scripture 'deſcribe'the 
| Saints by their earneſt looking fbr the tnercy of our Lord Je- 
| fus unto eternal life ? Judges 21. By their baſtening unto the\| 
| coming of the day of God, i2 Ped, '3. 12, What /is the matter | 
| that my heart hangs back ? doth-guilt 1ye npon my conſci-- 
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itent to ſtay for my glorification, till Þ have finiſht the work 
'of my generation 3 and When'T have done the will of God, 
(then to receive the promiſe. If thou have any work on earth 
'touſe me in, I am contenit'to ubide:; Behold , 'the Husband- 


and bleſſed are all they that waitifor thee. | 
But how doth my floathful-ſoul:fink-down' into the fleſh, 


| not deſiring to be removed herice, to the 'more perfe& and 
bleſſed ſiate ? the Husbandman indeed is content! to tay till 
the appointed weeks of che Harveſiiz but wonld hebe con- 


The | 


" "% 


ingring 


fauls refle&ti> 


Olle 


ence ? Or have I gottctiinto-a peaſant 'condition in” the: 
world which makes me ſay as Petey on the'Monnt, Þr*s goo 

zo be bere ? Or want I the aſſurance of a better. ſtate ? Muſt: 
God make ally earthly axtifbits tie, before T ſhall bewil-! 
ling to die ? Awake Faith ,*awake 'my Love 3' beat up the 
drowzy deſires of my +f6nl, that E may ſay, 'make haſt' my: 
Beloved, and come away. | 


4 


_— 


a as bf Bon OO 
WB Pl . 6-8 
44 


> | 267 
w i4-A5 
* —w 1 - 
” 


IT c y ha. , 

OR RE bh 7 I" © a 

by n Wea . Wy 
ate a = ERP Pia FE —— 


*\Þ 


| (1) Jokn 4.35 


| (2) x Cor.9.10 


; (4) Jam. 5+ 7+ 


| (9)Pial. 4:6 47 


(3)1 Cor. 9.10 


(5) Gal. 517: 


C65) 1 Pcte4-18- 


7) ROM. I 7, 
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| | {1) As 5, 19% 


j Then 
>; 65% Joy fol hall Sin E: 


The Poem, 


N? prudent Husbandman expeas : 


the fruit of. what he ſows, 
Till every cauſc have its effects 3 
and (1): then he reaps and mows. 


He works in (2) hope the year throughout, 
and counts no labour loſt 3 

If when the ſeaſon comes about 
His Harveſt (3) quits his coſt. 


This rare (4) example juſtly may 
rebuke, and put to ſhame 3 

My foul which ſows its ſeed one day, 
and looks to reap the Bene. 

Is curſed ( 5) nature now become 
ſo kinda ſ{oyl to grace, | 

That to perfeRion it ſhould come 
within ſo ſhort a ſpace. 


Grace ſprings not up with (peed and (6) caſc : 


like muſhrooms in a night - 
But rather by (7) degrees increaſe 
as doth the (8) morning light. 


Is corn {6 dear to husbandmen ? 
much more is (9) heaven to me, 


| Why ſhould not I have patience then ? 


to wait as well as he. | thu 


Fg 


ees are (ets 


Toy (1.) appointed years. 
ir d beyond its fears - 


=. 7 4 
<< 4 
F ; : 
E. : #4 S; 
Ly | 


my 


- 
. . 


«of 


OL Rd id AD 
I EE: A IF. 5 
ka x2 - _ 


- " a> "Hee a — . —_ : —_ 
= 4 v Fo "WF 7.9 R342 "E, 7 2 PIE” 
S 4 /& . Eerfa x $ #4 
#& ® 


pc ds S; 


3. 
Ie) 
ou 


© 4. . 
, F-4 
- 4 2 
= 


; How: (2) | ſmall-a pait-of; haſly times/!: -:2l! 
which ( 3) \quickly: willexpire, 36-62) .(014! 

# | - Dothme within this world confine, :{ -- , 
| -and then comes my deſixe, .:.,. 


, TTY 


Come Lord,. (4) how:long ! my.foul hath gaſp'd. 
faith my affeftions (5) warms. 


. in its xedeemers arms. 


- 


| The time ſeems (6) long, . yet here Ple lye | 
'F 4 .tillthou my. God dacall, \ 2 4 ty (hn 
* It is enough, eternity - 
will make'{(7) ainends forall. |: 
1 : 7 $3 : 
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Corn fully ripe, is reap'd, and gatherd _—_—— 
So rſt your ſelves when ripe in grace or ſitt.- 
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< THen the fields are white: to harveſt, then Husband- 


: V : men walk through them, rub the cars,; anthuding' 


V 


4 {and Sickles, ſend for their harveſtmen, -who: quickly reap 
.F {and mowthem down; wer e-naj an rt Saas who 
; ſtiech ic up > from the field where it grew, it's cparfied to 

Barn where. it is threſhed out's the good 8 
into an heap, the chai{ ſeparated and burnt; or 
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O when ſhall my poor.ſoul be <laſp'y, ; 13.20! ih THF" 


grain full and: ſolid, they preſently prepare: their -Sirhes/ 


dunghil, how bare and naked do the fields loGk after harvel 
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(6)Rom, 8.25} 
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( 7)Rom. 8. 18.}. 


(2)Reb 13.14] 
(3)Heb. 1710+ ee 
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7 before nn. like the ;garden of Eden, : ahdbehind chad a a || 
* !\dcſolate wilderneſs 3 andinirſome'places its gſual to ſer fire to 

| the dry (tubble, when che corn is houſed 3 Wn uy fu- | 
' rioutly, and covers it all with aſhcs. | 


41A ZE PLGCATION, 
"6 
HE ApplicationlCitiis; I. find: mnnle co'my bands, by | .:* 
Chriſt himſelf in Mat. 13. 38;39. The field is the 
world, the good ſeed are the Chitden of the kingdom, the tares ) 
are the children of the mick, 4 one, zhe:enemy that ſowed them is 
 #he devil, the barveſt is the end of the world, the FEADEEs aje 2he 
Angels. 

The field is the world > there both.che godly and ungodly 
| Jive and grow together, till they be both ripe, and then 
they (hall both be reaped down by death; death is the Sickle 
that reaps down both. I will open this Allegory in the fol-| 
lowing particulars, 

In a catching harve when the Hasbandman ſees the clouds || 
begin to gather and grow black, he hurries in his corn with | 
' all poſſible haſi, '* and houſes day and vight. - 
| Sodoth Gad thie great Husbandmap,, he hurrics the Saints 
 into- their graves, when judgments are coming upon the 
world, 1/a. 57.1. The righteous periſh and no-man layeth it ta.| 


her and merciful men are taken away none conf! dering that | 


the righteous is takers avay from'thi evil 20 como, Methuſalab | 
dicd the year before the the flood, 4wſtine a little before the 
ſacking of Hippo, Parews jaſt before the'taking of Heid/eherge,) 
Lavheriailitsle before the Wars: brake :out 'Iy-Germany 3 Ne 
whatifpealrh of' tingle Saines-?: 'Sometiznes/ithes Lord: hauſes? 
meas wlinbery togetheryibefore ſome: (weeping: judgment. 
: Uhiblodamyt brighriand: glorious ifrars did fer- almoſt 
cogtrkrby within thecompaſs of-ai few yearsto-the aſtonith- 
ment: of ;many. wiſe and vender hearts 715 anne I Crepe 
have'ef rhemrankedia' wana Begg: 
ill 493% Fool bin adi of bofen br 
The: teamed TwiffSowiedtfirfty fac was his hay 
{ Then\haly,Pad peragh, Lev, 'Gonpe;" ms, 
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Hill, Whitaker, grave Canaan) 
.*Periie,, Marſhal; Robinſon, val 7 
\ + Lhavenot nam*dchem half; >cheir only friſe,, - S 
;, Hath been {of late } who ſhould firſt part with life. - 
-; : "Theſe few:whoytt larvive; tigk of this age + 
© Long tohavedone their\parcs-and letyerhe iage. 2 © 
TheiLord: ſees It beccer for thety to be tinder groand than 
1 above:ground 3 2nd therefore by a frerciful providence. ſets 
{| them our of- harnigways (© i» 
;Neither -the. corfy, dr fares, can poſſibly rei the harp 
aid keen Sickle , .wheh e's pple 70/ that bythe reapers 
hand ;: meictier can the! god! goely Se gagel reluſb fe froke of 
dcath whow-Got-inflitsit 3 BetlY. '8/8.7 No man cunkgep 


in that Way, The frail ofrman is 49 unable to withſtend 
that-firoke; us the weak ravds; 'or Feeble alles of earn -art to 
rehſt-the keen Syche and ip SILK.” qt) HINTS * 
---Fhe reapers teceive the wha Which they tut dow!:;/lht6 
their arms:and bofory. 1 Hens that expreffion; by way of 
imprecation upon the wicked, "Pal, 129, 4.- Letthem 'be as 
| the graſs upon the bouſe top which withers before it grow? tp, 
wherewith tbe mower fillavh got big hand, nor by '#h#t birdeth 
fbezves: bir-boſom. ' 1 Suh withered aſs are me os 
are never'taken into rhe reaper3 bokomy batds (6h is roo 
are cat down by death, they kill ito the hars wid boſottk 
of. the Angels.of God; who'bearthern in vlich* arms and! 4 
foms to God their: fatter, wry 16 22.) For look, "as < 
bleſſed ſpirits didl)exceedingly Kejoyce-ut' thife=conver 
Luke, v5; £0 knd thought K nodithofiouyt6rhitfifivr Sens 
whilſt they ioed in the tiel&) #12 1493 42" 85 WRAY they are 
crown bydrathi,chey wilfrejbyec t6 be dir Gord —* 
wy Ae 
When, the: torn and weeds are: reaps a 
they ſhall mayer grow any whore in that ficlÞ 3 Helthes/ Uh 
weovrenreury tofive artianttnal life er deAch, 
T2 9810! H4ryhiielmidis on 
that yoreb dojpirr0 bt grave'ſhall ed! 


olive his own ſoul'in theday of deuth,. and dere © md diſcharge 
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| * fom3 yet in his ſpiritual capacity , he never dics before he 
| «© he ripe. God ripens his ſpeedily, |when heintends toitake 


|-nels for judgement the ſcripture -often ſpeaks ,' Ger. 15. 16, 


* | ſaid, Fer.:51, 13. O thou that dwelleſtwepon many waters, thint 


| full, the fats overflow, for their wickedneſs is great. Where note, 


Chapter ) the reapers are never ſent to cut'down the harveſt 
| till it be fully ripe 5 neither will God- reap down Saints or 


« for whenſqever they dye they dye in a, good age 3. yea, 


— —_ —_— 


Laſly, (to come home to the- particular objet of this 


ſinners, til} they be come to.a maturity of grace or wicked- 
neſs. Saints are xot reap'd down till their grace be fully ripe, 
Job 5..26. Thom. ſhalt come touby grave int @ full age, as @ ſhock, 
of corn .cometh in bis-ſesſen., . © Not | that :every godly man{ | 
& in ſuch a fu}l old age (ſaith Mr. Caryl on the place)} 
« but yet in one ſenſe it is an univerſal truth,and ever fulfilled; 


< though they-dyc.in the ſpxing and flower of their youth, 
F they dic itz a;good old agg,; ( #, &. ): they are ripe for: death 
* when ever they die;: When ever a godly man dies., it is 
<« harveſt time with him, though in a natural capacity he be 
« gut ' down while he is green, and cropt in the bud or bloſ- k 


« them out of the-world (ſpeedily: he can let out ſuch warm 
< rayes and beams. of his. fpixit upon , them , as ſhall ſoon 
'© maturate the. ſeed of grace into a. preparedneſs for glo- 
© ry. 2 I LN ” | 

The wicked alfo have theirgipeving time for. hell, and 
judgement: God doth: with.much- long ſuffering endure the. 
veſſcls of wrath, : pgepared for ; deſtruction. ' Ot their ripe- 


The: fin of the Amorites is not yet fall. And of Babylon, itis 


endis come and the meaſure of thy covetouſueſs, | 
*Tis. woxth remarking» that. the meaſare of the ſin, and 

the end gf, the ſinner come! together. So Feel. 3, 13, Put: 

in the ſickde, for the barveſt of tbe earth is, ripe, for the preſs is 


figners are not cut down till they be ripe and- ready. Indeed 
they axgmever, ripe;for death, noxready-for the-grave 5, thab 
1s; tat tordije 2, yer they, are always ripe-for waath , and ready 


tor\bel]. befare they dic-. , Now... as. Hushandmen judge of | | 
the xigenelsof their haxveſt,, by the colour, and; hardocſs of |} 
che _ grain.z. ſo, may. we judge of the ripeneſs both. of | 'F 
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Saints and finners, for heaven or hell, by theſe 
figns. . | 


Three ſigns of the maturity of grace. ' » 


VV Hen the Corn is near ripe; it blows the head, and 

ſtoops lower than when it-was greer,” When the 
people of God are near ripe for heaven', they grow more 
humble and ſelf-denying, than in the days of their firſt pro- 
feſſion. The longer a-Saint grows in this world, the betcer 
he is ſtill acquainted with his own. heart, and his obligations 
to God both which are very humbling things. Pax! had one 
foot. in heaven, : when he called himſelf the chiefeſt of ſinners, 
and leaſt of Saints, 1 Tim. 1. 15. Eph, 3. $. A Chriſtian in 
the progreſs of his knowledge and grace, is like a veffel' caft } 
into the-Sea, the-more it fills the deeper it finks. Thoſe that 


Keots in their apprehenſions 3 ſtill with theincreaſe of learn- 


When harveſt is nigh, the grain is more folid and pithy 


went to ftudy at Athenr' ( faith Pluterch ) at firſt coming ,} 
ſeemed to themſelves to be wiſe men afterwards,. only 1o- | 
vers of wiſdom, and after that, only-rhetoricians, ſach as ! 
could ſpeak of wiſdom, but knew little of it , and aſt of all } 


than eves it was before green corn is ſoft and ſpungy, but | - 


ripe corn is-ſubantial and weighty : So it is with: Chrifti- 
ans3 the affeions of 'a young Chriſtian perhaps are more 
ferverous and ſprightly , but thoſe of a grown Chriſtian are 
more;udicious and ſolid 3 their love to Chriſt abounds moxe 
and more in all judgment, Phil. 1: 9. The'limbs of a Chifd | 
are more active and plyable, but as he-grows up to a perfect! 
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| the I and —_ of teddy | Chriſtians: to their 
| expected glory 3 they haſten to the coming of the Lord, or 
as Montanus more fitly renders it,they haſten the coming of the 
Eord3 (#.e.) they arc urgent and inſtant in their deſires 
and gries to halen his coming) itheir- deſires fally forth to 
| meet the Lord, they willingly take death by the hand 3 as 
| the corn bends to the earth, {o.do theſe ſoulsn0 aver This: 
ſ\liews their harveli to von NEAT 


* : i 
q » 


Sd 


_—_ 


W 


| APPEAT« 


uickly 


clude hoſe fouls not .to be far from wrath upon whom they 


"When 4 is ; waſted and prowepat fedling) having 
no remorſe'for fin 3 when-it ceaſes to-cheek ;  reprove. /and. 
ſmite for {in any more, the dayof that ſinner is at hand, his 
haryeſt is even come. 
|is the excatel}. of ſins 3 this was the caſe of Fhe forlorn Gentiles, 
| among whom Satan had, fuch a plentiful harveſtz the pati» ! 
| ence,of God fuffered ghem to grow:till their conſciences #fere 
grown ſcared and paſt feeling, Eph. 4-:1p, When amember 
| is fo mortified, [that if you lance and cur it never fo much, 
"no freſh blood, or quick fleſh appears, nordoth the man feel 
any pain'in all. chis, then it's time to,cut itolfe {2 514919) 254 | 

When mcn;give them{dves over to the latisfaQion efcbelr 
laſts; togommitſin with greedinefs, then are: they-grownto 

aturity of lin > when men have ſlipt the reins 
anqruſk headlong into ail unpicty,- then -the taft ſands: of}. 
Gods'patience are running down, 
| rab , and the.cities-about them in. like nianner gave (them- 
| ſelves over;to wickedneG and ſtrange fs þ and (xher! Jiftice 


| ofeteres fire (1-5! r £0 
| 2 hat man is-even ripe. forheU, that i is baloms contriver 


VS A 5 


"Six fo oſt maturity mm Si, NN 


Hen inner « are even fas de hey, theſe Gor , 
appear upon them, or by theſe at leaſt, you may con» | 


The greatck violation of conſcience 


conlcience 
Thus Svdom; and Gdoor« 


traſg'd them ap for A ng the > pengewnee 


"I?is 


of} 


__ A "8 oh 


TW | 7rcheaverpopofeardirthigs. = 


- 


4 3-4 » "1 w»P. C « 
s ; 


(hrs fan; adetigner,a ſiddent. in wickedneſs zone wo Fry 
it range: that-ariy. may ſhould -fet His invention on work, 


.come.a dexterous artiſithis way, and yet- the ſcripture #re- 
quently:ſpeaks of fuch, whoſe bellies prepare deceit, Job 15.35. 


'mbawink wit 
uſe to fla when they are moſt intent upon the ſtudy of any 
knatty problem, . Prov. 6. 13. Theſe have ſo much of hel! 
{already in them, that they are more than Kalf in hell atrca- 


dy. 

"He that of a forward Profeſſor, is turn'd a bitter Perſecu- 

for, is alſo within a few rounds of the top of the ladder 
h ithe-contempt of their lighr, the Lord hath-already puniſhed 
 |'upon them, in theis obduracy and madneſs againft the light. 

-Reader, if thou be gone thus far, thou art almoſt pone be-| 
'yend: a)l: hope of recovery. Towards other--frmers, God! 
|uſualy. exerciſes more: patience; but with-fich'” he mikes' 
(ſhox work. :When Fudar turns Traitor: tohis' Lord; he.is' 


'and overcome of thoſe luſts they once feemed to have ctean, 
their:Judgmentlingers not, 2 Pet, 2. 3, 20: 


his ſi,” but devides all counſel, and like a ftrong current, 

, and ſweeps away all obſtacles in his way, will quick- 
ly: all into thagead Jake, Prov. 29.1. He that being often re- 
proved. bardneth bis neck, fbatl morn be.deftroyed and that 
1Pinhout remedy. This is-a death ſpor, a htll ſpot, where ever 
itappears. | From this very ſymprony the Prophet painly 
jpredicted the approaching ruine' of Arhaziah; 2 Chr, 2 
Thndw that God bath determined 10 deſtroy thee, breavſe that Fo 
done this, and baft not-hearkned to my voice; He that will not 
be timely cornſelted, ſhall be quickly deſtroyed.” 


bona isa xing daring of.God to his face,and with whom- 


"upon: ſuch; a ſubje&-as iis; that any thould ſtudy to be- | 


7oho tropel. _ wo bring forth, this deformied birth, ver. 20.” 
there eyee, whillt plodding wickedneſs, as men | 


quickly. ſent. to his: own place. '- Such as arc again intaogled'| 
eſcaped, theſe bring upon themſelves fwift damnation, and | 


He that can; endure no reproof or controut jn the way of |. 


' + Laſtly, when amay comes:to- glory: in his fin. and” boaſt | 
jof his wickedneſs, then s-time to- cut him down; "Whoſe | 
end is deſtruction, whoſe glory is in their ſhame, Phil. 34 16, | 
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' ſocver he bears. long|, to be ſure , theſe ate: none +of them! 
* You ſee now what are the ſigns of a full ripe finner 3 and || 
when it comes to this, cither witha Nation, or witha ſingle 
perfon,then ruine is near, Joel 3. 13.Gen. 15. 16. It is in the 
hilling.up of the meaſure of ſin, as in the filling of a. veſſel | 
caſt tnto the Sea, which rowls from fide to fide, takingin the | 
water by little and little, till it, be full, and then down it 
{inks tothe bottom. Mean while, admirable is divine” pati- 
ence, which bears with theſe veſicls of wrath, whilſt fitting 
for deliruction. | 2" 


2: v0 

| Goya thy ſelf, O my. ſoul! with the heart firengthen-: 
ing bread of this divine Meditation. Let faith turn eve- 
ry drop of this truth: into a ſoul reving cordial. God hath 
ſown the precious ſeed of Grace 'upon my foul, and though | 
my heart hath been an unkind ſoil which hath kept it back. 


| and much hindred its growth 3 yet bleſſed be the Lord , it" 


ſtill grows on, though by ſlow degrees; and from the ſpring- 
ing of theſecd and {hootings forth of thoſe gracious habits, 


| I may conclude an approaching harveſt : Now is my ſalvation 


nezrer than when I believed z every day I come nearer to 
my ſalvation, Rom. 13.11. O that every day I were more 
active for the God of my falvation ! grow on my ſoul, and 
add to thy faith vertue, to thy vertue knowledge, 8c. Grow 
on from faith to faith 3 keep thy ſelf under the ripening in- 
fluences of heavenly Ordinances the faſter thou growelt in ] 
grace, the ſooner thou ſhalt be reaped: down in- mercy, and | 
bound up in the bundle of life, ' 1 Sam. 25, 29. | I have not- 
yet attained the meaſure and proportion of grace aſligned to: 
me, neither.am I already perfe&, but am reaching forth to: 
the things before me, and preſſing towards the mark for the 
prize of my heavenly calling, Phil. 3. 12, 13. O mercy to be 
admired !_ that I who lately had. one foot in hell, ſtand now | 
\wich one foot in heaven / EM | WS | 
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@#But the caſe is far different with me, whilſt others are ri- 
-pening apace for heayen, Iam witftering ; many a ſoul 
plowed up by conviction, and ſowed by ſanctification long 
after me, hath quice over-topt and out-grown me ? my ſweet 


and earthly bloſſoms were nipt and blown off, my bright 


wy 
. 
© Hg d 


the rate of ny firſt growth, I had cicher now been.in heaven 


the Sun and rain of ordinances and providences improve not 
races > how ſad therefore is the ſiate of my ſoul ? 7s 

Thy cafe, O declining Saint, is fad ! but not like mine 3 
[thine is but a temporary renitlion of the acts of Grace, which 
isrecoverable z butTam judicially hardning and treaſuring wp 
to my ſelf wrath, againſt the day of wrath, Rom. 2.5. Time 
was» when I had ſome tender ſenſe of fin,” when I could 
mourn and grieve for it, now I have none at all. My heart 


is grown ſtupid and ſottiſlh. Time was when I had ſome | 
coaſctencious care of duty, and my heart would ſmite -me 


for the neglect of it 3 but now none at all. Wretched fob}! 
what wilt thou do ? thou art gone far indeed, a few: 
farther w1ll put thee beyond hopes hitherto. I ſtand in the 
field, the 1ong-ſuffering God doth yet ſpare me 3 yea, ſpare 
me, whiles he hath cut down many of my companions in ſin 
rdund about me. What doth this admirable patience, this 
long-ſuffering drawn Out to a wonder, ſpeak concerning me ? 
Doth it not tell me, that the Lord isnotwilling I ſhould pes | 
riſh, but rather come to repentance ? 2 Pet. 3. 9. And what 
argument is like his pity and patience, to lead a ſoul torzpen- 
' [tance? Rom. 2.4. , O that I may not fruſtrate. at-laſt, the 
[end of a long ſuffering God ! leſt he Fon .the degrees 
of his wrath, -according to the length of his patience. 


motning overcaſt and clouded had I kept on actording to | 


' for at leaſt in the Subarbsof it on earth 3 but my graces wither | 
and languiih,my heart contracts and cools to heavenly thingss/Þ+ 
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+. 1(6/Mat. 01339. The timeof (7) harveſi when like corn and hay 3 


6 ty $(4/Mat,24-39 And then the Tribes on tazth (hall (4) wail and mourn. 


A $67) ibia. The cares xogerher, | as they:did combind ,  _ ; 


--The Prem: - 


Of + Job.” 4 : 35» Hen kelds are ( 1) white to harveſt, forth you £0 
-W me _—— 5 and(2 )Sickles; to reapdown and mow. 


13% £0 NOT gotheladencars, flattothe groundz. ; | - 
© 7 EH os pr Grnge » m5, tle deviey ſtitcht and bound 3 1: 236 
77 = | It's carted home into the Barn, and (o i: 

| The helds are rid 3 where lately corn did grow. | iF: 

(x)var13.38 This world's the (3) ticld, and they that dwell therein; _-| 

|(4) it. _| The'(q) Corn and (5) tares3 which long have ripening been. | 


(5) i6.* ” | Angels the (6) reapers, and the judgment day 


X - © i 7: —phinh The fading flower of (8) earthly glory muſt 


Be mowed down, and kveld with the duſt 
{9 )Net13-30-] The (9) Barns are haven and hell; the time draws nigh 
E = [C1 ReV-3-- | When thdough the darkned (71) .clouds, and troubled 5kie 
IF 2) 1Theſ-4-19 Tye Lord ſhall break, a dreadful (2) trumpet ſhall 
£23 - Solid! to the dead, the: ftars from heaven fall. 
try Js Per. 3.10. The rowling ſphears with (3) horrid flames (hall burn, 


The judgement ſets. before Chriſts awkul Throne 
$)a Cor. 5.10 ' AV ficſh ſhall be (5): conver” *d, and'every one p 
'- | Revocive his doom: which done, the juſt ſhall be | 
* *\f-.... _ | Boundinlifes bundle (6): even a5 you fee 
SL S@IMRt-13-30 The full ripe cars of wheat bound up, and born 
Sa. | In ſheaves with joy 3 unto the owners Bain. | Y 
This dome,..the Angels nexe in. (7) bandits bind © if 


knafting.imn, fo now their bat null. be: 7, TY BSD 
To buratogether in one miſery, _ - roar © 3008 
Drunkards with Drunkards pinion 4, ſhall be ſea F 
To hell together in one ($) Regiment. 
Adulcerers and ſwearers there ſhall lye 


22 ry ames, among their ald ſociety. 
-; eadful (9) Powli ! Othe hideous moaps . - 
Qlſener' os? .O thetears ! the groans!. 
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{The dolefullamentations as they go 
'Chain'd faſt togethes, to their place of wo.: +. *- 
. The world thus clear'd, as ficlds when harveſt's ln, | 
' Shall be no-more a Stage for aQing Sin. © FP 
With purifying flames (1) it ſhall be burn'd,. ;; | 
| Ies ſtately Fabricks into aſhcs turn'd.. _ Fins 
' Ceaſe then my ſoul, to dote on or admire KS 
'This ſplendid world, whichis reſerv'd for fire. 
' Decline the company of finners here, | 
' As thou would'ſt not be ſhackel'd with them there. 


CHAP. XVI. 


Your inter ſtore ia Sunener 38u provide z 
:ToC _— yrntingt this _ bs apply 'd. 
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OBSERVATION. 


Ood- Husbands' are careful in Summer to: provide: for 
Winter, then they gathey in/their- Winter ftore'3. food 


ſe}dom found in haſte, foitis often lofi by delay. Tis aigood: 
Proverb which the frugal Dutch fave among them 5: __ 
Servatins, facit bouum wy 3 govid Saver will: 

good Benefactor. 
that negleQs the occation, the ootafion will 
Husbandmen know that Summer will:not hold: all -thei yi 


and fewel for themſelves, and fodder for their cattle. 'He-| 
that gethersin Summer it a wift Son, but be that ſleeps in bay. | 
veſt is a Son that canſes ſhame, Prov. 10.5. A well choſen;| 
ſeaſon is the greateſt advantage to anyaQion, which as ic is|, 


And-*tisa good: Proverbiof:our'own £2 | 
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neither will chey craft to the hopes of wild / and; 
hover: but in leefon moe for redrgcargl 
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| 14. In heaven there'is a day of everlaſting ſerenity, in hell a 
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- APPLICATION. 
| W:: excellent Chriſtians ſhould we be, were we but 


as provident and thoughtful for our fouls ? *tis 

doubtleſs a livgular point of Chriſtian wiſdom, to | 
foreſee a day of ſpiritual ſtraits and neceſhities, and during the 
day of grace to make proviſion for it. This great Goſpel 
truth is excellently ſhadowed forth in this natural Obſervati--| 
on, which I ſhall branch-out into theſe ſeven particulars. 

Husbandmen know there is a change, and viciſſitude of 
ſeaſons and weather 3 though it be pleaſant Summer weather 
now, yet winter will tread upon the heels of Summer ; | 
Froſts, Snows, and great falls of rain muſt be expeQted. This 
alternate courſe of ſeaſons in nature is ſetled by a firm Law of | 
the God of nature;to the end of the world, Ger. 8.22. Whilſt 
the earth remaineth, ſeed time and harveſt, cold and heat, win- 
ter and ſummer, day and night, ſhall net ceaſe. 

A:.d Chriſtians know, that there are changes in the right 
hand of the moſt High, in reference to the ſpiritual ſeaſons. 
If there be a Springtime of the Goſpel, there will alſo be an 
Autumn, if a day of proſperity, it will ſet in a night of ad- | 
verfitys for God hath ſet the one over againft-the ot ber, Eccle. 7. 


night of perfe&t and endleſs horror and darkneſs; on carth, 
light and darkneſs take their turns, proſperity and adverſity, 
even toſouls as well as bodies, ſucceed each other. It there 
be a Goſpel day, a day of grace now current, it will have its 
period and. determination, Gem. 3. 6. ; 
. Common prudence and, experience enables the Husband- 
man. in the midſt of Summer, to foreſeea Winter, and-pro- 
vide for it before he feel it 3- yea natural inſtinct teaches this | 
to the very birds of the air and beaſts of the fieid. - 
 And-ſpiritual wiſdom ſhould - teach Chriſtians to exerciſe: 
their foreſeeing facilties,' and not ſuffer them to feel evil be-. 
fore they fear it..: . But: Qh the ftupifying nature of ſin !-|/ 
Though the Stork in the Heavens knows her appointed'time, | 


arid the Tuttle, Crane and Swallow the time of their come |. 3 J 
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"The beaventy uſeof earthlythings. 


ing, yet man, whom God hath made wiſer than the fowls of 
the air, in this, acts quite below them, Jer. 8. 7. 

The end of Gods ordaining a ſummer feaſon, and ſend- 
ing warm and pleaſant weather, is to ripen the fruits of the 
earth, and give the Husbandman fit opportunity to gather 
them in. | 

And God's deſign in giving men a day of grace, is to fur- 
niſh them with an opportunity for the everlaſting happineſs 
and ſalvation of their ſouls, Kev. 2.21. TI gave her a ſpace 
to repent. It is not a meer reprieval of the foul, or only a de- 
lay of the execution of the threatned wrath, though there. be 
much mercy in that - but the peculiar aim of this patience 
and bounty of God, is toopen for them a way to eſcape the 
wrath to come, by leading them to repentance, Rom. 2, 4. 


vourable, ſometimes they have much fair weather, and meet 


- [ing harveſt, but now and then a fair day, and then they muſt 
be nimble or all is loft. | 
There is alſo great difference in Soul-ſeaſons, ſome have 
had a long and fair ſeaſon of grace 3 an hundred and twen- 
ty years did God wait upon the old world, in the Miniſtry of 
Noah. Long did God wait on the gainſaying Iſraelites, Ha. 
42414, Thavwe along time beld my peace, Thave been ſtill and 
reſtrained my ſelf. Others have a ſhort and catching ſeaſon, 
all lies upon a day, upon a nick of time, As 17. 30. 


The Hubandman doth not find all harveſt ſeafons alike fa- | 


with no hinderance in their bulineſs 3 other times *tis a catch- | 


A proper ſeaſon negleced and loſt is irrecoverable. Many 
things in Husbandry muſt be done in their ſeaſon, or cannot 


the proper time, he loſes the harvelt of that year. . 

*Tis even fo as to ſpiritual ſeaſons. Chritt negleQed, and 
grace deſpiſed, in the ſeaſon when God offers them, are irre- 
coverably loſt, Prov. 1.21. then ( that is, when the ſeaſon 


be done at all for that year 3 if he plow not, .and fow not in | 


is over ) they ſhall call upon me but I will not hear. O, there | 
isa great deal of time in a ſhort opportunity !: that may- be | 
done or prevented, iran hour rightly timed, whick cannot 


}be done or prevented in a mans lite-time afterwards;// There: || | 


x 'was one reſolyed to kill Julius Caſar, ſuch a days Þevight 
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] nothing to be done for our ſouls, Luke 19.42. O that thou 


' when others blow their fingers. He that provides food for 


| how Thave walked before thee in trath, and with a perfeli heart, 


| totheir (hilts > then they come to the wile, and ſay, give us 


| the ſcafon of buying is then over. 


| 


he being at ſupper, and bufie in diſcourſe, ſaid, 'to morrow 
is a new day, andindced it was» dies noviſima, his laſt day to 
him 3 whence it became a Proverb in Greece. - To morrow is 
a new day. Our Glaſs runs in heaven, and we cannot fee how 
much or little of the ſand of: God's patience is yet to run 
down but.this is certain, when that glaſs is run , there -is 


hadft known at leaſt in this thy day, the things that belong to 
thy peace, but now they are hid from thine eyes. | 
Thoſe Husbandmen that are careful and laborious in the 
Summer, have the comfort and benefit of it in Winter 3 he 
that then provides fewel, may fit warm in his habitation 


his family, and fodder for his cattle in the harveſt, ſhall eat 
the fruit of it, and enjoy the comfort of his labours, when 
others ſhall be expoſed to ſhifts and ſtraits. And he that pro- 
vides for etcrnity » and lays up for his ſoul a good foundation 
againſt the time to come, ſhall eat when others are hung ry 
d ting when others how]; 1/a, 65. 13. A day of death 
ill come, and that will be a day of ftraits to all negligent 
fouls 3 but then the diligent Chriſtian ſhall enjoy the peace 
and comtort that (hall low in upon. his heart, from. his holy 
careand lincere diligence in duties? as 2 Cor. 1. 12. Thee #5 
our vejoycing, the teſtimony of our conſcience, that in all ſince- 
rity and holy ſimplicity , we have bad our converſation tt this 
werld. So Hezekiab, 2 Kings 20. 3. Remember now, O Lord, 


A day of judgment willcome, and then fooliſh Virgins, who 
neglected the ſeaſon of getting oyl in their lamps, will be put 


of your.oyl, Mat. 25. $, 9. but they have none to ſpare, and 


No wiſe Husbandman will negleQ a fit opportunity of ga- 
thering in his hay and corny upon a preſumption of much fair 


weather to come 3 he will not fay the weather is ſetled , and}: 
/Lyced not trauble my lf 5 though my: corn and hay be fit| 


4 for the houſc, yet I may get it in anather-time as well as now: | 
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| before, a friend ſent kim a lctter to acquaint him with it, buc | 


ge aero hirt - WCET ASPIRE at Set. I 
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'foul, npon the hopes of much more time yet to come 3 but 
will rather ay, now is my time, and know not what will 
be hereafter 3 hereafter-I may with to ſee one of the days of 
the Son of man, and not fee it, =_ 17.22. *Tis ſad to 
hear how cunning ſome:men are to diſpute themſclves our: of 
heaven, as if the devil had hired them to pledge againlt their 
own foals; ſometimes urging the example of thoſe that were 


of the penitent thief, But, O ! to how lirtle purpoſe is the 
former pleaded ;' they that were called at the cleverth hour 
were never called before, as theſe have been, no man had 
hired ; that is, called or jinvited'them to Chriſt, and for the 
thief, (as Mr. Fenner rightly obſerves) it was a fingular| 
and extraordinary example. Tt was done when Chrilt hang'd | 


| © And no wiſe Cheiſtizn will loſe a: preſent ſeaſon for his' 


called at the eleventh hour, Mat. 20.6. and ſometimes that | 


on the Croſs,and was to be inaugurated 3 then Kings manite(t 
ſuch bounty, and pardon ſuch crimes, as are never pardoned 
afterwards. Beſides, God was then in a way of workin 

miracles 3 then he rent the rocks, open'd the graves, raifed 


1 


that way. 
REFLECTIONS. 
| Have indeed been a good Husband for the world 3 with 
what care and providence have I looked out for my ſelf 
and family , to provide food to nouriſh them, and cloaths to 


neglecting to make proviſion for eternity, or take care for 
my ſoul. O my dettitute ſoul? how much have I ſlighted 


the dead, and converted this thief, bu God is now out offif 


I, 
The careleſs 


defend them againſt the aſperities of Winter ? mean white /' 


and undervalued thee? I have taken more care for an horſe 
or an Ox, than for theez a well ftored barn, but an em 
fou!. Will it not ſhortly be with me, as with that care! 
Mother, , who when her houfe was on fire, 'bafily beſtir*d her 
' {lf co ſave the goods; but 
ſaved by another hand) and then minding her child, ranup 


ot 


ing, Q my chikd, my child! Lhave ſaved my goods, aid oft 


my) 


| 


| 


forgot the child ?:Cthough itwere | 
;aad down'like one diſtracted wringing her kinds, and 6ry-|: 


ſouls refle&i- 
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The preſump- 
tyous ſouls Re- 
flea1on, 


4 = 
, 'The induſtri- 


ous ſouls Re- 
'fle&ion, 


| 


my "child, ſuch will be the caſe of thee, wy ſoul, Mat. 16. | : : 


26, Bclides how eafie will my conviction be at the Bar of 
Chriſt? will not my providence and care for the things of | 
this life, Icave me ſpeechleſs and ſelf-condemned in that d 
What ſhall I anſwer when the Lord ſhall-ſay , Thou coul 
foreſee a winter, and ſeaſonably provide for it? yea, thou | 
had ſo much care of thy very beaſts to provide for - their 
neceſſities, and why tookelt thou no care for thy foul ? was 
that only not worth the caring for ? 

15 it ſo dangerous to neglect a prefent proper ſeaſon of 
grace ? What then have I done, who hgpe ſuffered many ſuch 
ſeaſons to die away in my hand, upon”a groundleſs hope of 
future opportunities ! Ah, deluded wretch ! what it «chat |. 
ſuppoſition fail? where am I then? Iamnot Lord of time, 
neither am I ſure, that he who is, will ever . vouchſafe -an 
hour of grace in old age, to him that hath neglected many 
ſuch hours in youth; neither indeed is it ordinary for God 
ſo todo. *Tis ſtoried of Cairns Marius Vidorius, who lived 
about 300. years after Chriſt, and to his old age continued 
a Pagan, but at laſt being convinced of the Chriftian verity, 


He came to Simplicianus and told him he would be a Chriſti- 


an 3 but neither he nor the Church could believe it, it being 
{o rare an exarrple for any to be converted at his age: But at 
laſt ſ:eing it was real, there was a ſhouting and gladnels, and 
lmging of Pſalms in all Churches, the people crying outCar- 
ws Martus Vifjoriaus is become a Chriſtian. This was written 


for a wonder, and what ground 'have I to think, that God 


will work ſuch wonders for the, who have negleQted his or= 
dinary means of ſalvation ? -- 

Bleſs the Lord, O my foul! who gave thee a ſeaſon, a day | 
for eternal life, which i is more than he hath done for thou- | 
lands; yea, bleſs the Lord for giving thee an heart to'unders- || 


| Rand and improve that ſeaſon, I confeſs I have not improved 


bn; > ip yet, this I'can ( through mercy ) ſay 3 thathow | - 
e times, with my outward man, though I 
or foxes Jaid up. on carth , or if I have, | - 5 
tible, Yap Lhave a bleſſed hope laid up Tei wh 
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| The Poem. 


4 


tm in Cammers Sultry heat. 
how in the (1) hotteſt day: 

The Husbandman doth toyl and (2) ſweat, 
about his Corn and Hay. - 


If then he ſhould not reap and mow, Es BS 1 
and (3) gather in his fiorez.. . | (3) Prov:royef * 7 

How ſhould he live, when for the mow SOS M3 
he can't move out of door ? 2, tÞ 


0 :,1.,m0J8Þ78 
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'Thelittle (4) Ants, and painful Bees ; "YL 98 (4)Brav6:1 F 


by natures inſtin& led 3 
Theſe have their Summer granarics, 
for winter furniſhed. 


But thou my ſoul, a Surnemers day 
is almoſt paſt and 

What Soul-provifion Joſt thou ( 5) lay | 
in (6) ſtock to ſpend upon? . SED 


If (7) nature teacheth to prepare. "0 
for temporal life, much rather: Fee a OG 
Grace ſhould provoke to (B) INI: | 
foul food'i in time to gather. - BJ 


Days of afMiQtion, "and ——_ 
X k are (9,) haſting on a 

J i 6 now. I live in carel 7 ; 

F; : how. fad wine? - ? 
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(p) Luke 12: 
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Ia)2Cor.g.18. 
(4) 1 Cor.7.31 
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Unworthy of the name: (1) of: man, 
who for that foul of thine 

Wilt not dothat which others can 
do for their very kine. 


Think frugal Farmers, when you ſee 
Your mows of” Corn and Hay 3 
What a (2) conviction this will be 
to you, another day. ' 


Who ne*re were up before the Sun, 
nor break an hours reſt 3 » 
For your Poor ſouls, as you have done 
ſo often, for a beaſt. 


Learn once fo ſee the difference 


betwixt (3) eternal thingss, 
And theſe poor (4,) tranſient things of ſence 3 
that fly with (5). eagles wings: 


CHAP. XVII. 


When from Tare ſeeds, J0u ſee choice wheat to:grow, 
Then from your luity, may joy ard comfort” flow: | 


{fruits 


6 8 
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OBSERVAT.I Q/N. 


OD. gives to every ſeed Its own body, 1 Cor. 15. 
At firſt he created every, Tree and herb. of the þ 
ving its ſedd in its ſelf, for the conſervatiqn ofthe ſj 

nd theyall inviolably obſerve the Liaw ofitheir Creation: 

naturally riſe out of the je 208. T0009. Prone 

Mew do nowgatber grapes of thor, 'nor fg of hi 
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| of all kind of fruits, yer it is ſpecificated according co the! 


-| coed into fruit proper to the kind. 


| effects reſult from the ſeeds of ſuch ations. 


the loſs' of him that performed them. | 
* , || would turn to their datnage, though not in pojnrof hunef 
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Such productions would*be rrtonſtrous in vatuye 3 ind -a1- 
though the juice or ſap of the ccarth 'be che common” matt 


| different ſorts of Plants and ſeeds it nouriftes. Where wheat 
is ſown,it's turd into Wheat; in an apple Tree, itbecomes 
jan apple3 and fo in every ſort of Plants or feeds, it's 'con- 


APPLICATION. 


"FJ" Ranſlate this into ſpirituals , and the propolition "ſha- 
dowed forth by It , is fully expreſfed by the Apoftle, 
Gal. 6.7. What a man ſows, that ſhall be reap ; they that ſow 
go the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſhreap corraption; and they that ſow to 
the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. And-as ſure as 
che harveſtfollows the ſeed-time, fo fure ſhall ſuch fruits and 
He that ſoweth 


i þ- 


iniquity, ſhal reap vanity, Prov. 22.8. Andthey that now go 
forth weeping, j.- hs precious ſeed, ſhall boubrleſs «£4 
again rejoycing bringing their ſheaves with #hem, Pſal. 126. 5. 
The fam of all is this. Thatour preſent aFions have the ame 
reſpeQ and relation to future rewards and puniſhments, as 
the feeed we ſow in our fields , hath to the harveſt we reap! 
from it. Every gracious a&tion is the ſeed of joy, and every' 
ſinful a&ion the feed of anguiſh and ſorrow, to the ſoul chat 
ſowed it. Two things are ſenfibly preſented to us in this fi- 


That as thie ſeed ſown, is preſently covered from our fight, 
under the clods, and for ſome time/after we fee no more « 
it, and\yet at laſt it appears again , by which it's cvident 
us that it is not finally loſt : So our prefent ations , thou 
phyſically tranſient, and perhaps forgotten, yet are not Io 
but after a time ſhall appear again,in order. to a retribution. 
'If chis werenot fo, all good and holy ations would be 

All the ſel&-denl; 


people of 


ſpending duties, and ſharp ſufferings of the 
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 - Husbandry ſpiritualized; Or,. 
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: [Drexlins de . 
; eternitate, 


{prope fin 


| 


2e 


beaſt, with reſpe& to future good or evil? yea, man; would 


yet in point of perſonal utility 3 and then alſo , what diffe- 
rence would there be betwixt the ations of a man and a 


then be more feared and obeyed than God, and ſouls be ſway- 
ed in all their motions, only by the influence of preſent 
things; and where then- would Religion be found in the 
world ? *Tis an cxcellent note of Drexeliusz, * Our works 
&* (faith he ) do not paſs away aſloon as they are done, but as 
<« ſeed ſown, ſhall after a time riſe up to all eternity 3 what- 
ever we think, ſpeak or do, once ſpoken, thought or done, is 
eternal, and abides for ever. 

What Zexxes the famous Limner ſaid of his work, may -be 
truly (aid of all our works; Zternitati pingo, I paint for e- 
ternity- O, how careful ſhould men be of what they ſpeak 
and do, whilſt they are commanded fo to ſpeak, and fo to do, 
as thoſe that ſhall be judged by the perfe& Law of Liberty, 
Jam. 2.12. What more tranſient than a vain word ? and yet 
for ſuch words, men ſhall give an account in the day of judg- 
ment. Mat. 12.36. Thar's the firſt thing 3 Actions like ſeed, 
ſhall riſe and appear again in order to a retribution. -.. 

The other thing held forth in this fimilitude is, That. ac- 
cording to the nature of our aQtions now , will be the fruit. 
and reward of them then. Though the fruit or conſequence 
of holy aRions, for the preſent may ſcem bitter, and the fruit 
of ſinful ations ſweet and plealanr, yet there is nothing more 
certain , than that their future fruits ſhall be according to 
| theix preſent nature and quality, 2 Cor. 5.10. Then Diony- | 
fius ſhall retract that ſaying, Ecce quam proſper navigatio a| 
. Des datur ſacrilegis , Behold how God favourwour ſacriled- |: 
| BES. Sometimes indeed ( though but rarely ) God cauſcs ſin-- 
| ners to-reap in this world, the ſame that they have ſpwn as 

hath becn their ſin, ſuch hath been their puniſhment. It was 
openly confeſſed by 4donibezeck, Judg 1. 7. 4s Thave done 
ſo bath God requited me, : 
Socrates in his Church Hiſtory furniſhes us with a pertinent 
| Paſſage to this purpoſe, concerning Valens.the Emperor, who 
was an Arriaz, and, a bitter perſecutor. of the Chriſtians: | 


| 


z » 
_——— —_— A — ——_— w 
y_ £ > — « RD 


' This man, when eighty of the Orthodox Chriſtians fajled 
| & | from |. 
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from Conſtautinople to Nicomedia, to treat with him about 
the points of Arrianiſm, and to ſettle the matter by way of | 
diſpute 3 the Emperor hearing of their arrrival, while they 4 
were yet in the Harbor, and not a man landed, cauſed the | 
Ships to. be fired wherein: they were, and fo conſumed them 
all. Not long after, in his Wars againſt the Goths, he was J--2 
overthrown 3 and hiding himſelf.in a litdle Cottage, 'the,ene- Fad 
m# coming by, burnt it and him together. Thus this wretch 
reap'd what he ſowed, burning for burning, the very ſame 
in kind paid him again it is not always ſo in this world, | 
but ſo it ſhall be in that tocome 3 The table ſhall thewbetur- |,,,, ,;40 nul 
ned, and the Scene altered; for ſhall not the Judge of all'the [fats boxis, ig-- 
. world do righteouſly ? Diogenes was ternpted to think, that |#9/cite gueſs : |: 
God had caſt off the Government of the world; when he /*/#i7 nuilos: 
faw the wicked proſper in their wickedneſs. On the ſame ” at 
ground, many have been tempted to Atheiſm; but then the THE: «: 
world ſhall ſee diſtributive juſtice ſhining out in its glory. | 
Tribulation, anguiſh and wrath, to every ſoul of man that doth - 
evil ,, hut glory, honour,and peace,to every man that worketh good, 
Rom. 2. 9, 10. Then *twill appear what feed. we ſowed, what 
lives we lived 3 for God ſhall bring every work into judg- 
ment , with every ſecret thing, whether it be good or evil, 
Eccleſ. 12.14. +3 
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BEFLECTIONAS 


His Meditation may be to me what the hand-writing | | 
upon the wall was to that prophane Prince, Dazx.. 5. 5, 6. . The profane |. _ 
and a like ctfc& it ſhould. have upon me 3 for if all the acti- SID m_ 

ons of this life be ſeed ſown for. the next... Lord; whata crop.,. w Mts 

what a dreadful harveſt am I like to have ? how many oaths | | 
and curſes, lycs and wain words, have I fown with my tongue aL 
how have I wronged, oppreſſed» and over-reached in my. : 
dealings ? ruſhed into all prophanenefſs, drunkenneſs, un-- 
cleanneſs, Sabbath-breaking, S&c. as the-borſe ruſheth inte the 
battle, and what ſhall | reap from ſuch ſeed as this; but ven- | 
geance and fury ? Theſe tins ſeemed-pleafant in the commiſſi-: 
'þ on, ;but.O, how.bitter will they be in their account ? What 
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The moral 


mans refleRQi- 
ON. 


_ . [The hoy ſouls 


Refle&-0n- 


| Wretched ſoul, what thall I do? if theſe actions 'be: not, 


. |.to ſow better ſeed ! who kept thee watching, humbling thy 


* 
—_ 


| (OL . . . 
1-way in which God wilkiz 


hat Teo mbon Gediſetb up? and: when bevifenth, what uall| 
I anſwerhim? Job 31-14. Is itnot reaſonable-and?juſt, ('O 


ing, and reap what thou haſt ſown ? [I thought nothing bn 
profit and pleaſure would ſpring from my luſts, but now T 
ſee *tis airoot bearing gall -and wormwood, Deat. 29.8. 


then am I-undane. I have been the author of minc own ruftne, 
twilted an halter with mine own tingers, 'for the execution 
of mine own ſoul ! O let me rather eafte the bitterneſs of un, 


betrays the ſoul to:endlels wrath ! ITY oe 

How. have I alfo been deceived in this matter ? -I verily 
thought that glory and immortality would have been the 
-fruic and produdt of my moral honeſty and righteouſneſs, 
that joy and- peace had been ſeminally contained in thoſe 
.aQtions 3; but now I ſee fuch :fruit-can ſpring from no other 
-root: but ſpecial grace. Glory is diſcloſed from no other bud 
but holineſs. Alas / all my planting and ſowing was to little 
purpoſe, becauſe I ſowed not the right kind of feed 3 the beſt 
' fruit I can expe from this, is but a leſſer degree of damna- 
f10N. | 

Deluded foul, thy ſeed is no better than what the moral 
Heathens ſowed 3 and dol expe better fruit than what they 
reaped ? Civility without Chriſt, is but a freer ſlavery 3 and 
Satan holds me as faſt in captivity by this, as he doth the pro- 
phane by the pleaſure of their luſts 3 either I muſt ſow bet- 
.ter ſeed, or look to reap bittcr fruit. 

Mean while, bleſs the Lord, (O my ſoul) who jnabled thee 


felf and praying, whilit others have been ſwearing, drinking 
and blaſpheming. This will yield thee the fruit of joy. in the 
world to come 3 yea, it already yields preſent peace to thy 
conſcience. Thele revenues are better than Gold, ſweeter 
than the honey, and the honey-comb 5 not that ſuch fruits are 
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my ſoul ) thatthou (houldſit cat the fruit of thine own plant-| 


by repentance now, than enjoy its prefent pleaſures, which | 


-meritoriouſly contained in thefe-aGtions, I ſow to my ſelf in|: 
-]-rightcouſneſs, 'bat Leap in mercy, Hoſ. 10.42. This is the 
ye.and gloritie me. ' O then, let me. 


h - 
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PO The leonwhhafeaf catthivabings. 


' And canſt thou think: that from-corruptionstoot, 


: The fruit of what you plant, be ſure you'l ear. Rees | HER 


-At which in other things, themſelves would. (mile. - 


| Neads mulk the fall ripe ifcoits inc heaven be-good, 


be © ever aboundingyin the work of the word, knowi "har | 55g _* 
my labour ſhall not be'in vain, in the Lond: "g "oY 


DO —_ * —”— _ .4 


a The Pom. * 'Y 


? "2 be a, ſtrange and monſirous PEE | | - 

Cherries, or:Plums-grow-on an Apple Tree... Fic: 
Who ever gather'd from the  ( x): thifile Figs? (+ ) Mat, 7164+ = 
Or fruitful Grapes from off "tha worthlcfs twigs | | 14 
Of pricking thorns? in.nature; ſtill we find *Þ4 21} 
All its produQtions (2) anſwering to:theirkind:  *[/2) Genaraz|- * 
As are the Plants we ſet, or ſeeds we ſow: ' - BS | 
Sach is the (3) fruit we.ſhake, and.cornwe mow. " Ta) Joba- 7: 


Thy ſoul ſhall pluck the'ſweet-andiplcafant fruit. 
Of ſpiritual peace ? who, exgr that was wiſe, | IT 
Abus'd himfclf with ſuch (4) abſurditics ? (4)Jam..1; 224[+. _ | 
Look what you ſow, the very ſame you'l reap. | 5 


How-are-they (5) bafftted by a ſubtil devil?- me G5) Gl. 6. Te, g OE ; 
That hope for heaven, whuilli their ways:are evil. | | 00 
Such reaſonings here theit credulous ſouls beguile, 


Our preſent aQs though flightly paſſed by, 


Are.ſomnchs. (6) ſeed; ſown ſor! eternity. (5) Gal. Fo 7: $910 

- The ſceds of” Prayers, ſecret groans and tears 6-1 
Willſhootatlaft into the-full blown cars; 3 - Phan 
Of peaceand joy. (7) Bleſſed are tbey,that ſow (7)PAL126:g,-).:- 
Beſide theſe waters; yea, thrice blelt that go babe 2p 
Bearing ſuch precious ſeed 3 though now they mourn, 


Withyjoyful ſheaves, theyſhortly ſhall return. 


When as the ſeed was glotyiin:the bud- 
But.O,. the (8): bitter, baneful fruitsof ſir! 
Whea all the-(9) plealureſianervhave thoreln 
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(1) Prov. 14.5. 


(2) Judg: 8.7. 


| 
| (3)Mark 9.44- 
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ike faded bloſſoms to the ground ſhall fall, F 
Then they will taſte the wormwooa and the gall. 
What God and conſcience now of (in report, 
You ſlight, and with their dreadful threatnings (1) ſport... 
But he*I convince you then, your ways were naught, 
As Gideon the men of (2) Sxccoth taught. 
If Sermons cannot, firt-and brimſtone muſt 
Teach men how good it is to pamper luſt. ES 
When conſcience: (3) takes thee by the throat and cries 
Now wretch, now finner, thou that did{ deſpiſe 
My warnings3 learn, and ever learning be | 
That Leſſon, which thou ne*re would learn of me. 
The ftouteſt ſinner then will houl and roar, 
O fin ! I never ſaw thy face before. 
Is this the fruit of fin? Is this the place 


| Where I muſt lye? Is this indeed the caſe 


Ot my poor ſoul ! muſt I be bound in chains 
With theſe companions? Oh, is this the gains 
I get by fin ! poor wretch, I that would never 
See this before, am now undone for ever. 


CHAP. XVIIL 


Great is the joy of Harveſt men, yet leſs 
1han theirs, whom God doth wah his favonr bleſs. 


—— 


OBSERVATION, 


_ 


Mong all earthly joys, theſe four ſorts are noted in | 
A. Scripture, as the moſt excellent and remarkable, 


| G1) Nuptial joys, the day-of Eſpouſal is the day of the glad-|. 


miefs of a mans heart;: Cont. 3-11. (2) The joy of Children. | - * | 


t ſeemn;buct-a/ common - mercy to moſt, and a} | 
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The heavenly ufe of earthly things, 
burden t&xſome 3 yet the people of God were woneto eſteem 
it a choice mercy, and rcjoyced greatly in it, Joh 16. 21, 
there's joy that a man is born into the world. (3) The joy of 
conqueſts and victories, when men divide the ſpoyl. And laſt- 


ly, The joy of Harveſt , theſe two we find put —_ as prin- 
cipal matters of joy, 1/2. 9.3. They joy before thee, according 


to the joy in Harveſt, and as men rejoyce when they divide the 
ſpoil. The joy of Harveſt is no ſmall joy 3 Gaudizm meſir, ejt | 
meſſir gaudii, the joy of Harveſt is the Harveſt of their joy. 
'Tis uſual with men, when they have reaped down their har- 
| veſt, ( or cut the neck, as they ule to call it ) to demonſtrate 
| their joy by ſhoutings, and loud acclamations. 


| APPLICATION. 


-"T" Hus, and unſpeakably more than thus, do Saints rejoyce 
and ſhout tor joy , when they reap the favour and love 
| of God, for which they laboured in many a weary duty. This 
joy of harveſt, as great as it is, and as much as carnal hearts 
are lifted up with it, is but a trifle, a thing of nought, com- 
pared with yours after they have ſown to themſelves in righ- 
teOuſneſs, and waited for the effects and returns of their du- 
ties with patience, and at laſt come to reap in mercy, cither 
the full harvelt in heaven, or but the firſt fruits of it on carth, 
yet rejoyce, with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, 1 Pet, 
I. 8, This puts more gladneſs into their bearts, than when 
corn and wine increaſes, Pſal. 4. 7- Carnal joys are but ſoul 
Feavers, the Agues of the inner-man 3 there is-a great diffe- 
| rence betwixt the unnatural inflammations of a feveriſh body 
which waſtes their ſpirits, and drinks up the radical moiſture; 
and that kindly well-tempered heat of an healthy body 3 ang 
as much between the ſweet, ſerene and heavenly joys, which 
flow from the boſom of Chrift into the hearts of believers, 
and thoſe earthly delights which carnal hearts in aſenſual way 
ſuck out of creature-enjoyments. I will ſhew you'the:t#ane-/ 
ſcendency of ſpiritual joys, above the joy of harveſt, int 


eight particulars followinſ 184 
You that joy with theqvy of harveſt , are glad , buy 
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-, now you Itave food for your {clves and families to live upon 


| they rejoyce [that-they .are-out of Gods debt, that his book 
| cancelled, z2nditheir fins pardoned 3 that; by rcaſon of the 


| thing from them» Rom, $8. 1. . Ob, what anatces of joy is| 


—_—. 
— 


all-the year 3 but 'the Chriſtian rejoyceth, becauſe he hath | 
bread to eat, that the world knows not of, Rev. 2.17. Chriſt 
is the food of his foul, and his fleſh is meat indeed , and his 
blood drink indeed, Joh. 5 55. (7. e. ) the moſt realand cx> 
cellent food. You read, Pſal. 78.25. that man did cat An- 
gels food ( 7. e.') Manna, which was ſuch excellent bread,that 
it Angels did live upon material food , this would be choſen 
for them 3 and yet this is but a type and dark ſhadow of eſis 
Chriſt, the ſood of believers. 

You rejoyce when your harveſt is in, becauſe corn is vir- 
tually many other things beſides food , you can turn it into 
cloaths to keep you warm, and many other necefſarics may 
be purchaſed by it : but yet it is not like Chriſt, the object of 
a Saints joy 3 though it anſwers many things, it doth not 
anſ{wer/all things as Chriſt doth 3 turn it into what you will, 
it hath bvr a limited and reſpeRive uſefulneſs : but Jeſus 
 Chritt is all in all to believers, and out of him their faith can 
| tetch all ſupplies 3 he is their health in tickneſs, their ſtrength 

in weakneſs, their cafe in pain, their honour in reproach, 
their wealth in poverty, their friend in friendleſncls, their 
habitation when harbourlefs, their enlargement in bonds, 
the firength of their hearts, and life of their life. O he is a 
full Chriſt, and whatever excellencics are ſcattered among all 
thecreatures, do meet all in him, and much more. 

| You xejoyce when you have gotten in your harvelt , be- 
cauſe now 'you can free thoſe engagements, and pay thoſe 
debts which you have contracted. Tis acomfort to be out 
of debr, and you' tray lawfully rejoyce that God gives you 
wherewith to quir your cngagements, that you may OWE no 
man any thing but love : but fil} the joy of harvelt falls 
ſhort of the joy of Saints; for you rejoyce that you are, or 
have wherewith-to help your ſelves out of mens debts: but 


Anputed righiteouſne of Chrilt , :the Law can demand no- 
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the while it was abroad it was in hazard, but now-it is hou- 
{ſed you fear not the rain. But Chriſtians rejoyce , not be- 
cauſe their Corn is ſafe, but becauſe their ſouls axe fo. All 

the while they abode in an unregenerate ſtate, they were eve- 
ry moment in danger of the ſtorms of wrath z but now being 

4 in Chriſt, that danger is overz and what compare is there 
betwixt the ſafety of a little corn, and the ſecurity of an 

immortal ſoul ? | 


and Heathens can rejoyce with your joy , but the joy of a 
Chriſtian is a peculiar favour and gift of God. Corn is gi- 
ven to all Nations, even the moſt barbarous and wicked have 


the dearly beloved of God. Lather ſaid of the whole Twrk;fo 
Empire ( where is the belt and greateſt (tore of corn) that 
it is but a crumb which the great Maſter of the Family throws 
to the dogs. He that had more corn than his barns could hold, 
now wants a drop of water to cool his tongue. Chriſt is a 
gift beſtowed only upon Gods Elec. 

Your joy will havean end; the time is coming, that when 
you have reaped down your harveſts, 'your ſelves muſt be 
reaped down by death, and then you ſhall rejoyce in theſe 
things no more; but when your joy is ended, then is the joy 
of Saints perfected ; they reap their harveſi, when you leave 
your harvelt : their confolation is everlaſting. 


Your joy is but in a gift of common providence. Twrks |. 


ſtore of it ; but Chriſt is the portion but of a few, and thoſe 


God can ſeparate your joy from theſe enjoyments, even 
while you have them, as well as when you leave them. *Tis 
ane thing fora man to have riches and full Barns, and ano- 


now the joy of Chriſtians is a thing inſeparable from their en- 
joyment of Chriſt : Indeed the ſenſe.of their intereſt may be 
loft, andiſo the afts of their joy intermitted 3 but they-al- 
ways have it in the ſecd, if not in the fruit, Pſal. 97; 11. 
Foy is ſown forthe upright ; he hath it ill in the | principle, 
and in the promiſe. ITY EY 


harveR;, and in ſuch earthly things 3 take thataway, and 
3 X 2 


ther thing to have comfort in-them, Eecleſ. 5.19,20- But|. 


The joy of Harveſi-men, for the moſi part, is only ur:Ghelr | :-:! 
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You rejoyce, becauſe now your corn is'outof danger, all | - 
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for one that 


joy ceaſes. Earthly hearts are acquainted with no higher 
comforts 3 but the people of God can joy in him, and take 
comforts in their earthly injoyments tooz and what comfort 
they take in theſe things, is much more retined and ſweet 
than yours for they enjoy all theſe things in God , and his 
love in giving them, puts a ſweetneſs -into them, that you 


ſhort of theirs. 


n2EFFLECTION 


Ow have I rejoyced in a thing of nought, and pleafed 

my ſelf with a vanity? God hath bleſſed me in my 
fields, and in my ſtores3 but not with ſpiritual bleſſings in 
heavenly places in Chriſt, My Barns are full of corn, but 
my ſoul is empty of grace 3 common bounty hath given me 
a fulincf; of the things of this life, but what if the meaning 
of it ſhould be to fat me for the day of ſlaughter ? what it 
| this be the whole of my portioa from the Lord ? what if the 
Ianguage of his providences to my ſoul ſhould be this? Lo, 
here 1 have given thee (with IÞmael) the fatneſs of the earth: 
Thou ſhalt not ſay , but thou haſi taſted of thy Creator's 
Bounty 3 but make the moſt of it, for this is all char ever 
thou thalt have from me : There be others in the world, to 
whom 1 have denycd theſe things, but for them I have re- 
ſerved better 3 for the molt part they are poor in this world, 
but rich in faith, and heirs of the Kingdom ? Is not this &- 
nough todamp all my carna} mirth? Should my conſcience 
give meſucha memento, as Abrabam in the parable gave to 
Dives, Remember that thou in thy life time receivedjt thy good 
things. Ah, what #cut would that be to all my comforts ? 
A man in a Feaver hath a lively colour, but a dying heart. I 
have an appearance, a ſhadow of comfort , but a ſad ſiate of 


| ſoul. 7 
| Bleſſed be the God and father of my Lord Jeſs Chrift,who hath 
A RefleRion | pr me with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places ia Chrijt 


Epb.. 1.3. Though he hathnot ſeen fit to give me much of 


are unacquainted with. - Thus you ſea, how far yohr joy falls | 


j 


this world ins hand, yet it hath pleaſed him to-ſettle a-rich 
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3 Chrift | 7, 
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Inheritance vpon me by promiſe 3 the: hopes and expectati 
ons whercof , yield my ſoul more true comfort than all the 
preſent enjoyments of this world could have done. Bleſſed be 
the Lord , who hath not given me my portion in this life, 
that by keeping me from the i»jazmert, hath alſo preſerved 
me from the ſnares of a proſperous eſtate. 

| Lord Jeſus, I have no bags, I have no Barns 3 but thou 
ſhalt be to me inſtead of all thoſe things. When others re- 
joyce in the fulneſs of their earthly comforts, 1 will rejoyce 
in the fulncſs of my Chriſt ; they have that which ( thoogh 
I have not ) I ſhallnot want and I have that which all their 
riches cannot purchaſe. Bleſs the Lord, O my foul ! 

But Lord, how am obliged, above thouſands, to love 
and praiſe thee ! to bleſs and admire thee, who haſt not only 
plentifully provided for my ſoul, but for my body too ! who 
haſt given me both the upper and the neather ſprings , hea- 
ven and earth, things preſent, and things to come ; Thou 
haſt not dealt ſo with all, no, not with all thine own peo- 
ple 3 many of them are ſtrangers to the mercies which I en- 
joy. God hath done great things for mez O my ſoul! what 
| wilt thou-do for God? the freer the condition is , he hath | 
placed me in, the more am I both obliged and advantaged 
for his ſervice; and yet I doubt it will be found, that many 
a poor Chriſtian that labours with his hands to get his bread, | 
redeems more hours 'for God than I do. Lord, make me 
wiſe to underſtand, and anſwer the double end of this gra- 
cious diſpenſation ! Let me beſtow the more of my time on 
God, and Rand ready to Miniſter to the neceſſities of his peo- 
ple. 


either in hand, or in hope 3 am miſerable here, and like to be 
ſo for ever: Had I but an inter:{t in Chriſt, as the godly 
poor have, that would (weeten all preſent troubles, and-(hew 
me the end of them. Butalas! I am poor and wicked; con- 
; temned of men; and abhorred of God 3 an object of: con- 
i Þ - || tempt, both to heaven and earth. Lord, look upon. fuch a. 
' | {truly miſcrable obje& wich compaiſion, -give mea portion. 


Oh, what an unhappy wretch am I! that have nothing | 


with thy people in the world to come, it thou .never: becrex | 
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Þ  1C4) Luke 16. 


[(1) Ifas $3: 


FO $02) Pol, 47: 


, . E 


{3)Prov.29.27 


20, 21, 


<4 - 


| (8)PGl. 42-11 


.| Conternn their Sun. 


. | Out of thebalmy Eait bright Phzbws ſprings 3 
| Meuntingth* Olympick hill, with what a grace 
+. {Be views the throne of darkneſs; and doth chaſe - 


theſe ſtraits and wants , that they may neceſſitate my ſoul to 


| ce fea condition here ! O fandify this poverty ! blefs 


my —__—_—_—__—_—_ 


thall blefs thee to eternity, that 1 was poor in this world» 


| The Poem, 

Ft havelI ſeen when harveſt's almoſt in, 

| O The laſt load coming 3 how ſome men have bin 
| Rapt up with joy, as if that welcome cart 

Drew home the very (1) treaſure of their heart. 
What joyful ſhoutings! hooping ! hollowing noile, 
What mingled voices both of men-and boys ? 

To carnal minds there is no (2) greater mirth, 

No higner joy 3 nor greatcr heaven on earth, 

He ſpeaks pure Paradoxes, that ſhall ſay 

Theſe are but trifles 3 to what Saints enjoy. 

But they (3) deſpiſe your ſparks, as much as you 
Some that could never ſhew 

A full ftuft (4) Barn, . on which you ſect your heart 3 
But glean perhaps the cars behind your cart 3 

Yet are the gleanings of your comfort more, 


be. | Than all your harveſt, and admired ſtore, 
IS Wbeo _ 
(6) ob 20, Es, 


— (7)Prov. 10.22 


Your mirth is (5) mixt with ſorrow, theirs is pure 
Yours like a ſhadow (6) fleets, but theirs indure, 
God gives to you the husk, to them the pith 3 

And no keart-ttring-ſorrow' (7) adds therewith, 
Ti:ough at the gatcs of death they ſometimes rhourm, 
No ſooner 62th the Lord to them return 5 

But forzow's baniſh'd from their penſive'breaft 3 

Joy triumphs there, (8) and ſmiles their-cheeks invelt. 
| Have you beheld when with perfumed wings, | 


Yon # 


go to Chriſt ; make this poverty the way to glory, and I| 


Where horrid darkneſs and canfulion-dwells, | 


Where lately ſuch (gd creatures kept their haunt. ' 


'To-floop their hearts to f 
For {o.they do, beca 
| That ſphere wherein 
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The ſhades of night before him ? having hurPd + 
His golden beams about this lower wagld, 
How from fad Groves, and folitary Cells 


Batts, Owls, and doletul creatures fly away, 
Reſigning ta the cheerful birds of. day, 
Who in thoſe places now can fit and chaunt, . 


Thus grief religns tojoy, ſighs, groans and tears, 

To longs triumphant when the Lord appears. 

O matchleſs joy ! O countenance divine / 

What arc thoſe triflzs, to theſe ſmiles of thine ! 

May I with poor Mephyjboſpeth be ble(t 

With theſe ſweet ſmiles, let Ziba take the reſt, 

My life, my treaſure, thou thalc neir. be (old 

For filver hills, or rivers paflfltanich gold. | 
W r't thou but known tay bes they. would ſcorn» _ 


their | 


ow conceptions move. | 
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CHAP. XL, | 3 
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The ableſt C briſtians have the harde laſh. ; 
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Usbandmen having to. do.with divers ſorts of grain! 
A {ome more topgh and ſhahþorg j,9thersmore:free.apd: 
tender, do-yat. beat all alike in;the #xcibing fAgors! bates 
\they havechreibals of (ſeveral {es fochey befioxt an 'de 
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\Srain more,. on other lewer rokes., a6 


More folid grain with greater ſtrength you thrafh,\ 
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*. .Husbandry ſpititualized; Or, 


the Prophet T/aiab hath Chap. 28. v. 27. The Fitcher are not 
threſhed with a threſhing inſtrument, neither is the Cart-wheel 
turned about upon the Cummin, but the Fitches are beater out 
with a ſtaff, and the Cummin with arod. The manner of beat- 
| ing out the Corn in ancient times, was far different from that 
; which is now in uſe among us3 they had the. Cart-wheel, 
* which was full of jron ſpokes or tecth, and the hoofs of beaſts 
; for the harder ſort of grain, as Wheat, Rye and: Barley, a 
' ſtaff or Bail for the Firches, and a rod or twig for the Cum- 
' min all which inftruments were proportioned according to 
' the nature of the grains a 


APPLICATHO N. 


ge having to do in a way of correQion with divers ſorts 
| of offenders, doth not uſe the like ſeverity with them 
"all, but proportions his corre@ion to their abilities and 
' fireogth, Fer. 30.11. Iwill not make a full endof thee, 
' but will | corre& thee in meaſure ] and willnot leave thee 
; altogether unpuniſhed, ( q. d. ) afflied thou muſt be, my re- 
' fpet to my own glory and thy good, puts a neceility up- 
on that; but yet I will do it moderately , I will not lay on | 
' without meaſure or mercy, asI intend to do upon. the ene- 
-ies 3 but will mete out your ſufferings in. a due proportion, 
-even asa careful Phyſician in preſcibing Pills and Potions to 
' his Patients, hath regard as well to the ability. of the Pa- 
' tient as to the nature and quality of the diſeaſe 3 even ſo thy 
God, O Iſrael, will not afflit thee according to the great- 
neſs of his power and his wraths anſwerable thereunto, P/2l. 
'90. 11. that would break thee to pieces, Pſal. 78.38. Nor 
yet will he ali thee according to the demerit of thy fin. 
As it ſhall be much leſs than what I could inflict 3 fo it ſhall 
belels than thine iniquities deſerve, Ezra 9.13. Neither 

power, nor my deſert, ſhall be the rule of my 'proceed- 
 ings> but I willdo ic with moderation and- miercy,' as thou 
. | art able to bear. I that have inſtructed the Husbandman to 
proportion his inſtruments to the quality of the'grain before: 
[094 will exerciſe the like wiſdom and mildeſs towards _ | 

4 : a 


. Cr - 


ct OR þ 0 £5 _—_ 
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thee, andithe (imilitude betwix: ans 
* | his corn, and the Lords affliting his people, ftands: int 
x particulars. j, | ? Df; 7 115; : HAY | 
+ :. 'The Husbandmans end in threſhing the corn, is to ſeparate 
T it from the husks and chaff; and Gods end in aflliting his 
people, is to ſeparate them from their fins, "Jo. 27.9. | In 
meaſure when it ſhooteth forth, he will debate with it, (6. e.) 
he will moderately corre& them; and what the end of thoſe 
correQions are, the next words inform us 3 By this therefore 
\ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the frait to 
take away bis fin. God uſes aflitions, as we uſe fope , to 
cleanſe away filthinefs, and to fetch out ſpots, Dax. x1. 35 


luſts. 

If the Husbandman have cockle , darnel, or pernicious 
 tares before him in the floor among his corn, he little regards 
F whether it be bruiſed and battered to pieces by thethreſhold 
| or no 3 *tis a worthleſs thing , and he ſpares it not. Such; 


cotkle cand tares are 'the enemies of God 3 and when theſe 


having teeth, which ſhall beat them to dufi, I/@. 41.15. The 
daughter of Babylon is like athreſhing floor; *tis time 20-threſh 


ſmites not his people, according to the firoke of them that 
ſmote them 3 the meaning is, his ſirokes on them ſhall be dead- 
ly ſtrokes. They ſhewed no mercy to Siox, and God will 
ſhew no mercy to b | | | 
When the husks and chaff are perfcRly ſeparated from: 
the grains then the Husbandman beats:it no more. When, 
ha 


he aims not at the deſtruQion of their perſons , but of their | 


cotne under the flail ,| he ſtrikes them without mercy 3] for |. ' 
theſe, the Lord prepares a new ſharp threſhing inſtrumicne | 


ber, Jer. 5-33. And when that' time. is come, then ( in | © 
allufion tothe Beaſt, that-was to tread out:the corn. ) Srom*s | 
horn ſhall be of iron, and ber booft broſi, Mich. 4-13; He| 


th perfeQly purged and ſeparated the fins of his Peo- | 


ple, then afflitions ſhall come to a perpetual end , lee will 
never ſinite themagain 3 there is no noiſe of the threſbir 
[inſtrument in heaven 3 he-that beat them with his fail. 
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| |onidergels of Gdd over his allithed ,! is evidently: ——_ 


for their rryals, 'Luke 24, 494; 


| with their eroubles; as you ſometimes ſee the Lan ſhine out 
| while the rain falls. 
| #ight (and it wasa fad night indeed): there State the 
| Angil of the Lord, whoſe Iam. ; 


| res e to bear it. Plal. 1254i3.: The od: is. pray off; wb 
[ojevrs 45 even ready to. pat forth highand 


if herwert angry with it, yotbe loves-and: h highly, whnes if 
od thovgh God fifikeand 46f: bis - people >: yet; he-{ers;.2; 
reat value upon them? and it is equally abſurd_-to,,i 
od'shatred to his people from! his afiting of them: as The |, 
'Hubbandnfins hatted to {iis 'Corn,; becauſe he threes and: 
beats it, :Heb.. 42,63; Whoymthe: Lerdloveth-be eorrefieth; and. 
chaſtweth every. ſon whos he ratepbeth. | |: 

' Though the Husbandmanthreſb and beat the-Gorg,! yet he. 
'will not bruiſeor hurt it if he can help-it 3 though ſore xc- 
-quire more''and harder firokes than other , yet none ſhall 
'have more than it.can endure. And though. the Lord: affli | 
'bjs;Servants, yet he will do them no hurt, Fer,, 25. 6. Some 
'naed morerods than others, but none: ſhall have more than 
they can bear 3 the Lord knows the meaſures and degrees 
ef fiis Seryants faith and patience, and accordingly ſhall their 
ttials be, P/aL .1C3. 134 14. Like as a father pities bis ehil- 
dren, fs the Eord pitieth them that fear bim ,, for he knows their 
fipere, be remembers they are:huz duſts be makes 4 way to eſcape 
tchatithey:mayibe able 26beariifs: 1.1Cor, 104 13 T his -care and 


be three particulars: .! / 
*{1 ). In-npt'expbofibg thons' fo, ill he have prepared chm 
"Tarry ye at Jeraſalem wail ye 


| be endued mith power. from vs'\FHigh,; 'Hegivecs arg cti 
eminent diſcoveries ofi his Love immidiate)y.; before,, __ 
aPrepaxative to: their! fulictings4' in. the: Rrcygetd: \Whercoh, | 
they are carried through all; 

- (2) Orifinot-ſo, then he intermixech ſanevrting comfart 


'T was ſo with Pasl,; Ads .:27, 23. This 


(3) In taking off the afMiiction 1 aha <hry can bear At x no 
onger, 1 Cor. -10. 13. He makgs s way to eſcape, that as 159 
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a Jewiſh Proverb,&When thecbricks:aze dawbled, 
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H: The Lord is pitiful when he ſites them, but I have 
been cruel. He is kind to them» when moſt ſevere 3 but the 
beſt of my kindnefſes to them , may fitly enough be. called 
ſeverity. God (mites them in love, I have ſmitten chem. in 
hatred, ' Ah, what have T done? God hath uſed me 2s his 
hand, *Pſzl. 17. T4. or as his rod to-afflict them, Fer. 10.7. : 
but Iris end and mine is widely-differed in that aQion» 1/2. 
Io. 7. TI am but the Scullion-;' or rather the wilp ta Scour 
and cleanſe theſe veſſels of glory, and when I have done that 
dirty work, thoſe bright ſouls ſhall be ſet up in heaven, and 
T calf into the fire: "If he fhatt have judgment without Mer- 


cy, that ſhewed no mer wW can 
Lord, whoſe people 5 at 
ſake? 
Is the Lords Wheat thus cthreſhed in the floor of 
on ? What then thall'F think of my condition ,/-who 


REFLECTIONS 


ed mercileſly for his: 


pro 
and am let alone inthe way of in? ſurely the Lord Jogks on. 
me as'on a weed, andinor 43 hiv corn 3; and.”tis-top! probabte ' amiations. - 


that I am ratherreferved for burning; than threſhing- Sowme 
there are whom God loves notfo well-as to-ſpend ane rod-up-/ 


Ow unlike am I to God, in the afflidting of his onal ?|- 


[expect mercy from the/| 
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on them, but ſaith, Let-thens atone;: Hol. -4117. but miſerg 
bleis their condition! ; notwith{tanding their impunity-z 
what is the interpfetation but this? 1 will come to -a-xeckay- 
ing with cher for Heoger ther inhietl. Lord, how auch betrer 
is thy affliting "mitch! ge thy ſparing: ſeverity! Better js 
the coriditionof 'an'aflitad chile, thai of a xejetedbalkarg.!| 
Heb. 12.7, O; Tetin ear atal rod tio, as 

of a loving father, thai [thy arecrrſtr, 29th Wa! 
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of an omnipotent aVerpers® 7721110 2, \p; oil no *%ug 
Well they difpontndt Otiry-ſoul, thou hearel the Hug 


and 


the Lord loveth thee not the _ becauſe he *_ thee! 


= 


much. © If aflition then be-the way to hegven,. bleſſed be 
] God for afliion. The threſhing ſtrokes of God have come 
thick upon me, by which I may fee what a tough and' ſiub- 
born heart T have ; if one word would have done the work, 
he would not have lifted up his hand the cond times 1 
have not had a ſiroke more than I had need of, x Pet. 1.6. 
and by this means he will purge my fin, bleſſed be God for | 
that. Thedamned have infinitely more and harder firokes 
than T, and yet their ſins ſhall never be ſeparated by their ſuf. 
ferings. Ah, fin, curſed fin, Iam fo much out of love with 
thee, that I am willing to-endure more than all this to be well 
rid of thee, all-this I ſuffer for thy ſake, but the time is come | 
ing when I ſhall be rid of fin and fuffering together. Mean 
while Iam under my own fathers hand,fmite me he may, but 
| hate me he cannot. En 


The Poem, 


He ſacred records tell us, heretofore 
God had an Altar in a (2) -threſbing floor 3 
| Where threſhing inſtruments deyoted were 
: {To facred'fervice, ſo you tind them here. 
1 now would teach the threſher to beat forth, 
A notion from the threſhold much more worth 
Tbs [Theol his corn; . and mike him underſtand 
= That ſoul-infiruQing enginein his hand ; _. | 
| M2) 1.28.27.) With fewer (2) firokes, and lighter you. will bac  _ 
The oats and barley., . than; the ſtubborn wheat, OR. 
Which will require and endure more blows, 
| Than freer grain. | Thus drals- (3) the Lord by thole _ 
Whom he afflids. He doth not uſe to.ſtrike, Ae 
'| Offending children, with his rod: alike. - - 
But onthe (4) ableſt ſhoulders doth impoſe, 
"The heavieſtburdens 3 and the (5) leſs on thoſe 
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tt tn his handling; of therodaiy::! 1; 

God cage a (6): rate-book by hin, -whezein he 
Keeps juſt accounts, how rich his people beiz.' | . 

Whart'faith,' expericnce,; pan tience;more Or leſs. . | 
- |[Eachone poſſefleth, and deth.them alles: :'!: |; 
"According to their ſtock. Such as have not. - 
A Martyrs faith, (hall have no Martyrs ler. - 
The {7) kinds, degrees, and thecontinuance 
Of all-cheir ſufferings, to a circumſtance 3 _ 
Preſcribed are by him who wiſely ſways 
The:world, (8) more than'srigheon nOman. layes.. 
Be tan or devil the Apothecary, - -::: . 
God's the Phyfician 3 who carithen- mikury 
In ſuch a hand? he never did; or will 
Suffer.the leaſt addition to his Bill. 
{Nor meaſure, nor: yet mercy he obſerves 
Jn threſhing (8) Bobylon, for ſhe deſerves: - 
His heavieſt "oe ce and in his floor ſhe muſt 
Be beaten ſhortly with his flail to duſt. 
But Sjon's God (1) in meaſure will debate, 
His children he may.ſmite 3 but cannot hate. 
He beats them, true, to make their chaff _ >. 
That they like purged goldetrgrains may:lye 
'In card heap, with thoſe bleſs'd fouls: that here 
Once in like manner thraſh*dz. and winnowed werc- 
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CHAP. XX. 


| The an doth cauſe light chaff to fly away, 
| So all th ungoa! Tx fn ms day. 
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/ he mingled with erapty cars, and” 


Hen the Corn is threſbed:out in the foo wher 
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| reaſon of its ſolidith;'nemgins upory-the fhoer,-buti rhe chaif 


z M=: have their winnowing days, - and God hath hiss a 


| wheat into the garner but be mill burn uithe obaff wit 


the Husbandmanbeddrics it out. alt rogethes" into ſvine-opeh 
place, where having ſpread/his ſheet: fox:the preſeovation of|. 
the grain, hecapols jvalbto:the wind the. good grain, by 


being light and ralnpey;z vigpartlycaryjed? quice: away, 'by the 
wind, and all the reli Feparated fron the 'good::gnaim' into a 
diltin& heap 3 which is carried away, either to the hre or the 
dunghill, as a worthleſs thing.: - | | 


APPLICATION . «. 


day to ſeparate the chaft from-ithe wheat, the godly 
from the ungodly; who: hall both-be held up ts the wind, 
but only the wicked ſhall-be driven'away by it. Such a day 
God hath in this world, wheveinhe winhows his whear, and 
ſeparates the chaff. There is double faining or winnowing 
of men herc in this world ;: one'ls dviirinally,- in; which-lenk 
| I underſtand that Scripture; Mari 5: 12 :bpoken: of  Chrilt, 
when he was entring into his!Minifterial-work; Heir fans in 
his hand, and be ſhall throwghly purge his. floor, and = bjs 
nen- 


| chable fire, ' The preaching of the'Goſpel {5 as-a fars in 'Chrilts 
hand, and it is ay inuch as if: Fob» had thus told the: Fewr;cthat 
though there were many hypocritical oneyampng them, that 
had now a place and name among the people of God ,-and 
gloried in their Church-priviledges, yet there is a purging 
blaſt of truth coming, which ſhall make them fly out of the 
Church, as faſt as chaff oat of *thefloor. - - Thus Chriſt win- 
| nowsor fans the word doGyinally : The qther is judicially, 


Churches, for:this.very crd;' that thoſe which are but. chaff, 
(4.6) —_— vain Profcfſors may by ſuch winds as iheſe, 
| be ſeparated from his people. | 
. The Church! ipcitafes two ways,” and by two divers 
| means extenjively, in bredth and number, and intenſively, in 
vigour -and- powers peact and proſperity -caues itheiifirlt} 
| Gflringyand adverſity the laſts; and well'may a-day of yer- 
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Gas. your ſelves together, (orasſoine z2ad)! fa your "ſolver. 
yea, fan your: ſelves, - hefore the deerdet Mb, -and the vi 
of 87 the chaff.) Bexdoth notmenn;;thaa'thwtioge woe ks 
ths 60h, but there is-a day:ob aftlicdivay 4nd difreſs Eorfihn 
the wicked {hall paſs xithes chaffobetore the w 
ef] nptyi —— upon Nav 
ga wall fil abide arbbng: the:Gorry 3; God hith 
appointed agother.:ddy-for the winnewing 'of the' i ors 
Pen the day af jpdgment ;oib-reference'ro xwhich tt 5s 141d; 
alert 245152 11 The war ret Ap the ch 


priicp the mindearives antays theiforedle; 
b n Judgment, nor f 1ners in thexochge pos any 


in, a,'ieve, and. then the; wicked hall appear to/be bat tha 
which God will eteroally ſeparate from! his «wficat.” "Pw 
not, fralaabe, firpilicugle, nſuichſs diſplay: Win thele- Neves 
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| he would quickly fet fire to the four quarters, and make it like 


_ | out. The Church.often helps the world, it reccives many' 
benefits from the people of God3 and ſometimes God over- | 


corn isamong it, which he highly prizeth ; and be affured, 
God would never ſuffer the wicked to abide long in this world 
werc it not for his own ele that were diſperſed among them. | 
Except thei Lord had ſuch a remnant diſperſed in the world, 


Sodom, Iſa. 1. 9. 
not what becomes of it, and of as little worth are wicked 


The heart is the principal part of the man, and yet that's but 
chaff; no warth in it; his lands, his clothes, $&c. are worth 
ſomewhat, but his heart is worthnothing. 
Though chaff in it ſelf be nothing worth, yet it is of ſome 
uſe to the corn 3 whiles *cis ſtanding in the field 3 the ſtalk 
bears up the ear, and tbe chaff covers the grain, and defends: 
it from tbe injury of the weather. ' Thus God rnakes wicked 
'men of uſe to his les in outward ſociety 3 they help to 
ſupport and proted them in 'this world, Rev. 12.16. The 
earth helped the woman, (i. e. ) worldly men for carnal ends' 
helpt the Church, when a flood of perſecmion- was poured 


rules the world to help his church. | 
When the chaff and wheat are both brought forth and held 
| up to the wind in one fieve, they fall rwo ways 3 the wheat: 

falls down upon the floor or ſheet , the chaff is carried quite 


ther, yet when this winnowing time comes, 


the other way, Moat. 3. 12. 
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it is ſifted in a windy dzy, it: cannot polbþly eſcape if it 
icked man. to eſcape the critical ſearch of Gvd in thar day? 
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ſhall be gatheredinto his garner in heaven, 'the chaff ſhall go | 
| . If .there be any-chaff among the corn, it will r when 
be. well wimnowed 3 much 'more "impoſſible ie is for any | 
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[ 'The Husbandwam would never endure' the husks, chaff," 
and; dry fialks to-remairr in the field; if ie! were riot for the || 
goad corns ſake 3 he would quickly ſeefire on it, but that the 


The chaff is a very worthleſs thing, the Husbandman cares 
men, Prov. 10. 20, The beart of the wicked is little worth. | 


away : Soalthough for a time godly and vos ang Aero | 


| | the cloſeſt hypocrite ſhall then-:be deteded., for God Will 
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judge the fecrets of men, 2 Gor. 16, {He will then bring to 
light the bidden things of darkneſs, . and makg menifeft the.coun- | 
fſels of the heart, 1 Core 445, 64 _ 
| Laſtly, after corn and chaff are ſeparated by the winnow-.| 
ing wind, they ſhall never lie together:in-pne heap any more. 
The wicked ſhall ſee Abraham,and Jads;and Facob and all che 
| Prophets in the Kingdom of God, but themſelves thruſt out 3 


| a ; 
| there is no chaff in heaven. | 1, 


REFLECTIONS. 


{ 
I AM I an empty .vain profeſſor, that want the pith -and 


| man .cannot diſcern my hypocrilie , bat when he comes, 

| whoſe fan is in his hand , then how plainly will it be detedt- 

| ed?: Angels and men ſhall diſcero.it,, and Tay, Lo, this is the 

_ | 2a that made not. God bis hope;' how ſhall Labide the day: of 

| his coming ? Chriſt is the great heart-Anatomiſtz things ſhall 

not be carried then, by names and parties, as. they are. now 3 

| every one ſhall be weighed in a juſt ballance, and a Mene Te- 

kel, written upon every falſe heart 3 great will be the perſpi- 

cuity of that trial, my own conſcience ſhall joyn with my 

| judge; and ſhall then acknowledgez that there is not one 
drop of injuſtice in all that Sea of wrath and though I am 

| damncd, yet I am not wronged 3 the chaff cannot ſtand be- 
fort the wind, nor I before the. judgment of Chrift. | 


| Iedked it? O my ſoul! thou: had(t-been better imployed-in EXAMINAiON. | 


22:33 1 


ſearching thine own eſtate in reference to that day, 'than 'in 
; prying ſinfully into the hearts, and cenſuring.the conditions 
of other men; judge thy ſelf and thou: ſhalt not be con- 
demned with the world; -thework-indeed is difficult, bat the 
{ negle& dangerous : were I within a few:days to'ftand;at mgns: 
| Bar, there to be tried for- my lite,» how:buſiethonld Lhe | 
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ſubſtance of real godlineſs;z, then.am, L; but . chaff 4 Refie&i, 
in Gods account, : though I grow among his corn; the eye of = "ng 
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Is there ſucha fanning time coming 3 why do not I then |, Ref ER 
[ ſift my heart every day , by ſerious. (cli-cxamination?,np |, one thay. 
; work more important tome, and yet how: much;have. I negs [negle&s ſelf- | 
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befriend me? and fludving every advantage to my felf ? and 


. | work of grace upon my ſoul that will abide the trial : let the 


yet, what a viſt difference is there berween mans Bar and 
Gods ? between a tryal for my life, and for my foul ? Lord, 
rouze vp my ſluggiſh heart by awful and folicitous thoughts 
of that day, lelt 1 be found among that chaff, which ſhall be 
burnt up with unquenechable fire ! 

.Fear not, O my foul! though there be a blaſt coming 
which ſhall drive all the chaff into hell, yet it fthall blow 
thee no harm. 1 know that when he hath tryed me, I ſhall come 
forth as gold, Job 23. 10. + I confeſs I have toc much chaff 
about me, but yet I am not altogether chaff ? there is a ſolid 


jadgmetit to come be as impartial and cxad as it is poſſible to 
be yet a grain of fincerity cannot be loſt in it : for God will 
not caſt away a perfef, 3.e. (anvpright hearted ) man, Fob 
8. 20. He that is appointed to judge the world is mine 3 and 
his irmputed righteouſneſs will make me full weight in the 
ballance. Blefs the Lord ( O my foul ) for fincerity this 
wilt abide, when common gifts and etmpty names will fice as 
the chaff before the wind. 


The Poem. Fi 


He winnowing wind firſi (1) drives the chaff away, 
4 Nextlight, and hollow grains 3 thoſe only tay 
W hoſe weight, and folid ſubſtance can indure 
This trial, and ſuch grains are counted pure. 
The corn for uſe (2) is carefully preſervd'd. 
The uſeleſs chaff (3) for burning flames reſerv's 
No wind bt blows fome good, a Proverb is, 
Glad ſhall Lbe, if it hold true in this, 
©, that the wind when you- to winnowing go» 


| This ſpivicyal-good unto your ſouls might blow.! | 
1 Fo make 'you/pauſe, and ſadly ruminate 


In what a dolefal plight and -wretched fate. 
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Their ſouls are in, who cannot (4) hope to ſtand 

When he ſhall come, whoſe (5) fan is in his hand, 

His (6) piercing eyes infallibly diſcloſe, 

The very reins, and (7) inward parts of thoſe 

Whoſe outlide ſeeming grace ſo neatly paints, | 

That with the (8) beſt, they paſs for real Saints. 

No hypocrite with God (9) acceptance finds, 

But like the chaff diſpers'd by furious winds : 

Their guilt ſhall not that ſearching day indure, 

Nor they approach (1) th'afſemblies of the pure. 

Have you obſerv'd in Autumn, (2) thiftle-down 

By howling Exrzs ſcatter'd up and down 

About the fields ? Even fo Gods jreful ftorm 

Shall chaſe the hypocrite, who now can ſcorn 

The breath of cloſe reproofs and like a rock 

Repel reproofs, and juſt reprovers mock. 

How many that in (3) ſplendid garments walk 

Of high profeſſions ! and like Angels talk, 

Shall God deveſt; and openly proclaim 

Their ſecret guilt, to their eternal ſhame ! 

This is the day, wherein the Lord willrid 

His Church of thoſe falſe friends, which now lic hid 
his people. There will not be one | 

heart remain, to loſe our love upon. 

bleſs*d aſſembly ! glorious ſtate! when all 

6 their uprightneſs walk, and ever ſhall 

O make my heart ſincere, that I may never 

Prove ſuch light chaff as then thy wind will ſever 

From ſolid grain! O let my ſoul deteſt 

Unſoundneſs? and abide thy ſtriteſ teſts 
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T-O THE 


Second PART 


Ow 3 jsit DEPT > have 1 tired thee 3. 7 withime: 
© Whilſt through theſe pleaſant fields. thou YG 
Our path was pleaſant, bac if length of 
' Do weary thee, we'l ſlack our pace, and ſtay: TP 
Let's $ Ge a while under the cooling Shade | 
Of fragrant trees Trees were for ſhadow made.;,_ _ -; 
Lohere. apleaſant t grove, whoſe ſha ſhade. is god 5: ;; 4 || 


dingero  frutts do qn theſe 5 grow, |=. 
No ſnakes among the 5 crdamt ET, blow. | | 
Hett weTrepoſe 2 while, and then go view. 
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"TEE CHAP, I. 


F Ungraffed trees can never bear good frutt, © | 


Nor we till eraffed on a better root, 
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OBSERVATIO N. 


_—— tree naturallyſpringing up in the wood or hedge, 
and never graffed or removed from its native foyl, 
may bear ſome Fuit, and\that fat and pleaſant 40 the eye, 
but it will give youmo apntent atgll in eating , being always 
harſh, fowr and unpleaſant to the taſte 3 but if ſuch a ſtock 
be removed into a good ſoyl, and graffed with a better kind, 
|it may become a good tree, and yield fiore of choice and 
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grow u chelr Sites root, old Adam, may 5 oye oi 
ed pier of nataal 31r-aey bring forth, ſome fruit , 

hich Cite the wild hedge fruit we fpeak of ) may indeed 

air and pleaſant to the eyes of -men, but God takes, no 


becauſe. it ſpringsnot* fromthe ſpirit of Chriſt, Iſa: 1. 1 
T cannot pally ke *, it tr ifie, '% ' bat xha P-4ofl A 
intangle the chredof yy Afeourſe, 'T (hill (as in the former 
Chapters ) ſet before you a paraftel betwixt the belt fruigs af 
;\natural men, and thoſe of a wild ungraffed tree. *-, 
The root that bears'this wild 445 a degenerate root , 
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pleaſure at allinits \tisfowr, harlh,” and Jiftaſful to him | 


and that.is the cauſe of all this owrneſs and harſhneſs in th 


Sloxen, . ar caſt into ſome waſte and bad ſoy), where not bein 
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raauured and ordered aright,- it is: turned: wild: So:all 


Gregory, pertinent to my preſcat purpoſe, Genus bumanum 


trefied in the root of his tirſt Parent, Mat. 7,18 A corrupt 
tree cannot bring forth good fruit, 
This corrupt root ſpoils the fruit , by the tranſmiſſion of. 


for the ſame cauſe and reaſon , no meer natural or unregene- 
celfity of our drawing corruption: into all our ations, from 


an unclean? not one, The lenſe of it is well delivered us: (by 


threefold confirugtion 3 :Firlk, thus:: Who can bring a morally 
clean perſon out of a perſan+originally' unclean ? and fo he 
layes his hand upon his birth-ta: Or, Secondly, ( which 
ſpeaks to my purpoſe ) it may refer to the ation of the ſame 
man, mnan being unclean, cannot bring forth a clean thing; 
(t, e.) acleanor holy action 3 that which is originated, is 
like its Original, And: that" this: fowr fap of the firſt ſtock 
( I mean Adams (in ) is tranſmitted into! all mankind, not 
only corruptiog their fruit, but ruining and withering all the 
branches 3 the Apoſtle ſhews us in that excellent paralle] be- 
twixt the two Adams, Rom. 5. 12. Wherefore as by one 
mas | one, not only- in individao, ſed in-ſpecie, One repre- 


by imitation only, but by propagation? : and: this bx0u; b 
and ruin v all the branches. PR YH ie Ogre 
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fruits of unregenerate men flow from the: fiefl Adam, a cor-'}; 
rupt and degenerate root he was indeed planted a righr'} © - 
ſeed,: but ſoon turned a wild and degenerate plant ; he being]. 

the root from which every man naturally flows, corrupts alt | 
the fruit that any man bears from-hir. It is obſerved: by |. 


in parente primo, velut in radice putruit; Mankind was pu- | 


its fowr and naughty ſap into all the branches and: feuirs). . 
that grow on them 3 they fuck no other nouriſhment , bur | 
what the root affords them, and that being bad, fpoils af: | 


rate man can ever do one holy or acceptable action, ' becauſe | 
the corruption of the xoot is in all thoſe actions.' The ne-| 


this curſed xoot Adam, is expreſfed by a quick and ſmart In- | 
] cexrogation, Fob 14. 44 Who can bring a clean thing out of | 


Mr. Caryl in loc, ) This queſtion { faith he ) may undergoa | 


(cating the whole root or ſtock, : firs entred into thewortd ] tigt | 


: p 4p © » &. + ® Tt £ . 
> Mes , ” ; 
* . 
olſon-* une : wr 
*h 5,1 ; IE . . 
W-4 m py os. 
Wax oy . 
on i oe OP . RE 4 


Di ; - v5'F x PY : a 
wy ag RE" 1% wa wes 1 
Husbandry lized'; Or,: -\ | 
» : "+ »* * 
_—_—_ YE 9 ? 
—_— - 


pleaſant: to the taſte,, yet they.are fair and beautiful to the 
eye, a manthat looks upon them , and doth not know what* 
fruit it is , would judge it by its ſhew and colour to be excel- | 
lent fruit; for it makes a fairer ſhew oftentimes, thanthe 
beſt and moſt wholſom fruit doth : Even fo, thoſe' natural 
gifts: and . endowments which ſome uregenerate perſons 
have, ſeem exceeding fair to the eye, and a fruit to: be deti- | 
red. What excellent qualities have ſome meer natural men 
and women ? What a winning affability ? humble condeſcen- | 
tion , mcekneſs, righteouſneſs, ingenious tendernefs and | 
ſweetneſs of nature! As it was (hyperbolically enough) ſaid | 
of one, In hoc hymine, non peccavit Adam , Adam never fin-' 
ned in this man 3 meaning, that .he excelled the generality of 
Adams children in ſweetneſs of temper and natural endow- 
ments. What curious phantaſies,nimble wits,folid judgments, 
'tenacious. memories, rare clocution, 6c. are to be found | 
among meer natural men? by which they are affiſted in dif-- 
courling, praying, /preaching and 'writing, to the admiration” 
of fuch as know them !* but that which 'is' highly eſteemed | 
of men, is abomination to God, Luke 16, i5. it finds no ac- | 
ceptance with him, becauſe it ſprings from that curſed root of 
nature and is not the production of his own ſpirit. | 
If fuch a; ſtack were removed into'a better ſoyl, and'graf- 
fed with a. better kind; it might bring forth - fruit pleaſant | 
and gratcful to the Husbandman'3 and'if ſuch perſons (before 
deſcribed) were but regenerated and changed in their fpirits|: 
and principles, what excellent and uſeful perſons wonld they' 
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be in the Church of God ? and then their -fraits would be 
{weet and acccptable to him. | One obſerves of Fertallian, O-' 
rigen, and, Ferome, that they came into Canazy,' laden wich/' 


| Egyptian gold, (5. e-) they came ineo the-Church full of ex-\ 


| cellent humanglearning, which did Chrift much ſervice. i 
| - When the'Husbandman cuts.-down his* woods or hedges | 
| hecuts down theſe Crab-ſ(tocks with the':reſt, becauſe he vas i 
lags them:nat any more than the-thoras and-brattibles amotig7| 
which they grow: and as lietle will'God regard: or fpare| 
theſe natural branches, how:much ſoeverthey are laden witly 
ſuch fruit.- The threatning is-univerſaly John.373, Extepr you 
Ec : | "'R 
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| ruption of nature. 


| 


be res regenerate and'born-again; you cannot enter into: 10 the K 
dom of Heaven. ' And again, Heb. 12.14«  Withint bo ET 
0 man' ( be his natural gifts never ſo excellent ) ſhall ſee God. 
Imbellithed nature, is nature ſtill; That which is born of the 
fleſh, is but fleſh, however it be ſet off with PORE Mn to the 
eye of man ; ” 


$ 


REFLECTIONS. wy 


5 Bo what purpoſe then do I glory in my ante accom=- 
pliſhments ? Though I havea better nature thay ſome | 


| as I am ignorant of Chri 
j My head hath often ake 


| muel, and fondly conceiteſt that theſe things will procute; 


others have, yet it is a curſed-nature ſtill. Theſe ſweet qua- 
liries and excellent gifts, do-only hide, but not kill the. cor- 
I am but arotten. poli guilded over, and 
all my duties but hedge-fruit, which God. makes no account 
of. O cutting thought ! that the unlearned ſhall rife and 
take heaven, when 1 with all ny excell (hall de- 
ſcend into hell. Heaven was not made for tholars, as ſuch, - 
but for believers3 as one ſaid, when they comforted him upon 
his death-bed, that he was a knowing man, a DoGor of Divi- 
nity: O, ſaid hey I ſhall not appear before God as a Dodier, 

but as a man 3 I ſhall tand upon a level with the moſt illi- 
terate, in the day of Judgment 3. what doth it avail me that 
I have a nimble wit, whilſt I have none to.do. my ſelf good ? 
Will my Judge be charmed with a rhetorical tongue ? Things 
will not be carried in that world, as they are in this- If I 
could with Bereagarius diſcourſe de omni  ſcibili, of every thing 
that is knowable 3 or with Solomon unzavel nature from the 
Gedar to the Hyſop, what would this advantage me, as long 
> and the myſtery of Regeneration ?| 


ake for fin? Methinks, O miy ſoul,” thou trimmeſt/up thy | 


ſelf in theſe natural ornaments toappear before Gods: ail 5 


as that delicate Agag did, when he was to-come before Se | 


favour, or ( atleaſt) pity from him? But yet,, chink notfok| 
all that, the bitterneſs of death'is paſt 5 ay not! 6) 


with ſtady;- but when did my' heSt _ 


7s 


I. 
A RefleRion 


(Pran accome} .. 
Nartus | 


pliſhed 
—_ 


Aa 


Will God caſt ſuch a one as Tinto hell ? Shalks dogrohl inc : 


weak bcl.ever. 
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II - .  .: -— Hudhandry ſpiritealized ;'Qr, 
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2, 
A refleQion 
for. a true, but 


parts be damned ? . Alas! juſtice willhew thee: t0: pieces, as as 


| SC envblel did that ſpruce King, and notabate thee the lcaſt,for 


theſe things many thouſand branches of nature, a3 fair and 
fruitful as thy (elf, are now blazing in hell, becauſe not'tranſ- 
planted by regeneration into Chrijt ; and if he ſpared not ther 


| neither will he ſpare thee. 


I am a poor deſpiſed Shrub, which have no beauty at al 
in me, and yet ſuch a.one hath the Lord choſen to tranſplant 
into Chriſt, whilſt he Icft many fragrant branches ſtanding on 
their native ſtock, to be fewel of his wrath to all eternity! O 


- | grace for ever to be admired ! Ah,_what cauſe have I to be 


thankful to free grace, and forever to walk bumbly with my 
God: the Lord hath therefore choſen an unlikely, rugged, 


f unpoliſhe creature as I am, that pride may. for ever be hid 


4 


. .»-J(+1) x Cor. 204! 
14S - ay 
{ Thecommion-fiock, his (2) fcituation good, 


{2) Eccl. 7.9. 
(3)Denr. 3 2.8. 


{4) Rom.5.12, 


And level'd with:the carth his lofty Crown. 


from mine cyes, and that I may never glory in his preſence, 
4 Cor. 1.29. I now have the advantage of a better: root 
and ſoyl than any carnal perſon hath, it will therefore' be a 
greater ſhame tOtne, and a reproach to the root that bears me, 
if I ſhould be out-Rtript and excelled by them 3 yet Lord, 
how often do I find it ſo? I ſee ſome of them meck and pa- 
tient, whilſt Iam proud and paſſionate 3 gentle and affable, 
whilſt I am rough and ſurly 3 generous and noble, whilt 1 
am baſe and penurious. Truly, ſuch a branch as I _ is no 
honour to the root that bears it. 


The Poem, | 


Ama mite FR Eden Tree 
Which to. (2): mankind God had dated to "a 


His (3) branches wany, of himfclf a wood. 
And like a Cedar by the River fed, 

Unto the clouds his ample branches ſpread. - 
| Sin fmote (4) this root, then juſtice cut him down 3 


What 
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Hohour, and Admiration. 
That fi 


You'l admire 


as theſe, are fewel for the fire. 
IndeeFten thouſand pities *tis to ſee 
Such loyely creatures.in.thiscaſe to be. 
Did they by trae regeneration draw. 

The fap of life from” Fefſes root, (4) the Law, 

By which they now to wrath condemned are 

Would ceaſe to curſe, and'God ſuch buds would ſpare. 
But out of him, there's none of theſe can move 

His untetenting heart; 'or draw hislove. © 
Then cut me off, from this accutfed Tree'; 
Leſt I for ever be cut off from thee. | 


- 


= 


{DRom.$.18:! 
{6) Joh. rs: 6+]. 
(7) Joh. 3.16.|- -- 


47, 


|(9) Gal. 3. 10.f © . 


(2) Mark 10. 
20, Fl, 


| (1)Heb.12.24; 


(3) Heb. 6:4 Go | 
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The heaventyaje of tartbiy thi 
What hope of branches, when the (5) trees o*return'd ? 
But like (6) dry faggots to be bound and burn'd. 
Ic had been ſo, had not (7) tranſcendent love, 
Which in a ſphere above our thoughts doth move 
Prepar'd a better (8) ſtock, to ſave and nouriſh 
Tranſptanted ewigs, which in him thrive and flouriſh, 
In Adam all are (9) curs'd, no ſaving fruit 
Shall ever ſpring from that ſin-blaſted root. 
Yea all the branches that in him-are found, 
How (1) flouriſhing ſoever muſtbe bound 
And pil'd together, hotrid news'to tell! 
To make an everlaſting blz2e in hell. - 
God takes no pleaſure in the ſweeteſt bud 
Difclos'd by nature, for the root's not good. 
Some (2) boughs indeed richly adorned are 
With natural fruits, which to the eye are fair, 
Rare (3) Gifts, ſweet diſpofitions, which attrafts - 
The love of thouſands, and from moſt exaQts 
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(3) i Cor. 15-4 
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| (4) Rom! 1.2 | ' 
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* .: Hosbgndry ſpiritaalized;, Or,: 
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| Loon the wail When ere you bud or graft, therein you ſee 3 


t* | onof the graf How Chriſt, arid fouls muſt here united be. | 
F, | with the flock : 


—— 


OBSERVATION. 


V Hen the Husbandman hath prepared his grafts in the 
ſeaſon of the year, he garries them, with the tools 
that are neceſſary for that work, to the tree or ſtock he intends 
to ingraft 3 and having cut off the top of the limb, in ſome 
ſtrait ſmooth part, he cleaves it with his knife*or chiflel, a 
little beſide the pithz knocks in his wedge to keep it open, 
then (having prepared the.graft, he carctully ſets .it into the 
cleft, joyning the jnner fide 'of the barks of graff and-ſtock 
together, (there being the main current of the ſap) then puls 
out his wedge, binds both together (as in barking) and clays 
|.it up, to defend the tender graff and wounded ſtocks from 
the injuries of the Sun and Rain, .: ' $- | 
' Threſetender cyences quickly take hold of the ſtock. and 
having immediate coalition with it, drink inits ſap, concot 
it into their own nouriſhment, thrive better, and bear more 
and better fruits than ever they would haye done' upon their 
natural root, yea, the ſmallefi bud, being carefully inocula- 
ted and bohnd cloſe to tht ſtock), will in, ſhort time become a 
flouriſhing and frutful limb.,, ' + - 
APPLICATION. 


| Yr carries a moſt ſweet and lively reſemblance of the 
ſouls union with Chriſt by faith 3 and indeed there is 
nothing in nature that ſhadows forth this great Goſpel-my- 
ſtery like it : *Tis a thouſand pities, that any who are im- | 
{ ployed about, or are but ſpeFators of ſuch an a&ion, ſhould 


terminate their thoughts (as too many do) in that natural 
| objet 
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——_ 


tations, which it ſo.fairly offers them. - —_— 

When a-twig is to, be ingraffed;, -ora bud. inoculated, it is 
firſt cut off by a keen-knife trom the Tree on which it natural- 
| ly grew- | is ESTER | 
| And when'the Lord intends to graft a ſoul into Chriſt, the 

firſt work about it. is cutting, work, Afts: 3.37. their hearts 
were cut by. conviction and deep compunGtion no cyence is 
 ingraffed without cuttiog, no ſoul is united 'with Chritt with- 
| out a cutting ſenſe of fin and miſery, Fobn 16. 8, g., 
When the tender ſhoot is cut off from the Tree, there are 


eth the Husbandman to chuſe this, and leave them. 

Even ſo it is in the removing or tranſplanting of a ſoul by 
converſion, it leaves many behind it in the {tate of nature, 
as likely and promilſing as.it ſelf but (o it. pleaſeth God to 
rake this ſoul, and leave many others yea, often ſuch as grew 
upon the ſame root 3 I mean, the immediate parent, Mal. 1, 
2. was not Eſau Jacob's brother, ( ſaith tbe Lord ) yet T loved 


| obje&, and not raiſe up thejx hearts to theſe heavenly: medi- 


(ordinarily) many more left behind. upon the ſame (Tree, as ; 
promiting and as vigorous as that which is taken but-it pleaſ- | 


Jacob, and I bated Eſau. - I; 

When the grafts are cut off, in order to. this work, *tis a 
critical ſeaſon with them if they lyer too. long before they 
are ingraffed , or take not with the: ſtock, *they dye, and are 
never more. to be recovered they,may- ſtand in the ſtock a 
while, but are no part of the Tree. | 
So when ſouls are under a work of conviction, it is a cri- 


miſcarry, and never recovered again z they have indeed for 
a time ſtood like dead graffs in the ſtock , by an external 
dead-hearted' profeſſion, but never;came to any thing 3 and as 
ſuch dead graffs cither fall off from the ſtock, or moulder 
away upon it, ſo do theſe, 1 Jobn 2.19. | 

The Husbandman when he hath cur off graifs, or tender 
buds; makes all the convenient ſpeed: hecan to cloſe them 
'with the ock the ſooner that is done, . the better 3 they get | 
no good by remaining as they are. And truly it Tug: 
ſervants of the Lord who are imployed 


in this 'work, 6}. 


| tical ſeaſon with them 3 many a one have I known then to | 
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Prey Huebandvy p rltualized 2 Or; 


ingrafling ſouls into Chriſt, to make aſl the haſte they can, 
to bring the convicted ſinner to a cloſure with Chriſt. As 
ſoon as ever the trembling Jaylor cryed out, What ſhall I do to|. 
be ſaved? Paul ard Silas immediately direct him to Chrift, Act, 
16. 30, ZI. They do not ſay, it is too ſoon for thee to a& 
faith on Chrift, thou art not yet humbled enough, but believe 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſft, and tho ſhalt be ſaved, 
There muſt be an incition made in the ſtock before any 
bud can be inoculated, or the ſtock mult be cut and cleaved, 
before the cyence can be ingraffed according to that in the 
Poct. Venerit iaſitio, fac ramum ramus adoptet. (i.e. ) 
Ky To grafts, no living fap the ſtocks impart; 
| Unlcts you wound, and cut them neer the heart. 
Such an_incifhon or wound was made upon Chrift, in or- 
der to our ingraffing into him, John 19. 34+ the opening of 
, that deadly wound gives life to the ſouls of believers. 
| - Thegraff is intimately, united, and cloſely conjoyned with 
| theſtock, the conjunGtion is ſo cloſe, that they become one 
Tree. | | 
There is alſo a moſt clofe and immediate union betwixt 
; Chriſt, and the ſoul that believeth in him. It is emphatical- 
' Iy expreſſed by the Apoſile, 1 Cor. 6.17. He that is joyned 
' to the Lord, is one fpirit. The word imports, the nearett, clo- 
' feſt and (trideſt union. Chriſt and the ſoul cleavetogether in 
' a blefled oneneſs, as thoſe things do that are glewed one to 
| another 3 ſo that, look as the graff is really in the ſtock, and 
the ſpirit or ſap of the ſtock is really in the graff, ſoa be-F 
| Hever is really (though myttically) in Chriſt 3 and the Spirit 
. of Chriſt is really communicated to a believer. T live, faith 
| Paul, yet not I, hat Chrift liveth in me, Gal. 2.20, He that dwel- 
 Teth in love, dwelleth in God, aud God in him, 1 John 4. 16. . 
; -Graffs are bound to the ſtock, by bonds made of hay or 
\ flags 3 theſe keep it fieddy,elfe the wind. would loofe it out of 
the ſtock. 
| The believing ſoul is alſo faftned to Chrift, . by. bagds 
which will fecure'it ftotn all danger of being looſed off from 
him any more. - There are two bonds of this union; the Spi- 
rit on Gods part, this is the firm bond of union , —_— 
| whic 
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| The heawenh feat carthipebings. 


which we could never be made one with Chriſt, Kom, 8. 9, 
If any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, be is.none of bis ; and 
faith on our part, Epb. 3. 17. That Chrift may dwell in your 
hearts by faith. Theſe hold ſtrongly. 

Though the ſtock be one and the fame, yer all grafts do 
not thrive and flourith alike in it, ſome oat-grow the reſt ; 
and thoſc that grow not ſo well as the others do, the. -faulr is 
in theny, and not in the ſtock : So it is with Souls really uni- 
ted to Chriſt 3 all donot flouriſh alike in him,- the faith of 
ſome grows exceedingly, 2 Theſ. 1. 3. the things that be in 
others are ready to dye, Rev. 3. 2. and ſuch fouls muſt charge 
the fault upon themſelves. Chrift ſends up living ſap enough 
not only to make all that are in him living, but fruitful bran- 
ches. ts A | 


REFLECTFIONS 
FF it ſo indeed betwixt Chriſt ated my ſoul, as it is betwixt 
the ingraffed cyence and the ftock ? what honour and 
glory then hath Chritt conferred upon me, a poor unworthy 
creature? What! tobe made one with him, to be a living 
branch of him, to be joyned thus to the Lord. Oh! whata 


and curſed plant , growing in the wilderneſs amongſt them 
that ſhall ſhortly be cut down and faggotted up for hell, for 
meto be taken from amongſt them, and planted into Chriſt, 
O my ſoul ! fall down and kiſs the feet of free grace, that 
moved ſo freely towards fb vike a creature ! the dignities and 
honours of the Kings and Nobles of theearth, are nothing 
to mine 3 *twas truly confeſſed by one of them, that it js a 
greater honour to be a member of Chriſti, than the head of 
an Empire. Do I ſay, a greater honour than is put upon the 
K ings of the Earth ? I might have ſaid, it is a greater honour 
than is put upon the Angels of heaven ?for to which of them 


Look again upon the ingraffed cyences, O my foul? -and 
| thou ſhalt tind, that when once they had taken hold of the 
| ſtock, 


———— 
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preferment is this ! it is but a lictle while ſinceT was a wild | 


Four comfor-|' 
table Refletti- 
'ons for a rege-ſ. - 
necate ſoul, 
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ſaid Chriſt at any time, thou art bone of my bone , and fieth | . .., 
of my fleſh? Behold ! what manner of love is this ! 1 Joh 3.1. | 
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{and my ſoul is even ſo, preſerve 
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| 
| 


| IR th 'Lhis ſap might: ſack;*** + 


ſtock, they live as long as there is any ſap in the root 3 and | 
becauſe he liveth , I ſhall live alſo, for wy life is hid with | 
Chriſt in God, Cel. 3.3- The __—_ is preſerved in the ſtock, | 
in Chrift Teſus, Jude 1. | 
Aml joyned to the Lord as myſtical part, or branch of 
him 3 how dear art thou then, O my ſoul, e6the God and fa- 
ther of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt? What! a branch of his dear 
Son! What can God with-hold from: obe ſo ingraftcd ? | 
Eph. 1.6. Allis yours (faith my God ) for ye are Chriſte, 


| aud Chriſt is Gods, 1 Cor. 3. 23. 


Once more, draw matter of-inſtrution, as well as com- | | 
fort from this ſweet obſervation. Secing God hath put all 
this honour upon thee, by this moſt intimate union with his | 
Chriſt, look to it ( my ſoul ) that thou liveand walk as be-| - 
comes a ſou), thus one with the Lord 3: be thou tender over 
his glory, doth not that which ſirikes at the root, ſirike at the 
very life of the graff? and ſhall not that which ſtrikes at the | 
very gloty of Chriſt tenderly touch and affet thee ? yea, be; 
thou tenderly affe&ed with all the reproaches that fall ppon | 
him from abroad, but eſpecially with thoſe which redoung / 
to him from thine own unfruitfulceſs, O, diſgrace not the 
root that bears thee 3 let it never be ſaid; that any evil fruit 
thall be found upon a branch that lives and is fed uponi ſuch a 
ToOot. 


The Poem. 


O*f what conſidering ſerious man can ſee 

The cloſe conjunction of the graffand tree 3 
And whilſt he contemplates he doth not find 

This meditation;graffed on his mind : ? 


' lam the C DE branch, and Chriſt he's vine. 
.: hg{ Gs hand did pluck. by 
thatnative (2:) fieck.of mine, 
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and (6) nothing us can ſever. 


Bleſs*d be that hand which did remove, 
me from my native place, 
This was the (7) wonder of thy love 


the triumph of thy grace. 


That Ia wild (S) and curſed plant, £5 
ſhould thus preferred be | 
Who all thoſe (6) ornaments do want, 
thou may?'lt in others ſee. 


f 
, 


the branches are not dry - 
Whilit Chriſt hath grace, and life to give 3 
my ſoul can never (1) dye. 


+. |. O bleſſed Saviour ! neyer could 
a graft cleave to the tree 
More (2) cloſe than thy poor creature nents 
united be with thee, 


*twill be a ſhame for thee; 
| To want the choiceſt ſorts of fruit ; 
and yet thus graffed (3) be .; 4-1 - 


Thus you may ihake fromi/graffs before 1 
More precious fruit than 67200, trees: 
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As long as er*e the root doth live, "; 
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My ſoul, diſhonour not thy root, -ailoard Dems 
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| The bloudy (3) ſpear did in his heare (3) Joh. 19.34} - 
a deep inciſion make, $33 
That grace to me he might impart, : 
and I thereof partake. | : 
The ſpirit (4) and faith is that firm/band, 74 
which binds us faſt together ; (4 (4) now: a5 E 
Thus we are claſped (5) hand in hand (5) Cant.2.16, 


(6)Rom. 8.35. 


( 8) Rom. 11417 


(7) 1 Joh, 3-ls 3 3 


( 9)Mar, 11:2 s} 


Cr )Joh. x4. x; 


Upon the ga. | 


thering of 
ſrut:sin Au-' 
rumn. 
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CHAP. - 111. 


iFhen Trees are ſhak'd, but little fruit remains; 
Juſt ſuch a remnant to the Lord pertains. 


—_ 


OBSERVATIO N. 


Þ is a pleaſant ſight in Autumn, to ſee the fruitful bran- | 
ches hanging full of cluſters, which weigh the boughs to 
the ground. 


Aſpice curvatos pomorum pondere ramos, 
Ut ſua quod peperit vix ferat arbor onus. 
Which I may thus Engliſh, 


O what a pleaſant ſight it is to ſee, 
The fruitful cluſters bowing down the tree. 


| But theſe laden branches are ſoon eaſed of their burden, 
for as ſoon as they are ripe, the Husbandman aſcends the tree, 
and ſhaking the limbs with all his might , cauſes a fruitful 
ſhower to fall like hailltones upon the ground betow, which 
being gathered to a heap, are carried to the pound, broken 
all to pieces in the trough, and ſqueezed toa dry lump in the 
preſs, whence all their juice and moiſture runs into the Fat. 
How few eſcape this Fat, of all thoſe -multitudes that grew 
in the Orchard ? If you now look upon the Trees, you may 
poſſibly ſee here one, and there another, two or three-upon 
the outmoſti branches, but nothing tn compariſon to the vaſt 
numbers that are thus uſed. . | 


APPLICATION. 


his ſmall remains of fruſt,” which are either left upon 
- & the tree;"'origathered ih for an hoard, do well reſemble 


that ſmall number of Gods cle in the world, which free | 
es -- 4s , £ 2 | F grace ' 


- oo 
- 20 — 


MEMLRINSaan orbits hw 
The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 


grace hath reſerved out of the general ruine of mankind. | 
Four things are excellently ſhadowed forth to us 'by this ſi- 
militude. | 

You ſee in a fruitful Autumn, the trees even oppreſt and 
overladen with the weight of cheir- own fruits before the 
ſhaking time comes, and then they are caſed of their burden. 
Thus the whole creation groans under the weight of their 
ſins who inhabit it, Rome. 8. 22. the creatures are in bondage, 
and by an elegant Proſopopeia, are ſaid, both to groan and 
wait for deliverance. The original fin of man brought an 
_ curſe, which burdens the creature, Gen. 3.17. Curſed 
is the ground for thy ſake; and the aQual fin of man brings 
aQual curſes upon the creature, Pſal. 107. 34. Thus the in- 
habitants of the world load and burden it, as the limbs of a 
tree are burdened, and ſometimes broken with the weight of 
their own fruit. | 

You may obſerve it in your Orchards every year, what 
abundance of fruits daily fall, either by ftorms, or of their 
own -accord 3 but when the ſhaking time comes, then th 
ground js covered all over with fruit. Thus it is with the 
world, that myſtical tree, with reſpe& to men, that inhabit 
itz there is not a year, day or hour, in which ſome drop nor, 
as it were of their own accord.by a death; and ſome- 
times wars and epidemical plagues blow down thouſands to- 
gether into their graves, theſe are as high winds in a fruitful 
Orchard, but when the ſhaking time, the Autumn of the 


together, cither by death,, or a tranſlation equivolent there- 
unto. * NY : NY OI OST; TIN 
When fruits are ſhaken down from their trees, then th 
Husbandman ſeparates *them'3 the, far greateſt part for the 
puund, and ſome few he reſerves for a hoard., which are 
brought to his table, and'caten with plcafure.- This: excel- 
lently ſhadows forth that great feparatior, which ChtiR'will 
| make in the end of the world; when ſore thall- be calf Into 
the wine-preſs of the Almighties" wrath,” and otheiy preſer- 


world comes; then all its inhabitants ſhall beſhaken down | 


ved for glory. SF", 
Thoſe fruits which are preſerved on the tree, 'or -in'the 


| hoard, | 
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hoard, are comparatively but an handful to thoſe that are 
broken in'the pound. Alaſs ! *tis ſcarce one of a thouſand, 
and ſuch a ſmall remnant of Ele& ſouls hath God reſerved 
; | for glory. | | 
| I look upon the World, as a great Tree, conſiſting of four 
large limbs or branches 3 this branch or divilion of it on 
which we grow, hath doubtleſs a greater number of Gods 
ele& upon it, than the ocher three 3 and yet when I look with 
a ſerious and conlidering eye upon this fruitful Exropean 
branch, and ſee how much rotten and withered fruit there 
grows upon it, it makes me ſay as Chryſoſtom did of his po- 
pulous Antioch, Ah, how (mall a remnant hath Feſus Chriſt 
among theſe vaſt numbers! Many indeed are called, but, ah, 
how few are choſen | Mat. 2c. 16. Alas! they are but as 
the gleanings when the vintage is done here and there one 
upon its outmo!i branches. Toallude to that, 1/2. 17. 6. 
it was a ſad obſervation which that ſearching Scholar ( Mr. 
Brierwood) long lince made upon the world, that dividing it 
into thirty cqual parts, he found nolefs than nineteen of 
them wholly overſpred with Idolatry and Heatheniſh dark- 
neſs! and of the elcven remaining parts, no leſs than fix are 
Mahumetans ) fo that there remain but tive of thirty, which 
[profeſs the Chriſtian Religion. at large 3 and the far greater 
part of theſe remaining five, are invellop'd and drowned in 
| Popiſh darkneſs fo that you ſee the reformed Proteſtant Re- 
ligion is confined to a ſmall ſpot of ground indeed. Now, if 
from theſe we ſubſtract all the groſly ignorant, openly, pro- 
fane, meerly civil, and ſecretly hypocriticalz judge then in 
your ſelves, how ſmall a ſcantling of the world falls to 
Chriſts ſhare}. _: -. , FS Do | 
Well might Chriſt ſay, Mat. 7. 14. Narrow is the way, aud 
ſtrait is the gate, that leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it. And again, Luke 12.13. Fear not little,little flock, The 
large, ;piece goes to the devil, a little remnant is Chriſts, 
Rom. 9. 27+; Saints in Scripture arc called jewels, Mal. 3.17. 
| Precious Pearls and Diamonds, which the Latines call Vni- 
ones, Duia nulli dub ſimul reperiuntur (faith Pliny) becauſe 
| nature gives them not by pairs, but one by one. How many 
| | | pebbles | 
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pebbles to one pearl ? 2? Suitable to this —— is that com- 
plaint of the Prophet, Mich. 7.1,2. Wo is me, for Tam as 


ings of the vintage, there is no cluſter to eat; my ſoul deſired the 
| firſt ripe fruits 3 the good man is periſhedout of the earth, and 
| there is none, ( i. e. none comparatively ) upright among men. 

The Prophet alludes toa poor hungry man, that after the ga- | 
thering time is paſt, comes into an Orchard, deſiring ſome 
choice fruits toeat, but alaſs ! he finds none 3 there is no clu-! 
ſter 3 potlibly here and there a ſingle Saint, like a ſingle apple, 
here and there one after the ſhaking time. True Saints are 
the worlds rarities. 


REFLECTION 


V Hat then will be my lot , when that great ſhaking 
time ſhall come, who have followed the multitude, 

and gone with the tyde of the world ? how even when 1 have 
been preſſed to ſtrictneſs and ſingular diligence in the mat- | 
ters of ſalvation, and told what a narrow way the way of 
{ life is, have I put it off with this 3 If it be ſo, then wo to 
thouſands. Ah fooliſh heart * thouſands and ten thouſands 
ſhall be woful and miſerable indeed, to all eternity. Will it 
be any mitigation to my miſery, that I thall have thouſands 
of miſerable companions with me in hell? or will it be ad- 
mitted for a good plea at the Judgment (eat, Lord, I did 
as the generality of my neighbours in the world- didz except 
it were here and there a more preciſe perſon, 1 ſaw none, 
but lived as I lived. Ah), fooliſh inner ! Is it not better go 
to heaven alone, than to hell with company ? the worſi cour- 
ſes, havealways the moſt imitators, and-the road fo deſtruci- 
on is thronged with paſſengers. 

And how little better is my condition ? who have often | 
fathered the wickedneſs of my own heart, -upon the incou- 
ragemeats of mercy. Thus hath ,my heart pleaged againſt 


ſo ſevere with the world as to damn ſo many thouſands as are 


-in my condition : deluded ſoul,zif God had damned the whole 
race 


when they have gathered the Summer fruits, as the grape glean-. 


ſirictneſs and duty. God is a merciful Godz, and will not be |of mercy, 


Tat: 
A Refle@'on 
'for one thar 
follows the 
example of 
the multitudes 
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I. 

A Refle&ion 
for an cl«& 
foul, 


| What lingular obligations hath mercy put upon my foul ! 


| ned, yet my ſalvation would have been an ad of infinite grace 
- | but when ſcarce one of a thouſand are ſaved, what ſhall I call 


{(2)\ſa. 17. 6-| Here one (1) andbthere another 3 two or three 


race of Adam, he had done them no wrong 3 yea, there is 
more mercy in ſaving but one man, than there is ſeverity and 
rigour in damning all : how many drunkards and adulterers 
have lived and died with thy plea in their mouths ? God is a 
merciful God; but yet his word exprelly ſaith, Be ye not de- 
ceived, ſuch ſhall not inherit the Kiugdom of God, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 
Goa indeed, is a God of infinite mercy z but he will never 
exerciſe his mercy to the prejudice of his truth. | 

O, what rich grace is here ! that in a general Shipwrack 
mercy (hould caſt forth a line or plank to ſave me ! that when 
millions periſh, I with a few more ſhould eſcape that perditi- | 
on. Was it the Fathers good pleaſure to beſtow the King- 
dom upon a little flock, and to make me one of that number ? 


the fewer arc ſaved, the more cauſe have they that are, to ad- 
mire their Saviour ! It but one of a thouſand had been dam- 


that grace, that caſt my lot among them ! 


The Poem, 


HE that with ſpiritual eyes in Autamn ſees 

The heaps ot fruit which fall from ſhaken trees 
Like ſtorms of hailliones3 and can hardly find 
One of a thouſand that remains behind. q 
Methinks this Meditation ſhould awake 
His foul; and make it like thoſe trees to ſhake 

. Ofall thecluſters which o lately grew 
Upon theſe trees, how few can they now ſhew ? 


Upon the outmoſt branches of the tree. 
The greateſt numbers to the poimd are born, 
Squeez'd in the trough; and all to picces torn : 


o 
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This little handful's left, to ſhadow forth + * | 
To me God's (2) remnant in this peopl'd earth. 

If o're the whole terreſtrial globe I look, 

The Goſpel viſits but (2) alittle nook. 

The reſt with horrid (4) darkneſs overſpread, 

Are faſt a ſteep; yea, in tranſgreſſions dead. 


Whole droves to hell the devil daily drives 
Not one amongſt them once (5 ) reliſts or ltrives. 
And in this little heaven-inlightned ſpor, 
'How vaſt an intereſt hath Satan got ? 
But few of holineſs profeſſion make, 
And if from thoſe that do profeſs I "take 
The ſelf-dcluding hypocrite, 1 fear 
To think how few (6) remain that are lincere. 
O tax not mercy that it ſaves ſo few, 
But rather wonder that the Lord ſhould ſhew 
Mercy to any 3 (7) quarrel not with grace, 
But for thy ſelf Gods gracious terms imbrace 
When all were(8 )ſhipwrack'd, thou ſhould wonder more 
To find thy ſelf fo firangely caſt aſhore * 
And there to meet with any that can tell 
How narrowly they alſo (9) ſcap'd from hell. 
The ſmaller numbers mercy ſaves, the higher 
Ingagements lye on thee (1) ſtill to admire. 
Had the whole ſpeczees periſh'd in their fin, 
And not one individual ſaved bin 3 
Yet every (2) tongue before him muſt be mute, 
Confe(s his righteouſneſs; but not diſpute. 
Or had the hand of mercy which is (3) free 
Taken another, and paſ$'d over me 3 
I till muſt juſtitie him, and my tongue 
Confeſs my maker had done me no wrong, 
But if my (4) name he pleaſe to let me lee 
EnrolPd among thoſe few that ſaved be, 
What admiration ſhould ſuch mercy move ! : 
What thanks, and (5) prailc, and cverlaſting fore! 


(7)Rom. 5-15] 


| G (s) Ng 


(3) 1 Joh.g.19 
P{al. -I47+ 204 
{4 ) Plal.7 4- 29% 


(5): Tim. 2.26 


(6 )Mat, 7. 14- 


(7)Rom. 9427 


(9) iPer.'4 8 


(1) Joh. 14-23» . : 


(2)Rom. I _ 


| 


| 
(3)Rom-s. TX , 


x 


(4)Heb. _ I 
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EF 7 CHAP. IV. 


Upon the Dead barren Trees you for the fire prepare, 


cutting down 


of dead trees.) 17 ſaich acaſe, all fruitleſs perſons are. 


— 
— 


OBSERVATION. 


At ter many years patience, in the uſe of all means to 
recover a fruit Trees if the Husbandman fee it be 
quite dead, and that there can be no more expectation of any 
fruit from it, he brings his ax and hews it down by the root 3 
3 and from the Orchard it is carricd to the fire, it being then fit 
42 "4-0 for nothing elſe 3. he reckons it imprudent to let ſuch a uſe- | 
5 leſs tree abide in'good ground, where another might be 

planted in its room, that will better pay for the ground it 
ftands in, I my ſelf once ſaw a large Orchard of fair, but 
fruitleſs trees, ail rooted up, rived abroad , and ricked' up 

for the firc. 


APPLICATION: 


Hus deals the Lord by uſeleſs and barren Profeſſors 
who do but cumber his ground, Mat, 3, 10. And now' 
. p.the ax is laid to the root of the trees: therefore every tree that 

| = _”" | bringg,not forth good fruit, is bewn down and caſt into the fire, | 
5% ny And Luke 13+. 7. Then ſaid the dreſſer of the vineyard, behold 
| this three years I came ſeeking fruit on this fig-tree,and find none; 
cut it down, why cumbreth it the ground #-Theſe three years, 
5 GY alluding:to the time 'of his Miniſtry » he being at that time 
© -**_* -. *entring upon his laſt halt year,as one obſerves,by harmonizing |. . 
the Evangeliſts3 ſo long :he had waited for the fruit of his; 
Miniſtry, among, ' thoſe dead-hearted Fews :. now 'his pati-T 
-.*. 7 - Jenceiseven atan end, cut them down (faith he) why cumber | 

Y BE jehex-ehp ground ? I will plant others, (viz. the Gentile | Jin gf 
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| fering of God' waited in the.days of Noah upon: thoſe dry 
trees,who are now ſmoaking and flaming inhelk; 1:Pee. 3. 20..| 


| not poſſibly reſiſt the ſtroke 'of:the: ax.;- but. zgcc 
|blgw;'and falls before it. No more can the ſioutelttiny 


> [6 the fatal Rroke of death, bywhich the-Loadhew 
2 28 : | —_ .F; 5 "BP 


. _ 


© The beawenly ufeof cantbly things. 


their room. | This hewing down of the barren tree doth in a 
lively manner ſhadow forth Gods judicial prceedings againſt 


{formal and empty. Profeſſors under the Goſpel; and the re- 


ſemblance clearly holds in theſe following particulars. 

The tree that is tobe hewn down for the tire, ftands in 
the Orchard among other flouriſhing trees, where it hath en- 
joyed the benefitof 2 good ſoy), a ſtrong fence and much cul- 
turez, but being bartey, theſe priviledges ſecure it/tlotifrom 
the fire. © It is not our ſtanding in the viſible Church, by a 
powerleſs profeilion among real Saints, with whom we have 
been affociated; and enjoyed the rich-and excellent waterings 
of Ordinances, ' that can fecure- us from. the wrath of God, 
Mit. 3.8, 9. - Bring forth fuits meet for repentance, and 
think: not to ſay within yourſelves, we have Abraham to our fa< 
ther. Neither Abraham, nor Abrahams God, will acknow- 
tedge ſuch degenerate children > if Abrahams faith be not in 


your hearts, it will be no advantage that Abrabame blood |. 
| runs in your veins; *'T will be a poor plesfor Fader, 'whetthe't *.*: 
ſhall ſtand before Chrift in-judgment, to ſay, Lord, I was one | - 


of thy family, I preached'for thee, I did cat and'drink in'thy 


preſeiice. Let theſe Scriptures be conſulted, Mat; 7.22: Mat. | 


25. 11,12. Rom, 2417. ad 25. Fb$ | 

The Husbandman doth not- preſently cut down 'the tree 
becauſe it puts not forth as ſoon -as other trees: do; but' waits 
as long as there is any hope,and'then cuts it down. Thus doth 
God wait upon barren dedd-hearted perfons, from Sabbath 


to Sabbath, and from year to year 3 for the Lord is long-ſuf- | - 


fering to us-ward, and not willing that any. ſhould pexith, 
but all come to repentance, 2 Pet. 3.9. Thus the long+ſuf- | 


He waits long on ſinners, but keeps exact accounts of every 
year and day of his patience, Luke -13.7. . Thefe three years, 
And Fer. 25.3. Theſe 23 years. 5: , 


When the time is come to cut it;down, the dead treei-gans | 


w 
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down, Feel: 8.8. There is no man that hath power aver the 
Spirit, toretain the Spirit. neither bath he power inthe day of 
death, and there is no diſcharge in that war. When the pale 
| horſe comes, away you mult into the Land of darkneſs 3 
' Though thou cry out with Adrian, O my poor ſoul; whither 
' art thou going ! dye thow muſt,thou barren Profeſſor z thou | 

it were better for thee to do any thing cle than to dic. What |' 

a dreadful {creech will thy conſcience give,. when it ſees the | | 

ax at thy root ! and ſay to thee, as it is, Ezek. 7.6. An end |. 
. is come, the end is come, it watcheth for thee, behol1 it is come, | 
 O, aid Hexry Beauford, ( that rich and wretched Cardinal, 
| Biſhop of Wincheſter, and Chancellor of England, when , he 
| perceived whereto he muſt ).whexefore- muſt I dic ? If. the 
| whole Realm would fave my life, I amable either by policy 
' toget it, or by riches tobuy it. Fye ( quoth he ) will not 
| death be hired ? will riches do nothing ? No, neither riches, 
' nor policy can then avail. _. 

'That fide to'which. the tree 1ganed moſt while it ſtood, 
| that way it will fall when it is cat down and as it falls ſo 
| iclics, whether to the South or North, Eccleſ. 11.3, So it 

| fares with theſe myſtical trees 3 I mean fruitleſs Profeſſors. 
; Had their hearts and affeQions inclined- and bended heaven- 
| , ward whillk they: hved, that way no doubt they had fallen at 
 their-:death 3; but as their hearts inclincd to fin, and ever 
| bended tdthe wortd 3: fo when God gives. the fatal firoke 3 
they muſt fall hell-ward, and wrath-ward and how dread- 
' ful will ſuch/a fall be ? 
When the dead tree is catried out of the Orchard, it ſhall | 
| never be among the living trees of the Orchard any more 3 
| many years it grew among them, but now it ſhall never have 
a place-therein again. And when the barren Profeſſor is car- 
{ ried out of the world by death, he ſhall never be aſſociated 
with the Saints any more. He may then lay, fare well all ye 
Saints, among, whom I lived,and with whom I ſo often heard, | 
faſted, prayed: I ſhall never ſee your more, Mat. S. 
11, 12. Ifay unto you, that many ſhall cdme from the Eaft | 
and Weſt, and North, and South, and ſhall ſit down-with | 
| Abraham, Tſaac and Jacob, in the Kingdom of- heavenz: bt 
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hes 
ah 

forth as 4 branch; \dnd is witheved; and men gathtr themn-anideaft 
fooliſhly the oþportunities of falvation-. Do 


you 
when you fit by the tire» the froth that boys'Vix of thoſe 
flaming logs? O think of that. fome and rage of theſe; un- 


The beavenhulaof corthiy thing. 


darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping, and wailing, and gnathing 
of teeth. 

When the dead tree is carried out of the Orchard, the 
Husbandman cuts off his branches, and rives him aſunder 
with his wedges. This alſo is the lotiof barren; Profeſforg. 
The Lord of that ſervant ſhall come in'a day, when, he lbokgd 
not for bim, and will cut him aſunder ; he hall be difletee, 
or cut abroad, Luke 12. 46. 04:8 TTISCIS 6 10h 9977 3rd 
Now therefore” conſider this, ye that forget God, leſt I 
tear (or rend) you in pieces, Pal. 50.22. O dirgful day. ! 
when the fame hand that planted, pruned þ:and! watered! 
thee ſolong, and fp tenderly, ſball nowiſtpike: wortal  firokes 
at thee, and that without pity i For berbat: made gþem mill 
not have mercy on them, and he that formed them niill fhero then 
10 favour, Ifa. 27.11. For the day of metcy isover,:andthe 
day of his wrath is fully-come. i) 720 ooilg tr Yo won) | 

| When this tree iscleay'd 4btoad;: ther its rotych srholaw, 


che children of the Kingdom ſhall be caſt fortt-into outer 


looked like a fair and ſonndbodicditree,:!bubnawal neyrire), 
how rotten it is at the Heart :- So-will God:in that day; Whep! 
he ſhall difſe&the þatren'Profeſſor, 'diſcoverithe rottepneb 
of his AD of his principles and ends ; then 
k 7 who! ever ſuſpeHed Altvi before; iſhalldoc what kjhoVow 
It rotten Kearted Profeffor hewih.b25n od !rlh 12n0l 
" Eiftly, thefeniclebs triciSert this the fldes!;:Ehisralfoits 
the 'epd and ſad! iffue of ' fortnality; Fob 15:61 -:He-11: caft 
them into tbe fire, and they arebutned. | This is an 

truth, That there is no plant in Gods vineyard,:bnuadqkp: will 
have glory from it by bearing fruit, or glory on it by burning 
in the fire. In this fire ſhall they lye, gnuaſbing their teeth; 
Luke x3.38. and that both in indignation againſt the Saints, 
whom they ſhall ſee in glory, and againſt eſis Chrift, whd 
would not ſave them and againſt themſelves, for loting ſo 
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- Husbandry:ſpiritualized ; Or, 


| | ARefleFion 
j for a formal 


F. {| Hypocrite. 


OO no 


[of then, E was neverplanted a right ſeed ? ſome green and 


|but burning ! behold: the ax lyeth by thy root, and. wonder 


longer. Alas! he need firike no great blow to. ruive, me, 
[his very'breath:-blows: to defrudtion, Job. 4, 9. 4 row! "of 


| fire upomme3: (. $15 dr# int 1 


$27:7185 9431 ?:1!gte 1 


done creatures, foaming and gnaſhing their teeth in that fire 
which is not quenched,.:Mark 9. 44s; | 


REFLECTION, 


| Ow often have I: paſſed by ſuch barren trees, with a 
more barren heaxrt ? as little thinking ſuch a tree to be 
the emblem of my ſelf, as Nebuchadnezzar did, when he ſaw 
| that tree in a dream which repreſented himſelf, and ſhadow- 
ed forth to him his enſuing miſery, Dan. 4.13. But, Oh 
my conſcience ! my droutie, ſleepy conſcience ! wert thou 
but tender and faithful co:me, thou wouldſt make as, round 
and terribje an-application of ſuch a ſpectacle to me as F 
faithfol Prophet did to himy v. 22- And thus wouldli thou,f 
'O my cal, bemoani thy condition ! _ Er, 
: Poor. wretch, here I grow fora little time, among the 
trees of righteouſneſs, the Plants of renown; but Iam none 


flourithing leaves of proviſion indeed I have, which deceive 
others; but-Ged:cinnot be deceived 3: he ſees L am fruitleſs | 
and rotten at the heart. '' Poor ſoul, what will thine end be 


it is, that there it ſhould lye ſo long, and1 yet ſtanding !. til 
enexcy-pleads for a fruitleſs. areature 3 Lord, ſpare;it one year 


His face can baltand. ruine-mes Pal. $0. 6. he is daily ſolli- 
cited byihisjuftice-to hew me down, and yet 1 ſtand. _ Lord, 
cureay barrenneſs 3 I know thou had rather ſec fryit, than 
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The beaventy uſe of earthly things. 


The Poem, 


[* after pains and patience, you can ſee 
No hopes of fruit (1) down goes the barren tree: 


You will not ſuffer trees that are unſound, 
And barren too, to cumber uſeful ground. 
The fatal ax is (2) laid unto the root 
It's fit for fre, when unht for fruit, 
But though this be a dead, and barren tree 3 
Reader, I would not have itſo to thee. 
May it to thee this ſerious thought ſuggeſt, 
In all the Orchard this dead tree's the beſt 
Think on it (adly, lay it cloſe to heart 
This is the caſe in which thou waſt, or att. 
If fo thou waſt, but (3) now doſt live and grow, 
And bring forth fruit, what praiſe, and thanks doſt ow 
To that wiſe Husbandman that made thee bo ! 
O think when juſtice lifted up its hand, 
How (4) mercy did then interceding fiand ! 
How pity did on thy behalf appear, 
To beg reprieval for another year. 
Stop Lord, forbear him -all hope is not paſt, 
He can but be for fre at the laſt. 
Though many Sermons, many a gracious call 
He hath reſiſted like a brazen wall. 
The next (5) may win him, then thy grace ſhall raiſe 
Unto itſelf a (6) monument of praiſe. 
How ſhould this meditation thaw and melc 
The heart of him that hath ſuch mercy felt. 
But if thou ſtill remain a barren tree, 
Thea here as in a mirror 3 thou may'lt ſee, 
Thy wretched ſtate, when juſtice at a blow, 
Requites Gods patience in thine overthrow. 
And canſt thou (7) bear'it ? can thy heart indute 
To think of everlaſting burnings ? ſure 
This muſt thy lot, thy fearful portion bez 
I{ thou continue {ill a barren tree. 
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An Introduction. 


T O THE 


© Third PAR F- 
HUSBANDRY. 


Ow from the pleaſant Orchard let us walk - 
A turn th fhelds, and'there converſe and talk 
With Cows and Horſes, they can teach us fome 
Choice Leſſons, though irrational and dumb. | 
My Reader's weary, yct I donot fear 
To.be forſaken by one Reader here. * - 
He'l doubtlebs fay to hear what queſtions T- 
Propound to beaſts, and _ = make LEE w 4 
- The fatted Ox,” and pam ſe you ride 3 
Their careleſs Maſter he! his: = thus chide: 


w 
' 
. 


Ee  POOANER | 


4 


4 


4a.&t ir ate IA 
"+ —_—— yo _—_ —_ _ 


4 Chile pray ER WT $94 


Upon che Hes-| More care for Horſe and Oxermanytake © - - 
x pant Than fort their S ouls and _— C bildren ns ſale 
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OBSERVATION. 


! 

M Any Hasbandmen are excel hs careful about their 
Cattel, rijng therſclves early, or ca their ſer- 

vants to riſe betimes and fo-provender and drdis them; Much 
time is ſpent in ſome Coudtreys, in trimming. and adorning 
their Horſes with curious trappings and plumes of feathers z. 
and if at any time a beaſt be fick, what care is taken to reco- 
ver and heal them ? you will be ſure they ſhall want, nothing 
that id neceſfaxy for them3 [yea, -mauy wilf chuſe rather to 
want themſelves than ſuffer thelr Horles ſo todo; and take 


areLICaTION. | 
f 

vo Jat one faid of bloody Hered, who ſlew fo many, 
| ildren at Bethlebem, That it were better tobe his 
ſwine, than his Son, may be truly enough applicd to ſome 
|\Parents and Maſters, who- take; lefs care for the faving the |- 
ſouls of their Children agd ſervants, than they do for the bo- 
dies of thoſe booſts which daily feed at' their ſtalls and- cribs. 
Many there be who do in reference to- their ſouls ,” as Jacob: 
did» with reſpe@ to the preſervation of their bodies, when he 
put all the herds of Cattle before, and his Wives and little | 
(ones heliine, as he wenr to meet his brother Eſau, *Tis a | 
| | of a grave Author 3 It's vile ingratitude to re- 
e multiply, and repine when Children increaſe ;, 
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wxnataral cruelty to be careful of the bodies of braſts,andcareleſs 
of the ſouls of children. Let us but alittle compare your care 
and diligence in both reſpeRs, and ſee in a few particulars, 
| whether you do indeed value your own, or your children and 
ſervants ſouls, as you do the life and health of a beafſt.. © ' 
> Your care for your very Horles is expreſſed early, whjlt 
they are but Colts, and not come to do you any ſervice you | 
are willing to be at pains and- coſt, to have them broken and 
*brought'to their way. This is more than ever many of them 
did for their Children 3 they can fee them wild and profane, 
naturally taking a iroke or way of wickedneſs, but yet never 


3 del'd and cockered up in the natural way of their own cor- 
"FF | ruption and wickedneſs, and not arod or reproof uſed to 
FF | break themofic. | | 

*Tis obſerved of the Perfians, that they put out their chil- 


beats, wilt not provide for your Children 3 and'it"r no leſt than 


were at any-coſt or pains to break them 3 theſe mult be fon- f 


I J 


them in ſeven years after , 
them hart. Be 

You keep your conſtant ſet times, morning and evening, 
to feed, water and dreſs your cattle, and will by no means 
neglect it once 3 but how many times have you neglected 
morning and evening duties in your families? yea, how':tma- 
| ny be there, whoſe very tables; in reſpeF of any worſhip | 
God hath there, do very little differ from'the very cribs and 


| dren to Schodl as ſoon as they could ſpeak, and would not ſee] 596 
le their indulgence ſhould do! 


2 


mangers at which their Horſes feed ? As ſoon as you are up 
in a morning, you are with your beaſts before you have been 
| | withyour God; how little do-ſuch differ from beafis 3 and 


| happy were jt if they were no'rhefeaccountable to God than; 
their beaſts are ? * : ) SHINE 2 (44 P3507 $2147} | 
-yourcallte is, 
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that you haye fully Iftarged the duty of parents i 3 if they 
will lara to hold the Plow, that you are willing to- teach 


WE, them: But when did you ſpend an hour-to teach themi thef } 
way of Salvation ? 

| Now to convince ſuch carcleſs Parents of the heinouſneſs 
of their ſin, let theſe four Queries he ſolemnly conſidered. 


bh - 1 | + Whether this be a ſufficient. diſclttge of that 'great duty | 
43, oaks which God hath.laid upon Chrittian Pareats, in re | 
i” their families? that God hath charged chem-with. the ſouls of- 
their families is undeniable, Dent. 6.6,7. Eph. 6: 4..If God | * 
4 . | had not cloathed you with his authgrity: to cqmmand them 


in the. way of the Lord he would never have cKarged- them 
ſo firictly to yield you obedience as he hath done, Epbeſ, 6.1. 
Col. 3.20. Well, a great trult is repoſed in you, look to —_ 
| duty, for without diſpute-you ſhall anſwer for it. 

On. 2 * W hether it be likely, if the time of youth ( which is the 
| } moulding age ) be neglected, they will, be wrought upan to 
| any good afterwards? Husbandmen, let me put a fenlible | 
caſe to you 3 doyou not ſee in your. very horſes, that” whilſt 
| they are young, you can bring them to any way 3. but if once 
| they have got a falſe ftroke, and by Jong cuſtom it be grown |. 
| natural to them, then there is no breaking them of ic; yea, 
you ſee it- in your very Orchards, you may bring a tender 
twig to grow in what form. you pleaſe, but when it is grown 
te a furdy limb; there is no bending it afterwards to any | 
other form. than what it naturally took. Thus it is with 
children, Prov. 22.6. Train up a child in the way he ſhould go, | 
| and when he is old he will not depart from it. 

Whether, if you negle@ toinſiruct them in the way of the | 

Qu. 3- Lord, Satay, and their. own naturg] corguptions, will not in- 
ſiruc them in the way to hell? Gonſider this ye careltfs Pa- 
| #en&$% if you will not” teach. your children, the Deyil | will 
|-teachithem3. if you-ſhew them'not how to pray, he will thew 
|-them how to gurfe and fear, and take the name of the Lord 
ip vaiw 3 if. you grudge time arid pains about their ſouls, the 
-Devil doth apt. Qh,. 'tisa lad confideration, : that le many! 
I children (hovldibs put; to'School eoithe Ievil 71: 

| uw. 4a f Ma IST ai have fxom. how when ahiy |S 
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are are old, if you bring them up/t in: the'nurture #nd Peary 
tion of 'the Lord when'they are young? Many Parents have 
lived to reap in theirold age, the fruie of their own folly 


ren. By Liegrgus his Law, 'no Parent was to berelieved by 
1 his children in. age, if h6 gave ther not- good education in 
their youth ; at it is 2 L.aw at this day among the Swirzers, 


that if any child be condemined to die for' capital : offence, 
1-ch&E Parents of that child”. are to be his executioners 3 theſe 
1 Laws were made to provoke Parents to look better to their 

| charge. Bvlieve this 'tobe an undoubted truth 3 That chat 
child which becomes. (through thy default) an inſtrument to 
difhonour God, ſhall prove tooner of later, a ſon'ot Gavghter 
of forrow to thee. 


REFLECTIONS. 


CY hach found'out my fin this day: This het been my 
praQtice ever f{incerT' had” a family committed to my 
charge 5 I have ſpent more tiene and pains about the bodies 
of my beaſts, then the ſouls of my children beaſt that I am; 
for ſo doing 3 little have I conſidered the preciouſneſs of my 
own, or their jmmortal ſouls, - How caxeful have I been to 
provide fodder to preſerve my cattle in the Winter, whilſt I 
leave my own, and their'ſouls to perith to eternity, and make ; 
To provition 'for them? Cirely my children will one day 
curſe the time that ever they were born unto ſuch a cruel fa- 
ther, or of ſuch a mercileſs mother. Should I bripg home the 
lague ioto my oy, and Five toſce all my poor* Cppares 
fp edead by che w yif I had not the heart of's Tyga! {uy 

a fight would'rhelt my 

ſouls by the'fin whith 1 propagated to them affe&s'th& not! 
Ah, that I could fay, THad'done: but as mach' for tlict, 2 F 
have done for abeail that periſheth! - 


and careleſneſs, in the looſe and vain education of their chil- | 


; and yet, the death/'of Theit | 


I, 
A Refle&t'on 
for careleſs 
Parents. 


A. Refletion' 
forthe diſobe« 


gracious 
Paredr, 


| Butunhap ſon ther attx, God caſt a berter Ie for 
I am _ Oy 'of raigigus and" cvs! 
Te have alway 2 Gf) (rr [- ever” 
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poured out to for me, both in my hearing, as well as in fe- 
cret 3 many holy and wholſom counſels have they from time 
| to time dropt upon me3 many precious examples have they ſet 
| in their own pra@ice before me 3 many a time when I have 
fanned againſt the Lord, have they ſiood over me with a rod. 
in;their hands,i and tears in their eyes, ' uſing aN means to re- 
clim me but like an ungracious wretch 1 have ſlighted all 
their counſels, grieved their hearts, and imbittered their lives 
' to them, by my finful courſes. Ah, my ſoul ! thou art a de>- 
generate Plant 3 better will it be with the off ſpring of infi- 
dels, than with thee, if repentance prevent not 3 now I live 
in one family; with them, but ſhortly I ſhall be ſeparated from 
them, as far as: heaven is from hellz they now tenderly pity 
my miſery, but then they ſha 1 approveand applaud the righ- 
tcous ſentence of Chriſt upon me: So little priviledge ſhall 
I then have from my relation to them, that they ſhall be pro- | 
duced as witnefles againſt me, and all their reje&ed coun- 
| (els, xeproofs, 'and examples, charged home upon me, as the 
 aggravations of my wickedneſs; and better it will be, when 


h Parents. 


it thall come to that , that I had * brought forth by a 
C 


_ | beaſt; than ſprang from the loyns of 


The Poem. 
+4: 
= | Y* Our cattle in far paſtures thrive and grow, 
of «| | There's nothing wanting 3 that ſhould make them &. 
W F(r) IG. 1. 3.| The pamper'd Horſe commends his Maſters: (1,); care, - 
& | (>) Gen- 24. |Who neigher pains, or.coſt, doth grudge or: (2) {parc. : | 
þ BTy IG But art got thou mean while, the ve ; 
| | That pamper*(t beafts, and Haryg recious ſoul ? 
(3) E638 24 | Ong well, it you. could (3J7'd w.you live... 
PRC 99:0 IG : z 
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To care for beaſts. 


The heaventy ufe of earthly things. 


O man, prepare to hear 


The dolefulft language that ere pierc'd thine ear ! 
When your children once in hell (hall meet, 
And with ſuch language their damn'd Parents greet, 


<« O curſed father, wretched mother, why 

« Was your off-ſpring ?. would to God that I 

©. Had ſprung from Tygers, who more (4) tender be- 
« Unto their-young, than you have been:to me. 

«© How did you ſpend your thoughts, time, care and coſt 
« About my body ? whilft my ſoul was (5) loſt. 

<« Did you not know I had a foul that muſt 

« Live (6) when this body was diſſolv'd to duſt ? 

« You could not chuſe but underſtand if 1, 

« Without an intereſt in Chriſt did dye, 

<« It needs muſt (7) come to thisz ,O how could you 
<« Prove fo:remorfleſs, and no pity ſhew ! 

« O cruel/parents! I may curſe the day 

& That I was: born of fuch as did betray. | —Y 
&« Their Child to endleſs torments.' ' Now muſt I**.. 
«* With, and through you, in flames for ever lie. 


Let this make every Parent tremble, leſt 

He loſe his'child, whilſt caring for his beaſt. 

Or leſt his own poor ſoul do {tarve and pine 

Whilſt he takes STS for _— Sicep and kine., 
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CHAP. xx 


When att hoads your beafts do groan, think then | 


: [How: great a mercy tis he os are men, 


L: \ 
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Texts exceſſively careful Bs 
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OBSERVATION, 


their beaſts: ( as was noted in the; bp 


(4)Nah. 2. 22; |: 1 


Lam. 4, 3s 


(5s)Mar. 16.26. | 


(3)Eccl. 2-21, 


(7)Mar. 16.16. 


| Hasbantdry fpirizualized'; Or, 


A 


» | others are cruel and mercileſs towards them, not regasding 


| tures 3 a mercy able to melt the hardeſ} heart into thankful- 


| they arc not:brought. into the lowglt condition: of creatures, 

and to blels God that they ca ſee any creature below 'them-| 
ſelves, gives us 7 farnous inſtante 'in whe following Rftory :| 
| Two Cardinals (faith he) ridingin a great deal of pomp to 


| confideratioidFehibrheroy; that God had nottmadiethiin futh 
Y ernce | 


_—__— 0 
DO 


| how they ride or burden them. How often have I fcen them 
' fainting under their loads ? wrought -off their legs, and 
| turned out wich galled backs into the fields, or high-wayes, 
 £O (hift for a little graſs ? many times have I heard and pitied 
| them, groaning under unreaſonable burdens, and beaten on 


been deſtroyed, and then caſt into a ditch for dogs meat ! 


APPLICATION, 


mercy of their Creation, and bleſs their bountiful Cr 
tor, that they were not made fuch creatures themfclW6 
Some beaſts are made ad eſwmr, only for food, being no other- 
wileuſeful to man, as ſwine, &c. theſe are only fedifor flaugh- 
'ter, we kill and cat thern , arid regard not: their [cxicsi and 
 ſtruglings wherſthe knife-is thruſt ta their very hearts; others 
' are only ad wſum, for ſervice, whillt living, ' butunprofable 
when dead 3 as Horſes, thele we make to drudge and:toil: for | 
; us from day to day, but kill them not: others are both ad 
| eſum, & uſum, for food whendead; and fervice whillt alive, 
as the Ox thefe-we make to plow our fields, draw :onr carci-. 
ages, and afterwards prepare them for ſlaughter. 
But man was made for nobler ends, created Lord of the 
lower world; not to ſerve, but to be ſerved by other crea- 


neſs. I remember, Luther preſſing men to be thankſul, that 


the Council of Conſtance, by the way they heard a man in the 
fields, weeping and-wailmngfbitterly, they:rode to him, and: 


| by mercileſs drivers, till at laſt, by ſuch cruel uſage they have | 


asked what he ailed ? perceiving his eye intently fixed upon| 
an tigly toad het6ld-chent that hisheart was moltod:with the | 


ye ſights as theſe ſhould make men thankful for the | | 
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| The beawenty aſeofearthly things. | 


a deformed and loathſom creature, though he were formed 
out of the ſame clay with it : Hoc ett gazed amare fleo, ſaid he, | 
This is that, that makes me weep bitterly. Whereupon one 
of the Cardinals cryes out, Well faid the Father, the unlear- 
ned will riſe and take heaven, when we with all our learning 
ſhall be thruſt into hell. That which melted the heart of 
this poor man, ſhould melt every heart when we behold the 
miſery to which theſe poor creatures are ſubjeed, and this 
will appear a mercy of no flight conſideration , if we but 
draw a compariſon betwixt our ſclves, and theſe irrational] 
creatures, in theſe three particuhars, 

Though they and we were made of the fame mould and 
clay, yet how much better hath God dealt with us , even as 
to the outward man ? the ſtrucure of our bodies is much 

nNgeec excellenf, God made other creatures by a word of 
command , but man by counſel 3 it was not be Thou, butler 
Us make man.. We might have been made ſtones without 
ſence, or beaſts without reaſon, but we were made men. The 
noble ſiruQuure and ſymmetry of our bodies invites our fouls, 
not only to thanktulneſs, but admiration. David fpeaking of 
the curious frame of the body, ſaith, I am wonderfully made, 
Pſal. 139. 14. oras the vulgar reads it, painted as with a | 
needle; like fome rich picce of needle-work curiouſly em- 
| broydergd with nerves and veins. | Was any part of-the com- 
mon lump of clay thus faſhioned? Galen - gave Epicurus an 
hundred years time to imagine a more commodious ſituation, 
configuration, or compolition of any one part of a humane 
body 3 and (as one faith ) if all the Angels in heaven had 
ſtudicd to this day, they. could not have calt the body of man 
into.a more curious. mould. *  _ 
How little eaſe or reſt have they ?-they live not many 
years, and thoſe they dois in bondage and miſery, groaning | . 
under the effe&s of fin; but God: provided better for. 
us » Even as to our outward condition in this world 3 we have 
the moxe reſt , becauſe they haveo litth. How many re- 
hments and comforts hath GodiprovidedFor us, of which - 
icy axchuncagable? if we be weary with labour,we can;take | 
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| beaſt is but a material form, which wholly depending upon, | 


| knowledge their bencfaQors 3 The Ox knowes bis owner, and 


| 


| Creation i64.ang might more endeavor to anſwer and: live 


| aptaic! Ore ' ( © my ſoul ) it will be worſe with thee 


our reſt ; but freſh or weary, they muſt ſand to it, or ſink 
undcr it from day to day+ , 
W hat a narrow capacity hath God given to beaſts ! what 
a large capacity to man ! Alas ! they arc only capable of a lit- 
tle ſenſitive pleaſure 3 as you ſhall ſee ſometimes, how they 
will frisk ina green paſture, this is all they be capable of, 
and this death puts an end to; but how comprehenſive are 
our ſouls in their capacities? we are made in the image of 
God 3 we can look beyond preſent things, and are capable of. 
the higheſt happineſs, and that to all eternity 3 the ſoul of a 


moſt needs dye with the body ; but our fouls are a divine 
ſpark or blaſt and when the body dyes 3 it dycs not with ir, 
but ſubfiſts even in its ſeparated ate. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Ow greata lin is ingratitudg, to God , for .ſuch a com- 
mon , but choice mercy of creation; and provitien 

for me in this world ? There is no creature-made worſe by 
kindneſs, but man. There is a kind of gratitude which I may 
obſerve even in theſe bruit beaſts 3 they do in their way ac- 


the Aſs his Maſters Crib. How ready arc they to ferve ſuch 
as feed and cheriſh them ? but I have been both unthankful 
and unſcrviceable to my Creator and Benefactor, that hath 
done me good all my dayes thoſe poor creatures that ſweat 
and groan under the loads that I lay upon them, never finned 
againſt God, nor trangreſſed the Laws of their Creation as 
I have done; and yet God: hath dealt better with'me than 
with them. Oh that the bounty of God, and his diftinguiſh- | 
ing mercy between me and the beafts that periſh,might move 
and melt my heart into thankfulneſs ! O that I might conſji- 
der {eripuſly what the higher and more excellent end of my 


vs 14 Beaſts, *Tis true they arc under bondage and 4 | 
ery but for a little time, death will cad all] /'. 


> \ ad” pr - - «4 5, 


| praiſes of thy God, when thou confidereſt: the mercies that 


| ings of his love tothee, who waſt :moulded out of. the ſame 
| lump with the beaſts, that groan on earth, yea with the dam- 
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| they felt; they have no account to give, but ſo have 
comfort is itthat I have a larger capacity than a beaſt hath ? 
that God hath endowed me with reaſon, which is denicd to 
them? Alafs* this will but augment my miſery, and <nlarge 
' me ko take-in a greater meaſure of anguiſh; 
But how many ſteps (O my ſoul) mayeſt thou aſcend i inthe 


"God hath beſtowed upon thee! not only in that he made 


without reaſon but that thou art not an infidel without 
light, or an unregenerate perſon without grace. What! to 
| have ſenſe, and all the delights of it, which tones have not 3 
| reaſon, with themore highand noble pleaſures of it,: which 
{ beaſts have not 3 the-light and knowledge of. the great things 
'-of the Goſpel, whith the heathens have not and ſuch an 
expeQation and - hope of unconceivable glory and felicity, 
which the unſandtihed have not. O my foul ! how:rich ! how 
| bountiful hath thy God been to thee! theſe are the overflow- 


IIS 


ned that howl hellin-z well may I ſay, that God mae been a 


their pains, and eaſe them of all their heavy loads 3 bur I } 
ſhall groan to all eternity, under a heavier 'burden than ever | 
What | 


thee, not aſtone or tree without ſenſe, oran horſe, or dog 
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good God to: INE. 


— — _— 


Haw little mercy's ſhewn by him that _ 
If I more thankleſs toi my God donh*tiptoy | 

Than ſucha Rider's mercileſs, "twill move - = 
My ſoulito praiſe; for who fees this. and'eat} volt 7 7 


* 
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The Poem, | | 


Hen T- behold a tyred-Jade put on - ”Y ( ; 
* With;whipand ſpur till all-his fieſh begone # 


'See ſtreams of ſweat run down his bleeding w— | Z 
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Husdandry fpiritzalized; Or, 


And ſuch a ſight the Rider ought to move, 
This Meditation duly to jmprove, 


More than the tired horſe, I write aboug. 


What hath this creature dons, that he ſhould be 
Thus beaten, wounded and tir'd out by me ? 
He is my fellow creature, *tis meer grace 3 

I had not been in his, he in my caſe. 
Ungrateful, ſtupid man 3 God might have made 
Me bear'the {addle, as I ſee this Jade. 

He never {in'd:. but for my fin doth lye 
Subjefted untoall this miſery. | 

Lord, make my heart relent 5 that I ſhould be 
To thee more uſcle(s than my Horſe to me. 

He did' his utmoſt, went as long as ever 

His legs cauld bear him, but for me I never 
Thus ſpent my ſirength for God 3 but oft have bin 
Too prodigal thereof, in ways of.finz _. 
Though he's the horſe and I the man'; *twill be 
Far better with my horſe, one day than me :- 
Unleſs thy grace prevent, and ſuper-add 

A new Creation 3 unto that I had. 

Could every Rider fix a {crious thought 

On ſuch a ſubjeq, and hereby be taught 

To ſpiritualize it, and improve it thus 3 

How ſweet would tedious journeys be to us ? 
But ſuch a task, a graceleſs heart dogs out 


CHAP. IL. 
When ſeeking your loſt Catth, keep it mind 
That thus Chriſt Feſus ſeeks, your ſouls to find. * 


OBSERVATION + 
Hen Cattle arc ſirayed away from your ficlds, you | 2 
| uſe at" care and diligence to recover them againy | 'S 
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 .| parting from his God, but ruin and'miſery 


.- | The heavenly uſeof carthifthings. 
fracing their foot-ſteps, crying them in Market-Towns, ſend- 
ing your ſervants abroad, and inquiring your ſelves of all 
that you think can give news of them. What careand pains 
men will take in ſuch caſes, was exemplified in Saul, 1 Sam, 
9. 4, 5- who with hls ſervant-paſſed through Mowne Ephraim, 
to ſeck the Aſſes that were ftrayed from his father, and 
through the Land of Shalihha, and through the Land of Sha- 
lim, and they were aot there, and through the Land of the 
Benjamiter, but found them not. 


APPLICATION. 
T= care and pans you take to recover your loſt cattel, 


Feſus Chriſt, in the recovery of loſt ſinners. Feſies Chrift- 
came on purpoſe from heaven pon a like errand, toſeck and 
to ſave that which was loſt, Mat. 18. x1, There are ſeveral 
particulars jn which this glorious detign of Chriſt, in ſeeking 
and ſaving loſt man, and the care and pains of Husbandmen | 
in recovering their loſt cattle,do micet and touch, though there 
be as many particulars alſo in which they differ 3- all which I 
ſhalt open under the following heads. 

We ſometimes find that cattle will break out of thoſe very” 
fields where they have been bred, and where they want no- 
thing that is needful for them. Juſt thus, loſt man departed 


was abundantly provided for, both as to ſoul and body yet 
then he brake over the hedge of the command, and went a» 
ſtray, Eccleſc 7,29, Lo this only have I found, that God made 
man npright, but he ſought out to bimſelf many inventions, He 
| was not content and ſatisfied with that bleſſed fate God had 


loſs and ruin, both of kimfelf and hispoſterity«:: --- *- ©. 
Strayers are evermore ſufferers for itz. all pw ged by.it, 
-is to be pinned and pounded 3 and what did man get.by.de-' 


from his God, byake out of that pleaſant encloſure where he | 


| 


| 


put him into, but would be trying new concluſwns; to: the | _ 


Will you haye arabbreviate of his ſufferings and oft 
full account none can give-you) _ byfirayin 
1,189 ec 2 
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carries a ſweet and lively repreſentation of the love of } * 13; // 


1, 


Husbanary ſpfritualized ; Or, | 


Is 


| God, he loſt the recitude and holineſs of his nature 3 ( like 


a true ſtrayer ) he isall dirty and-miry, overſpread and be- 
(meared both in ſoul and body, with the odious tilthineſs of | 
lin; he Joſt the liberty and freedom of his will to good 3 a 
precious jewel of jneſtimable value: this is a real mifery in; 
carr*dby the fall ; though ſome have ſo far loſt their under- 
ſtandings and humility, as not to own itz he hath loſt his 
God, his ſoul, his happineſs, and his very bowels of compaſſi- 
on towards himſelf in this miſerable ſtate. 

When your Cattle arc ſtrayed, yea, though it be but one of 


the flock, or herd, you leave all the reſt, and go after that 
which is loſt : So did Jeſus Chriſt, who in the fore-cited 
place; Mat. 18. 12, compares himſelf to ſuch a Shepherd 3 
he left heaven it ſelf, and all the blefſed Angels there, to 
come into this world to ſcek loſt man. O the precious eſteem, 
and dear love that Chriſt had to poor man ! How did his 
| bowels yearn towards us in our loſt ſtate ! How did he pity 
us in our miſery ! As if he had ſaid, poor creatures, they 
have loſt themſelves, and are become a prey to the devil, in 
a periſhiing ſtate 3 I will ſeek after them and ſave them. The 
Son of man is come to ſeek and to fave. 

You are glad when you have found your ſtrayers; much 
more is Chriſt, when he hath found a loſt ſoul. O *tis a great 
fatisfation to_ him to ſee the fruit of the travel of his ſoul, 
Ifa. 53. Tea, there is more joy in heaven over one ſinner that re- 
penteth, than ninety nine juſt perſons that need no repentance, 


———_— 


| What demonſirations of joy and gladneſs did the father of 


the Prodigal give , when he found his Son that was loſt, 
Luke 15.20. . | | 9 Ie 

Whenyou' have brought home. your ſtrayers, you ſome- 

times clog them, to prevent their wandring again, and ſiop 

up the gaps with thornsz and ſo doth God oftentimes by ſuch 

ſouls as are recovered and brought home to Chriſt; he hangs 

| a clog of afflition to prevent their departure from God again, 

2 Cor. 12.7. | 
But then there are five'/particulars in which Chriſt fecking 

loſt ſouls, and your ſeeking loft cattle differ. 

Your cattle ſometimes find the way home themſelves, and 
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return to you of their own accord 3 but loſt man never di, 
nor can do ſo; he was his own deltroyer, but can never be 
his own Saviour 3 it was impoſſible for him to have loſt his 
| God, but having once loſt him, can never find him again of 
| bimel, Alas! his heart is bent to back-ſliding, he hath no 
will to return. Hear how Chriſt complains, Joh. 5. 40. Te 
will not come unto me, Mans recovery begins in God, not in 
himſelf. 

Your ſervants can find, and: bring back your loſt cattle as 
well as you 3 but fo cannot Chrilts ſervants. . Miniſters may 
diſcover, but cannot recover them 3 they daily ſee, but cannor 
ſave them lament them they can, but help them they cannot; 
intreat and beg them to return they can and do, but prevail 
with them they cannot. Mel2nhox thought when he began 
to preach, to perſwade all; but old Adam was too hard tor 
yourg, Melandhon. 


the beſt; but Jeſ#s Chriſt only ſeeks poor loſt man. - There 
were other creatures, and ſuch as by nature were more ex- 
cellent, that loſt their God and themſelves; I mean , the 
Apoſtate Angels ; but he came not to ſeck them: Herein his 
{ingular love to man appears. 


cattle, you may loſe them the ſecond time, and never recover 

them again 3 but ſo cannot Chriſt. Man once recovered, is 

for ever ſecured by him. Al! that thou haſt given me I have 

kept, and not one of them is lot, but the ſon of perdition; and 

he was never ſavingly found, Fob. 17. 12. , 

Though you prize-your cattle, yet you will not venture 

your life for the recovery of them rather let them go than 
regain them with ſuch an hazard 3 but Feſws Chriſt not only 

ventured but actually laid down his life to recover, and fave | 
loſt man : He redeemed them at the price of his owa blood 3 

he is that good Shepherd that laid down his life for the Sheep. 

| O the ſurpalling love of Chriſt to loſt fouls/ F 
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You ſeek all the cattle that are ſtrayed from you, eſpecially 


When you have recoverd and brought home your loſt 


ory ons ——_—_ 


2. © 


3s 


4+ 


2 w f 
. D 
; + x 
K ®, : 
Y S. 
. 6. 
d Be 


ith - þ- ca. Ae. 4 


Husbandry ſpirituality 


C ; T. 
A Refle&ion 


+ 


_— 


2, 
A Refle&ion 
for one thar 
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found. . 


for a loſt ſoy]. 


4 me, a loſt ſinner, and not for loſt Angels; thy hand of 


oF br T7 

eX3 Or, 
a \ 

, j " 


REFLECTIONS 


Ord, I am a loſt creaturey an undone ſoul 3 and herein 
L.4 lies my miſery, that I have not only loſt my God, but 
have no heart to return to him ! Nay, I fly from Chrift, who 
is come on purpoſe from heaven to ſeek and to ſave me his 
Meſſengers are abroad ſecking for ſuch as I am, but I avoid 
them, or at leaſt refuſe to obey their call and perſwafions to 
return. Ah, what a miſerable ſtateamIin! every ſtepI go 
is a ſtep towards hellz my ſoul, with the Prodigal is ready 
to perith in a ſirange Countrey ! but I have no mind with 
him to return home 3 wretched ſoul, what will the end of 
this be ? If God have loſt thee, the Devil hath found thee ; 


he takes up all ſtrayers from God: yea, death, and hell will 


ſhortly find thee, if Chriſt do not; and then thy recovery 
CO my ſou!! ) will be impoſſible. Why fit I here periſhing 
and dying ? I am not yetas irrecoverably loſt as the damned 
are. Olet me delay no longer, lelt I be-loſt for ever / 

O my ſoul! for ever bleſs and admire the love of Feſws 
Chrift, who came from heaven to ſeek and fave, ſuch a loſt 
ſoul as I was. Lord, how marvellous, and matchleſs is thy 


{ love? Twas loſt and am found. I am found and did not ſeck ; 


nay, I am found by him from whom I fled. Thy love, O| 


my Saviour { was a preventing love, a wonderful love 


thou lovedſt me much more than I loved my ſelf; I was cru- 
el to my own ſoul, but thou waſt kind 3 thou ſoughteſt for 
ace 
caught hold of me and hath let go thouſands, and ten thou- 
ſands, as good as my ſelf by pature. Like another David, 
thou didſt reſcue my poor leſt ſoul out of the mouth of the 
deſtroyer 3 yea, more than ſo, thou did(ſi looſe thine own life 


to find mine : And now, dear Jeſws, ſince I am thus maryel-| _ 
 Joufly recovered, ſhall Tever ſiraggle again from thee ? O,[- 
{ let it for ever be a warning to me, how I-turn afide into-by-1 
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"The een gefearV thinos. 


The Fran 


V Hen cattle from your fields ar gone aſtray, 


Enquiring for them all along the way 
tracking their foot-ſteps, where they turn'd afide.- 


One ſervant this way ſent, another that; 
ſearching the tields and Countrey round about : 
This meditation now falls in ſo pat 3 

as if God ſent it to enquire you out. 


My beaſts are loſt, and ſo am (1) I by fin; 

my wretched ſoul from God thus wandring, went, 
And1I ſeek them, fo was (2) I fought by him 

who from the (3) fathers boſom forth was ſenc. 


Purſu'd by Sermons, follow'd cloſe by grace 3 
and ſtrong convictions Chriſt hath ſought for me, 
Yea though I (4) ſhun him ſtill he ves me chale, 
as if refolv*d I ſhould not damne 


When (5) Angels loſt themſelves it was notſo, 
God did not feck, or once for them enquire z 
But ſaid, let the Apoſiate creatures go, 
Fle plague them for (6) it with eternal fire. 


Lord what am (7) I, that thou ſhouldſi ſet "A 
and ſtill look after ſuch a wretchas I? 

-| Whoſe matchleſs mercy, and rich grace (8) deſpiſe, 

- if in ſpight thereof <xcſolv'd to die. - 


Why ſhould 1 ſhun thee, blefled Saviour, why 

ſhould 1 avoid thee thus ? thou doſt not chaſe .- 
My foul to (9) flayitz © that ever}. _ Thos : 
\- Thould Ay a Saviour that's ſofull of Grace} -; 


and you to ſeek them through the Country ride | 
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F-1 *all | 
(1) Luk 35-32: | 


(2,Mar. 18.11, 
(3) Joh. k. 18, 
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(4) Joh. g. 46. 
| Is 
(s)Heb. 246. | 
(6) Jude 6& 
(7) 1 Con-x.25 = 
(2) Paleeanf; 


ushanary ſpiritualized; Or, 


pon the 
| feeding of fat 
Cattlc. 


©- \* -+\wagton wicked mens.” Tis rac; heavert hath not all the 
, ; R . No. or wb - : 2 : *% : 


Long haſt thou fought me, Lord, I now return 
O let thy bowels of compaſſion ſound, 

For my departure, I ligcerely mourn 3 
and les this dar, thy wandring ſheep be found. 


CHAP. IV: 


Fat beaſts you kill, the lean you uſe to ſave; 
God's diſpenſjations, ſome ſuch meaning have. 


— — 


| 


4 


\-wanton beaſts turned: out at'libercy ina fat paſture,” whilſt 
| poor Saints are kept hard and ſhort, Amor 1.4, . Hear this 
!| word ye kine of Baſhan, that are in the mountains of Samaria, 


OBSERVATION. 


oo is a good Obſervation of a Father, and wcll applicd 3 

Vitulitriturantes quotidie ligantur, vituli mafandi quoti- 
die in paſcuis libere relinquntur, Oxen for uſe are daily yoak- 
ed and kept ſhort, whilſt thoſe that are deſigned for the ſham- 
bles, are let looſe in green paſtures, to feed at pleaſure. 
Store bealis fare hard, and are kept lean and low 3 feeding 
beaſts are excuſed fromthe yoke, whilſt others are laboured 
and wrought hard every day , the one hath more than he can 


eat, the other would eat more if he had it. . | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


APPLICATION. : 


Hus deals the Lord oft-times with his own cle&t, whom 
- A he defigns for glory; and with the wicked, who are 
preparing for the day of wrath. Thus are they filled with 
earthly praſperity., and creature-enjoyments, like reſty and 


horical | 


of g 


| which oppreſtthe pooraud cruſh the needy, Theſe Met 
{| Kine are the proſperous opprefſors'f < x 
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nor hell all the rich; but it is:a very common d 
providence to beſtow moſt of the things of -this world upon 
chem that have no portion in heavey:3 and to keep them 
thor bn earth, for whom that kingdom is provided. Let me 
draw forth the fimilityde in a few particuthes. . 
 Thebeaſts of ſlaughter have the fatteſt paſtures; (0 have 

the ungodly in the world; Their eyes fta 


off the cream of earthly enjoyments, whoſe bellies are filled. 
with hidden treaſures, Pal. 17.14. The earth is gives into 
the hand of the wicked, Job. 9. 24+ O, what full eſtates? what 
an affluence of earthly delights hath Godicaſt in upon ſome 
wicked men? there's much wantenneſ7, but no want in their 
dwellings: Some that now know not which way to turn them- 
ſelves in hell, once knew not where toþtſiow their goods on 
carth. 

Feeding beaſts-grow wanton in their full paſtures3 there 
you (hall ſee them cumble and frisk, and kick up their heels. 
The fame effe hath the proſperity of the wicked, "it makes} 
them wanton 3 their life is but a diverſion from one'pleafure to | 
another, Fob 21.11, 12,13. They ſend forth their liutle ones like | 
a flock,and their children dance ; they takg the timbrel,; and harp, 
and rejoyce at the ſound of the Organ, they ſpend their dayes in 
wealth,and in a moment go down-to the grave, Theſame charat- 


ſtretch themſelves on beds of Ivory, drink, Wine in bowls, &c. and [ 
ſares upon earth, as a fiſh in the water, Jam. 5. 5. 


theſe cattle 3 the ſooner they are fatted, the: ſooner" they are | 
ſlaughtered 3 and the proſperity of the wicked- ſervesto the | 


if y Fr + of, 


Inn ap 


d out with fatneſ;,| 
they have more than heart could wiſh, Pal. 73.7. their hearts | 
are as fat as greaſe, Pſal. 119. 70. Theſe be they that fleet | 


er doth the Prophet Amos give of them, Amos 6.4,5,6. They | 
no ſorrow goes to their hearts. Theſe are they that live in plea- |. * 


Theſe fat paſtares do but the ſooner haſten' the death” of ? 


ſame end. The proſperity of fools hall eRey cha (ie.) 


it thall be the means and inſtrament'gf heath 
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Refle&K'on 


or a voleptu- 


worldling. | 


God hatch given, ( Lcapnot ſay bleffed me with ). a fulnefs. of | 
creaturezenjoyments3z upon. thefe my carnal heart ſeizeth | 


Fatted beaſts do not in the leaſt underſtand ' the incemeand 


-meaning of the,Husbandman , in allowing them fuch: large 


ard fat paſtures, which he denies to his other cattle 3 and as 


-| little as beaſts, do wicked men underſtand the ſcope and- end 
of Gods providences, in cafting proſperity and. wealth upon 


them 3 little do they think their cables are @ ſnare, a gin, and 


'before:them, but-do not at all underſtand the tendency and 
end of- theſe their ſenfual delights. | 

- Though the Hiusbandman keep his ſtore cattle in ſhort 
commons; yet he intends. to preſcrve them 3 theſe ſhal re- 


ward (iraits, want$ and hardſhips which the Lord expoſes 
his people to. I confeſs, ſuch diſpenſations, for preſent, are 


perſons. To fee wicked menz not only exempted from their 
troubles, but even oppreſſed with proſperity 3 to fee a godly 
man in wants and-ſitaits., and awicked man have more than 
his heart can wiſh, -is-a caſe that poſes the wiſeſt Chriſtian, 


ices, and then. he acquieſces-in the wiſdom of God fo order- 


ing it, Pſat. 73-5, 14, 18, 23+ 
FEKLECTIONS. 

| 0% my- proſperity fat 'me up for hell, and prepare me 

| for the day of flaughter? lictle cauſe .have IL then to 

glory in it, and.life-up my: heart vpon theſe things. Indeed, 


greedily and ſecurely, not at allkſuſpeRing a; ſnare lying in 


my bulizeſſes. and imployments: in the world, but ſo many. 
diverlions from the bufinefs of life? There are, but two dif- 
texences betwixt me, and the poorefiflave the devil hath. on. 
"oe of = ae: carth 3 


a trap for their ſouls they only. ( like beaſts ) mind what is | 


main with him, when the others are driven to the ſlaughter. |. 
Such a deſign of preſervation is carried on in all thoſe out- | 


very ſtumbling and puzling th:ags cven to gracious and wile | 


cit] he confider the deligns and ifſucs of both thoſe Providen« | 


'thefe things, for the: ruin of my ſoul. What are all theſe | 
. jcharming pleaſures, but ſo many rattles to quiet my ſoul , | 
whiltt its damnation ſteals inſenſibly.upon it.? What are all | 
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I am coached to hell.in alittle: more pomp and 


tumbling in a green paſture, and ſhortly ſhall. be hanging up 
in the ſhambles in hell; if chis be the beſifruit of my profpe- 


] rity, if 1 were taken by cruel Canihals, and: fed withithe}. 
| richelt fare, but withall underſtood that the debgn of it were, h 
to fat me up like a beaſt for them-to- feed upon 3 how little] - * - 


ftomach ſhould I have to their dainties? O my foul ! it were 
much better for thee to have a ſanQtified poverty, which is | 
the portion of many Saints than an lnſuqciog -proſpcaitys ſet 


The wiſdom of my God hath allotted.me but ſhaet com- 
rmons here, his providence feeds.me but-from hand co mouth 3 ; 
but I am < and well' may be ) contented with my preſent 
ſtate 3 that which ſweetens.it,. is, that Lam one of the Lords. 
preſerved. - How much better is a moyſcl;of bread; and a 
draught of water here, with an expeQanoy of ;glory here-, 
after, than a fat paſture given in, and fitting for the wrath 
tocome? Well, ſince the caſe ſtands thus, CO EGed be God for, 
my preſent lot; though I heve but little in -hand, 1 have/ 
much in hope 3 my preſent-troubles will ſerve, to: ſwecten my, 
future joys; and the-ſorrows of; this life will give. a luſtre to/ 
the glory of the next; that which.is now hard to-ſulfer, will 
then bg ſweet-to remember 5 my fopgs en will be louder 
than my gronne NOW. 
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earth; ſuch are whipt.on-to- hell Com miboienand 


will have alefs, and I greater account in.the day.of -reckon-]. , 
ing. ' O that I had never known; profperity! 1 am now| 


as a trap to ruin thee for ever. 
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| (6) Job 11.13. 


1(7)Rev. 18. 7. 
ts) Jam, 3a, 5. 
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| Thoſe livea ſhort and pleaſont'life; but theſe 
Protrat their lives in dry and ſhorter leas. 


' |\-: Tazn-up their 
[(5)Pfal. 73. 9 vw wt, 


\. 


Thus live the wicked, (1) thus they do abound, 
With earthly glory, and with honour crown's. 
Their lofty heads unto the Stars aſpire, 

And radiant beams, their ſhining brows attire. 
The (2) fatteſt portion's ſerv*d up in their dith, 

Yea (3) they have more than their own heart can with. 
Diffolv*d in (4) pleafures, crown'd with buds of May, 
They for a time in theſe fat paſtures play 3 

Frisk, dance and leap, like full fed bealts3 and even 

) wanton heels againſt the heaven. 
Not underſtanding that this pleaſant life 

Serves but to fit them for the Butchers knife; 

In fragrant Meads they tumbling are to day, 

Tomorrow to the (6) Naughter led away. 

Their pleaſure*s gone, and vaniſh'd like a bubble | 
Which maks their future torments on them (7) double. 
Mcan while, Gods little flock is (8) poorand lean 3 
Becauſe the Lord did ner'eintend, or mean 

This for their portion : 'and befides doth know 


(9) bid. Their ſouls (9) prove beſt, where ſhorteſt graſs doth grow. 
Cheer up poor flockalthough your fare be thin, 
+ * Yethere is ſomething toltakecconffort in : 
You here ſecurely feed, and'tieed not fear - © + 7 
FTh'infernal Butcher, can't #pproach you hear. - # | 
"Tis ſomewhat that, but Oh, which far tranfeends! 
| Your glorious Shepherd's coming 3 who intends 
| | To tead you hence, unto that fragrant hill | 
i 1)Pal. 19.25, Where with green paſtures he higflocks will (1) fill. 
| i] Ou which he from celeſitatcaſeiments pours | 
!] - The ſweeteſt dews, and conſtant gracious ſhowres. 
[| Along whoſe banks, rivers'of pteaſuresflide 7 
4. \, | Therchis bled Flocks, forever ſhalliabide.. 
37 | O envy gottheworldlings preſent joys T5 
| | Which to yourturure merciesave bux toyes. 127119 5: 
£2.98 ;f _- heir paſture now is green, your's dry, and burn'd : 
'F. ) Us 6533, |-:*Bbe then the (2) Scene is thang'd, the tables turn'd. 
i oats £525 42. CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 
Good Husbands labour for Poſterity, 


To after ages; Saints mit have aneye. 


OBSERVATION. 


gun me carcful Husbandmen do not only labour to 
ſupply their own neceilities while living, . but to lay up 
ſomething for their poſterity when they are gone 3. they do 
not only leave to their children what their progenitors left 
them , but they deſire to leave it improved and bettered; 
None but bad Husbands and ſpend-thrifts are of the mind 
with that Heathen Emperor Tiberius, who having putall into 
ſuch confufions in the Empire, that it might be thought the 


apprehenſion , that. he ſhould be out of the veach of it; and 


would often fay, when I am dead, let heaven and earth min- 
gle> if the world will but hold my time, let it break when L 


their poſterity. 
APPLICATION. 


Va careful Husbands do, with reſpc& to the provi- 


fions they make for their children, that all prudent 
Chriſtians are bound to do, with reſpeR to the truths com- 


Saints. 


+ 


world would end with him 3 yet pleaſed himſelf wich. this | 


 [am-gone: But provident men look;beyond their own time , | 
| and do very much concern themſfelyes: in the good or evil of } 


F 


| mitted co them, and by them, to be tranſmiteed.to ſucceeding | 


I the firſt ages of the world, even:till che Law was af a |. 
| faichful men were inſtead of books and records they- did 


| by orattradition convey the truths of God. to poſterity 3 buc |. 


fince the ſacred truth hath been conlign'd to wripings 29 /06þf A 
, | | Fo: al. © 


Upon the 

Husbandmans 
care for poſte- 
I1ty. 
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| be received as authentick 3 but the truths therein delfvered to 
the Saints, are by verbal declarations, open confeſſions, and 
conſtant (ſufferings, to be preſerved and delivered from age to 
age. This was the conſtant care of therwhole cloud of wit- 
neſſes, both ancient and modern, -who have kept the word 
of Gods paticnce, and would not accept their own lives, li- 
derties or eliates3 no, nor the whole world in exchange, for| - 
that invaluable treaſure of truth 3 they have carefullypracti- 
ſed Solomons counſel, Prov. 23.23. Buythetruth, but ſell it 
ot; they would not alienate that fair inheritance for all the 
inheritances on earth. Upon the-ſame reaſons that you refuſe 
to part with, or embezel your eſtates, Chriſtians alfo refuſe} 
to part with the truths of God. x 
You'will not waſte or alienate 'your inheritance, becauſe 
it is precious and of great value in your eyes 3 -but much more 
precious are Gods truths to his people. Lxther;profeſſed, he 
would not'take the whole world for one leaf of his Bible. 
Rong ſome profane' perſons may fay with Pilete, What is 
truth ? yet know, that any one truth of the Gofpel is more 
worth -than all the inheritances upon the earth 3 they are 
the great things of Gods Law, and he that ſells them for the 
greateſt things in this world, makes a ſoul-undoing bargain. 
You will not-waſte or part with your inheritance, becauſe 
{| you know your: poſterity will be much-wronged by-it. They 
that baffle or drink away an eſtate, drink the tears of their 
ſad widows, and the very blood of their impoveriſhed chil- 
; dren. The people of God doalfo conſider, how much the 
generations to come are concern'd in the conſervation of the 
traths of God for them it cuts them to the heart, but to think, 
| that their children thould be brought up'to worſhip dumb 
Idols,  and'fall down before a wooden oria'breaden gad. The 
verybirds and beaſis will expoſe their own bodies, to appa- 
rent danger of death, to preſerve their young. Religion doth 
= more intender the 'heerts and bowels, than 'nature 
{ ' You-reckon it afoul diſprace to (ell your eſtates, 12nd; be- 
come Bankrupts 3's a word that hears ill —__ | 
; | ſtian| 


tion ( except full conſentient with that written word) is to 
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be he anenty ufeofearvdythings. 


Bibles , thoſe that did fo, were julily branded and huſht out 


liverers, 

You are ſo loath to part with your eſtates , becauſe you 
know it is hard recovering an eſtate again, when once you 
have loſt it. Chriſtians do alſo know how difficult it will be 
for the people of God in times tocome, to recover the light 
of the Goſpel again, if once it be extinguiſhed. There is no 


of their company, under the odious title of Traditores, or de- | 


Chriſtian accounts it the higheſt reproach in the world ,to|, 
be a traitor to, or an Apoftate from the truths of God. When | 
the primitive Saints were ſtri&ly required to deliver up their | 


— 


truth of God recovered out of Antichriſts hands, without 
great wrelilings, and much. blood. The Church may call 
every point ot reformed doErine and diſcipline fo recovered, 
her Napthaltes; for with great wreſilings, ſhe hath wrefiled 
for them. Earneſtly contending for the faith once delivered to 
them, Jude 3. F ; 

To conclude, rather than you will part with your eſliates, 
you wilkchooſe to ſuffer many wants and hardſhips all your 
lives you will fare hard, and go bare, to preſerve what you 
have for your Polterity : 'But the people of God have put 
themſelves upon far greater hardſhips than theſe, to preſerve 


of Gods truth. All the Martyrologies will inform you what 
their ſufferings have been, to keep the word of Gods pati- 


the truth out of their hearts. 


REFLECTIONS: 


from truth when it hath been in danger ? Fhave rather 
choſen toleave it , than my life, . liberty or eſtate, as a- prey 


Wm — 


truth; they have choſen to ſuffer reproaches, poverty, pri- |: 
ſons, death, and the moſt cruel terments, rather than the loſs | 


ence. they have boldly told their enemies that they might |. 
pluck their hearts out of their bodies, but ſhould neves pluck., 


Be unbelieving heart ! how have: Iflinched and Qirunk | 


a — 
. 


SS 


to the enemy. TI have left truth, and juſt it is, that the God 


5g ſtand for truth ! yea, rather bold and daring ſoul ,| 


f 


of truth ſhould leave me. Cowardly. ſoul , that durſt not| « 


hath: ... 
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A ReficRion 
for ſuch as ſuf- 
fer for truth. 


- 
4A;Refie&on 
Tfor ſuch as are 


in quier poſ- 
ſeflion of iTuth 


| ever part with ſuch a fair inheritance, and thereby begger 


| young heirs that never knew the getting of an eftate, we 


that wouldſt rather venture to look a-wrathfal God; than an 
angry man in the face. I would not own ant preſerve the | 
truth, and the God of truth will not own me, 2 Tim, 1.2. 
If we deny bim he will deny us. 

Lord ! unto me haſt thou committed the precious treaſure 
and truſt of truthz and as I received it, ſo do I deſire to de- 
liver it to the generations to come , that the people which 
are yet unborn may praiſe the Lord. God forbid I ſhould 


my own » and thouſands of ſouls ! Thou haſt given me thy 
truth, and the world hates me, I well know that is the ground 
of the quarrel | would I but throw truth over the walls, how 
ſoon would a retreat .be ſounded to all perſecutors ? But 
Lord ! thy truth is invaluably precious 3 whata vile thing is 
my blood, compared with the leaſt of all thy truths ? Thou 
haſt charged me not to ſellit, and in thy ſtrength I reſolve 
never {0 lift a fine, and cut off that golden line whereby thy 
truths are entailed upon thy people, from generation to gene- 
ration : my friends may go, my liberty go, my blood may go; 
but as for thee, precious truth, thou ſhalt never go. 
How dear hath this inheritance of truth coft ſome Chriſti- 
| ans? how little hath it coſt us? We arc entred into their la- 
boursz we reap in peace what they ſowed in tears 3 yea, in 
blood. O the grievous ſufferings that they choſe to endure , 
rather than todeprive us of ſuch an inheritance, thoſe noble 
fouls, heated with the love of Chriſt, and care for our ſouls, 
made many bold and brave adventures for it; and yet at 
what a low rate do we value what coſt them fo dear ? like 


{pend it freely. Lord, help us thankfully and diligently to 
improve thy truths, while we are in quict poſſeſſion of them. 


'Such intervals of peace and reſt, are uſually of no long conti- 
nuance with thy people, | Me. 1. 


- 


The Poem. 


Publick ſpirit ſcorns to plant no root 
But ſuch from which himſelf may gather fruit. 
| For thus he reaſons, if I reap the gains 
Of my Laborious Predeceſſors pains 3 
How equal is it, that poſterity ' 
Should reap the fruits of preſent induſtry ? 
' Should every age but ſerve its turn, and take 
No thought for future times? it foon would make 
A Bankrupt world, and fo entail a curſe 
From age to age, as it grows worſc-and worſe. 
' OurChriſtian predeceſſors careful thus 
Have been (1) to leave an heritage to us, | 
Chriſt precious truths (2) conſerved in their blood, 
For no leſs price thoſe truths our tathers ſtood. 
They have tranſmitted, would not (3) alienate 
From. us their children ſuch a fair eſtate. 5 
| Weeat what they did ſet, and ſhall truth fail 


- Tnour days? ſhall we cut off th*entail ?' 
Or end the line of honor ? nay, what's worſe 
Give future ages cauſe to hate, and curſe 
Our memories? like Naboth, may: this age 
Part with their blood, ſooner than heritage. 
Let pity move us, -letus thinkupon - 
Our (4) Childrens ſoulsz when we are dead, and gone. 
Shallithey poor ſouls, in darkneſs grope, when we 
Pat'out the light, by which they elfe/might ſee 
'The way to glory ?yea, what*s worſe ? ſhall it 
* Be faid in time to come (5) Chriſt did commit 
© {A-precious:treaſure ,- purchas'd/by his-blood 3 | 
| - To us, for oajs3 and for our Childrens good? © 2 
i But we like cowards, falſe, perfidious men, © 7 
{ Fox carnaleaſe, loſt it, our ſelyes, and themy 
1:4 Otetus leave to after ages more, © - lt? 
| ©-!Than'we received from all'that went before. .- - - 
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(1) Rev, 3420, 


(3) Hebe 11:37. 


I Kings at. 2. | 


(4) PL. 102.18;] 
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CHAP. VI. 


Upon the Hus- | Deeds for your Lands you prove, and keep with care; 


ro prove and fe Jo fu p-.ch 


preſerve his <a _—_ 
Deeds. 


OBSERVATION. 


— —— 


VW E generally find, men are not more carcful in trying, 
gold, or in keeping it, than they are in examining 
their Deeds, and preſerving them 3 theſe are virtually their 
whole cſtate;, and therefore it concerns them; to- be careful of 
them : If they. ſuſpet a flaw in their Leaſe or Deed, they 
repair to the ableſt Counſell, ſubmit it tohis judgment, make 
me worſt of their cauſe, and query about all the ſuppoſeable 
dangers with him 3 if he tell them their caſe is ſuſpicious/and 


'| hazardous, how much art they perplexed and troubled ? they 
| can neither Eat, drink, or ſleep in peace, till they have a good 


4 ſettlement 3 and willing they are to be at much coſt and pains 
. ]toobtain it. | 


APPLICATION... 


Tele cartsand fears, with which you are perplexed in 

ſuch caſes, give you a little glimpſe of thoſe .troybles 

of ſoul, with which. the 'people of God. are perplexed 
about their eternal condition, which perhaps. you have þccn 
hitherto unachuainted' with, and-therefore Highted them, as |. 
fanſies and whimfies,.. 'I'fiy,,;your own fears anditroubles, if 
ever you were ingaged by a cunning abd.gfWerful adyeffary 
in a Law-ſyit for your eſtate, -may give you e (little gliaiple 
of ſpiritual troubles 3 and-indecdit-is no-moxe -but,, glimpſe 
of it : For, as the loſs of an Garthly; (though fair.) iheri+ 
| tance is diitartrifle:toithe-lo&'dt {50d, and, the(onl : toecer- 
[nity 3 ſo you garinbt but imagine, that the carers: fears) and 
! 4%.) I x1 ſolicitudes 
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The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 
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ſolicitades of fouls about theſe things, are much, very much 
beyond yours. Let us compare the caſes, and (ee how they 
anſwer to cach other. | 

You have evidences for your eſtates, and by them you hold 
what you have in the world. They alſo have evidences for 
their cſiate in Chriſt, and glory to. come 3 they- hold all ix 
capite, by virtue of their infermarriage with Jeſus Chiidt ; 
they come to be eſtated in that glorious inheritance, contain-< 
|<din the Covenant of grace. You have the tenure in that 


13. They can lay chim to no promiſe upon any other 
ground 3 this is their title to all that they own as theirs. 


your Deeds or Leaſes, an adverſary finds fome dubious clauſe 
in them, and thereupon commences a Suit of Law with you, 
Thus i frequently falls out with the people of God, . who 
after their believing and ſealing time, have doubts arid ſcru- 
ples raiſed in them about their title. Nothing is more com- 
mon,. than for the Devil and their own unbelief to ſtart con- 
troverkies, and raiſe ſtrong objections againſt their intereſt 
| in Chriſt, and the Covenant of promiſes. Theſeate cunning 
and potent adverſarics , and do maintain long debates with 
the gracious foul, and reaſon ſo cunningly and ſophiſtically 
with it, that it can by no means extricateand fatisfie it felt 3 


poor fouls are but too apt to ſuſpeQ. OS 27001 
All che while that a Suit in Law is depending; about: yous: 


building or dre{ing, for fear you ſhould loſe all at laſt, Juſt 


from the ſweeteſt duties and Ordinancesy they put | off theis: 
own comforts; and ſay;; I6 we were ſuze: that. all this;wert; 
ours, we could then rejoyce in them - But alafsi!' our: tithe'is + 


Scriptuze, 2 Cor. 3.22, 23. All is yours, for ye are Chrilts, | 
and Chrilt is Gods. Faith unites them to him 3- and after | 
they believe, they are ſealed by the Spirit of promiſe, Eph. 1. | 


It often falls out, that after the ſealing and executing of | 


always alledging that their title is worth nothing, which they'| 


title, you have buta little comfort or benefit from youreſiate; | 
you cannot look upon it as your own, nor lay out tnoneys in [ 


23-08 a. 4 


thus ſands the {He with doubting Chriſtians, they have licele'| 
comfort from the mpft comfortable promiſes, little benefit} - -- 


-| dubious, Chriſt is a-precious Chrift, the promiſtware' colh- | 


Is 


| is 


IK 
” -——— 


Husbandry ſpiritualized ; Or, 
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fortable things, but what if they be none of ours ? Ah! how 
little doth the doubting Chriſtian make of his large and rich 
inheritance ? | 

You dare not truſt your own judgments in ſuch caſes, but 
ſtate your caſe to ſuch as are learned in the Laws; and are 
willing to get the ableſt counſel you can to adviſe you : So 


are poor doubting Chriſtians , they carry their Caſes from 


Chriſtian to Chriliian, and from Miniſter to Miniſter , with 


ſuch requeſts as theſe; Pray tell me what do you think of | - 


my condition ? deal plainly and faithfully with me, theſe 
be my grounds of doubting, and theſe my grounds of hope. 
.O hide nothing from me! And if they all agree that their 
caſe is good, yet they cannot be ſatisfied till God fay fo too, 
and confirm the word of his ſervants; and therefore they 
carry the caſe often beforc him, in ſuch words as thoſe, Pſal. 
139. 23, 24+ Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me 
and know my thoughts, and ſee if there be any way of wickedneſs; 
in me. | | 

You have little quict in your ſpirits, till the caſe be re- 
ſolved, your meat and drink doth you little good; you can- 
not ſleep in the night, becauſe theſe troubled thoughts are 
ever returning upon you : What if I ſhould be turncd out 
of all at laſt? So it is with gracious ſouls, their eyes are held 
waking in the night, by reaſon of the troubles of their hearts, 
Pſal. 77+ 4+. Such fears as theſcare frequently returning upon 
their hearts. What if I ſhould be found a ſelf-deceiver at 


] aft? What if Ido but hug a phantaſm inſtead of Chrit ? 


how can this, or that, conliſt with grace? their meat and 
drink doth them; little good 3 their bodies are often macerated, 
by the troubles of their ſouls: 

You will not make the beſt of your condition, when you 
ſtate your caſe toa faithful Councellor 3 neither will they, 
but oft times ( poor penſive fouls ) they makeit much worſe 
than indeed it. is 3 charge themlelves with that which God | 
never charged them with , though this be neither their: wiſ- 
dom nor their duty. 3:but the-fears of miſcarrying make them 
ſuſpe& fraud in all they do or have j7+/ 


. -Lafily, when yourtitle is clearcd, your hearts are caſed ; 
= 2” FE yea, 
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jad The heavent uſe ofearthhythings. 
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yea, not only eaſed, but overjoyed 3 the not in that de- 
gree , nor with the ſame kind of joy, -that the: hearts of 
Chriſtians are overflowed , when the Lord ſpeaks peace to 
their ſouls. O welcome the ſweet morninglight, after a te- 
dious night of darkneſs ; now they can eat their; 
comfort, and drink their wine ( yea if it be but wane i 
a merry heart, Eccleſ. 9.7. $23\k 


REFLECTION - 


How hath my ſpirit been toſſed, and hurried, when I 
have met with troubles and clamors about my eſtate ! 
but as for ſpiritual troubles, and thoſe ſoul-perplexing caſes 
that Chriſtians ſpeak of, I underfiand but little of them. I 
never called my everlaſting ſtate in- queſtion , nor brake an 
hours ſleep upon any ſuch account. Ah, my ſupine and 
careleſs ſoul ! little haſt thou regarded how matters ſtand, in 
reference to eternity ! I have ſtrongly conceited , but never 
throughly examined the validity of my title to Chriſt and his 
promiſes 3 nor am Iable fo tell, if my own conſcience ſhould 

demand whereupon my claim is grounded. 

O my foul! why art thou ſo unwilling to examine how 

matters ſtand betwixt God and thee ? art thou afraid to look 

into thy condition ? leſt by finding thine bypocrifie , thou 

ſhouldſt /oſe thy peacez or rather thy ſecurity. To what 

purpoſe will it be to ſhut thine eyes againſt the light of con- 

viction, unleſs thou couldſt alſo find out a way to prevent 

thy condemnation ? thou ſeclt other ſouls, how attentively | 
they wait under the word, for any thing that may ſpeak to 

their conditions. Doubtleſs thou haſt heard how frequently 

and ſeriouſly they have ſtated their conditions, and opened 

their caſes to the Miniſiers of Chriſt. But thou, O my foul ! 

haſt no ſuch caſes to put» nodoubts to be reſolved 3 thou wilt- 
leave all to the decition of the great day, and nut trouble thy 


ſelf about it now, Well, God will decide it, but lictle to | 


". 
The careleſs 
ſouls Reflc&i- 
ON. 


thy comfort, 


I have heard how ſome haye been perplexed by litigious | 


adverſaries, but I believe none have been. ſo tofſed with 


ie. 


fears, | | 


\ 
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' ] duties and thine Ordinances prove ſo too, by reafon of the 


fears, and diſtractcd-with doubts, as I have beer about the 
ſtate of my ſoul. Lord, what ſhall I do? I have often. car- 
ried my doubts and ſcruples to thine Ordinances, waiting: 
for ſatisfaction to be ſpoken there. I have carried them to| 
thoſe I have judged skiltul and faithful, begging their reſolu- 
tion and help, but nothing will ſtick. Still my fears are daily | 
renewed. O my God do thou decide my cafe ! tell me how | 
the ſtate ſtands betwixt thee and me3 my days conſume in 
trouble, I can neither do, or enjoy any good, whilſt things | 
are thus with me; all my earthly enjoyments are dry and 
uncomfortable things z yea, which is much worſe , all my 


troubles of my heart I am no ornament to my profeifion, 
nay, I am a diſcouragement end fiumblng-block to others ! 
E will hcarken and hear what God the Lord will ſpeak, O 
that it might be peace ! if thou do not fpeak it none can ; 
and when thou doeſt, keep thy ſervant from returning again 
| to folly, leſt I make freſh work for an accating confcience,and 
give new matter to the adverſary of my foul! - / 

But thou ( my foul ) enjoyeſt a double mercy from thy 
bountitul God, who hath not only given thee a good title, 
bat alſo the clear evidence and knowledge thereof, Iam ga- 
thering, and daily feeding upon the full ripe fruits of aſſu- 
rance, which grow upon the top boughsof faith, whilft ma- 
ny of my poor brethren drink their own tears, and have their 
teeth broken with gravel ſtones. Lord, thou haſt ſet my foul 


| thou haſt exalted me; nor grow wanton becauſe I walk at li- 


upon her high places, but let me not exale my ſelf, becauſe 


berty, leſt for the abuſe of ſuch precious liberty, chouclap my 
old chains upon me, and ſhut up my foul again in priſon. 
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The Poery, 


En can*tbe quict ill chey be affur'd”--, - 
| LVL Thattheircliatc is good, and well ſeqar'f.. | 
To able Connlelthey their Deed fubmit  * of 
-Intreating them with exreexarnine it ' - # 
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Fang ſome clauſe an enemy may wrelt, 'F | 
Or find a flaw, whereby he may deveſt \, -; | 
: Thery, and their children. O whocan-but fee 
How wiſe men in their generation be ! |Luke 16.8, | 
Buit do they (1): equal carc and fears expreſs | 4 (JAR 18-194 
| Abour their eveflaſting happineſs? 9g | 
Is ſpiritual. things *twould grieve pnes heartito (re. > | 10 
What 12) cards ſouls, theſe careful men can be; -- + | 
'They act like men of common ſenſe bereaven, 

Secure their Lands 3 and they'l truſt God for heaven. | 1 
How many caſes have you to ſubmit, | | 
To Lawyers judgments? (3) iy fit > 7; 7 | (3) Hoſe 11424 
Froth'week-te week, and yet norſed Fm 1 

Of one that brings a Pury aha tan | | 
Yea, which is wotſe; how ſeldom do you cry # 
To God for counſel (4) or beg him to try | (4) Pal. 139.) 
Your hearts and firictly inquiſition mnks | 23s + 
Into yoar ftate, diſcover yodr miſtake. - 


10, Is 


' ff 


O fiupid ſouls ! clouded with] ignorance, | | 
Is Chriſt, and heaven no (5) tair inheritance | /s) Phil.3-8;9- 
Compar'd with yours? or is (6) ctetnity | ON Eno 
A ſhorter term than yours ? that ph Sons Ply | 
The one fo cloſe, : C. totally negle@? + 
The other; as not worth your leaſt Teſpedt, pf Sn 
Perhaps the Devil whoſe plot from;your*s:conceaFd, | 
' Perſwades your title's good 3. and firmly fea # 
By God's own Spirit, though you acver found: © of k 
One act of ſavi grace (7 (7): t01ley ground”: Ol 7) Eph 1.13, | 
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Occaſional Meditations 


|BIRDS, BEASTS, TREES, FLOWERS, 
RIVERS, and other objefts; . 
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Upon the ſinging of a Rrohtinggle. 


| | HO-that hears ſuch various, raviſhing,”"and ex-. 
| quifite melody, would. imagine the bird” that: 
| makes it,” to be of ſo ſmall and contemptible a 

| body; and feather}?: her charming voice ingaged 


* © "[notonly mine: atcentive bay, but my feet alſo » 0 make a- 
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melody Rtill feerhed tot 
her ſelf, gnd found he 
chered than-a ſparrow, it 


en 144 deſcribed the bird 
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[nearer approackto that. ſhady buſh, in- which that excellent . 
{| Muſician fate veiled 3 and thegeder Icame, the ſweeter the | - 


' (This Bird ſeems co me the lively emblem of the forma! hy-'|*- -'Þ 
poarieqi(d) In that ſhe-is more in fund than ſubſiance, a| | ſi 
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Occaſional Meditations, 


a loud and excellent voice, but a little deſpicable body 3. and 
it recall'd to my thoughts the ſtory of Plutarch, who hearing 
'a Nightingale, deſired to have one killed to feed upon , not 
queſtioning but ſhe would pleaſe the pallat as well as the 
car z but when the Nightingale was brought him, and ke ſaw 
| what a poor little creature it was, truly ſaid he, thou art vox 
' © preterea nihil, a meer voice and nothing elſe :- So is the hy- 
pocritez did a man hear him ſometimes in more publick du- 
ties and diſcourſes, O thinks he, what an excellent man is 
this / what a choice and rare ſpirit is he of ? but follow him 
home , obſerve him in his private converſation and retire- 
ments, and then you will judge Plutarchs note as applicable 
to him as the Nightingale. (2) This Bird is obſerved to 
charm moſt ſwettly , and ſet her ſpirits all on work , when 
ſhe perceives ſhe hath ingaged attention 3 ſo doth the hypo- 
crite ; wholives and feeds upon the applauſe and commen- 
| dation of his admirers, and cares little for any of thoſe duties 
' which bring in no returns of praiſe from men 3 he is little 
pleaſed with a ſilent melody and private pleaſure betwixt God: 
and his own ſoul. | | 
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Scire tuum nibil eſt niſi te ſcire hoc ſciat alter. 
Alas ! his knowleMis not worth a pip, 
If he proclaim not what he hath within. 


He is more for the Theatre than the Cloſet , and of ſuch | 
Chriſt faith, Verily they have their reward. (3) Naturalifts 
obſerve the Nightingale to be an ambitious Bird, that can- 
not endure to be out>yied by any» ſhe will rather chuſe to die 
than be be excelFd'; a'notable inſtance whereof we have in 
the following pleaſant Pocm,tranſlated out of Strads 3 con- 
cerning the Nightipgale a ROI owdy 


-Now the declining 
"From higher heavens, 
«'* A milder flame, when neexl 
A Lutaniſi alayed his carefulavo, - *.* 
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With ſounding charms,.-and in a greeny ſeat 

Of ſhady Oak, took ſhelter from the heat 

A Nightingale o'tcheard him, that did uſe 
To ſojourn jn the neighbour Groves, the Muſe 
That fill'd the place, the Syren of the wood 

( Poor harmleſs Syren ) ſtealing near ſhe flood 
Cloſe lurking in the leaves attentively 


Recording that unwonted melody. 


She con'd it to her ſelf, and every firain 

His tingers play'd, her throat return'd again, 

The Lutanilt percciv'd an anſwer ſent 

From th'imitating Bird, and was content 

To ſhew her play, more fully, then in haſte 3 
He tries his Lute and giving her a taſt 

Of the inſuing quarrel, nimbly beats 

On all his firings, as nimbly ſhe repeats 

And wildly ranging o're a. thouſand: keys 

Sounds a (hrill warning of her after layes 

With rowling hand the Lutaniſt then plyes ' 
The trembling threds ſometimes in ſcornful wife 
He bruſhes down the ſirings and firikes them all 
With one even ſtroke, then takes them ſeveral 
And culls them o're agajo, his ſparkling joynts 
With buſic deſcant mincing on the points 
Reach back again with nimble touch, then ſtayes. 
The Bird replies, and art with art repaics. 
Sometumes as one unexpert, and in doubt 
How ſhe might weild her voice, ſhe draweth out 
Her tone at krge, and doth at firſt prepare 
A ſolemn firain nor wear'd with winding air, 
But with an equal pitch, and conſtant throat 
Makes clear the paſſage for her gliding note 3 


Thea croſs divition diverſly-ſhe playcs 
..;| Andgudly chanting out her quicketi laycs 
| Poyles the Gund, aud with a quivering voice 
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- Juſt atthe laſt encounter of her foe Lo 3h 
:--She faints, ſhe dyrs, falls qn his inſtrumene. pts TILE 


Occafional Meditations © 


Some harder Leſſons, and with wondrous art 
Changing the ſtrings doth up the treble dart 
And downward {mites the baſe, with painful Qiroke 
He beats 3 and as the Trumpet doth provoke 
Sluggards to fight, even ſo his wanton kill 
With mingled diſcord joyns the hoarſe and ſhrill, 
The Bird this alſo tunes, and whillt ſhe cuts 
Sharp notes with mingled voice, and mingled puts 
Meaſures of middle ſound, then ſuddenly 
She thunders deep and jugs it inwardly 
Witch gentle murmur, clear and dull ſhe ſings 
By courſe, as when the martial warning rings _ 
Believ't-the Minſiril bluſht, with angry mood 
Inflam'd ( quoth he ) thou Chantrefs of the wood 
Either from thee I'le bear the price away © 
Or vanquiſht, break my Lute without delay- 
Unimitable accents then he ſtrains . 
His hand flies on the ſtrings, in ope he chains 
Far different numbers, chafing here andher®8 
And all the ſtring he labours every yhtre 3 
Both flat and ſharp he ſirikes, and Nately grows 
To prouder ſitains, and backward 3s he goes . -- 
Doubly divides, and cloſing up hisJayes 
Like a full Quire, a ſhivering conſort playes 
Then pauſing ſtood in expeRation _. 
Of his corrival, nor durſt anfwer on. 
But ſhe, when practice long her throat had whet 
Enduring not to yield, at once doth ſet 
Her Spirirsafl to work, and all in vain+ 
For whilſt ſhe labours to expreſs again----:- 
With Natures ſimple voice ſuch divers:keys- 
With ſlender pipes fuch lofty notes as'theR; 
O're matcht with high deſhgns, o*remai 
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And even as far are hypocrites driven on by their ambition 
and pride , which is the ſpur that proyokes them iti theiv re- 
ligious duties. » 


MED I*#T. IL 
Cpon the fight of many ſmall Birds chirping about 
a dead Hawk. 

i a whole Quire of Birds chirping and twinking |- 
| together, it ingaged my curiolity a little to inquire 
| into the occafion of that convocation , which mine eyes 
quickly informed me of 3 for I perceived a dead Hawk in the | 
buſh, about which they made ſuch a noiſe, ſeeming to tri- 
.umph at the death of their enemy 3 and I could not blame 
them to ſing his knell, who like a Canibal was wont to feed 
upon their living bodies 3 tearing them limb from limb, and 
ſcaring them with his frightful appearance. This Bird which 
living, was ſo formidable, being dead the pooreſt Wren or 
Litmouſe fears not to chirp or hop over him. This brings to 
my thoughts the baſe and ignoble ends of the greateſt Tyrants 


and greedy ingroflers of the world, of whom (whilſt living) 
men were more afraid than birds of a Hawk , but dead be- | 


.came objeds of contempt and ſcorn. The death of ſuch Ty- 
rants is both inglorious and unlamented 3 When the wicked pe- 


riſh there s ſhouting, Prov. 11.10. Which was exemplified 
to the life at the death of Nero, of whom the Poct thus ings, 
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Occaſional Meditations. 


E:-4 "Nadir paſcit aver, jacet en qui poſſidet orbems 
Exigue telluris imopr — — 
Birds eat his fleſh, lo now he cannot have. 

Who rul'd the world, a ſpace to make a grave. 


4 : 

The like is ſtoried of Alexander the great, who lay unbu- 
ricd thirty dayes, and William the Conqueror , with many 
| other ſuch Birds of prey 3 whillt a beneficial and holy life” is 


death. 

For. my own part, I wiſh I may ſo order my converfation 
in the world, that I may live when I am dead in the affections 
of the beſt, and leave an honourable teſtimony in the conſci- 
ences of the worſt 3 that I may oppreſs none, do good toall, 
and ſay when I dye, as good Ambroſe did, I am neither aſha- 
med to live, nor afraid to dye. 


MEDIT. 11k 


Opon the ſight of a Black-bird taking ſan@uaxy 
in a buſh from a purſuing Hawk. . _ 


V V Hen I ſaw how hardly the poor bird was put it to 
| fave her ſelf from her enemy, who hover'd juſt over 
the Buſh in which ſhe was fluttering and (queeking, I could 
not but haſten to relieve her, ( pity and ſuccour being a due 
debt to the diſirefled)) which when I had done, the Bird would 
not depart from the buſh, though her enemy were gone 3 this 
act of kindneſs was abundantly repayed by this Meditation, 
with which I returned to my walk. My foul like this Bird, 
was once diſtreſſed, purſued, yea, feiz 
certainly made a prey of it, had not Jeſus Chriſt been.a Sana- 
ary to it in that hour of danger. How ready did I find 


make good that ſweet promiſe to my experience, Thoſe that 


uſually cloſed up in an honourable and much lamented | 


by Satan, who had | 


'* [himto receive my poor ſoul, into his protection? thendidhe | 
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Occaſional Meditations. 
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| MEDIT. Iv. 


{ 


come unto me, I will in no wife caſt out. It calld to mind 
that pretty and pertinent ſtory of the Philoſoper , who 
walking in the fields a Bird purſued by a Bawk, flew into 
his boſom 3 he took her out, and ſaid, Poor Bird, I will nci- 
ther wrong thee, nor expoſe thee #0 thine enemy, ſince thon cameſt 
unto me for refuge. So tender, and more than ſo, is the Lord 
Jeſus to difireſſed ſouls that come unto him. Bleſſed Jeſus ! 
how ſhould I love and praiſe thee ? gloriie and admire thee, 
for that great Salvation thou haſt wrought for me. If this 
Bird had faln into the claws of her enemy, ſhe had been 
torn to pieces indeed, and devoured, but then a few minutes 
had diſpatch'd her, and ended all-her pain and m' ery 3 but 
had my foul fallen into the hands of Satan, there had been no 
end of its miſery. | 

Would not this ſcared Bird be fluſht out of the Buſh that 
ſecured her, though I had chaſed away her enemy ? and wilt 
thou (my ſoul) ever be enticed or ſcared from Chriſt thy re- 
fuge ? O let this for ever ingage thee to keep cloſe to Chriſt, 
and make me fay with Ezrah ; and now, © Lord ! fince thou 
haſt given me ſuch a deliverance as this, ſhould I again break 
thy commandments. 


Upon the fight of divers Lennets intermingling with 
@ flock, of Sparrows. 


4 yet-the featheis of the Sparrow, arc as uſeful and beneficial, 
both for warinthand flight,” though not ſo gay and ornamen- 
64H 29 tho ocherd-3" and if-hoch 
GE TITS 


M Ethinks theſe Birds do fitly reſemble the gaudy Gal- 
lant, and the plain Peſants; how ſpruce and richly 
| adorned with ſhining and various coloured feathers , ( like 
ſcarlet, richly laid with gold and ſilver lace ) are thoſe ? how 
_ clad, in a home-ſpun countrey ruſlet are theſe ? 
Fine feathers (Aaitiz our Proverb) make proud birds; and 


were ript out of their fea- 
cx thers 
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 Occaſuena] Meditations. 
BSc. 


thers, the Sparrow would prove the better Bird of the two; ) 
by which I ſee, that the greateſt worth doth not alwaics lye 
under the fineſt cloaths. And belides, God can make mean 
and homely garments as uſcful and beneficial to poor deſpiſed 
Chriſtians, as the ruffling and ſhining garments of wanton 
Gallants are to them, and when God ſhall ſirip men out of 
all external excellencies, theſe will be found to excel their 
elittering neighbours, in true worth and excellency. 

| Little would a man think ſuch rich treaſures of graces wiſ- 
dom) humility, &c. lay under ſome ruſſet coats; 


Sepe ſub attrita latitat ſapientia veſte. 
Under poor garments more true worth may be, 
Than under filks that whiſtle, who but he ? 


' Whilſt on the other ſide, the heart of the wicked ( as Solo- 
mon hath obſerved ) is little worth , how much ſoever his 


fire not to value any man by what is extrinſecal and worldly, 
but by that true internal excellency of grace, which makes 
the face to ſhine in the eyes of God and good men: I would 


the world 3 but honour ſuch as fear the Lord, how fordid 
and deſpicable ſoever to appearance. 


» 
; 


cloaths be worth. Alas! it falls out too frequently among | 
us, as it doth with men in the Indies, who walk over the rich | 
veins of gold and filver Oar, which lies under a ragged | 
and barren ſurface, and know it not. For my own part, I de- | 


contemn a vile perſon, though never ſo glorious inthe eye of | 


MEDIT. V. 


Opon the fight of 4 Robbin-red-breaſt picking up 4 
worm from a Mole-hill then raiſing. 


the Bird watching ſo intently above; I madea fiand to 


ſeizes 


(YDB the' Mole working induſtriouſly beneath, and | 


ah the ive. When in a Jittle time the Bird deſcends and 
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| Occaſronel Meditations: 


ſcizes upon a worm, which I perceived was crawling apace | 
from the enemy below that hanted her,but fell to the ſhare of 
another which from above waited for her. My thoughts | 
preſently ſuggeſted theſe Meditations from that occaſion 3 me | 
thought this poor worm ſeem*d to be. the Emblem of my 
poor ſoul, which is more endangered by its own luſis of pride 
and covetouineſs, than this worm was by the Mole and 
Birdz my pride, like the aſpiring Bird watching for it above;, 
my covetouſneſs , like this ſubterranean Mole, digging for it 
beneath. Poor ſoul ! what a ſad Dilemma art thou broughr 
| to? If thou go down into the caverns of the earth , there | 
| thou art a prey to thy covetouſneſs that hunts thee and if ; 
thou aſpire , or but ercep upward , there thy pride waits to 
enſnare thee. Diltreſſed ſou] ! whither wilt thou go? afl-: 
| cend thou mayeſt , not by a vain elation, but by avheavenly | 


Wh, ** » 
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| | tion 3 the way of life is above to the wiſe, &c. 
Again, I could not but obſerve the accidental benefit this 
} poor harmlcſs Bird obtained by the labour of the Mole, who 
hunting intentionally for her ſelf, unburroughed and ferrited | 
| out this worm for the Bird, who poffibly was hungy enough, 
3-6 and could not have been relieved for this time but by the 
SY x Mole, the fruit of whoſe labour ſhe now fed upon. Even 
| thus the Lord oft-times makes good his word to his people : 
f "The wealth of the wicked is laid up for tbe juſt. And again, The 
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| David, to whom Nabal that churliſh muck-worm ſpeaks all 
iy in poſſeilives. Shall I cake my bread &c. and give it to one 

| I know not whom 3 and yet David reaps the fruit of all the 
E: pains and toyl of Nabal at laſt, Let it never incourage me to 
x | = $5 *y idleneſs, that God ſometimes gives his people the fruit of 0- 
" | thers ſweat 3. but if Providence reduce me: to'neceſlity-, and 
Ii | diſable me from helping my ſelf, I doubt not then but it will 
t provide inſtruments to do it. The Bird was an hungry and 
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converſation, befide which, theregs no way for thy preſerva- |* 


earth ſhall help the woman. This was fully exemplified in| 
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| notiioed Thus have I ſeen the Birds o 
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E - || ly perſwade to unity and amity. " M-; - 
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MEDIT. VI. 


HR: ſoon hath death ended the quarrel betwixt theſe 
4 two litcle Combatants ! had they agreed better, they 
might have lived longer 5 *twas their own contention; that 
gave both the opportunity and provocation of their death ; 


Upon the ſhooting of two Finches fighting in the Air. | 


and though living they could not, yet being dead they can 
lye quiecly together in my hand. "3 


Fooliſh Birds, was it not enough that Birds of prey 
watched to devour them, butthey muſt yok and fcratch one 
Paradiſe (:Saints'I 
mean:) tearing or wounding cachother ,- like ſo many bird 
of prey ; and by their unchriſtian contelis giving the occafton 
of their commom'ruine 3. yea, and that not only: when at li- 
berty, as theſe weres but: when incaged alſo; and yet, as one : 
well obſerves; if ever Chriſtians will agree, *cwill either be 
io-a priſon; or in heaven for in a prifon their. quarretſomie | 
luſts lyc low, and in heaven they ſhall be utterly done away. 
; But O!: what pity is it, that thoſe who ſhall agree Þo per- 
fealy in heaven, ſhould bite -and devour 'cach -other upon! 
carth ? that it ſhould be ſaid of then, as one ingenioufly ob-! 
ſerved who faw their carcaſes lye- z\ as-if_ they had 
lovingly embraced each other , who:fdll eogether by a-Duel, 
Quanta amicitia ſe in vicem ampleuntar , qui mutua &” im- \ 
placabili inimicitia perierunt ? of (] 
\ 1 Who by cach- others bloody hands did dyes! | it! 74 
;»-Qras.he faid ; whooblerved>how |quietly>and peaceably 


Imbracing one-ariother, now they lye t 6 02% cl21im ;} | 
Bis | 
; 


INT 


grave 3 Non tanta vivi pace conjundi eſſetic 3, y 
together ſo peaceably. If conſcience of Chrifts! 


duſt and bones, 'tven- of enemies! did-:lye:itogechati in the; 
5 on did not live 
not, yet the conſideration of common ſafety ſhould - per , ; 
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» | ble mirth into a ſaddey note'3-:and thoſe:that now fit fad and 
-} filent, ſhall ſborely fang for joy of: hoart;: when'the witter is 


| [the earth, and the tinie of-the finging of Birdsiscoine. © - 
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"Occaſional Meditations 


M E D-I'T.. VIE. 
Upon the ſinging of a blind Finch by night. 


God-in/nature, told me,' That being entertain'd with 
a Gght of many rarities at a friends houſe in Lond»r; among 
other things, his friend ſhewed him a Finch , whoſe eyes 
{being put out, would frequently fing at midnight. This 
Bird in my opinion, is the lively Emblemotf fuch careleſs and 
 unconcerned perſons, as the Prophet deſcribes, Amas 6:4,5,6. | 
who chant to the viol, when a diſmal night of trouble and 
afliQion hath overſhadowed the'-Chutch. You would have 
thought it ſirange to have heard this Bird-ling in the night, 
when all others are in a deep fGilence ; except the Qw], an 
unclean Bird, and the Nightingal which before we made 


| except the:;profanc and hypocritical , ſhould ſa-unſeaſona 
ſhould live in pleaſure, ' whilſt ſhe her felf les in'tears. | The 


forrow they fate ; even like Birds, with their heads under their 
| wings ,:during the night of their Captivity. How [ſv2lt we 
Bug the Lids. ſong ina ftrange Land:? *Tis like enough, fuch 
as:can.fing and:channt inthe night of 'the Churches trouble, 
have well feathered their nelts in the days of her proſperity; 
| however let them know, that God will-turn their unſcaſona- 


pail, thq rain;over apd gone, the Rowers appgat again' upon 
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Dear frictd, who was a great obſcrierof the works of | 


the Emblemef the Hypocrite: And as ſirange itis, that:any | 
expres: theirimirth and jollity 5 that any of Sous children | 
peeple of: God in Pſal. 137. telt us in what poſtures of | 
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MEDIT. VIIE 
Open the comparing of two Birds weſts, * | 


X pretty to obſerve the firuQure- ndcemitatioatieb 
of the habitations of theſe little archite&s, whothough | 
they a& not by reaſon and counſel,. but only by natural in- | 
ſtin&, yet reaſon it felf'could hardly have contrived: a neater | 


| duſtry ? how warmly hath the Finch matted his? and both ' 
well fenced againſt the injury of the weather. 

How ports nr hath nature provided convenient habi- 
cations , for theſe weak and tender young ones, who have 
warm lodging , and variety of proviſion hourly brought 
them, without their care ayd pains? This trifling obje& ſug- 
geſts to my thoughts, a more excellent and ſerious contem-' 
plation, even the wonderful and  unparalle'd abaſement of| | 
Feſus Chrift, who for my ſake voluntarily ſubmitted himſelf | 
to a more deſtitute and 1, nw ſtate, than theſe Birds of the 
Air 3 for -Mat. $. 20.'he ſaith, The foxes bave boles, and the 
birds of the air have nefts'; but the Sou of m mon bath not where 
to lay bis bead. | 

Val tbus in ſaltu rupis i exelſe latebras | 
Prebet, & acreis avibus dav filua quieter : 
Aft hominis Nato nullis ſwecedeveteflis 
—_ Bft licttum ___——_—— io 

. The craggy rock to'foxes holes affords, 
The pleaſant woods, a reſting place to birds, 

- For Chrift no fixed habitation's found - | '/ 

. Butwbat was befrowed, or the raked ground. - 


my {melting conf abration? that the efoeions Sen. God, 
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building of ſuch fimple materia... How! neatly hath the |» + 55 © | 
Thruth ceiled-or plaſtered his neſt with adinirable art and'i n+} AINKE NI 
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Occafionul'Meditations. - 


Duento pro me; 


Bern, 
| 


| manifeſt himſelf in fleſh, 2 Tim. 3.16: yea, in the likeneſs of 
| finful fleh, Rom. B. 3. that is, in fteth,. that had the marks 


; 
| 


thought iF no robbery to be equal with God: Phil. 2.8. who-from 
all eternity was infinitely and incffably delighting andrejoycing 
in the boſome of bis father, Prov. 8.30. That he, Ifay, ſhould 


and effes of fin upon it, as hunger, thirſt, pain, wearineſs 
and mortality.3 and not only ſo, but to chuſe ſuch a ſtate of 
outward meanneſs and poverty, never being poſſeſſed of a 
houſe in this world 3 but living asa ſtranger in other mens 
houſes, and. ſtopping in this reſpeR toa lower condition than 


1s better accommodated than the body of my Lord. Dear Je- 
ſus! by how'much the viler thou madeſt thy (elf for me, by 
ſo much the dearer ſhalt thou be to me. . 


MEDIF. IX. 


Upon the early pnging of Birds. 
f% am I. reproved of ſluggiſhneſs by theſe watchful 
4A 4 Birds! | which cheerfully entertain the very dawning of 
| the morning, with their cheerful and delighful warblings ! 
they ſet their little ſpirits all awork betimes, whilſt my no- 
bler ſpirits are bound with the bonds of ſoft and downy-ſlum- 


reprove and chide thy ſluggiſh body, as a good Biſhop once 


__ _ mts 


| did, when upon the ſane occalion he laid, Swrrexerext paſſe- 
res & flertant Pontifices. E 
"  Theearly chirping Sparrows may reprove 
Such lazy-Biſhaps as their beds do love. 
Of many flug 


eccidentemtiderars> that he n 


ta bed 4vfter, -noxſetting,] being in bed before. +. 
bg! Wat 2:75 ; x; FJ RK 


Mains 


| 


the very birds of the Air, and all this for enemies. O let it | 
| work both admiration and thankfuleſs in my ſoul! my body 


© a 


bers. For ſhame my ſou}! ſuffer-not that Publican ileep to E 
ſeize ſo much of thy time ; yea, thy beſt. and freſheſt time ; | 


| ds it may be faid, as Tully (aid of Perrer, 4 b 
| the Deputy bf:S$49h); Rood nunquam ſolem nec orientem, nec| i 
ide: ever:{aw the Sun rifing , being |. /'? 
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be early up, and never the near 3: yea, far bettex It is_ 20: be | 


Fiheyfeethehand of death pluc 
into the grave. Se I | 
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'Tis pity that Chriftians of all men mr Ties 
cut ſuch large thongs out of ſo narrow a' hide %s their time 
on earth is. But alas! it is not ſo much carlyriting, as a. 
wiſe improving thoſe freſh and free hours with God, that; 
wilt inrich the ſoul ; elſe, as our Proverb faith, *a man may | 


found'iri bed ſleeping, thati t6 be up doing nothing, or that 
which-is worſe that-nothing.'' O my ſoul ? tearn to pre: 
poſſes thy ſelf every morning with the thoughts of God, and | 
ſuffer not thoſe freſh and ſweet operations of thy mind; to be | 
proſtituted to earthly things for that is'experimentally rrue 
which one -in this cafe ' hath pertinently obſerved 3\ Thar if 
the world-get the ftart of Religion in the morning , it will 
be hard for Religion to overtake it all the day after. 
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Occaſional Meditations, 


Ovid. Omnibus obſcaras injicit illa mauus, - 


I am gone, and then let death come and welcom ! 


Death's Reps are ſwift, and.yet no noiſe it makes 3 
Ies hand unſeen, but yet moſt-ſaxely takes. | 


And even as the ſurviying Birds for a; little time ſeemed | 


to ftand affrighted., peeping after their companions,and- then 
a5 bulic as ever to-their meat again + Juſt fo. it fares with the 
carele(s inconſiderate world, who ſees others daily dropping 
into eternity round about them, and for the-preſent are a lit- 
tle ſtartled, and will look into the grave after their neigh- 
bours, and then fall as bulily to their earthly, imploymeats. 
and pleaſures again as ever, till their own turn comes. — | 

I know, my God ! that I muſt die as well as others; bur, 
O'let'me not die as do others, let me ſee death before I feel it, 


upon my back, but rather Jet me meet it as a friend halfway |! 
Dye I muſt, but let me lay up that good treaſure before I go, 
IMat. 6. 19. carry with me a good conſcience when I go, 
2 Tim, 4.6,7. and leave behind me a good example when 
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Ac ock contented himſelf, and* remained qui- 
| . etly within: his own bounds, his owner had never put 
ſuch an heavy clog upon his neck: byt I ſee the prudent Huſ- 


; bandman chaſes rather, to. keep:him: with his clog , than loſe} 
| himfor want of one. What this clog is to him, that is afflj 


ion and trouble to me 3 had ty ſoul kept cloſe with Go 


and conquer it before it kill me let it not come as an enemy |. 
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| in liberty and proſperity, .he would never thus have clogged | F p 
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me with adverſity.z: yea, andtrappy: were it fot rhe, if 1 nigh 
firay from God ne more, who hath thus elopged ine - with pre- | "A 
ventive,afftictions. 14 with Dawd'Þ might fay, Before F wis' 4 
 aftiged Iment aftray, bus now Thave kept thy word, Pſal. 119, 
67. O my-ſoul! *tis better for thee to have thy pride clogged 
with. poverty, thy ambition: with reproach , thy carnatex+ 
pectansics wich conflate Mifappointencnts }- thar! co be at U- S 
Berth 02.998 from God andduty; * '! [ * , | 
| is true, I ani: ſometignes as weary of 'cteke a as | 
Y | chis poor Beaſt is of the clog'he. draws: after' him; and often | 
|| wiſh my ſelf rid of them ; but yet, if God ſhould take them 
| off, for ought I know I might have cauſe to wiſh them on 
again, topreveat a greater miſchief. *Tis ſtoried of Bafil, } | 
that for many years he was farcly afflicted ywith an inveterate f 
head-ach, ( that was his clog ) he often prayed for the re- | 
moyal of it, at laſt God removed it; but, inſtead thereof he | 
was ſorely exerciſed with 'tHe motions and temptations of | 
luſt, which when he perceived » he as earneſtly defixed his 
| head- ach 1againy 40. prevent 'a-' par evil”: Lord 17 if bh4 . 
'Y | carruptions may be prevented by my affliction \'1 tefufe 
'Y | co he clogged with: them; bye my foul racher- defires: thou- 
n: jours 2 the tire: w— I: Tis for ever reed: from. 
oth... ,_ _ L 
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| MEDIT. IL: TTY 
OIL the love of a Dog.to bis Maſter. > | : 


& —_ many. away. & <a y, mirc and dirt hath this } 

- poor Dog followed my horſe heels to day?” a 
* | for a very pqqst6ward,: for all he gers Dy at" nigh 

- \'{ bones and blows,: ytt-will he nor leave” my company; bur is 

content we _ _ terms to ware deja hs me _— 7 to 
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Decafionsl Meditations. 
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| much lefs, 


dience are ſo incomparab'y ſweet and ſure. I cannot beat 
.back this dog from following me, but every inconfiderable | 
trouble is enough to diſcourage me in the way of my duty, | 
Ready I am to reſolve as that Scribe did, Mat. 1.19. Ma- 
fter, Twill follow #bee whitherſoever thou goeſt ; but how doth | 
-my heart faulter when I muſt encounter with the difficulties 


| ofthe way ? O! let me make a whole heart-choice of Chriſt, 


for my portion and happineſs! and then I ſhall never leave 


difficulties were much more, and the prefent incouragements 


—_—c 
—_ — 


MEDLIT. 111. 
QOpon the fiehting.of two Rams. 


"Jing notice how furiouſly theſe Sheep which by nature 
. are mild and gentle , did like bulls puſh each other 5 
taking, their advantage by going back to meet with a greater 
rage and fury, Methought 1 ſaw in-this a plain Emblem of 
the unchriſtian conteſts and animoſities which fall out 
amongſt them that call themſelves the people of God , who 


in Scripture are alſo tiled Sheep, for theix meekneſs and in- 
nocency 3-and yet, through the remaining corruptions that 
| arein them, thusdo they puſh each other; (as one long ſince 


complained) #on ſecs ac," 
Cum duo converſis inimics.in pretia ani, 7 
; Frontibus INCHITWUNE oem 101 $4 ! 


Ty 


., Likefurious Bulls,-when they!together ruſh *-* 


comport with the ſinful practices of conteriding Chriſtians 
1-9 t, in;\this Y, t they: ingage with. their heads: le 
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him, nor turn back from following him, though the preſenc | 


...' [Shall Chrifians 0ve.another wound-#6d piiſh; 1"? © © 
The fighting of theſe Sheep do in two reſpetts notably 
© they bur thoſe c hea-notldt hs. 
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| ary to the opinion, and to the perſons ; but dipt their tongues 
and pens in vinegar and gall, ſhamefully aſperfing| and re- 


1] tobe taken, but come to hand of his own accord and follow me 


ee 
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Occaſional Meditations. 


many broyls and:uproars in the Chriſtian world ? Oh! What 
| clafhings have theſe heady opinions cauſed in the Churches ? 
firſt heads, and then hearts have claſhed. Chriſtians have not 
diſtinguiſhed betwixt adverſarius litis, & perſone;, an adver- 


proaching one another becauſe their underſtandings were 
not caſt into one mould, and theis heads all of a bigneſs. But 
(2) that which Countrey-men obſerve from the fighting of 
Sheep, That it preſages foul and ftormy weather, is much more 
certainly conſequent upon the fighting of Chriſts Sheep. Do 
thele claſh and puſh? Surely it is ax infallible prognoftichof an 
enſuing ftorm, Mal. 4. 6. * 


MEDI T. IV. 
Upon the catching of a Horſe in a fat Paſture, 


Hen this Horſe was kept in poor ſhort leas , where 
he had much ſcope, but little graſs, how gentle and 


tratable was he then ?he would notonly ſtandquiet 


upand down the field for a cruſt of bread, or handful of Oats ; 
but ſince I turned him into this fat paſture, he comes no more 
to me, nor will ſuffer me to come near ike but throws up 
his heels wantonly again me, and fifes from me, as if I were 
rather his exemy than Benefafor. In this I behold the- carrh 

of : my, own heart towards God, who the more he hath done 


; 4 | for me, the ſeldomer doth he hear from: me: in a low-and|-_ 
afflicted fiate, how traable is my heart to duty ? Then it1-- 


or- oppaſition of Sciences, falſely ſo called, that have made ſo| ; 


| comes to the foot of God voluntarily; but in'an exalted cone þ  - | 
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Otcafionsl Meditations 
we will come no more to thee. How ſoon are all Gods former 


benefits forgotten? and how often is that ancient obſervation 
verificd , even in his own people. I 


mmn— I 


Mere Tv dimy ray Neg one Megs | 
Poft munera cito conſeneſctt gratia. - 

No ſooner do we gifts on ſome beſfiow, 
But preſently our gifts gray-headed grow. 


But that's a bad Tenant that will maintain a Suit at Law 
againſt his Landlord, with his own Rent 3 and a bad heart 
| that will fight againſt God with his own mercics. I wiſh it 
may be with my heart, as it is reported to be with the was | 


taſte, aswhen the tide is at the higheſt. 


MEDIFT. V. 
Opon the hunting of a Deer, 


| 


morning hath hunted this poor tired Deer , which is 
AOW no longer able to fiand: before them, but is compaſſed 
round with thern, who thirſt for, and wilt preſently ſack-her , 
blood 3 brings to'my thoughts the condition and ſtate of «Fpv 
fus Chrift, im the days of his fleſh, who was thus hunted from 
| place to place by bl$6d-thirſty enemies. Upon this very ac- 
count, the 22d. Pfal. which txeats of his death, is infcribed 
with the title of Aijeleth Shabar, which ſignifies the Hind of 
the morxing and fully imports the fame notion, whicls this 
fion preſented me with ; for look, as-the Hind or Deer 
which is intended to be run down that day, is rouzed by the 
| Dogs early in the morning. So was Chriſt, in-the very mor- 
y Herod, and that cruel pack 
exated with him. Thus was he chaſed from place to 


| place; till chat was: fulfilled which was: prophetically wrie-'| 4 


ters in the Kingdom of Congo, that are neyer ſo ſweet. to. the | 


— full-mouthed cry of thefe Dogs, which from the | 


{-terfof him in verſe 16 +of the forecited P/alr ;: For Dogs have" 
153, £ poo | 


 £4"* hin FR Ee nant 


a a. = 


—— 


, wy 


4 4 
00MIm : ; - \ 
: y Ms l 


| Occaſional Miditations, 


| compaſſed nee about,the aſſembly of the wicked bave incleſed me \ 
| they pierced my bands and my feet. \., ; 
And canſi thou expe&, O my foul ! to fare better than he 
did, or eſcape the rage of bloudy men ? Surely, if the Spirit 
| of Chriſt dwell in thee if his holineſs have ſavoured thee, | 
theſe Dogs will wind it and give thee chace too they go 
upon the ſcent of holineſs ſtill, and would hunt to defiructi- 
| on every one, in whom there is «liquid Chrifti, any thing of 
Chriſt, if the gracious providence of the Lord did not ſome- | 
times rate them off : For it is no leſs a pleaſure , which ſome 
wicked ones take in hunting the people of God, than what 
a q_ng the Poet obſerves men uſe to take in-hunting - wild | 
| bealiss X | 


Venator defeſſas thoro quum membra reponis | 
Mens tamen ad Syluvas, & ſua luftra redit. | 
Whilt weary huntſmen in the night do ſleep, | 
Their fancics in the woods Kill hunting keep. . .. | 


| - Lord ! ſhould I with the hypocrite decline the profeſſion 
and practice of holineſs, to eſcape the rage of perſecuting 
enemies, at what time they ceaſe, my own conſcience would : 
| begin to hunt me like a Blood-hound 3 let me rather chuſe 
to be chaſed by men than God , to flee before purſuing ene-; 
mies 3 than. be dogged from day to day with a guilty conſci-; 
' ENCE», 
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Opan the fall of bloſſoms, nipt by a froſty morning.. 


ms of various. colours, -whic 
E k 2- + 751 


ns. 7 | VE RL IS. 7 "=. F? Ae a. 


a LARS a 


; 20; : ; Fo I UORI3D | 
Eholdinfthan carl >. fruit Trees etybollcd -v 
B cara rats cov anc dechet| 


rs mera 
bo the 


EIT Po 
—_ — — 
: PW MY 5.5 


<— 


Occaſional Meditations. 


forth the delicious odors into the circumambient air , and 


rich jewels , or glittering pendents3 and further obſerving, 
how theſe perfumed blofſoms dropt off, being bitten with 
the froſt and diſcoloured all the ground, as it a ſhower of 
ſnow had fallen; I ſaidwithin my (elt, theſe ſweet and early 
bloſſoms are not unlike my (weet and early affections to the 
Lord, in the daycs of my firſt acquaintance with him. Oh ! 
what fervent love ? panting dclires, and heavenly delights 
beautified my foul in thoſe dayes ! the odoriferous ſcent of 
the ſweeteſt bloſſoms, the morning breath of the moſt fra- 
grant flowers, hath not half that fweetnefs with which thoſe 
my firſt affetions were inriched. Oh ! happy time, thrice 
pleaſant Spring ! my ſoul hath it ſtill in remembrance, and 
is humbled within me for theſe alſo were but bloſſoms which 
now are nipt and faded,that firſt flouriſh is gone > my heart is 


like a Winter Sun. . Awake, O Northwindt and come, South 
wind, blow upon my garden, that the ſpices thereof may flow 
out, then let my beloved come into his garden and eat bis plea- 


ant fruit ! . 


——; 


Opon the knitting or ſetting of fruit. 


Have often obſerved, that when the bloſſoms of a tree, 
ſetand knir, though the flouriſh thereof be gone, and 


yet then the fruit is much better ſecured from the danger of 
frols and winds, than whHilft it remained in the flower or 
bloflom 3 for now it hath paſt one of thoſe critical periods, 
in which ſo many trees miſcarry and loſe their fruit. And. 
methought, this narzral Obſervation fairly led me to this The- 
ological Propeſition. That good motions and boly purpoſes in the 
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adorned the branches on which they grew , like ſo many | 


like the Winters earth, becauſe thy face, Lord, is to me | 
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{ nothing but the bare rudiment of the expected fruit be lefe ; | 
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:fouk are never ſecured and paſt their moſt. dangerons-Crilis, hi | 
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4 Occaſional Meditations. 


they be #xrned into fixedreſolutions, and anſwerable executions, 
which is as the knitting and ſetting of them. 

| Upon this Propoſition my melting thoughts thus dilated, 
Happy had it been for thee, my foul ! had-all the blefſed-mo- 
tions of the Spirit been thus knit and fixed in thee. O, how 
have mine affcions blown and budded under: the warm 


beams of the Goſpel ! but a chill blaſt from the cares, trou- 
bles and delights of the world without, andithe vanity and 
deadneſs of the heart within have blaſied all my goodneſs 
hath been but as a morning dew, or carly cloud that vaniſh- 
&th away : And even of divine Ordinances TI may ſay, what 
is ſaid of humane Ordinances, -They bave periſhed in the ſing. 
A bloſſom is but frudus imperfelins, & ordinabilis, an im- 
perfe&t thing in it ſelf, and ſomething in order to fruit a 
good motion and holy purpoſe, is but oprs imperfelium, & or- 
dinabile, an imperfe& work, in order to a compleat work of 
the Spirit, When that primus impetus, thoſe tirlk motions 
were (irong upon my. heart, and I then purſued them in the 


overcome ? Revive thy work, -O Lord ! and give not to my 
ſoul a miſcarrying womb, or dry breaſts. 


— 


MEDIT. III 
Upon the ſight of a fair ſpreading Oak, 


Vas lofty Aouriſhing Tree is here ? It feems ra- 
ther to be a little wood, than a fingle Tree 3 every 
limb thereof having the dimenſions and branches of a Tree 


which one might pluck up with two fingers 3 this vaſt body 


deſpair of arriving to an eminency of grace, though at pre- 


——————— 


force and vigour of them, how many ditficulties might I have | 


init; and yet as great as it is, it was once-but a little ſlip, | 


was contained virtually, and potentially in a- ſma}l Acorn. } 
Well then, I will never deſpiſe the day of ſmalt things, nor.f 


ſent it'is. but as a beoken reed, and the things that are in me;.|- 
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be ready to dye.. As things in nature. fo the things: of. the}; - 
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Occaſional Meditations, © 6 
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Spirit grow up to their fulneſs and perfeRtion , byMow and 
inſenſible degrees The famous and heroical acts of themoſi 
renowned believers, were ſuch as themſelves could not once 
perform, or it may be think they ever ſhould. Great things 
both in nature and grace, come from ſmall and cantemptible 
beginnings» | 


—_—— 


MEDIT. IV. 


Upon the ſight of many ſticks lodged in the brauches of 
: a choice fruit Tree. 


— — 


Ow is this Tree battered with ſtones and loaded with 
Gicks that have been thrown at it ? whilc thoſe that 

grow about it being barren, or bearing harſher frult , efcape 
uutouched ! Surely, if its fruit had not been fo good, its 
uſage had not bcen ſo bad : and yet it is affirmed, that fome 


trees, as the Walnut, &c. bear the better, for being thus brui- 
{cd and battered. | | 


= Let me be but fraleful to God in holineſs,and ever abound- 
-;ingin the work of the Lord, and then, whilſt devils and men 


Even thus it fares, in both reſpe&s with the beſt of men 
"the more holy, the more envied and perſecuted ; every one. 
| that paſſes by will have a fling at them. Methinks I ſee, how 
' devils and wicked men walk round about-the people of God 
' whom he hath encloſed in arms of power, like ſo many boys 
| about an Orchard, whoſe lips water to have a fling at them. 

| But God turns all the ſtones of reproach into precious ſtones. 
| to his people, they bear the better for being thus batter'd, 
And in them is that ancient obſervation verified. 


| Creſcunt virtutum palme, creſcuntque Coronez 
Mntantur mundi prelia, pace Dei © 
The Palms and Crowns of virtue thus increaſe 3 
Thus perſecution's turned into peace, 
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__ Oteaſtonal Meditations: 
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are flinging at me, either by hand or tongue perſecutions, 1 
will ſing amidſi thetn dll with he Divine Poet. 2:00 


-———- 


What open force, or hidden charm Herb. Poems: 
Can blaſi my fruits, or bring me harm) P- 125, y 
Whilſt the incloſure is thine arm ? = 


MED-IT.-Y; l 


. | -Opon the gathering of choice fruit, from a ſcrubbed | 
1 nmprontiſing Tree.” ; 


| Ould ary man think to find ſuch rare delicious fruic 
Y upon ſuch an unworthy Tree to appearance as this | 
is ? I ſhould rather have expe&ed the mot delicious fruit 
from the moſt handſome and flouriſhing Trees 3 but I (ce 1 
mult neicher judge the worth of Trees or Men, by their ex- 
ternal form and appearance. ' This 1s not the firſt time I have 
\ been deceived in judging by that rule; under fair and pro- 
miling outſides I have found nothing of worth, and in many | 
deformed deſpicable bodics, I have found precious and rich- | 
ly furniſhed ſouls. The ſap and juice of this ſcubbed Tree | 
is concofted into rare and excellent fruits, whilſt the juice 
and ſap of ſome other fair, but barren Trees , ſervesonly to 
keep them from rotting, which is all the uſe that many ſouls | BY 
which dwell in beautiful bodies ſerve for 3 they'have (as one "Fi; 
faith) animam pro ſale; their ſouls are but ſalt to their bodies. | We. | 
Or thus, . | | 
The only uſe to which their. ſouls do ferve : 4:54 
Is but like ſale, their bodies to preſerve. v <3 
If God have given me a ſound ſoul, in a ſound body,l have |. Ji 
2 double mercy to bleſs him for 3 but whether my body be | ; 
| vigorous and beautiful or not, yet let my ſoul be ſo : For as} - M 
| the eſteem of this Tree, ſo the eſteem and trae honour of + Et | 
every man riſes zathex {yom his fruicfulneſs and uſefulneſs, } _;. -- | 
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Occaſional Meditations. 


MEDIT. VI.- 


Upon an excellent, but irregular Tree. 


Jos a Tree grow ſomewhat irregular, in a very neat ' MO 
Orchard, I told the owner it was pity that Tree ſhould 
ſtand there; and that if it were mine I would root it up,and : 
thereby reduce the Orchard to an exact uniformity. It was | 
; replyed to this purpoſe, that he rather regarded the fruit | 
than the forms and that this ſlight inconveniency was abun- | 
dantly preponderated by a more conliderable advantage. | 
This Tree, ſaid he, which you would root up, hath yielded | 
me more fruit than many of thoſe Trees which have nothing 
elſe to commend them, but the regular ſcituation. I could 
\ {[notbutyield to the reaſon of this anſwer , and could wiſh jr 
S +: | had been ſpoken fo loud ,.that all our Uniformity-men had 
& heard it, who will not tick IE up many hundred of the 
EE beſt bearers in the Lords Orchard , becauſe they ſtand not in 
| an exa& order with other more conformable , but leſs bene- M- i 
ficial Trees, who do perdere ſubſtantiam propter accidentia, de- 
Kroy the fruit, to preſerve the form. 

Not much unlike ſuch fooliſh men are thoſe 

That ſirive for ſhadows, and the ſubſtance loſe. 


by 
* 
* 
Aled Ac oa. 


mt. 


| MEDITATIONS <wpon a Garden. 
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MEDIT. L 


Obpon the new modelling of a Garden, 


-F A Gentlewoman who had lately ſeen a neat and curioas 
. . | & Garden, returnsto her own with a greater diflike of |- 

|itthawever 5' reſolves to new model the whole plot, and' te- | E 1 
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Occaſiopal Medi 


that not a weed or ſtone is ſuffered in it, but all muſt lye in} 
exquiſite orderz and what ever ornament ſhe had obſerved 
tn her neighbours, ſhe is now reſile(s till ſhe fee it in her 
OWN, | 

Happy were it thought I, if in an holy -emulation, every 
one would thus endeayour to recife the diſorders of their 
own convention, by the excellent graces they behold in the 
more heavenly and regular lives of others. Some Chriſtians 
there are ( I wiſh their number were greater ) whoſe actions 
'.. |lye in ſuch a comely and beautiful order, that few of their 


| viction and-ſhame 3- but few'are ſo happy to be provoked'un- 
to ſelf-reformation by ſuch rare patterns;' I ſee, it' is much | 
| eaſier to pull'up many weeds out of a Garden, than one'cor- 
ruption out of the heart, and to procure an hundred flowers 
to adorna knot, than one grace to beautifie the ſoul. - *Tis 
more natural to corrupt man to envy, than to imitate the ſpi- 
ritual excellencies of others. TY 2 OY 


MEDIT. 1I. 
Opon the pulling up of a Leek... 


White head, and a green tail ! how well doth this re- 
ſemble an old wanton Lover ! whofe green youthful 
luſts are not extinguiſhed, though his- white head declares 
that nature is almoti ſo. Gray hairs ſhould be alwayes match- 
] ed-with grave deportments, and thefins of youth ſhould ra- 


ger, as nature grows weaker: And it recallsto my mind that 
ancient Obſcrvation of Meaander. + - OI W | 
T*gor beg5is Ea rh xaxh xn '_ 
Senex amore captus, ultimum malum : | 
' It is the worſt of evils to behold ' _ \- 


- | neighbours can look upon their examples without ſelf-con- |. 
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Strong youthful lads to rage in'otie that'#oK.- - ©! * 
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duce it to better form, is now become fo curious and neat, | 


ther be the griefs, than pleaſures of old age. *Tis fad-when |. -. 
the fins of the ſou), like the diſeaſes of the body grow fixon- |. © 
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"Occaſional Meditations. | 


— 


"Tis a thouſand pities, that thoſe who have one foot in the 
grave ſhould live as if the other were in hell ! that theix 
Juſts ſhould; be ſo lively, when their bodies are three parts 
dead. Such inful practices bring upon them more comtempe 
and ſhame, than their hoary heads and reverend faces can pro- | 
cure them honour. ' 


Magna fuit capitis, quondam reverentia cani, 
Inque ſuo pretio rugs ſenilis erat. 

Gray hairs, and aged wrinckles did of old 
Procure more reverence than bags of Gold. 


But alas! how little reſpe& or reverence can. the hoary, | 
| head obtain amongſt wiſe men, except it be found in the 
way of righteouſneſs? I think, the loweſt eſteem is too much 
' for an old ſervant of the Devil 3 and the higheſt honour little 
cnosgh for an ancient and. faithful ſervant of Chriſt, 


— 
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Opon aheedleſs tread in 2 curious Garden. 


| Þ4ng through the ſmall diviſions of a curious knot, | 
'& which was.richly adorned with rare Tulips, and. other 
beautiful Yowers , I was very .careful to ſhun thofe flowers, 
| which indeed. had: no other worth to commend them , but 
their exquiſite colours, and unadviſedly trod upon and ſpoiled 


had rare Phyſical. vertues in. it. 

When I was made ſenfble of the involuntary treſpaſs 1 
had committed, I thought I could ſcarcely make the Owner 
a better o@mpenſation , than. by telting him, that herein 
( though agtinſt my will ).1 did but tread in the footſteps of 


the greateſt part.of the; world,, who are very careful (as I 


; 5p Gallants'. mean While trampling upon, and cruſhing un+ 3 
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an excellent; choice herb, which though it grew obſcurely, yet | 


was) to keep their due difiance from ſplendid;thaugh worth- | * ff 


b y 
3 : 
14x 
> Po» : 
oY” x 
$ 
f i 
"2 - > 
s 


te HW  — — 
_ — } . : 


: + % ” b < _—_ % $ ads PA bt 
{ b 4. * 105 
_ Occaſional Hediations, | 261 | 


rr emo <= 


| underfoot, the obſcure, but moſt precious fervancs of God in 3 
the world. As little do they heed theſe moſt excellent per- | 
| ſons, as I did this prociews herb, 


Summs ingenia in occulto ſepe latent, faith Plautur, 
Rare wits and herbs ſometimes do ſculk and ſhrink ; 
In ſach blind holes, as one would little think. | 


For my own part, I deſire to tread upon no man with the- 
foot of contempt andpride, much leſs upon any good man 3 
and that T may not, It concerns me to look before I ſtep; I 
mean, to conſider, before I cenſure : Had I done fo by this 
rare herb, I had never hurt it. | 
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MEDEIT. IV. 
Upon a withered Poſey taken np in the way. 


Pinding in my walk a Poſey , of once ſweet and fragrant, - 
but now dry and withered flowers, which I ſuppoſed to = 

be thrown away by one that had formerly worn it : Thus 
faid I, doth the unfaithful world uſe its friends, when pro- 
vidence hath blaſted and withered them whilſt they are rich 
and honourable, they will put them into their boſoms, as 
the owners of this Poſey did, whilſt it was freſh and fragrant 
and as cafily throw them away, as uſeleſs and worthleſs fk 
things when thus they come to be withered; Such gy as [ 8 
this Petronixs long fince complained of. | | 


Cum fortuna manet weltum ſervatis ameici, 
Crum cecidit turpi vertitis ora fiega. (i. &) + 1 1-34 | 
Are they in honour? then we ſmile like friends, Ke J.- 
And with their fortunes all our friendſhip ends. => 1 = 
| Bat this looſe and deceirful friendihip Rinks (o. odiouſly in: | 
the yery noſtrils of nature, that a Heathen Poet ſeverely G_ | 
| arid condemns | it as moſt unworthy of a man« © as 


LES: 


- ee; 68 p I : we. LO ana. ali. 


A 
% 5% : X 
S” ©. 


Occaſional Meditations. 


| Turpe ſequi caſum, & fortune cedere, amicum 

Et niſt fit felix eſſe negare ſunm, (i.ce.) - © 
*Tis baſe to change with fortune, and deny + 

A faithful friend, becauſe in poverty. 


And'is this indeed the friendſhip of the world ? Doth it 
thus uſe them whom once it honoured ? Then Lord ! Jet me 
never ſeck its friendſhip. O let me eſteem the ſmiles and 
honours of men leſs » and thy love and favour more, Thy 
love is indeed unchangeable, being pure, free, and built upon 
nothing that is mutable > thou never ſerveſt thy friends as the 
world doth its darlings. 


| MEDITHF V. 
7 | Upon the ſudden withering of a Roſe. 


BE: with my friend in a Garden , we gathered cach of 
us a Roſe he handled his tenderly, ſmel'd to it but ſel- 
dom and ſparingly, I always kept it to my noſe, or ſqueezed 
it in my hand, whereby ina very ſhort time, it lott both co- 
lour and ſweetneſs, but his till remained as {ſweet and fra- 
grant as if it had been growing upon its own root. Theſe 
Roſes ſaid 1, are the true emblems of the beſt and ſweeteſt 
creature-enjoyments in the world 3 which being moderate- 


ſweetneſs to the Poſſeſſor of them 3 but if once the affections 
ſeize too greedily upon them, and ſqueeze them too hard, 


them and that either 'through the ſouls ſurfciting upon 


fore a'good ſaying of Homer, dre Faro, ©. .. 


* 
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ly and:cautiouſly uſed and enjoyed, may for a long time yield | 


they quickly wither in our-tjands, and we loſe the comfort of | 


them, or the Lord*s righteous and juſt removal of them, bes- | 
cauſe of the exceſs of our affeions to them 3 earthly com- 
forts, like pictures, ſhew beſt at a due diſtance. It was there-F 
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Occahonal Meditations. 


Mibi nunquam is placet hoſpes 

* Dui valde preterque modum odit vel amat. 
T like him not who at the rate 
Of all his might doth love or hate. 


"Tis appoint of excellent wiſdom to keep the golden bri- | 
dle of moderation, upon all the affeQions we exerciſe upon 
earthly things, and never to ſlip thoſe reins, unleſs when they 
_— towards God, in whoſe love there is no danger of ex- 
cels. 
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MEDI. VE 
Upon the ſudden witheging of beautiful flowers. 


Hf freſh and orient did' theſe Flowers lately appear, 

when being daſh'd over with the morning dew, they 
ſtood in all their pride and glory,breathing out their delicious 
odours, which perfumed the air round about them, but now 
are daver*d and ſhrivelled up, and have neither any defirable 
beauty, or ſavor in them. ; 

So vain a thing is-the admired beauty of creatures, which 
fo captivates the hearts, and exerciſes a pleaſing tyranny over 
the affections of vain man, yet is as ſuddenly blaſted as the 
beauty of a flower. 


Forma bonum fragile eft quantumgue accedit ad annor, 
. Fit minor & ſpacio carpitur ipſe. ſuo. | 


Nec ſemper viole, nec ſemper lilia florens” 1 Ci : 


Et riget amiſſa ſþina reliGa roſa. . 


Tempus erit quo vos ſpeculum vidiſſe pigebir, : 


Jam veniunt ruge que tibilevrpus arent, Kc. 

How frail is beauty ? In how ſhort a time 

i: It fades'! Like Roſes, which have paſitheir prime. 
+ Hs 7 $514 } "oh : 5 CRE | 
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Occaſional Meditations, 


) So wrinckled age the fairelt face will plow, 
| And caſt deep furrows on the ſmootheſt brow: 


\lefs.to dos to rid our gardens of them, -than ye have to make 


Then where's that lovely tempting face ? alas ! 
Your ſclves would bluſh to view itin a glaſs, 


If then thon delighteſt in beauty ( Omy ſoul !)) chuſe that 
which is laſting. There is a beauty which never fades, even 
the beauty of holineſs upon the inner man 3 this abides freſh 
and orient for ever , and ſparkles gtoriouſly when thy face 
( the ſeat of natural beauty ) is become an abhorrent and 
lothſom ſpectacle. Holineſs enammels and fprinkles over 
the face of the ſoul with a beauty upon which Chrift himſelf 
is enamour'd, even imperfe@ holineſs on earth is a Roſe that 
breaths ſweetly in the bud 3 in heaveryit will be full blown, 
and abide in its prime to all eternity, ® 


MEDIT. VII 
Opon the tenderneſs of ſome choice Flowers. 


TJ Ow much care is neceffary to preſerve the life of ſome 
Flowers? They mui be. boxed up in the Winter, 
others muſt be covercd with glafſes in cheir ſpringing up, the 
fineſt and richeſt mould muſt be ſifted about the roots » and 
aiſiduouſly watered, and all this little enough, and ſometimes 
too little to preſerve themy whilſt other common and worth- 
leſs lowers grow without any help of ours 3 yes, we have no 
the former grow there. ITE LET EE 
Thus ſands the caſe with our hearts, in reference to the 


motions of grace and fin. Holy. thoughts: of God: muſt be 


14-2 foyt that agrecs notwith them, they are tender 'thingsy 
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aſliduouſly watercd by prayer, and carthed up/by Meditation,| 
and defended by watchfalnds., and yet all this fonictimeq' -'F 
}4to0 little to preſerve them alive in our ſouls. Alas! the hear ow 8 
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Occafional Meditations, 
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and a ſemall matter will nip and kill them. To this purpoſe 
is the complaint of the divine Poet. to 2111 55:3 877 


| Who would have thought a joy 
fo coy ? 
To be offended fo, - 
So ſuddenly away. 
Hereafter I had need 
 _takeheed. 

Joyes among other things 

havewings, 
And watch their opportunitiesof flight, 
Converting in a moment day to night. 


But vain thoughts, #þd unholy ſugpeſtſons, theſe ſpread 


themſelves, and root deep in the heart, they naturally agree 


| member. 
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MED1IT. VIIL 


| Upon the ſtrange means of preſerving the life 
of Vegetables. HED 


Obſerve that plants and herbs are ſometimes killed by 
froſts, and yet without froits- they would: neither live 


without water they' cannot fabſiſt 5. they are refreſhed and 
cheered by the heat ef the Sun, and yet that heat ſometimes 
kills and ſcorches them up.. Thas lives my: Soul,- troubles 
and afflictions ſeem to kill all its comforts » and yet without 
theſe, its comforts could not live. The Sun-blafts of proipe- 
ity ſometimes refreſh me, and yet thoſe Sun-blalts are che. 


with the ſoyl3 fo that it is almoſt impoſſible at any time to | 
be rid of them. *Tis hard to forget what is our fin to re- | 


nor thrive 3. they are ſometirnes drowned by-water , and yet / 


: r ; 
| wits way to wither me z by what ſeeming contradictions 
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Occaſronal Meditations. "04 


1 is the life of my Spirc preſerved ? ? what a myſtery ? what a, 
1] Paradox is the life of a Chriſiiane 


Welcome my health, this ſickneſs makes me well, 
Med'cines adieu : 

When with diſcaſes, I have liſt to dwell, 
Fic wiſh for you. 

Welcome my ſtrength, this weakneſs makes me able, 
Powers adieu: - 

When I am weary grown of ſtanding able, | 
F'le wiſh for you. 

Welcome my wealth, this loſs hath gain'd me more, 
Richics adicu : 

When I again grow greedy to bepoor, 
I'le wiſh for you. 

Welcome my credit, this diſgrace is glory : 
Honours adiecu : 

When for renown and fame I ſhall be ſorry : 
Fle wiſh for you, 

Welcome content, this ſorrow is my joy. 


When I deſire ſuch grief as may annoy : 


Health, firength, and riches, credit, and content 
Arc ſpared belt fometimes, when they are ſpent, 
Sicknels, and weakneſs, loſs, diſgrace, and forrow 
Lend moſt ſometimes,when moſt they ſeem to borrow. 


robable waycss: the Lord 
vel then we find ſuch 


. And if by theſe contrary and 
preſerves our ſouls in life, 3 


under the various dealings of God-with us, and are till reſt- 


leſs in what condition ſoever he puts us3 which r<itlefs frame 


{ was excellently expreſſed in that pious Dpſganck of revered 


Gorolyrs made a little before his death. 
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Pleaſures adieu, 4 k ] 
Fle wiſh for you. _ 


firange and ſeemingly concradicttry motions of our hearts, : 
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Vecofbatd Meditations, &c. 


1 thirſt for thirſtineſs,I weep for tears 
welbpleas'd I ayito be difpleaſed thus : 
The only thing I fear is want of fears: : 
ſuſpecting Iam not ſuſpicious, . .. 
I eannot-chuſe bes ws; becauſe I dye + 
And when I am not dead _ 


Yet when Tam chus glad for ſenſe of pain .: 
and careful am left I ſhould carele( be 
Then do grieve for being glad again, 
and fear leſt careleſneſs take care for me. 
Atnidſi thoſe refileſs thoughts, this reſt Lfnd. 
For thoſe that reſt not here, there's reſt behind 


Jam tetigi portum.valete. 
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+ }Bealts, their bondage by ſin 
{Blaſtings, incident to Corn 
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